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WADENA, MINNESOTA 

EPITOME OF THE SEWS. 
Washington Gossip. 

The commissioner of internal revenue 
says internal taxes already collected for the 
present fiscal year are at the rate of $1233,-
000,006 per annum. He estimates the col­
lections of the entire year at $130,000,000. 
This estimate includes between $6,000,000 
and $7,000,000 to ba collected in special 
taxes April and May, but does not include 
the increase anticipated from spirits forced 
out by law. 

The bill introduced by Senator Cullom to 
reorganize the^legislative power |of the ter­
ritory of Utah provides that legislative pow­
er be vested in the govrenor and a legislative 
council composed of nine members to be 
appointed b$ the president. 

Senator Garland has received letters from 
officials of the United States and State 
courts of Arkansas denying the charge 
made by Niles (separationist) the colored 
people are prevented exercisiBg their rights 
under the land laws. 

Post-offices established—Iowa; Vallina 
Jasper county. Postmasters Commissioned 
—David D. Bryant, Larson, Dak,; Edmund 
Whitemarsh, Denmark, Iowa; Ann Kave-
ny, Nordland, Iowa. 

Postoffice Established—Dakota, Ida, 
Giark county. Postoffice Name Changed— 
Dakota, Oamba, Billings county, to Medora. 
Post master Commissioned— Jesiah Frazier, 
Hatton, Iowa. 

The government disposed of 19,430,032 
acres of land daring the year, getting there­
for $11,713,883. 

Representative Warner will soon intro­
duce a bill in the house for the retirement 
of tr^de dollars. 

Senator Hosr wants parent ballot boxes 
anu a counting machi e. 

Railroad News. 
Charles Haley of Chicago, who has befen 

employed as chief of the Northwestern rail­
way detective service, has been arrested, 
charged with compounding a felony. The 
general claim is made against Haley 
that he has been directly connected with an 
organized gang of moDte sharps, and by 
giving tbein his official protection has 
shared in money obtained from gullible 
travelers. 

A traveling representative is the authority 
for the statement that the Milwaukee & 8r. 
Paul owns ample terminal facilities in Bis 
marcfc, and has a line surveyed to that 
point from Aberdeen. 

Crimes and Criminals. 
Fiorouco MaCarty pastor of St. Cecelia 

Roman Cat ho'ic church, Brooklyn, had a 
judgment oi $10,000 and $450 counsel fees 
entered up against him in the circuit court 
ontl>e7tb. Miss Bridget E. Cronin, aged 
eighteen jears, charged the priest with 
criminal assault, aud sued for $10,006 dam­
ages. The case went by derault. Miss 
Cronin testified that the priest closed the 
door of tbe parlor when she called on him, 
and attempted to rape her 

Three marked men entered the grocery 
e of T. S. Hamilton & Co., of Butte, 

Montana, and at the point leveled six. 
shooters, compelled W. G. Pfouts1 the 
managing partner, to open the safe, from 
which they abstracted about $1,200 in cur: 
rency. A clerk was present, but be too was 
under the influenceot the western drop. 

James C. Curtis, who proved up at the 
Mitohell land office on a dead man's home­
stead claim, has been found guilty, and 
will be sentenced to a term in the peni­
tentiary. 

Personal Gossip. 
W. S. Chamberlain of Cleveland, O., 

father of Miss Jennie Chamberlain, whose 
beauty has attracted much notice in Ex-
rope, seeing the statement that propositions 
wore making to place photographs of his 
daughter on sale in New York, requests the 
announcement that no photographer, at 
home or abroad, lias permission to sell her 
photographs, and anyone found selling 
them will be prosecuted to Che full extent 
of the law. 

Manager J. M. Hill threatened to shoot 
homas J. Mosier, city editor of tbe morn 

ing paper in Detroit, Mich., for writing a 
severe criticism on Margaret Mather, who 
has been playing there, Mosier gave Hill a 
tongue lashing an >1 Mends interfered. 

William I. ~ Weld,'Jr. of Boston, has 
sailed on a Bix month's tour, accompa­
nied by Dr. Royal Whitman, Patrisk Grant, 
Jr., and Richard Seers, in the yacht Gitava. 
They are bound first to Bermuda, Maderia, 
Sicily, and the Canary Island^. 

Jack 8surges, the old Chicago speculator 
is the managing man of Henry Clew & Co., 
Wall street, now. He makes $1*000 a week 
as a broker. 

Rev. Dr. John O'Mears corresponding 
secretary of the American board of foreign 
mission, died ia Boston on the 9th. 

Mrs. R. B. Hayes is visiting gin Chicago, 
and on the 5th inst., was given a reception 
by Mrs. John N. Jewett. 

Arthur Schofield, who died recently in 
New York, left $50,000 to the Boston pub­
lic library. 

Bub Toombs has made $100,006 from his 
Texas lands, and owns three times as much 
more. * 

Henry Yillard has sent a check of $100 
o St. Alexander's hospital, Now TTlm. 
Gen. Hancock and family are on tbci 

way to San Francisco. 

Casualty Record. 
Prof. Yon Bruenning died at Bridgeport, 

Ct., on the 6th., from the effect of the am-
putatiou ofa deceased foot. He was known 
as the "tramp musician." He was formerly 
a baron in Germany. When he came to 
this country several years ago he poa 
sessed $75,090, which he lost in gambling. 
He finally became a tramp and mis an 
tbrope. 

An employe of Graff, Murray & Bobbins 
of Duluth at their lumber camp on the 
Bouth shore, named Robert Empsey, was 
bacly hurt by a falling-tree a dav or two 
ago. His shoulder and a'so a leg were bro­
ken. He was taken to Bayfield, where he is 
being nursed. 
i The Athena worsted mills in Milbury, 
Mass., burned on the 7tb. T oss estimated 
at $100.00. The stock and a portion of the 
machinery was owned by Keating & Briggs 
of Milbury. Their loss is estimated at $50, 
000. 

D. J. Sullivan, one of the victims of the 
accident on the Wickea branch, died at St. 
John's hospital, Butte, Mont.- On the 2d 
inst., both of hisle s were amputated. 

The less occasioned by the Sinclair pack­
ing house fire at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is esti­
mated at nearly $100,000 with about $60,-
090 insurance. 
-On the night of the 8th inst., the Cath-

o lio church at^New Richmond, Wis., waa 
burned to the ground. Loss, $10,000; insur­
ance, $5,000. 

James 7. Gein, a spiritualist, died sud­
denly of heart disease in St. Louis, while 
giving an exhibition. 

requested the board of health to commu­
nicate to them the cumber of deaths from 
the uae of electric wifea in tbatcity ttaring 
the past three years, and have also called 
upon the fire department to report to the 
board the number of fires caused by electric 
wires during the same period, the estimated 
damages caused thereby and any damage to 
life or limb to any member of the fire de­
partment arising trom the same cause. 

The building statistics of St. Paul are 
thus summarised; 453 business places and 
public buildings completed or under way, 
with an expenditure of $3,362,909, this year 
and to cost, when completed, $7,197,900.— 
Over 3,000 houses were built, at a coat of 
$4.741,050—Analysis of figures.—Total num-
ber of stores, public buildings and resi­
dences 3,480, and total expenditure $8,108, 
950. 

Negotiations between Marquis de Mores 
aud the citizens of Biilings, Montana, have 
culminated in a written agreement being 
entered into bv which the marquis agrees 
to erjet a slaughtering and refrigeratine es­
tablishment In Billings, of a size and style 
similar to those at Little Missouri, and to 
carry on a general slaughtering business at 
that place. 

The stockholders of the Humiston Food 
Preserving company of Hartford, Conn., 
organized a year ago with a capitol of many 
thousand* of dollars for tbe production oi 
"Rex Magnus," which, It was claimed, 
would do away with the use of salt and ice 
in preserving vegetables and meats hss vo-

to make an assignment for the benefit 
of creditors. 
1 Flora Gulpe,-sixteen years old, the daugh­
ter of one of the wealthiest citizens of Elk­
hart, Ind., eloped with a backmaa named 
McGowen, who is ab out forty years old. A 
telegram was received the 9:h from Sturgis, 
Mich, annouueing that the psir had been 
married at that place. * 

About fifty Republicans, represent! ig the 
leading organiz itions of their party in Phil­
adelphia, will start for Washington on the 
11th inst., to appear before tbe national 
Republican convention and to induce that 
body to select Philadelphia as tbe place for 
the national covventioa. 

Hutchinson & Bailey have received word 
Trom their agent in Rangoon, India, that he 
had completed the purchase of a genuine 
Sacred white elephant, recently captured in 
Slam, and the property of a sobleman of 
that country. The price to be paid ia $200,-
000. 

Owing to alleged irregularities, Mr. Pee­
bles, chicf trader of the Hudson Bay com­
pany at Winnipeg has been removed, and 
it is intended that J C. Brydges will follow. 
Interesting developments are expected. 

William Conlin'ssuit against Daniel New-
hall at Waukesha, for $5,000 damages, came 
to a sudden end by the plaintifl's withdraw-
sg. Conlin accused the defendant of hav­
ing caused his wife to leave him. 

Business of the Fargo laud office for the 
pant week: Homesteads, 52; tree claims, 23; 
declaratory statements, 31; soldiers' declar­
atory statements, 3; final proofs, 91. Total, 
collections, $22,260.60. 

The number of immigrants who emi­
grated from Canada to the United States 
from 1874 to 1878 inclusive, was 139.636, 
and from 1879 to 1883, inclusive, 401,269. 

The Villard bank has failed, the banker, 
J. H. Bradford, having decamped. A new 
bank will be started Dec. 15, by Charles 
Barrows, o! Minneapolis. 

The New York Tribune aacouiiced mis­
takenly last week the zngagement of E. L. 
God kin, of the Nation, and Miss Katherine 
Sands. 

George W. Fishback, former owner of the 
St. Louis Globe, owns rhe new proposed 
eveni. g paper in St. Louis. 

Farrington Bros., boot and shoe dealers, 
have failed. Liabilities, about $27,000: nom­
inal assets, $18,000. 

St. Paul capitalists will form a $1,000,-
000,COO business block building company. 

Sandwich, 111,, has a twenty-five-foot 
well that flows 1,000 gallons a miimte. 

Mr. Moran knocked Mr. McCoy out in 
114 rounds near Pittsburg. 

The Masons are to build a hospital for 
indigent invalids at Hot Springs, Ark. 

San Francisco is shipping nearly 1,000,-
000 feet of hard lumber this month. 

Thanksgiving last year New York had 
six inches of snow. 

All of Bitting Bull's people are to eo to 
Standing Rock. 

FORTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. 
Monday, December 8. 

