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OF INDEPENDENCE

ity i ..
Adopted at the Omaha Conference of Laboring People
July 4th, 1892,

Assembled upon the one hundred and sixteenth anniversary of the de-
claration of independence, the peoples party of America, in their first na-
tional convention, invoking upon their action the blessing of almighty
God, puts forth in the name and on behalf of the people of this country,
the following preamble and declaration of principles: :

The conditions whichsurround us beet justify our co-operation. Wemeet
in the midst of a nation brought tq the verge of moral, political and material
ruin. Corruption dominates the ballot box, thelegislatures, the congress, and
touches even the ermine of the bench. The people are demoralized. Most
of the states have been compelled to isolate the voters at-the polling places
to prevent universal intimidation or bribery. The newspapers are largely
subsidized or-muzzled, public opinion silenced, business prostrated, our
homes covered with mortgages, labor impoverished, and the land concen-
trating in the hands of the capitalists. e urban workmen are denied the
¢ight of organization for self protection; imported pauperized labor beats
down their wages; a bireling standing armv, unrecognized by our laws, is

tablished to shoot them down, and they are rapidly degzneratin into

uropean conditions. The fruits of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to
build up collosal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history of man-
kind, and the possessors of these, in turn, despise the republic and endanger
{iberty. From the same prolific womb of governmental injustice we breed
the two great classes—tramps and millionaires.

The national power to create money isappropriated to enrich bondhold-
#rs. A vast public debt payable in legal tender currency has been funded
h;to gold-bearing bonds, thereby adding millions to the burdens of the peo-
ple.

THE OLD PARTIES ARRAIGNED.

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn of history, has
been demonetized to add to the purchasing power of gold by decreasing
the value of all forms of property, as well as human labor, and the supply
of currency is purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt emterprise
and enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind has been or-

anized on two continents and is rapidly taking possession of the world.
f not met and overthrown at once it forebodes terrible soclal convulsions,
fgm destruction of civilization, or the establishment of an absolute despot-
m.
We have witnessed for more than a century the struggles of the two
at political parties for power and plunder, while grevious wrongs have
been inflicted upon the suffering people. We charge that the controlling
{nfluences dominating both these partieshave permitted theexisting dread-
ful conditions to develop without serious effort to prevent or restrain them.
Neither do they now promise us any substantial reform. They have agreed
together to ignore in the coming campaign every issue but one. They pro-
ose to drown the outcries of plundered people with the uproar of a sham
attle over the tariff, so that capitalists, corporations, national banks,
rings, trusts, watered stock, the demonetization of silver, and the oppres-
sions of the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose to sacrifice our
homes, lives and children on the altar of Mammon; to destroy the multi-
tude in order to secure corruption funds from the millionaires. i

Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the nation, and filled
with the spirit of the grand generation who established our independence,
we seek to restore the government of the republic to the hands of*‘the plain
people” with which class it originated.

THE WAR I8 OVER.

‘We assert our ’Bu?oses to be identical with the purposes of the nation-
al.constitution—“To form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, grovide for the common defense, promote the gener-
al welfare and secure the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posteri-
ty.” We declare that this republic can only endure as a iree government
while built upon the love ot the whole people for each other and for the na-
tion; that it cannot be pinned together by bayonets; that the civil war is
over, and that every passion and resentment which grew out of it must die
with it and that we must be in fact, as we are in name, one united brother-
hood of freemen, ,

Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for which there is no
precedent in the history of the world—our annual agricultural productions
amount to billions of dollars in value, which must within a few weeks or
months be exchanged for billions of dollars of commodities consumed in their
production; the existing currency supply is wholly inadequate to make this
exchange; the results are falling prices, the formation of combines and rings
and the impoverishment of the producing class. We pledge ourselves that
if given power we will labor to cotrect these evils by wise and reasonable
legislation in accordance with the terms of our platform.

We believe that the powers of government—in other words, of the peo.
ple—should be expanded (asin the case of the postal service) as rapidly
and as far as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teachings ol
experience shall justify, to the end that oppression, injustice and poverty
ghall eventually cease in the land.