SKSATE.—The senate was called to order at 
12 m. by President Pro Tem Edmunds, and 
prayer offered. The president laid before the 
senate the credentials of re-election of Beck 
to succeed himself, of Palmer to suoceed 
Ferry, and Pike to saooeei Rollins. The 
oath was administered to Beck, Bowen, Cul-
lum, Dolph and Ferry, whose credentials 
were submitted at the last session. The 
customary resolution notifying the house 
and president that tne senate was ready for 
businets were agreed to and a recess 
of one hour taken. On reas­
sembling the recess was extended 
to 8 p. m. At 3 the senate waa again 
called to order, but there being BO pros­
pects of the speedy completion of house 
organization, adjeume d. In administering 
the oath to senators, the iron-clad oath was 
taken by Beck, Bowen, Callom, Dolph, 
Frye, Hoar, McPherson, Manderson, Palm­
er, Pike, Plumb, Sabin, 8aulsbury and 

Foreign Items of ^ews. 
- Lord Lome [.delivered a long lecture at 
Birmingham unon Canada and its produots. 
He particularly praised the salubrity of the 
climate, and said fevers, which were too 
common in the United States, were uifc 
fcnown in tbe boundariea of the Dominion. 
He lauded Canada as a field for emigration, 
and expatiated upon the marvelous progress 
made by various towns. Lord Lorne in­
cluded by saying that, the Canadian people 
were thoroughly devoted to their connec­
tion with the mother country. Otherwise 
they would long ago have discarded their 
alliance, of which they .are proud. With 
the Dominion of Canada and Australian 
eolonieS in close relations, England need 
never feel that her proud position would 
be shaken or questioned. . . 

The British Columbia bouse recently 
passed a resolution instructing the. govern­
ment to introduce a bill to restrict .Chinese 
immigration. The startling statement is 
made oy the provincial government that 
there are 3,000 destitute Chinese on the 
mainland, who can only subsist by murder­
ing or stealing, which they havealready he-
gun. ; ":'V - '. 

A popular teacher at Irkutsk, Ruvis, 
named Neustajeff, was arrested and shot 
within twenty-fouihonrs for striking Gen. 
Anmohinn, governor general of JEastem 
Siberia, in retaliation for an affront given 
>y the general.  ̂

% It is stated that Bismarckintends to in. 
f̂crodnce in the reichstag a bill modifyiag Oie 
system of elections for. members. A maj#r^ 

; • ify of the votes oast is now requisite to.se-
s-'tean an election. The plan proposed r«-

 ̂̂ uhres only a pluntttty of the totes. 

iMiieeDâ eoaa Hem Item*. 

Romance in Texas. 
Heuston Special:—J. W. Rose, a wealthy 

carriage manufacturer, disappeared on the 
2d. His wife and her supposed step-son 
tell the grand jury Rose is Cornelius Kaum, 
who in Kingston, N. Y„ in 1866, commit­
ted a heavy forgery, deserted his wife and 
three children, came to Texas, made money 
and married Mrs. Dagnal). Rose returned 
to Kingston in 1876, after the charge of 
forgery was outlawed and promised to bring 
his first wife to Texas. Failing, the son fol­
lowed him a few months ago and threaten­
ing exposure Rose shot him six times. Tne 
son showing signs of recovery, was sent to 
Florida, Rose assuring him that his second 
wife was only his mistress, and at the same 
time inducing her to say he did the shoot­
ing. The boy is now at Houston, but his 
father's whereabouts is unknown. 

Great Gilt to Episcopalians. 
Tolraan Wheeler of Chicago who has al 

ready made a number of valuable bequests 
to the Episcopal church, has deeded to the 
uhurch a valuable tract of land in the west­
ern division of Chicago, and advanced $200,-
000 towards the erecti n of a church pre­
paratory school, the design to be after that 
of Oxford. Important features of the struc­
ture are to be a chapel and library to con-
tain 10,000 volumes. 

The Story of the Book Agent. 
A Philadelphia book agent impor­

tuned James Watson, a rich and close 
New York man, living out at Elizabeth, 
until he bought a book—the "Early 
Christian Martyrs." Mr. Watson didn't 
want the book, but he bought it to get 
rid of the agent; then taking it under 
his arm, he started for the train which 
takes him to hi? New York office. 

Mr. Watson hadn't been gone long be 
fore Mrs. Watson came home from a 
neighbor's. The book agent saw her, 
ana went in and persuaded the wife te, 
to buy another copy of the same book! 
She was ignorant of the fact that het 
husband had bought the same book in 

" the morning. When.Mr. Watson came 
back from New York at night Mrs. Wat 
son showed him the book. 

"I don't want to see it," said Wateon; 
frowning terribly. 

"Why, husDand?" asked bis wife. 
''Because that rascally book agent sold 

me the same book this morning. Now 
we've got two copies of the same book-
two copies of the 'Early Christian 
Martyrs,' and " 

"But, husband, we can—" 
"No, we can't eitherl" interrupted 

Mr. Watson, "The man is off on the 
train before this. Confound it! I could 
kill the feliow. I—" 

"Why, there ha goes to, the depot 
now," said Mrs. Watson, pointing out of 
the window at the retreating form of the 
book agent making for the train. 

"But its too late to catch him, and 
I'm not dressed. I've taken off mj> 
boots, and—" 

Just then Mr. Stevens, a neighbor of 
Mr. Watson, drove by,- wh en Watson 
pounded on the window-pane in a fran­
tic manner, almost frightening the horse. 

"Here, Stevens," he shouted, "you're 
hitched up; won't you run your horse 
down to the train and hold that book 
agent till I come? Run! Catch 'im now!'1 

"All right," said Mr. Stevens, whip­
ping up Sis horse and tearing down tne 
roaa. 

Mr. Stevens reached tbe train just as 
the conductor shouted "'all aboard!" 

"Book agent 1" he yelled, as the book 
agent stepped on to the train. "Book 
agent! hold on! Watson wants to 
see you." 

"Watson? Watson wants to see tne?" 
repeated the seemingly puzsled book 
agent. "Oh, I know what heVants! he 
wants to trajr one of my books; but I can't 
miss the train to sell it him." 

"If that is all he 'wants, I can pay for 
it and take it back to him. How much 
isitl" 

"Two dollars ior the 'Eariy Christian 
Martyrs,'" said the book agent, as he 
reached for the money and patted the 
book out through the car window. 

Just then Mr. Watson arrived, puffing 
and blowing in his shirt sleeves. As he 

.saw the train pull ont he was too full for 
utterance. 

"Well, I got it for you." said Stevens; 
"just got it and that's *11/' H. J-,-* 

" G o t  w h a t ? "  y e l l e d  W a t s o n . ^  . „ T -
. "Why, I got the book-- 'Early Christ 
tian Martyrs*' iand—>'* v > 

' 'By—the--«reat—isura!" moaned Wat-
«on, "as h6 placed his hand to his brow, 
and swooned right in the middle of the 
street. 

HOUSE.—Mr. McCoid took the oath of 
office andthe house adjourned until - Mon­
day 10th inst., to allow the speaker time to 
prepare the committees. * 

STATE NEWS CONDENSED. 
, OUB PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Report of Stat* Superintendent Ktahle ol 
Scholars Entitled to Apporl lonment—Aver­
age Attendance. 
State Superintendent of Instruction D. L. 

Kiehle has prepared the following table of eta-
tistics relating to the public schools of the 
State: 

eath. The new senators are Pike, Kenna, 
Gibson. Oolquitt, Wilson, Biddleberger, 
Sabin, Palmer, Cullom, Manderson, Dolph 
and Bowen. 

Housa.—At 12 e'olock Clerk MoPherson 
rapped the house to order and proceeded to 
call the roll of representatives. The roll 
call disclosed 816 members. 

Nominations for speaker being in order, Mr. 
Geddes said: "1 nominate for speaker of this 
house of the Forty-eljfhth congress Mr. Carlisle of 
Kentacky, a man acknowledged to be pre-eminently 
qualified for the place." 

Mr. Cameron presented tbe name of Eeifer of 
Ohio, and Mr. Lyman the name of Bobinson of 
Massachusetts. Messrs. Harrison, Tucker, Reed 
and Catkins were appointed tellers, and the clerk 
proceeded to call the rolL 

CABU&LB ELECTED 8PEAKEB. 
The result was as follows: 

Carlisle 191IJ. S. Wise (Va.) 1 
Keifer 112 Wadsworth (N. Y.)....l 
Bobinson 2|Lacey (Mich.) 1 

The clerk declared Mr. Carlisle elected, and 
Messrs. Bandail and Eeifer escorted the gentleman 
to the chair. His entrance into the chamber was 
tbe signal for loud applause. 

Upon taking the chair Mr. Carlisle said: Gentle­
men of the House of Representatives: I thank yon 
sincerely for the honor conferred upon me by the 
vote just taken. To be chosen from the membership 
of a body like this, to preside over its deliberations, 
is a distinction upon which any citizen may prop­
erly congratulate himself, and I assure you yv or 
kindness is fully appreciated. At the same time I 
realize the fact that the position to which you have 
assigned me ia one of very great labor and respon­
sibility, and while profoundly grateful for this man­
ifestation of your confidence, I shall endeavor to 
discharge its duties with serious distrust of my 
capacity to meet in an acceptable manner the re­
quirements of the office..I promise, however, to de­
vote to your service all the zeal and ability which 
I am possessed of. Gentlemen, the mainten­
ance of order on the floor is essential, absolutely 
essential, to the intelligent and systematic transac­
tion of publio business, and I earnestly invite you; 
assistance in enforcing the rules adopted govern­
ing our Itroceedings. The large addition to the 
membership of the house resulting from the late 
apportionment of representatives makes this duty 
even more difficult $han before, and without your 
cordial co-operation and support I cannot reason­
ably nope to discbarge tbe ordinary daily duties of 
thisoffioe. That you will cheerfully co-operate 
with me in every proper effort to preserve order 
and facilitate the business of legislation "I have no 
doubt. But, gentlemen, I shall ask something 
more than mere co-operation. Assuring you of 
my earnest desire at all times ta be just and impar­
tial, still I cannot ezuect to avoid mistakes, and 
shall be compelled, therefore, to freauenlly, no 
doubt, rely on the friendly forbearance of the gen­
tlemen of both sides of the house. 

I am sure, gentlemen, all matters of legislation 
presented to this congress wiH receive from yon 
Buch careful consideration as the magnitude and 
character of the interests involved require, and 
your action upon them be wise, patriotic aud con­
servative. Sudden and radical changes of laws 
and regulations effecting the commercial and in­
dustrial interests of the people ought never to be 
made, nnless imperatively demanded by some pub­
lic emergency, and, in my opinion, under the exist­
ing circumstances, such changes would not be fa­
vorably received by aay considerable number of 
those who have given serious attention to the sub­
ject. TApplause.] Many reforms are undoubtedly 
necessary, and it will be your duty, after a careful 
examination of the whole subject in all its bearings, 
to decide how far they should extend, and when 
and in what manner they should be made. [Ap­
plause.] If there be any who fear that your action 
on this or any other subject will actually be injuri­
ous to any interest, or even afford reasonable cause 
for alarm, I am quite sure they will 
be agreeably disappointed. What the country has 
a right to expect of you is strict economy of admin­
istration in every department of the government, 
just and equal taxation for public purposes, faith-
fal observance of the limitations of the constitu­
tion, scrupulous regard for the rights and interests 
of the great body of tbe people, in order that they 
be protected, for congress has power to protect 
them against encroachments from every direction. 
Whatever can be done under the circumstances 
surrounding us to meet this expectation ought to 
be done in more judgment. But. gentlemen, 
without detaining you further, I am ready to take 
the oath of office prescribed in the constitution and 
laws and proceed to complete the organization of 
the house. (Applanse) 

The ironclad oath was administered by Mr. Kelly, 
the oldest member in continuous service, and 
Speaker Carlisle called the house to order. 

The roll of states was called and members came 
forward and took the oath and the bouse ad­
journed. 

Tuesday, December 4. 
SENATE.—There was a perfect avalanche 

of bills in the senate, numbering, exclusive 
of joint resolutions, 250. Many of them 
were reintro-iuctions of old measures, 
among which were Senator Lapham's and 
Senator Edmunds' Utah bills, which failed 
last' session; Senator "Williams' bill 
to create a bureau of ani­
mal industry, 8enator Buck's bill to remove 
political disabilities and open the army and 
navy to participants in tne late rebellion, 
Senator Hoar's Lowell bankruptcy bill and 
ot tiers. Senator Ingalls introduce J a bill to 
grant arrearages ot pensions to all 
pensioners, witkout reference to the 
time when an application is made. 
Senator Edmund* introduced an 
elaborate measure providing for the estab­
lishment of i'our trunk lines of postal'tele­
graph; also a civil rights bill, not only 
guaranteeing equal rights to all citizens, 
but declaring any acts of States or decision 
ot' way courts to the contrary to ba invalid 
and void, which is the object of the bill. 
Sacator Lo^au introduced two measures, 
one to equalize the bounty of the volunteer 
soldieis, aud another to pension the prison­
ers of war. Mr. Sherman introduced a bill 
to allow the banks to is&ue circulation, 
t qua I to 90 per cent, of the market value of 
toe bonds d.'posit^d for Eecuiity. Mr. 
Morrill introduced a bill to stop the 
coinage of the sliver dollar. Senator Mc­
Millan introduced a bill to ascertain tbe 
- mounts due to citizens of the Umted[States 
tor supplies f urninhtd to the Sioux and Da­
kota Indians of Minnesota subseqoent to 
August, 1860, and prior to the mas&acre oi 
August; 1862, and providing for the pay­
ment itiertof. 

HOUSE.—The democratic nominees for 
minor offices were e' ected and sworn in. A 
committee, consisting of Curtin, Blackburn, 
and Hiscock, was appointed to wait upon 
the president and inform him that the house 
was organized and ready to receive what­
ever communication he was please .1 to 
transmit. The business of drawing seats 
was proceeded with. 

The Minnesota delegation got seats to 
gether near the speaker's desk. WasHburn, 
Wakefield and Strait are seated in a row. 
Kuure Nelson got a seat in the row behind 
Mr. Washburn, and selected a seat for Mr. 
Njison. The drawing over, the house got 
into another election case wrangle, which 
was finally postponed, and the president's 
message was begun. I 

Wednesday, December 5. « 
SENATE.—After yesterday's avalanche oi 

bills in the senate it was thought that these 
pests were disposed of for some time; but as 
soon as the chaplain finished to-day there 
were criea of "Mr. President'' from all parts 
of the -chamber by senators anxious to 
serve their constituents. Consequently an­
other torrent of bills, the majority relics of 
the last session, was poured upon the secre­
tary 's desk, exceeding that of yesterday. For 
nearly two hours this business was contin­
ued. 

Mr. Morgan etiered a resolution, which 
was agreed to, instructing the committee 
en Indian affairs to inquire into the expedi­
ency of creating a military academy west of 
the Mississippi river, for training and edu­
cating Indian youtns and men up to a 
proper age, as soldiers, and to admit them 
when qualified into the regular army. 

HOUSE—Mr. Bandail objected to tbe 
passage of a resolution for the immediate 
appropriation of $20,000 for printing the 
records of the United States supreme courts 
and it was referred to the committee of the 
whole. He said all deficiencies should 
have a thorough investigation, not only by 
the hous^ but by an appropriate com­
mittee. He had a horror of deticien 
oies. The Virginia contested elec­
tion case, Garrison vs. Mayo, was referred 
to the committee on elections, when ap­
pointed, w^th instructioha to report the le­
gal questions involved therein. It was or­
dered that when the house adjourns to* 
morrow it be to meet Monday. 

Mr. Jones submitted the customary reso­
lutions announcing the death of Represen­
tative Thomas H. Heradon (Ala.), and out 
of respect to the memory of th# deceased 
the house adjourned, with the understand­
ing that no' business will be transacted to­
morrow. ^ 
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Aitkin 304 56 
Aaoka 1,907 51 1,056 
Becker 1,337 80 5,237 
Benton. 844 43 740 
Big Stone 3,071 49 417 
Blue Earth. Gil60 164 
Brown..., 3,144 93 1,415 
Carlton 312 2 285 
Carver 2,848 164 1,018 
Chippewa 1,553 128 1,320 
Chisago 2,060 45 1,000 
Cliy ... 1,509 64 
Cottonwood 1,268 29 864 
Crow Wine 775 ......... 
Dakota 4,144 "212 1,969 
Dodge 2,484 106 1,304 
Douglas 2.842 143 1,225 
Faribault 4,193 120 1,928 
Fillmore 7,445 281 4,031 
Freeborn 4.5U4 212 2,185 
Goodhue 7,220 276 3,437 
Grant 993 46 451 
Hennepin 15,222 . 522 8.738 
Houston 3.958 124 1,633 
Hubbard 111 5 77 
Isanti 1,545 53 662 
Jackson . 1,529 57 451 
Kanabec 197 4 73 
Kandiyohi 3,220 319 
Kittson 301 10 " "i'28 
Lac qui Parle 1,222 92 718 
Lake '20 1 21 

4,439 112 3,870 
Lincoln 546 22 434 
Lyon 1,805 105 906-
McLeod 3,185 42 1,875 
Marshall 3S4 16 158 
Martin 1,623 105 685 
Meeker 3.739 183 1,555 

474 4 237 
Morrison..... 1.535 64 676 
Mower 4,147 206 2,090 
Murray 1,047 53 358 
Nicollet 2,850 82 1.279 
Nobles 1,151 77 
Norman " 789 48 311 
Oimsted .... 5,231 200 2,919. 
Otter Tail 6,471 178 2,487 
Pine 302 2'2 2i*8 
Pipestone 644 66 237 
Polk 2,444 13 922 
Pope 1,984 101 842 
Ramsey 8,520 80 4,378 
Bedwood 1,436 75 621 
Benville 3,081 243 1,040 

5,590 201 2,838 
Back 1,028 111 501 
St. Louis 1,390 5 785 
Scott. 2,636 106 1,001 
Sherburne 1,140 47 515 
Sibley 2,660 94 860 
Stearns 5,888 197 2,785 
Steele 3,324 2.513 
Stevens 927 31 377 
Swift 1.849 155 755 
Todd., 2,056 113 774 
Traverse 422 56 213 
Wabasna. 4,S24 155 2,680 

8 56 54 308 
Waseca 3,685 119 1,603 

4,099 82 2,227 
Watonwan 1,317 99 504 
Wilkin 508 29 194 
Winona 5,866 115 1,903 
Wright 5.192 213 2,136 
Tellow Medicine 1,747 128 671 

200,810 7,801 92,049 

From the above figures it appears that the 
total number of scholars in the State, enrolled 
and entitled to apportionment, is 200,810. 
Hennepin county shows the largest total—15,-
222—and Lake county the smallest—20. Ram­
sey county has 8,520. Of those not entitled to 
apportionment Hennepin has 550 and Ramsey 
80. Lake again brings up the rear, with 4. 
Enrolled during tbe winter term in the State, 
161,103; during the summer term, 139,484. 
The average daily attendance WSB 92,048. Of 
teachers employed there were during the win­
ter mouths, 1,552 males and 2,975 females; 
dnring the summer term, 653 males and 
3,537 females. Watonwan county paid the 
lowest average salary to male teachers— 
$29.52 per month—and Pine county the high­
est—$71.66. Hubbard county paid the lowest 
average salary to fe'male teachers—$20 per 
month—and Aitken county the highest—$55. 
Hennepin county paid an average monthly 
salary of $50.50 to male and $34.25 to female 
teachers. Bamsey county paid $53.76 to 
males, and $36.08 to females. . 

York 

^ Thursday, December 6, 
SINAT*.—Mr, Ingalls introduced a bill to 

repeal the pre-emption and timber culture 
lairs, sod amend the homestead laws. 
By Mr. Cameron (Wis.) te restore to the 
market certain lands or the Halted States in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin, and authorise 
.their sale subject torightof flowage. These 
are lands witndrawn frotn sale M 1880 , and 
1881 With the idea that they  ̂would be re­
quired for use in t&eeonstraogai and main­
tenance of dams, reaervoî a.e'C. ptopoaed to 
be erected for the improvement of the Mis­
sissippi river. They are by this bill 
made, subject' to jnivate entry 
and sale at' fL25 per acre. 
By Mr. Morgan, paropeelnc an amendment 

nJntaluor 

Marvin <& Ctmmack, the creamery firm 
ot Roch^ er, have purchased the creamery 
at Dodge Oater, and are now engaged in 
refitting it fo thorough work. 

Lake City, Special. Rev. M. Robinson, 
pastor of the M. E. Church in Pepin, Wis., 
C. H. Evans, principal of the high school 
in that place, both unmarried, started for 
Lake City on the ice at 4:30 Monday after-
nood. To day a party of four young men 
left Pepin ior this city and followed the 
skate tracks of Robinson aud Evans m til 
they led to an air-hole abou; a half-mile 
from the Minnesota shore, in which were 
found floating the cap ot the clergyman 
and two sticks about four feet long. Cries 
of distress were heard on this side irom that, 
direction after dark last night. There is 
no doubt tbjt the pastor and teacher are 
drowned. 

C. N. Penney of Le Sueur maue from 
eleven cows fram March 3 to Nov. 3, 1883, 
1,290 pounds of butler, an average of 163J 
pounds per cow for the period of eight 
months. 