. THREEFOLD DECLARATION.

While our sympathies as a party of reform are naturally upon the side
of every proposition which will tend to make men intelligent, virtuous and
temperate, we nevertheless regard these questions, important as they are,
as secondary to the great issues now pressing for solution, and upon which
not only our individual prosperity but the very existence of free institu.
tions depend; and we ask all men to first help us to determine whether wq
are to have a republic to administer before we differ as to the conditions
upon which it is to be administered, believing that the forces of reform this
day organized will never cease to move forward until every wrong is rem-
edied and equal rights and equal privileges securely established for all the
men and women of the country. y :

We declare, therefore— i :

First, That the union of the labor forces of the United States, this day
consummasted, shall be permanent and perpetual. May its spirit enter in-
to all hearts for the salvation of the republic and the uplifting of mankind.

Second, Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every dollar taken
from industry without an equivalent is robbery. “If any will not work,
neither shall he eat.” The interests of rural and civic labor are the same;
their enemies are identical. :

Third, We believe that the time has come when the railroad corporations
will either own them the people or the people must own them and should the
government enter upon the work of owning and managing any or all rail-
toads we should favor an amendment to the constitution by which all per-
sons engaged in the government service shall be placed under a civil service
regulation of the most rigid character, so as to prevent the increase of the
power of the national administration by the use of such additional gov-
ernment employes.

PLATFORM PLANKS.

1st. We demand a national currency, safe, sound and flexible, issued
by the general government only, & full legal tender for all debts, public and
private, and that without the use of banking corporations; a just. equit-
able and efficient means of distribution, direct to the people, at a vax not
exceeding 2 per cent, be provided, as set forthin the subtreasury plan of the
farmers alliance, or some better system; also, by payments in discharge
of its obligations for public improvements.

a. We demand free and unlimited coinage of silver and gold at the
oresent lezal ratio ef16 to 1. -

b. We demand that the amount of circulating medium be speedily in-
creased to not less than $50 per capita.

¢. We demand a graduated income tax.

d. We believe that the money of the country should be kept as much
as possible in the hands of the people, and hence we demand that all state

national revenue shall be limited to the necessary expenses of the

gvernment, economically and honestly administered.

e. We demand that postal savings banks beentablished by the govern-
meént for the safe deposit of the earnings of the people and to facilitat

exchange. ;

Second—Transportation being a means of change- and a public neces-
sity, the government should own and operate the railroads in the interests
of the people. : : ) :

&. The telegraph and telephone, like the postoffice system, being a ne-
eesiity for the transmission of news, should be owned and operated in by
she government in the interest of the people.

‘fhird-~The land, including all the natural resources of wealth, is the
feritage ot all the people, ard should not be monopolized for speculative
purpusees, and alien ownership of land should be prohibited. ~All land now
beld b 7 railraads ana other corporations in excess of their actual aceds,
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—Resolved, That we pledge
sions to ex-union soldiers and ll:.ilorl.

the further restriction of undesirable

sisted by federal officials.
of the people and the reform press the

itiative and referendum.
ighth—Resolved, That we favor

private corporation for any purpose.

Whereas_other questions have been presented
we hereby submit the following, not as a part of the platform
resolutions expressive of the sentiment of this conven-

First—Resolved, That we demand a free ballot and a fair count in all

elections and pledge ourselves to secure it to every legal voter without
federal intervention through the adoption by the states of the unperverted
Australian or secret ballot system. : '

: Second—Resolved, That the revenue derived from a
tax should be applied to the reduction of the burden of taxation now rest-
ing upon the domestic industries of this country. :

Fifth—Resolved, Thas we cordially sym
ganised workingmen to shorten the hours of labor, ‘and demand a rigid
enforcement of the existing eight-hour law on government work, and ask
that a penality, clause be added to the said law.