Thomas Gorcoran, living north of Janes-
ville, lost his granary by fire raceatly, and 
with it over 100 bushels of wheat besides 
various articles/ 

The annual meetiag of the southern 
Minnesota Fair association was held pur­
suant, to notice at tbe Cookhouse parlors 
Rochester on the 4th. The report of Sec­
retary Van Campen and Treasurer Knowl-
ton shows that the association is in a very 
flourishing condition,having paid prea iums 
and expenses in full from receipts of the 
late (air in this city in the autumn of 1884 
The following named gentleman were elected 
directors for three years. A. T. St»bbens, 
O. T. Dickerman, D. A. Morrison, George 
Graves, E. O. Kuowlten and T. C." Smith, 
and in place of F. T. Olds.whcse office be­
came vacant by removal from tne state, 
John F. Fulkerson, who chosen to fill the 
yacaney ior tbe unexpired term. 

James Curtis will go to tbe Dakota peni­
tentiary for proving up a dead man's claims. 

There were filed on the 4th inst., articles 
of incorporation of the Dodge County Joint 
Stock Agricultural and Mechanical As­
sociation, with a capital stocs of $6,000. 
The purpose of the association is to pur­
chase aud hold twenty acres of land in 
Dodge county, t@ hold thereon monthly 
and annual fairs. The incorparatorj are 
E. Kent, A. B. Cahoon, John Peterson and 
others. 
, James Boodnoor, on a of the pioneers of 
Minnesota, died at Rockford, en the 4th 
inst., aged seventy-two years. 

Mr. Dowdell, of Anoka, found two buck 
deer, with horns locked, and killed them 
with an ax. 

Bella H. Ches'ey, an old resident of 
Anoka, died in that city. 

The Minnesota and Montana Live Stock 
association filed articles of incorporation 
with the secretary of state on the 6th. The 
geneal nature of its business is the raising, 
keeping, buying and selling of stock of ev­
ery description and dealing in grazing and 
agricultural lands and tenements in any 
of tbe itates and territories of the United 
States. The principal place of business is 
Minneapolis, and the corporation is to con­
tinue for thirty years. Capital stock $110,-
000. divided into 2,200 shares of $40 each; 
limit of stock [issue, $500,000; limit of lia­
bility, $5,000. . Tne names ol the incorpor­
ators are Alfred G. Wilcox, Valentine G. 
Hush, George F. Jac&son and Horatio S. 
Van Cleve. of Minneapolis, and Thomas S. 
Wadsworth of Yellowstone county, Mont. 

The detailed report of the Rochester Citi­
zens' Cyclone Relief committee is comple­
ted and ready for publication. Tbe total 
donations received exclusive of clothing 
amounted to $175,293.88; balance on hand 
for the winter $5,215.53. Relief has been 
given to 126 families and twelve single per­
sons. The average amount given to. fami-

Bx-Governor Cobarai* the  ̂
man in Maine. He is over four aeon* i wfcils 
yew n«ver aagtfed,: ̂  j number 

QOm, items, .A, lane* 
laeed. 

gi 
lies left totally destitute by tne storm was 
$287.71, including expense of rebuilding, 
lurnistung, etc. To sixty-three families 
whose dwellings were partially injured an 
average ameunt of $85.09 waqggiven. 
. Sheriff B. M. Richardson of Olmsted 
county has delivered three prisoners to the 
warden at the Still water penitentiary. Their 
namns are James Clark, William Moody 
and William H. Lannfcan, and their offen­
ses and terms of imprisonment are as fol­
low*: Clark, laicf#y, one year; Moody, 
larceny, one year; Lannigan, forgery, ene 
year. 
•^Jee Delansett, living near Gull river, ac­
cidentally shot himself while loading a re­
volver, dying in ashort time. 

The Minnesota state association on the 
8th inst., elected the following officers for 
the ensuing year: President, Judge It F. 
Crowelf; vice president, Capt. W. W. Cdse; 
secretary, John T. Heck; execudve commit­
tee, J. F. Bancroft, S. J.- .Willis, J.. W. 
Chandler, Fred Bmckett. J; i> < '-%f j 

The elevator of Samuel Norrish, at £p-
pieton, which burned recently, contained 
14,500 t>ushels of wheat, whieh waa de­
stroyed. Vie l?uil0ing about IfeOOOt 
ap4 hari a capacity o' 75,000 bushel*. There! judgment, audi 

PRESIDENTIAL POINTEES 
4V '';;v --.xir. iT•• V*..;," • .A iV? 
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with |Us Third Annual 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
FOBEIGN BELATIONS. 

To the Congre38 of - tne United States: At 
the threshold of your deliberations I congratu­
late yon upon the favorable aspect of the do­
mestic and foreign affairs of this government 
Our relations with other cations continue to 
be on a friendly footing. With tbe Argentine Re 
public, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Italy, Santo 
Domingo and. Sweden and Norway, no inci­
dent has occurred which calls for special com­
ment The recent opening of new lines of 
telegraphic communication with Central Amer­
ica and Brazil permitted the interchange of 
messages of friendship with the gov­
ernments of those countries. Dur­
ing the year there have been 
perfeoted and proclaimed consular and com­
mercial treaties with Servia and a consular 
treaty with Roumania, thus extending our in­
tercourse with the Danpbian countries, while 
our Eastern relations have been placed 
upon a wider basis by treaties 
with Corea and Madagascar. The new 
boundary survey treaties with Mexico, 
a tradesmark convention and a supplementary 
extradition treaty with Spain, and a oonvSntion 
extending the duration of the Franco-American 
claims c ommission, have also been proclaimed. 
Notice of the termination of the fisheries arti­
cles of the treaty of Washington was duly given 
Great Britain. The privileges and exemptions 
of the treaty will seemingly close on July 1, 
1885. The fishing industry pursued by a 
numerous class of our citizeus on Northern 
coasts, both of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
are worthy or the fostering care of congress. 
Whenever brought tnto competition with like 
industries in other countries, our fishermen, 
as well as manufacturers of fishing appliances 
and preparers of fish products, have main­
tained a foremost place. I suggest that con­
gress create a commission to consider the 
question of our rights in the fish­
eries, and the means of opening 
to our citizens, , under J just and 
enduring conditions, the richly stooked fishing 

aters aud sealing grounds of British 
.forth America. A question baa arisen 
touching the deportation to the United States 
favun the British islands, by government or 
municipal aid, of persons unable there to gain 
a living and equally a burden on the commun­
ity here. Such of these persons who come under 
the pauper class, as defined by the law, have 
been sent back, according to the provisions of 
our statutes. Her majesty's government has 
insisted that precautions have been taken be­
fore shipment was made. However, they have 
in BO many cases proven ineffectual, aud espe­
cially so in oertain instances of needy immierauts 
reacbiug our territory through Canada, that a 
revision of onr legislation upon this subject 
may be deemed advisable. Correspondence 
relative to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty has been 
continued, and will be laid before congress. 

AMEBICAN POBK. 
The legislation o( France against the impor­

tation of prepared swine produced from the 
United States, has been repealed. That result 
has been duo no less to the friendly relation of 
this gov- rnment than to a growing conviction 
in Fracce that tbo restriction is not de­
manded by any real danger to health. Ger­
many still prohibits the introduction of all 
swine produots from America. I extended to 
the imperial government a friendly invitation 
to send experts to the United States to inquire 
whether the use of these products was danger­
ous to health. This invitation was declined 
I have believed it of such importance, how­
ever, that the exact facts should ba ascertained 
and promulgated that 1 have appointed a com­
petent commission to make a thorough investi­
gation of the subject. Ita members have 
shown their public spirit by accepting their 
trust without • pledge of compensation, 
but I trust that congress will see 
in the national and international bear­
ings of the matter sufficient motives 
for providing at least for the reimbursement of 
such expenses as they may necessarily incur. 
The coronation of the czar at Moscow afforded 
to the government an occasion for testifying 
to continued friendship by sending a special 
envoy and a representative of the navy to at­
tend the ceremony. While there have arisen 
during the year no grave questions affecting 
the status in the Russian empire of American 
citizens or other faith than that held by the 
national church, this government remains firm 
in its convictions that the rights of 
its oitizens abroad shonld be in no 
way affected by their. religious belief. 
It is understood that measures for the removal 
of the restrictions which now burden our trade 
with Cuba and Porto Rico are under consider­
ation by the Spanish government The prox­
imity of Cuba and the peculiar method of ad­
ministration which there prevails necessitate 
constant discussion and appeal on oar cart 
from the proceedings of the insular authorities. 
I regret to say that just protests of this gov­
ernment have not as yet produced satisfactory 
results. The commission appointed to decide 
certain claims of our citizens against 
'he government after the recognition of sat­
isfactory rules as to their validity was admit­
ted to be illegal Full reparation for the 
iujuries sustained by ourcitizeDS should be no 
longer delayed and the farce of naturalization 
in the United States as a shield to disturbers 
in other countries abolished The claims com­
mission has finally adjourned. Some 
of its awards, though made more than 
two years ago, have not yet been paid. Specie 
payment is expected. Claims to a large amount 
which were held by the late commission with­
out its jurisdiction have been presented 
to the Spanish government, as tho ac­
tion of the colonial law authorities 
has ' given rise to these claims. 
The ease of the Masonio has not yet reached a 
settlement The Manilla court baa found that 
the proceedings of whioh this government 
has complained were authorized, and it is 
hoped that tbe government of Spain will not 
withhold the speedy reparation which its sense 
of justice Bhould impel it to offer for the un­
usual severity and unjust action of its sub­
ordinate colonial officers in the case of this 
vesseL The Helvetian confederation has pro-
nosed the inauguration of a class of interna-

al treaties for the deferment to arbitration 
of grave questions between nations. This 
government has assented to the proposed 
inauguration of such already with Switzerland. 
Under the treaty of Berlin, liberty of con­
science and civil rights are assured to all 
strangers in Bulgaria As the United States 
have no distinct conventional relations with 
that country, and are not a party to the treaty, 
they should in my opinion maintain diplomatic 
representation also for the improvement of in-
ercourseand the proper protection of the 
many American citizens who resort to that 
country as missionaries and teachers. I sug­
gest that I be given authority to establish an 
agency and consulate at the Bulgarian capital. 
The Uuited States are now particicating in a 
revision of the tariff of the. Ottoman Empire. 
They have assented to the application of a 
license tax of foreigners doing business in Tur-
kev, but have opposed the oppressive storage 
tax upon petroleum entering ports of that 
country. The government of the khedive has 
proposed that the authority of the mixed judi­
cial tribunals in Egypt be extended so as to 
cover citizens of the United States accused of. 
crime, who are now tried before consular 
courts. This goverument is not indisposed to 
aocept the change, but believes that its terms 
should be submitted for .criticism to 
the commission appointed to revise the whole 
subject 

BELATTOHS WITH MEXICO. 
At no time in' our national history has there 

been more manifest need of close and lasting 
relations with a neighboring State than now 
exists with respect to Mexioo. The rapid influx 
of our capital and enterprise into that country 
shows what has already been accomplished by 
tbe vast reciprocal a'dvantages which must 
attend the progress of its internal develop­
ments. The treaty of commerce and naviga­
tion of 1848 has hsen determined by 
the Mexican government, and in the 
absence of convention engagements 
the rights of our citizens in Mexico 
now depend npon the domestic statutes of that 
republic. Th'ere have been instances of harsh 
enforcement of the laws against ourve sels 
and citizens in Mexico, and of denial of diplo­
matic resort for their protection. The in­
itial step toward a better understading has 
been taken in. the negotiation, by the commis­
sion authorized by congress, of a treaty whioh 
ia still before the senate for approval. The 

was aa in&uranca oi $7.600npo&the elevator. oorps as will i 
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provisions for the reciprocal defense of the 
frontier by the troops in pursuit of hos­
tile Indians have been prolonged for 
another year. The operations of the 
forces - of both governments . against 
savages have been successful, and several of 
the mpst dangerous tribes dispersed by the skill 
and valor of United States and Mexican soldiers 
fighting in a common cause. The convention 
for the resnrvey * of the bbundary from the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific having been ratified 
and exchanged, the preliminary reconnois-
sance therein stipulated ha; been effected. It 
now rests with congress to make provision for 
completing the survey and resetting the boun­
dary monuments. -

A convention was signed with 'Mexico on 
July 13,1882, providing for the rehearing 
of the case of Benjamin 4 Weil 
VS. The Abra Sylon MininR Company, in whose 
favor ainrds were made by the late American 
and Mexican claims commission, That con­
ventionstill awaits the action of the senate. 
Meanwhile, because of the charges of fraudu­
lent awarda which have made a new commis­
sion neoessary, the executive has directed the 
suspension of pay of the distribution quota re-
eeivad from Mexic<v 

ICiK NBXOHBOBS.^-
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strategio Hostilities to that of negotia­
tion, in which the consuls' of thifc government 
have been exercised. The demands of Chill 
for absolute cession of territory have been 
maintained and accepted by the party of Gen. 
Iglesias to the extent of concluding a treaty 
of peace with the government of Chili, .in 
general conformity with the tarms of the pro­
tocol signed in May last bitween the Chilian 
oommandry and Gen. ifelesias. As a result of 
the conclusion of this treaty Gen. Iglesias has 
been formally recognizod by Chili as-preside^t 
of Peru, and his government installed at Lima, 
whioh has been evacuated by the Chilians. A 
call haB been issued by Gen. Iglesias for a rep­
resentative assembly to be elected on t{ie 13 th 
of January, and to meet at Lima on the 1st of 
March next. Moauwhile the provisional gov­
ernment of Gen. Iglesias has applied fo r rec­
ognition to the principal powers.of America 
aud Europe. When tne will of tbe Peruvian 
people shall be • manifested 1 shall not 
hesitate to recognize the diplomatic and 
representatives approved by them. Represen­
tatives of this government attended at Caracas 
the centennial celebration of the> birth 
of the illustrious Bolivar. At the same time tbe 
unveiling of a statue of Washington in the 
Venezuelan capital testified to the veneration in 
which his memory is held there. Congress at 
its last session authorized the executive to pro­
pose to the Venezuelan government a reopening 
of the awards of the mixed commission of Car-
aoas, and the departure from this country of 
the Venezuelan minister has delayed the open­
ing of negotiations for reviving the commis­
sion. This government holds that, until the 
re-establishment of a treaty on this subjeot, 
tbe Venezuelan government must continue to 
make these payments provided for in the 
convention of 1866. There is ground for be­
lief that the dispute growing out of tbe un­
paid obligations due from Venezuela to France 
will be satisfactorily adjusted. The French 
cabinet has proposed a basis of settlement 
whioh meets my approval, but as it involves a 
recasting of the annua*, quotas of tbe foreign 
debt it has been deemed advisable to submit 
the proposal to tbe judgementa of the cabinets 
of Berlin, Copenhagen, the Hague, London 
and Madrid. 

TQE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
At the recent coronation of his malesty 

King Ealakana this government was repre­
sented diplomatically and by the formal visit of a 
vessel of war. The question of terminating or 
modifying the existing reciprocity treaty with 
Hawaii is now before congress. I am con­
vinced that the charges of abuse and frauds 
under that treaty have been exaggerated, and I 
renew the suggestions of last year's message, 
that the treaty be modified wherever its pro­
visions have proved onerous to legitimate 
trade. I am not disposed to favor the entire 
cessation of treaty relations which have fos­
tered sood will between tho countries, and 
contributed toward the equality of Hawaiian 
among the nations. 

GOOD WHJII IN THE OBIENT. 
In pursuance of the policy declared 

by this government of extending our inter­
course with the Eastern nations, legations have 
during tho past year been established in Per­
sia, Siam and Corea. It is probable that per­
manent missions from those countries will ere 
long be maintained in the United States. A 
special embassy from Siam is now on its way 
hither. Treaty relations with Corea were per­
fected by the exchange at Simul on tbe 19th of 
May last of the ratification of tbe lately con­
cluded convention, and envoys from the 
king of Zanzibar have visited this 
country and received a cordial wel­
come. " Corea, as yet unacquainted withJ 

the methods of Western civilization now in­
vites the attention of those interested in the 
foreign trade, as it needs the implements and 
products which the United States are ready to 
supply. We seek no monopoly of its com­
merce aud no advantage over other nations, 
but as the Cliinoso in l eaching for a higher 
civilization have confided in this republic, we 
cannot regard with indifference any encroach­
ments on their rights. 

CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES. 
China, by the payment of a money indemni­

ty, has settled certain of the long-pending 
claims of our citizens. aq,d I have 
strong hopes that the remainder will 
soon be adjusted. Questions have arisen 
touching the rights of American and -other 
foreign manufacturers in China, under tho 
provisions of treaties which permit aliens to 
exercise their industries in that country. On 
this specific point onr own treaty is silent 
But under the operation of the mo-.t favored 
na'ions clause we have like privileges to thoie 
of other powers. While it is the duty of the 
government to seo that our citizens navo the 
full enjoyment of eveiy benefit secured by 
treaty, I doubt the expediency of lead­
ing in movement to constrain China 
to ' admit an interpretation by which 
we have only an indirect right to exact the 
transference to China of American capital. 
For the employment there of Chinese labor 
would in effect inaugurate a competition for 
the control of markets now 'supplied by our 
home industries. There ia good reason to be­
lieve that the law restricting the immigra­
tion of Chinese has been violated intentionally 
or otherwise by the officials of China upon 
whom is devolved the duty of certifying that 
the emigrants belong to the excepted classes. 
Measures have been taken to ascertain the 
facts incident to this supposed infraction 
and it is believed that the government of 
China will co-operate with the United States in 
securing the faithful observance of the law. 
The same considerations which prompted con­
gress at its last session to return to Japan the 
Simoneski indemnity seem to me to require 
at its hands like action in respect to the Can­
ton indemnity fund, now amounting to $300,-
000. The question of the. general revision of 
the foreign treaties of Japan has been consid­
ered in an international conference held at 
Tokio, but without definite result as 
yet. This government is disposed 
to concede the requests of Japair to" 
determine its own tariff duties, pro­
vide such proper judicial tribunals as may 
commend themselves to the Western powers 
for the trial of causes to which foreigners, are 
parties, and to assimilate the terms and decla­
rations of its treaties to those of other civilized 
States. Through our ministers at Loadon and 
Monrovia, this government has endeavored to 
aid Liberia in its differences with Great Britaiu, 
touching the boundaries of that republic. There 
as a prospect of the adjustment of the dispute 
by the adoption of the Mannah river as the line. 
This arrangement is a compromise of the con­
flicting territorial claims. The rich and 
populous valley of the Congo is 
being opened to commerco by a 
society called the International African asso­
ciation, of which the king of the Belgians is 
president, and a citizen of the Unit9d States 
chief executive officer, and large tracts 
of territory have been ceded to the association 
by native chiefs. The objects of this association 
are philanthropic. It does not aim at perma­
nent political ooutro!, but seeks the neutrality 
of- the valleys which have been 
Opened. Steamboats placed on tbe 
river and the nuclei of states established 
*t twenty-two stations under one flag, which 
offers freedom to commerce and prohibts the 
slave trade. The United States cannot be 
indifferent to this work, nor to the interests of 
their citizens involved in it. It may become 
advisable for us to co-operate with other com­
mercial powers in promoting the rights of 
rade and residence in the Congo valley free 
rom the influence or political control of any 

one nation. 
In view of the frequency of invi­

tations from foreign governments to partici­
pate in social and scieitic congresses 
for the discussion of important matters 
of general concern, I repeat the 
suggestion of my last meesage, that provision 
be made for the exercise of discretionary power 
by the executive in appointing delegates to 
?nch conventions. Specialists are ready to serve 
the national interest in such capacity, without 
personal profit or other compensation than the 
defrayment of expenses actually incurred, and 
this a comparatively small annual appropria­
tion woul.t suffice to meet 

BKSTBIOTIONS UFON TBADE. 
1 have alluded in my previous message to 

the injurious and vexatious restrictions suf­
fered by our trade in tbe Spanish West Indies. 
Brazil, whose natural outlet for its great 
national trade iu coffee is in and 
through the United States, imposes 
a heavy export duty upon that product. A 
like narrow policy is pursued iu other Ameri­
can countries. Our petroleum exports are 
hampered in Turkey and in other Eastern 
ports by restrictions as to storage, and by 
onerous'taxation. The free outward movement 
of our great food product is in Bomo quarters 
clogged with like impedimenta For these mis­
chiefs adequate relief is not always provided 
by reciprocity treaties like that with Hawaii 
or tbat lately negotiated with Mexico, and now 
awaiting the action of tbe senate. 
It is advisable to provide some 
measure of equitable relation with 
the governments which discriminate 
against our own. If, for example, the execu­
tive wer9 empowered to apply to Spanish ves­
sels from Cuba and Porta Kico the same rules 
of treatment and scales of prices for technioal 
faults which are applied to our vessels and 
cargoes iu the Antilles, a resort to that course 
might not be batren of good resnlts. A dis­
cretionary authority to forbid the importation 
of articles of consumption injurious to health 
might be advantageously exercised in our deal-
Lngilhth countries that discriminate against our 
food products. _ 

WAR AND TOTS NAVY. 
THE INDIANS MOSTLY QUIET. 