Sixth—Resolved, That we regard the maintenance of a large standing
army of mercenaries, known as the Pinkerton system, as a menace to our
liberties, and we demand its abolition; and we condemn the recent inva-
sion of the territory of Wyoming by the hired

‘of the peo-

graduated income

our support to fair and liberal pen-

: both—tBh:solved 5 That we emm thefallacy of protecting American
abor under resent system, which opens our ports to the pau
{eriminal classes g! the world, and crowds out ourpo g
nounce the present ineffective laws against contract labor, and demand

and

earners; and we de-

on.
thize with the efforts of or-

assassins of plutocracy, as-

Seventh—Resolved, That we commend to the favorable consideration

legislative system known as the in-
a constitutional provision limiting

the office of president and vice president to one term, and providing for
the election of senators of the United States by a direct vote of the people.
Ninth—Resolved, That we,oppose any subsidy or national aid to any
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THE CAMPAIGN 0F EDUCATION

HE RULES WHO READS.

- Great West Book List.

GREAT WEST. 679 Wabasha
the price, and the work will

Send Orders for any of the" Following Works to THE

Street, St. Paul, Minn., with
be mailed you postage free.

these books and keep
converters.

Remember

That the conversions to the qreat cause of Human-
ity muet now be by reading. G@et at least Four of

them loaned out.  They are

That is your missionary work.

Caesar’s Column. A story of the
twentieth centurv. ByIgnatius Don-
nelly. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c.
Swedish and Norwegian editions, pa-
per, 75c.

‘“The most remarkableand thought
roducing novel that the disturbed
industrial and social conditions of
the present have produced.”—Arena.

A KentuckyColonel. By OpieRead.
Cloth $1.25; paper, 50c.*

Hon. Henry C. Caldwell, who is not
only one of the greatest of American
lawyers, but one of the best of liter-
ary critics, says: “I have never read
a better story. It is the most beau-
tifully written, the most striking in
character, and, upon the whole, one
of the most thrilling and yet chaste
pieces of fiction that’has been pro-
duced in many a day.”

An Indiana Man. By LeRoy Arm-
strong. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c.
“It bears the same relation to the
fight against the saloon that ‘Uncle
Tom’s Cabin’ did to thefight against
slavery.”’—John P. St. John.

A Tramp in Society. ByR.H. Cow-
drey. Cloth $1.25; paper, 50c. °

¢ Thrilling and fascinating. . . No
one who reads it can restrain admir-
ation for the man who can write such
a story that contains so much that
is helpful and betberinf to human-
ity.”—Arkansaw Traveler. :

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c.

“This latest work of Mr. Donaelly
is fully equal, if not superior, in orig-
inality and to all that have
p ed it. The plot is based on
one of the burning questions of the
day—the race problem—and it is one
of the most original and striking
conceptions in literature.”—8t. Jo-
seph (Mo.) News.

Better Days; or, a Millionaire of
Tomorrow. By Thomas and Anna
M. Fitch. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c.

“The authors of this instructive

and fascinating book are Tom Fitch,
our silver-to orator, and his

gifted wife, and their combined tal-

Dr. Huguet. By Ignatius Donnelly. |

i,

ent has p:odnced a wor&whi;h is far
superior to anything that has ap-
peared for years in our literary
world.”—San Francisco News-Letter.

.

Ten Men of Money Island. ByS.F.
Norton. Cloth, $1.00; paper 25c.

“It makes the Money question,
which has bothered so many brains,
as simple as the alphabet. 1tis a lit-
erary wonder in this, that it makes
posting oneself on the fundamental
principles of righteous finance as ea-
sy and pleasant reading as Robinson
Crusoe.”’—Lester C. Hubbard.

Len Ganaett. By Opie Read. Cloth,
$1.25; paper, 50c.

“So beautiful, so chaste, so full of
simple, rugged honesty and pure,
wholesome sentiment that no onecan
read the book without being bettered
. . . Itis full of gentle humor that
has just enough tart in it to make it
appetizing. Some of the word-paint-
ing is almostsublime, and everywhere
there is that broad, sweet touch of
tenderness that is a part of the au-
thor’s very self.”—Charles Eugene
Banks.