Fyom the report of the secretary of war it 
will be seen tbat in only a single instance has 
there been any disturbance of the quiet condi­
tion of our Indian tribes. A raid was made 
from Mexico into Arizona by a small party of 
Indians, which waB pursued by Gen. Crook 
into tbe mountainous regions from whioh it 
bad come. It is confidently hoped that serious 
outbreaks will not again occur, and that the 
Indian tribes which have for many years dis­
turbed the West will hereafter remain in 
peaceable submission. 

STATE MILITIA ENCOUBAGED. 
On several occasions during the past year 

officers of the arnly have, at the request of 
State authorities, visited these military eu-
campments for inspection of troops. From 
the reports of those offioers I am induced to 
believe that the encouragement of the State 
militia organization by the National govern­
ment would be followed by very gratifying re­
sults and would afford it, Jn sudden emer­
gencies, tbe aid of a large oody of volunteers 
educated »in tbe performance of military du­
ties. 

AN EXPOSED SEAOOAST. 
I again call your attention to the present 

condition of our extended seacoast, upon which 
are So many large cities whose wealth and im­
portance to the country would, in 
time of war, invite attack from mod­
ern armored ships, against which our 
a-yinting defensive works could give no ade­
quate protection. Those works were built be­
fore the introduction of modern heavy rifled 
guns into maritime warfare; and if they are 
not put in an efficient condition, we may easily 
be subjected to humiliation by a hostile power 
jrreatly inferior to ourselves. As germane to 
this subjeot I your attention to the im-

Srtance of pert® ctingour submarine torpedo 
fanaee. ' 
The boasS fvthorfaed bv the fcwt oOn-

gross to report on the mettictfB for the 
.manufacture. heavy : ordnance, and 
adapted to*, ihodern watfare, has vis­
ited the principal iron aud' steel works 
in this country and in Europe. It is hoped that 

l ite report will be soon made, and that congress 
will thereupon be disposed to provide suitable 
facilities and plans for -the manufacture of 
such guns as are now imperatively needed. 
The secretary of the navy reports that, under 
the,authority of the acts of Aug. 5,1882, and 
March 3, <1883, the work of strengthening our 
navy by the construction of modern vessels has 
been auspiciously begun. Three cruisers are 
in progress of construction—the Chicago, of 
4.500 tons displacement, and the Boston and 
Atlantic, each 012,ouu tons, xney are to oe 
built of ateel, with the tensile strength and 
ductility prescribed by law, and in combination 
of speed, endurance, and armament are ex­
pected to compare favorably with the best un­
armed war vessels of other nations. 
A fourth vessel, the Dolphin, to 
be constructed of similar materials, 
is intended to serve as a fleet dispatch boat. 
Tbe double-turreted monitors Puritan, Amphi-
trita and Terror have been launohed on 'the 
Delaware river, and a contract has been made 
for tne supply of their machinery. A similar 
vessel, the Monadnock, has been launohed in 
California. The naval advisory board and the 
secretary recommend the completion of the 
monitors, tbe construction of four gunboats, 
and also of three steel vessels liko the Chicago, 
Boston and Dolphin, as au important measure 
of material defense. 

INTEBIOB WATEBWAYS. 
The secretary urges the immediate oreation 

of an interior fast line of water ways 
across tbe peninsula of Florida, along tbe coast 
from Florida to Hampton Roads, between the 
Chesapeake bav and Delaware river, and 
through Cape Cod. I feel bound to impress 
upon the attention of congress the necessity of 
cSntinued progress in the construction of the 
navy. The condition of the publio treasury, 
as I have already intimated, makes the pres­
ent au auspicious time for putting this branch 
of the service in a state of efficiency. It is no 
part of our policy to create aud maintain a 
navy able to* cope with tbat of the 
other great powers of the world. 
We have no wish for foreign conquest, and the 
peace which we have eo long enjoyed is in no 
seeming danger of interruption'; yet onr naval 
strength shonld be made adequate for the de­
fense of our harbors, the protection of our 
commercial interests, and the maintenance of 
our national honor—a proposition from which 
no patriotic citizen can withhold hiB assent 

r 
THE TREASURY. 

A. GBATHTING EXHIBIT. 
The report of the secretary of the treasury 

gives a full and interesting exhibit of tho 
tinancial condition of the-country. It shows 
that the ordinary revenues from alt sources for 
the fiscal year ended June 30,1883, amounted 
to $398,287,581.05, whereof there was re­
ceived from customs, $214,706,496.93; from 
internal revenue, $144,720,368.95; trom sale 
of public lands, $7,955,864.42; from tax on 
circulation and deposits of national banks, 
$9,111,008.85; from profits on coinage of 
bullion deposits and assays, $4,460,205.17; 
from other sources, $17,333,637.60. Total, 
$398,281,581*95. For the same period the 
ordinary expenditures were: ^ 
For civil expenses $22,343,285 70 
For foreign intercourse 2,419,275 24 
For the Indians 
For pensions 
For the military establishment 

and arsenals 
For the naval establishment, in­

cluding vessels and itnprovem'ts 
atnav/ yards 

For miscellaneous expenditures, 
including public buildings, light­
houses and collecting revenues. - 40,098,432 53 

For expenditures on account of 
District of Columbia 3,81.7,028 48 

For interest on the pubhc debt.... 59,1 Go, 131 25 

7,362,50J 34 
66,012.573 64 

48.911,382 93 

15,283,437 17 

46 

Total $265,408, 
Leaving a surplus revenue of.... 132,879, 
Which, with an amount drawn 

from the cash balance in treasu­
ry of $1,299,312 55, making.. 134,178, 

Was applied to the redemption of 
bonds for the sinking fund 44,850, 

Of fractional currency for the sink­
ing fund. 

Of funded toan of 1881—continued 
at 3 >2 per cent 

Of loan, July and August, 1861— 
continued at 3% Der cent 

Of funded loan of 1907 
Of funded loan of 1881 
Ot loan of February, 1865 
Of loan of July and August, 1861. 
Of the loan of March, 1883. 
Of the loan of July, 1882 
Of 5-20s of 1862 
Of 5-20s of 1864 
Of 5-20s of 1865 
Of 10-40s of 1865 
Of consols .of 1865. 
Of consols of 1867 
Of consols of 1868 
Of Oregon war debt 
Of refunding certificates 
Of old demand, comDound inter­

est and other notes 

137 54 
444 41 

256 96 

700 00 

,556 9G 

65,380,250 00 

20,595, 
1,418, 

719, 
1, 

216, 
116. 

4,765, 
103, 
705, 
960, 

13.355. 
4,080, 

23,570, 
15,465, 

545, 
107, 

,600 00 
,850 00 
,150 00 
800 00 
,600 00 
,850 00 
000 00 
,000 OO 
,000 00 
,000 OO 
,000 OO 
,000 00 
000 00 
,000 00 
,000 00 
,150 oa 

13,300 00 

Total 
The revenue for 

ual and estimated. 

$134,178,796 96 
the present fiscal year, act-
is as follows: 

Source. 

From customs 
From internal reve­

nue 
From sales of pub­

lic lands 
From tax on circu­

lation and deposit 
in national banks. 

From repayment 
of interest and 
sinking fund Pa 
ciflc railroad 

From customs fees, 
ot". ." 

From fees,consular, 
letters patent and 
lands 

From proceeds of 
sales of govern­
ment property 

From profits, coin­
age, etc 

From deposits for 
surveying lands. 

From revenues of 
District of Colum­
bia.... 

From miscellaneous 

Est. for re­
maining three-
auarters o'f y'r. 

$137,597,024 33 

90,337,721 40 

5,067,364 83 

1,642,199 12 

1,478,940 49 

901,303 aa 

2,476,790 20 

167,437 77 

3,149,7S0 54 

327,138 69 

1,643,982 01 
2,382.810 27 

Total $247,023,082 97 $95,966,917 03 

Actual for '83, 
quarter ending 

Sept. 30. 

$57,402,975 f.7 

29,662,07S 63 

2,932,635 17 

1,557,800 88 

521,059 51 

208,696 78 

863,209 80 

112,562 23 

t 950,229 40 

172,461 SI 

256,017 99 
1,237,189 63 

The actual and estimated expenses for the 
same period: 

For civil and miscel­
laneous, including 
public buildings,' 
lighthouses, and 
collecting the rev­
enue for quarter 
ending Sept. 30,' 
1883. actual 

For ludians 
For pensions 
For military estab­
lishment, including 
fortifications, river 
and harbor imple­
ments and arseuals. 

For naval establish-
m'nt,including ves­
sels and machinery 
and improvements 
at navy yards 

Expenditures on ac 
count of District of 
Columbia 

For interest on pub­
lic debt 

Total ordinary ex­
penditures. 

Total receipts, act' 
ual and estimated.. 

Total expenditures, 
actual and estim't'd 

Total estimated am't 
due sinking fund 

Lea vi ug bal aDce of 

First 
quarter. 

For remaining 
three-quart'rs 
of year(est'd). 

$15,385,799 42 
2.623,390 54 

16,285,261 98 

13,672,204 33 

4,199,299 69 

1,138.836 41 

14,797,297 96 

$67,942,090 33 

$343,000,000 00 

258,000, >00 00 

45,816.741 07 
39,183.258 93 

$51,114,200 58 
4,126,609 46 

93,714.738 02 

26,487,793 67 

12,300,700 31 

2,611,163 59 

39,702,702 04 

$190,057,909 67 

If the revenues for the fiscal year which will 
end on June 30, 1885, be estimated upon the 
basis of existing laws, the secretary is of the 
opinion that for that year the receipts will ex­
ceed by $60,000,000 the ordinary expendi­
tures, including_the amount devoted to the 
sinking fund. Hitherto the surplus, as rapid­
ly as it'lias accumulated, has been devoted to 
the reduction of the national debt As aresalt, 
the only bonds now outstanding which are re­
deemable at tho pleasure of the government are 
the 3 per cents, amounting to $305,000,000: 
4*2 per cents, amonnting to ^^oo,uuo,uuu; 
and the $737,000,000 4 per cents are not 
payable until 1891^nd 1907 respectively. If 
the etirpluB snail Hereafter ne as large as the 
treasury estimates now indicate the 3 per cent 
bonds may all be redeemed at least four years 
before any of the 4^ per cents can be called 

The latter at tbe same rate of accumula­
tion of surplus oan be paid at matur­
ity, and the moneys requisite for 
tho redemption of the 4 per cents will 
be in the treasury long before these obligations 
become payable. There are cogent reasons, 
however, why the national indebtedness should 
not be thus rapidly extinguished. Ohief 
among them is the fact that only by excessive 
taxation is such rapidity attainable. 

REDUCING THE BEYENUE. 
In a communication to congress^ at its last 

session I recommended that all excise be abol­
ished except those relating to distilled spirits, 
and that a substantial reduction also be made 
in the revenues from customs. A statute has 
since been enacted by which the annual tax 
and tariff reoeipts of tbe government 
have been cut down to the' extent 
of at least fifty or sixty millions of dollars. 
While I have no doubt tbat still further reduc­
tions may be wisely made,-1 do not advise tbe 
adoption at this session of any measures for a 
largo diminution of the national- revenues. 
The results of the legislation of last session of 
congreBSthave not as yet become sufficiently 
apparent to iustify any radical revision or 
sweeping modifications of existing law. In the 
interval which must elapse before the effects 
of the act of March 3, 1883, can be definitely 
ascertained, a portion, at least, of this surplus 
revenues may be wisely applied to the long-
neglected duty of rehabilitating our navy and 
providing defenses for the protection of our 
harbors. This is a matter to which I shall 
again advert Immediately associated with the 
financial subjects just discussed is the import­
ant question* What, legislation is needed re­
garding the national currency? The aggregate 
amount of bonds now on deposit hi the treas­
ury to support the national bank circulation ia 
about $350,000,000; nearly $200,000,000 
of this amount consists of 3 per cents, which, 
as already stated, are payable at, the 
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meantime the surplus 
minished. The, probable effect of stach an 
extensive retirement of tbe securities which 
are the baaia of the national bank circulation 
would be such a contraction of the volume of 
the currency as to produce grave commercial 
embarrassment How can the danger be obvi­
ated? The most effectual plan, and one 
whose 'adoption at' the earliest practical 
opportunity I shall heartily approve  ̂ has 
already been indicated. If the reve­
nues of the next four years shail 
kept substantial!* domuiensarats with the ex-

penses, the volume oi circulation witt not be 
likely to suffer any material disturbance; but 
if, on the othe? hand, 'there shall be great 
delay in reducing 'taxation, It will become 
neoessary either to substitute some other form 
of currency in place of the national bank notes, 
or to make important changes in the laws by 
which their circulation is now controlled. In 
iby judgment the latter oouras is far preferable. 
I commend to your attention the very 
Interesting and * thoughtful suggestions 
on this subjeot wiuoh appear in 
the secretary's report The objections which 
he urges against the acceptance of .any other 
securities than the obligations of the govern­
ment itself as a foundation for national bank 
circnlation seem to me insuperable. For ad­
verting the threatened contraction, two courses 
have been suggested, either of which is prob­
ably feasible. One is the issuance of new 
bonds, having many years to run, bearing a 
low rate of interest and exchangeable upon 
specified terms for thoee now outstanding. Th< 
other course, which commends itself to my 
own judgment as the better, is the enactment 
of a law repealing the tax on circnlation 
and permitting banks to issue notes 
for an amount equal to 90 per cent of the mar­
ket value, instead of, as now, the face value of 
deposited bonds. I agree with the secretary in 
the belief that the adoption of this plan will 
afford the neoessary rehef. 

THE TBADE DOXILAB. 
The trade dollar was coined for the purposes 

of trade in countries where silver passed at its 
value, ascertained by its weight and finness. 
It never had a legal tender quality. Large 
numbers of these coins entered, how­
ever, into the volume of our currenoy 
by common consent Their circulation in 
domestic trade haff now ceased, and they have 
become a disturbing element They should 
not longer be permitted to embarrass our cur­
rency system. I recommend that provision for 
their reception by the treasury and mints as 
bullion at a small percentage above the cur­
rent market prices of silver of like fineness. 

CUSTOMS DISTBICT8. 
The secretary of the treasury advises a com­

bination of certain of the customs districts 
of the couctry, and suggests that the president 
be vested with such power in relation thereto 
as is now given him in respect to collec­
tors of internal revenue by Sea 
3131 of the revised statutes. The 
statistics on this subject, which are 
cootaiued in his report, furnish of themselves 
a strong argument in defense of his views. Al 
the adjournment of congress the number ol 
internal revenue collection districts was 126. 
By executive orders dated June 25, 1883,1 
directed tbat certain of these districts be con­
solidated The result has been a reduction of 
one-third their number, which at present is but 
eighty-tbree. 

POSTOFFICE AFFAIRS. 
A PBOMISING STATE OF FINANCES. 

The report of the postmaster general con­
tains a gratifying exhibit of the condition and 
prospects of this interesting branch of the 
public service committed to his care. It ap­
pears that on June 30, 1883, the whole nnin-
ber of postoffioes was 47,863, of which 632 
were established during the previous fiscal 
year. The number of offices operating under 
the system of free delivery was 154. At these 
latter offices the postage on local matter 
amounted to $4,195,230.52, a sum exceeding 
by $1,021,894.01 tho entire cost of the 
carriers' service in the country. The 
rate of postage on drop letters passiug 
through these offices is now fixed by law at 
two cents per half ounce or fraction thereof. 
In offices where the carrier system has not 
been abolished the rate is only half as large. 
It will be remembered that in 1863, whou 
free delivery was first established by law, the 
uniform single rate of postage upon local let­
ters was one cent, and so it remained uutil 
1872, when in those oities where carrier serv. 
ice was established it was increased to defray 
tbe expense of such service. It seems to 
me that the old rate may now with pro­
priety be restored, and that, too, even 
at a risk of diminishing for a time, at least, re­
ceipts from postage upon local letters. I can 
Bee no reason why that particular class of mail 
matter should be held accountable for the en­
tire cost of not only its own collection and de­
livery but the collection and delivory of all 
other classes, and I am confident, after full 
consideration of the subject, that the re­
duction of the rate would be followed by such 
a growing volume of business as to occasion 
but slight and temporaiy loss to tho revenue 
of the postoffice. 

POSTAL TELEGBAPH NOT DESIBED. 
The postmaster general devotes much of 

bis report to the consideration in its various 
aspects of the relation of the government to 
the telegraph. Such reflection as I have been 
able to give the subject sinoe my last annnal 
message has not led me to change the view 
which I then expressed, in dissenting from the 
recommendation of the postmaster general, 
that the government assume the same control 
over the telegraph whioh it has always ex­
ercised over the mails. Admitting that its au­
thority in the premises be as ample as hae evei 
been claimed for it, it would not, in 
my judgment, be a wise use 
of tbat amboritv to purchase or assume tht 
Sontrol of existing telegraph lines, or to con­
struct others with a view of entering into gen­
eral competition with private enterprise. The 
objections which may ne justly urged against 
either of these projects and. indeed, against 
any system which would require an enormous 
increase in the civil service, do not, however, 
apply to some of the plans which have lately 

Erovoked public comment and discussion. It 
as been claimed, for example, that congress 

might wisely authorise the postmaster general 
to contract with some private person or 
corporation for the transmission of messages 
at specified rates and under government 
supervision. Various such schemes, of the 
same general nature but widely differing in 
their st>ecial characteristics.- have been sug­
gested in the public prints, and the ar umeuta 
by which they have been supported and op­
posed have doubtless attracted' your attention. 
It is likely that the whole subject will be con­
sidered by you at the present session. In the 
nature of things it involves eo many questions 
of detail that your ' deliberations would prob­
ably be aided" slightly, if at all, by any par­
ticular suggestions which I might cow submit. 
I avow my belief, however, that the govern­
ment should be authorized by law to exercise 
court supervision over interstate telegraph 
communication, and I express tho hope that 
for attaining that end some measure be devised 
which will receive your approbation. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
BEGULATION OF FEES. 

The attorney general criticizes in his report 
the provisions of the existing law fixing tbe 
fees of jurors aud witnesses in the federal 
courts. The provisions are chiefly oontained 
in the act of February 26, 1853, though some 
of them were introduced into the a^t 
from statutes which had beea pasted 
many years previous. It is mani­
fest that such compensation as might, 
when these laws were enacted, have 
been just and reasonable, would in many in­
stances be justly remanded at the present day 
as inadequate. I concur with the attorney gen­
eral in the belief that the statutes should be 
revised by which these fees are regulated. So, 
too, should be the laws to regulate the com­
pensation of district attorneys and marshals. 
They should be paid wholly *bv salary, instead 
of in part by fees, as is now" the case. The 
change would prove to be a measure of econ­
omy, and would discourage the institution of 
nee'dieas and oppressive legal proceedings, 
which it is to be feared have in some instauces 
been conducted for the mere sake of persoual 
gain. 

INTEHIOR DEPARTMENT. 
EVILS TO BE BEMEDIED. 

Much interest and varied information is con­
tained in tbe report of tbe seoretary of the 
interior. I particularly call your attention to 
his presentation of oertain phases of the 
Indian question, to his recommendations for 
the repeal of the pre-emption and timber cul­
ture acts and far more stringent legislation to 
prevent frauds under the pension Jaws. The 
statutes which prescribe the definition and pun­
ishments of crimes pertaining to pensions, could 
doubtless be made more effective by certain 
amendments and additions, which are pointed 
out in the secretary's reporf. I have" previ­
ously referred to the alarming state of illiter­
acy in certain portions of the country, and 
again submit for the consideration of congross 
whether some federal aid should not be extended 
to public Drimarv education wherever ade­
quate provision therefor has not already been 
made. 

UTAH. 
The Utah commission has submitted to the 

secretary of the interior its second annual re­
port As a result of its labors supervising 
the recent election in that Territory, pur­
suant to the act of March 22, 1882, 
it appears that the persous by that act 
disqualified, to the number of about 12,000, 
were excluded from the polls. This fact, how­
ever, affords little cause for congratulation, 
and I fear that it is far from indicating auy 
real and substantial progress toward tbe extir­
pation of polygamy. All of the members of 
the legislature are Mormona There is grave 
reason to believe that they are in sympathy 
with the practices that this government is seek­
ing to suppress, and that i's effort in that re­
gard will be more likely to encounter their 
opposition than receive their encouragement 
and support Even if this view shonld 
happily be erroneots, the law eunder 
whioh the commissioners have been acting, 
should be made more effective by tbe incorpor­
ation of some such measures as they recom­
mend and as were included in bill No. 2,238 
on the calendar of the senate at its last session. 
I am convinced that polygamy is so strongly 
intrenched in the Territory of Utah tbat it is 
profitless to attack with tbe state weapons 
whioh constitutional legislation provide. I fa­
vor, therefore, the repeal of the act upon whioh 
the government depends, the assumption by tbe 
national legislature of entire political control 
of the Territory and the establishment of a 
commission with such powers and duties as 
ihall be delegated to it by law. _ 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRIC OLTOBK 
is accomplishing much in the direction of the 
agricultural development of the country, and 
the report of the commissioner giving 
the results of his investigations 
and experiments, wQl be found inter­
esting and valuable. . At his instance a 
convention of thosQ interested in the cattle in­
dustry . of tbe country was lately held at 
Ohicaga The prevalence of pleuro-pneu-
monia and other oontagious diseases or ani­
mals was one of the chief topics of dis­
cussion. A committee of the convention 
will invite your co-operation in investigat­
ing the causes of these diseases, and pro­
viding methods for "their prevention and cure. 
I trust that congress will not fail at its present 
session to put Ala Aa under the protection of 
laws. - Its people have repeatedly remonstrated 
against onr neglect to afford them the main­
tenance and protection expressly guaranteed by 
the terms of̂ he treaty, wbereby that territory 
was oeded Uy. the United States. - For sixteen 
years (hey have pleaded in tain IK that which 
theysbould havct received without 

no Jaw for -
ask< 
the 

of th* /Mabt the envbort 

of schools the conveyance of property, the ^ 
administration of laws, or.the enforcement of 1-
contracts—-none indeed for the punishment of 
criminals except suoh as are afforded by oer- £ 
tain cubtomB, commerce and navigation acts. 
The resources of Alaska, especially in fur, •?. 
inines and lumber, are considerable in extent v 
and capable of large development, while its geo­
graphical situation is one of political andxom-
mercial importance. The promptings of inter­
est, therefore, as well as considerations of honor 
and good faith, demand the immediate estab­
lishment of civil government in that Territory. 