A Member of the Third House. By
Hamlin Garland. Cloth, $1.25; pa-
per, 50c.

“A novel with a sting—a brief
trenchant, hard-hitting story, bear-
ing on current methods of influenc-
ing legislation. Recent American
fiction can show nothing better than
Mr. Garland’s work.”’—Chicago Times.

TseE PricE oF THE RiNne. By Mar-
garet Holmes. Cloth, $1.25; paper,
50c. '

A remarkable novel, in which a del-
icate subject is handled in a master-

in an Americantown. Should
there be one code of morals for wo-
men and another one for men ?

AN HEr Te¢ MiLLioNs. By Edgar

A powerful story of New York so-
cial lg:,_ahd considered by Mr. Faw-

cett himself to be his best and stron-
gest work.

ful manner. A dramatic plea for so-| -
 cial R;rity in a realistic tale of every-|.
dayhi

Faweett. Cloth, $1.25;  paper, 50c. |Ahes

novel will be pleased with this book
from the author of “In Office’”’—an
exceedingly strong and well-balanced

SELECTED SToRIES. By Opie Read.
Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c.

““These stories of Opie Read are
admirable. The mingled  strain -of
broad humor, irrepressible anecdote
and touching pathos recalls to me
vividly the inimitable Lincoln as a
reconteur.””—Madeleine Vinton Dahl-

gren.

The cloth binding of this book
inakes a particularly appropriate
presentation volume. 1

EMMETT BoNLORE. By Opie Read.
Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c.

A book containing all the qualities
which have made “A Kentucky Colo-
nel”’ so popular, with even greater
variety of action and incident and
character, and full of rich and spark-
ling humor.

A MAN AND A WoMmAN. By Stanley
Waterloo. Cloth,$1.25; paper, 50c.

“A book of tremendous vitality
and power has come out of Chicago
—a novel which deals with a life that
has been lived. ‘A man and a Wo-
man,’ by Stanley Waterloo, has the
fearlessness and vigor of the West,
and gives the history of a man’s life
with appalling reality.””—Boston
Transcript.

“A splendid and emphatic answer
to the ‘ Kreutzer Sonata.’”’—Figaro.

IN OFFICE: A story of Washington
Life and Society. By Lewis Vital
Bogy. Paper, 25c¢.

For the writing of this book the
author was discharged from the pub-
lic service.

An extremely clever story, which is
creating a great sensation,and which
commends itself to the general read-
ing public on account of its intrinsic
merit as well.

AN HoNEsT LAWYER. By Aldrich
Milton Kerr. Cloth, $1.25; paper,
50c.

Distinctively an American Novel,
and as such, and because of the fas-
cinating interest of the story, and
the masterful style in which itis writ-
ten, it will commend itself, aside from
the lesson conveyed, to all who ad-
mire the virile and original in litera-
ture.

SEx AxDp Lire. By Eli F. Brown,
M. 8., M. D. Illustrated. Cloth, $1;
paper, 50c. :

A very sensible book, for it discus-

ses plainly, yet with delicacy, the
physiology and hygiene of the sexu-
al organization. After describingthe
common sex principle in plants and
animals, the author enters upon the
discussion of conjugal love, heredity
and the use and abuse of the sexual
passion, and other topics which sel-
dom find a place in a volume for gen-
eral reading. His work cannot fail
to have good results, for his sugges-
tions are wise, and the information
he furnishes should be known kyall.”
—San Francisco Chronicle.
“It tells the story every father
wants to tell his son, and every mo-
ther wants to tell her daughter, and
which both defer too often because
they hesitate to approach so delicate
a subject.”’—Inter Ocean.

Tre Crisis oF A ParTy. By Au-
gustus Jacobson. Paper, 25c¢.

Protective Tariff Delusion. By
Mrs. Marion Todd. Paper, 25c¢.

“The best book ever written upon
the subject for the general reader.”’—
Col. B. 8. Heath.