BAILWAT8. 
Complaints have lately been numerous, and 

urgent that certain corporations controlling in 
Whole or part tbe facilities for the inter-state 
carriage of merchandise by the great railways 
of the country have resorted in thQir dealings 
with the'public to divers measures unjust 
and oppressive in their character. In some 
instances the State governments have attacked 
and suppressed these evils, but in 
others they have been unable to af­
ford adequate relief because of the -
jurisdictional limitations which are imposed 
upon them by tbe federal constitution. The 
question whether the national government may 
lawfully interfere in tbe premises, and what, 
if any, supervision of control it ought to exer­
cise,'is one which merits your careful consid­
eration. While we oannot fail to recog­
nize tbe importance of the vast rail­
way systems of the country, and their 
great and beneficial influence upon the 
development of our material wealth. We 
Bhould, on the otlrer hand, remember that no 
individual corporation ought to be invested 
with absolute power over the interest of any 
other citizen or class of citizens. The right of 
thoBe railway corporations to any profitable re­
turn upon tneir investment ana to reasonao e 
freedom in their regulations must bo 
recognized, but it seems only just that, so far 
as its constitutional authority will permit^ con­
gress should protect people at large in their ~ 
interstate traffic against an act of injustice 
which State governments are powerless to 
prevent 

FOBEST PKESEBVES. 
In my last annnal message I called attention 

to the necessity of protecting by suiiable legis­
lation the forests situated upon the publio do­
main. In mauy portions of tbe West the pur­
suit of general agriculture is only made prac­
ticable by resort to irrigation. While success-
Ail irrigation wonld be impossible without the 
aid afforded by forests in contributing to the 
regularity and constancy of the supply of 
water. During the past year severe suffering 
and great loss of property have been occa­
sioned by profuse floods, followed by periods 
of unusually low water m many of the great 
rivers of the country; these irregularities were, 
in gzeat measure, caused by the removal from 
about the sources of tbe streams in question 
of the timber by which the water supply had 
been nourished and protected. The preserva­
tion of such portions of the forests on tbe na­
tional domain as essentially contribute to the 
equable flow of important "water courses is of 
the highest consequence. Important tributaries 
of the Missouri, the Columbia and the Sas­
katchewan, rise in the mountains of Montana, 
now the northern boundary of the United 
States, between the Eiackfeet and Flathead In­
dian reservations. This region is unsuitable for 
settlement, but upon the rivers which flow from 
ir, depends in the future the agricultural 
development of a va^t tra.-t of country. The 
attention of congress is called to the necessity 
of withdrawing from tbe public Bale this part 
sf the public domain, and establishing there a 
forest preserve. 

The industrial exhibitions which have been 
held in the United States during the present 
year attracted the attention of many foreigu 
countries, where the annonncement of those 
enterprises had been made public through the 
foreign representatives of this government 
Tbe Southern exhibits at Louisville were 
largely attended by the exhibitors of foreign 
countries, notwithstanding the absence of 
any professional character in those undertak­
ings. The centennial exposition to be held 
next year at New Orleans, in commemoration 
of the century of the first shipment of cotton 
from a port of the United States, bids fair to 
meet with like gratifying success. Under the 
act of congress of the 10th of February, 1883, 
declaring that exposition to be national 
and international in its character, 
tho foreign governments with which the 
United States maintains relatione, have been 
invited to participate. The promoters of this 
important undertaking have already reoeived 
assurances of the lively interest it has excited 
abroad. 

The report of the commissioner of 
the District of Columbia is herewith trans­
mitted. I ask for it your eareful attention, es­
pecially for those portions which relate to as-
sements for taxes and water supply. 

TI1E CIVIL SERVICE. 
WOBKINGS OF THE LAW. 

The commissioners appointed under the act 
of Jan. 16, 1883, entitled "An act to regulate 
and improve tbe civil service of the United 
States," entered promptly npon the discharge 
of their duties. A series of rules framed in ac­
cordance with tho spirit of the statute 
was approved and promulgated by the 
president. In some particulars where­
in they seemed defective those 
rules were subsequently amended. It will be 
perceived that they discountenanced any polit­
ical or religious teBts for admission to the 
offices of the public service to which the statute 
relates. The statute related in its original form 
to the classified clerkships in tbe several exec­
utive-departments at Washington, numbering 
about 5,600, and to similar positions in the 
customs districts and postoffioes where as 
many as fifty persons aro employed. A classi­
fication of these positions, analogous to that ex­
isting in the Washington offices, was duly made 
before the law went into effect Eleven customs 
districts and twenty-threa poatoffices were 
thus brought under the immediate operation 
of the statute. The annnal report or the civil 
service commission, which will soon be submit­
ted to congress, will doubtless afford the meas­
ure of a more.definite judgment than I am now 
prepared to express as to the merits of the new 
system. I am persuaded that its effects^ have 
ttius far proved beneficial. Its practicable 
methods appear to be adequate for tbe ends 
proposed, and there has been no serious diffi­
culty in carrying them into effect Since the 
16th of July last no person, so far as I am 
aware, has been appointed to the publio serv­
ice in the classified portions thereof at any of 
(lie departments or at any of the postoflices 
and customs districts above named, except 
i hose certified by the commission to be compe­
tent in the basis of the examination held in 
conformity to rules. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE PBESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION. 

At the time when the present executive en­
tered upon his office, his death, removal, resig­
nation or inability to discharge his dnties wonld 
have left the government without a constitu­
tional head. It is possible, of course, 
that a similar contingency may again 
arise, unless tne wisdom oi congress 
shall provide against its recurrence. The sen­
ate, at its last session, after full c onsideration, 
uassed an act relating to this subject which will 
now, I truBt, commend itself to tlia approval of 
both houses of congress. The claus3s of the 
constitution, upon which must depend any law 
regulating the presidential succession, presents 
also for solution other questions of para­
mount importance. These questions relate to 
the proper interpretation of the phrase "ina­
bility to discharge the powers and duties of the 
said office." Our law providing, that when 
the president ehall suffer from such 
inability, tho presidential office shall devolve 
upon the vice president who must himself, un­
der the circumstances, give place to such offer 
as congress mav by law appoint to act as 
president. I need not here set forth numerous 
and interesting inquiries which are suggested 
by these words of the constitution. They were 
fully stated in my first communication to con­
gress, and have since been the subject of fre-" 
auont deliberations in that body. It is greatly 
to be hoped that these momentuous questions 
will find speedy solution, lest an emergency 
should arise when longer delay will be impos­
sible, and any determination, albeit the wisest; 
may furnish cause for anxiety and alarm. For 
the reasons fully stated in my last aunual 
message, I repeat my recommendation 
that congress propose an amendment to tbat 
provision of the constitution which prescribed 
that the formalities for the enactmont of laws, 
whereby in respect to bills for the appropria­
tion of public moneys, the executive may be 
enabled,while giving his approval to particu­
lar items, to interpose his veto as to such others 
as do not commend themselves to his judg­
ment 

THE FOUBTEENTH AMENDMENT 
of the constitution confers the rignts of citi­
zenship unon all persons born or naturalized 
in the United States, and subject to tbe juris­
diction thereof. It was the special purpose of 
this amendment to insnre. members of the 
co'ored race the full interment of civil 
and political righta Certain statnatory pro­
visions, intended to secure the enforcement of 
those rights, have been recently declared un-
constituonal by the supreme court Any legis­
lation whereby congress may lawfully supple­
ment the guaranties wbicn tho constitution 
affords for the equal enjoyment by all the citi­
zens of the United States or every right, priv­
ilege and immuuiiy of citizenship, will re­
ceive mv unhesitating apr-roval 

[Signed] CEESTEB A. ABTHUB. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., DJC. 3, 1883. 

An Interest!ne Patent Suit. 
An interesting case, involving a very in» 

genious and economical device, has just 
been decided by the courts, the particulars 
of which will bear brief mention. Nelson 
Lyon of Albany, N. Y., h >s recovered Judg- . 
ment of $8,447.10 besides cost and interest 
against 0.1*. Fisher & Co., in the United 
8tatea Circuit Court, at Detroit, Mich., ior 
an itifriugment of what is kno^va to the 
trade as Lyon's Patent Metallic H;el Stiffen-
er. This contrivance is <ne of the most use­
ful of modern inventions, and has achieved 
a remarkable sale —over three-quarters of a 
miilion dollars worth, the testimony in the 
present su't shewed having been disposed of 
since the patent was granted,' being a grand 
total ot 273 478 pounds, or 3,883,000 pairs. 
At ote time the Attorney General of the 
United 8tates declared the Lyon patent in­
valid, simply on account of aa informality 
in the application, but this waa afterward 
corrected by the Commissioner of Patents, 
in accordance with a special act of Congress 
authorizing such correction. Fisher's main 
improvement consisted in elongating the 
rcrew-hole fastening the plate, and, as de­
fendants they based their main defence in 
trvinr to show tha special act of ood£roB 
waa ill constitutional and that plaintiff's in- ; 
vention was not new. Action was com­
menced in May, -1880, a perpetual. injunc­
tion was obtained in December following; 
and the case was referred to a master to as­
certain the profits made by defendant and f-
the loss sustained by Mr. Lyon. Tha mas­
ter reported th* sum as $3,884,but on motion 

; the court dodbled the same, and directed 
! judgment to be entered against dafajRUnta 
I ior suoh double damage, with Bdnat from 
[,ihe date of tha niiwinroit nd eoiif. 
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