Prof. Goldwin Smith And His

natural
mad.”—thlhqonformht.

Tae LirTLE GiaNT CYcLOPEDIA and
Treasury of Ready Reference. By K.
L. Armstrong. With 82 colored
plates and maps. Revised to date.
A million and one facts and figures.
16mo, full leather, flexible, red edges,
$1.00.

“This wonderful book will add a
year toany man’slifetime, if it is true
that time saved is timesnatched from
the grare.””—Qttawa Tribune.

THE NEW DECLARATION OF INDE-
PENDENCE: The People’s Problems
Plainly Presented. By Francis J.
Schulte. Colored chart, 21 x 28 in-
ches, printed onheavy paper, suitable
for framing. Price, 25¢., post-paid.
Per dozen, by express, $2.00.

This chart shows in colored dia-
grams the conditions whichggonfront
us, and teachers ata glance the whole
situation—Labor, Land, Finance and
Transportation—and theremedies as
outlined in the Omaha Platform,
which is printed in full, in clear type.
There are also portraits of Gen.
Weaver and Gen. Field. Altogether
it is the most effective compaign
argument ever devised. i

Sones of the LowrLy And Other
Poems. By George Horton. Cloth, gilt,
$1.50.

These poems, just published, are a
distinct addition to the literature of
America, and their author may justly
be called the poet of the people. A
beautiful volume and especially suit-
able as a gift-book.

RaeNarok: The Age of Fire And
Gravel. By Ignatius Donnelly. Il-
lustrated. Cloth, $2.00.

““The work will be read with curious
interest by the learned, and, though
it draws perpetually on the treasuries
of scientific and ethnic lore, the un-
learned will pore over its pages with
eagerness aud delight.”’—Prof. Alex-
ander Winchell.

ANoTHER STEP FORWARD; or, Bet-
ter Times for us All. By Augustus
Jacobson. Paper, 15¢c.

The two foregoing books are by a
writer of remarkable force, a deep
thinker and an earnest philanthropist.
As a warning against the encroach-
ments of plutocracy, they deserve to
rank with the best of Reform litera-
ture.

DONNELLIANA. Excerpts from the
Wit, Wisdom and Eloquence of Ig-
natius Donnelly, with a biography
by Everett W. Fish, M. D. Cloth,
$1.50; paper, 50c.

like of which could scarcely begleaned
from the writings or speeches of any
other public man of modern times.
The biography proper is in reality &
history of the Reform movement, and
a startling commentary on existing
conditions.

LaBor and FINANCE REVOLUTION.
By B. S. Heath. Cloth, $1.25; paper,
50c.

New edition, revised to date. This
book, the standard authority for Re-
form workers and speakers, is now
for the first time offered at a popular

of every thinking citizen.

Pizarro and JOEN SHERMAN. By
Mrs. Marion Todd. Paper, 25c¢.
“This book handles the money
question both historically and
mentatively, and when the read-
er %a.ys it down he will have acompre-
hensive knowledge of this momentous
topic.”—Farmers’ Voice,

COPLEY SQUARE SERIES.

ARENA PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Copley Square, BOSTON, MASS.

and Bread-Winners'
Price, single copy 25 cents.

679 WaBasHA ST.

“rHE GREAT WEST,

|, Bond-Holders and Bread-Winers.

e os .:tg{:,’Y h uld. ad 1t.
The most powerful book of the year. Its argument is irresistable. You sho re| o
PESIDENT L. L. POLK, NATIONAL F. A. &I U., SAID: “It should be placed in the bande
of every voter in this country.” Price, postpaid, 25 cents.

Il. Money, Land, and. Transportation.
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IV. ESAU; or, The Banker's Victim,

«“Esau” is the title of a new book by Dr T. A.

power.
© Hon. John Davis, M. C., says: “It is a most thrilling
Secretary National Citizens’ Alllance, says: *
from begining to end. I wish every woman in America might

Bland. It is s political novel of purpose and

of war, love, and tugody." Mrs,
. Bland’s book ‘Esau’ is a -m
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