
\u25a0

W i. "•^i^—rn^—^rssstnß^^^-ium^^ \u25a0 iiiMHirTIfirTTTTTWIi Bra— B>ei««u.L.i-m--.»iijrrmiiiiBtnfTrrinmTßMii^iTiiTnig-Mrri'nfWf'Ti-

VOL. X. SAINT PAUL, MINN. FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 11, 1888. NO. 132.

PiunEtß REaIS
tssana

Commodore N. W. Kittson Sud-
denly Dies on a Railway

Train in Illinois.

be ——aa

fie Quietly Passes Away of
Heart Disease While Sit-

ting* in a Dining Car.—wmmaa

The Remains Expected to
Reach St. Paul at 1:30 '

This Afternoon.
_Z3B____

Milestones in the Remarkable
Career of Minnesota's

Oldest Settler.

One of St. Paul's Most Public-
Spirited and Generous

Citizens Sleeps,
I.WiIn '\u25a0 \u25a0 i'—TT7l

And To-Day All Minnesota
Will Mourn Its Irrepa-

rable Loss.

To all of the residents ofSt. Paul-
young and old— news that the Globe
conveys this morning will come with

peculiar sadness. Commodore Norman
W. Kittson is dead. He died of heart
disease, between 6 and 7 o'clock last
evening, on the dining car ofpassenger
train No. 5, Chicago & Northwestern
railroad, near Harvard, 111., about fifty
miles out from Chicago. His death was
without warning to anyone. During
fee past winter, for one of bis age and
past activity, his health had been fair.
The 25th of last month he leftSt. Paul
for Erdenheim, his stock farm near
Philadelphia. Having business matters
to attend to there, he remained for three
weeks, going to New York Sunday and
intending to reach St. Paul Tuesday
morning last. Being delayed in New
York, he decided not to return to St.
Paul until fee latter part of this week,
and nothing more was heard from him
until the wires brought fee startling
announcement here chronicled. His
remains were taken in charge of by
officials of the road and left at Janes-
ville, Wis., in fee care of an under-
taker. They will arrive in St. Paul at

1:50 this afternoon. No further partic-
ulars have been learned save that he
left Chicago at 5:30 last night and was
at supper when deatli overtook him.

HIS LIFE.

A. Long, Honorable and Eventful
Career.

To be the commander of a great army
Is one honor: to rule in fee halls of gov-
ernment is another; to lead a forlorn
hope is glory: but to be the pioneer ofa
great country, to be one of the first to
see. the sun rise on a wilderness of for-
est and stream and savages; to conquer
these and to die. respected and hon-
ored: to see the sun set on a population
ot three millions, on magnificent cities,
thousands of cultivated farms and pros-
perity on the face of what was once this
wilderness; this is life indeed, imper-
ishable fame. This fame, this honor, to
be told of in the most remote ages in
which Minnesota shall figure as part of
history, follows Norman W. Kittson to
his grave. He was fee pioneer hunter,
merchant, capitalist, citizen of Minne-
sota and fee Northwest.

Norman Wolfred Kittson was born
at Sorel, Lower Canada, March 5, 1814,
and at the time ofhis death was seventy-
four years old. A grandson of the
celebrated Alexander Henry, the ex-
plorer of the untraveled waters of
Lake Superior, Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan territories, he inherited from
him that love of adventure and travel,
that keen zest in what might be termed
a natural life, that remained with him
even in the afterglow of his days. The
stock he came from was ofthe sturdy,
heroic mold. John Kittson fought with
Wolfe up the slopes of Quebec. Mr.
Kittson was only sixteen years old
when he shook off boyhood and
with a man's heart and courage,
plunged into the wilds of the North-
west. As an employe offee American
Fur company lie was at once sent to the
trading post in Wisconsin, located be-
tween the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.
He remained there two years, or until
1832. One of his trips while there
brought him to the head waters of the
Minnesota, and thence to fee Red Cedar
of lowa. In 1834 he struck out for him-
self, coming to Fort Snelling and enter-
ing the sutler's department. He re-
mained there until 1838, then returned
to Canada to spend fee winter, coming
back in fee early spring, and at Cold
Spring, just above Fort Snelling, open-
ing a fur trading post of his own. The
year 1843 found him a special partner of
the American Fur company, fee concern
that thirteen years before had taken him
in as an employe. So much confidence
was placed in his business ability, his
unerring judgment and tried integrity
feat he was given charge of all the comp-

any's business on the head waters of
the Minnesota and along the British
line. He made his headquarters .at
Pembina, and shipped his furs to old
Mendota by the ponderous, slow-mov-
ing Red river carts. His success in the
fur business was something unpar-
alleled. His method of dealing with
the Indians, shrewdness at a bargain,
and fee invariable friendship that fol-
lowed on an acquaintance with him,
gave him precedence over all others.
Throughout the Northwest the name of
Kittson took a rank in business circles
that it never surrendered to any one.
It was in 1843 that he purchased of
James B. Clewett a tract of land in
St. Paul, that was platted and laid
out in 1851, and named Kittson's addition
to St. Paul. It still bears that name,
and lies west of the Seventh street
bridge and on the well-known Kittson
avenue. Public honors in 1851 sought
him out. He was elected that year a
member of the Minnesota legislature, as
representative from the Pembina dis-
trict. He was re-elected, and served
through 1852, 185:}. 1854 and 1855. His
journeys to attend these legislative ses-
sions were something marvellous. His
residence was then at Pembina, and the
distance to St. Paul, where the legisla-
ture met, 500 miles. Mr. Kittson came
by dog sledges or on snow shoes over
tins waste, facing deadly blizzards, the
wolves, or more dangerous still, the
treachery of fee Indians. It is said feat
in one of these journeys he did
not in the entire 500 miles see a
single house. His residence in St.
Paul dates from 1854. when he
formed a partnership with William 11.
Forbes, now dead. The firm was known
as Forbes & Kittson, and was engaged
in the Indian supply business. They
were located at fee southeast corner of
Third and Robert streets in an old stone
building, and fee title quickly betowed
upon their establishment by a wag was
the "St. Paul outfit." As such to old
settlers it willreadily be recalled. This
same year Mr. Kittson built at fee cor-
ner of Sixth and John streets the frame
hotel known as the Sintomine. Itwas
the largest structure of the kind in the
city then, but was burned in October of
that year. In 1858 Mr. Kittson closed
his public life by serving ene term as
mayor of St. Paul. He never
accepted office again, although honors
of that nature were repeadtedly
tendered him. The opening of the war
found him agent ofthe Hudson Bay Fur
company, also president and controlling
spirit of a line of steamers on fee Bed
River of the North. The Red River
Transportation company was a power-
ful factor in the sixties in bringing to
St. Paul a heavy and profitable trade.
His next enterprise was an intimate
business connection with J. J. Hill in
the creation and starting of the St.
Paul &Pacific Railroad company, now
the Manitoba system. His ventures
were all successful, lie had fee hand
ofMidas, backed by patience and un-
tiring enegy. His monuments in St.
Paul are numerous. His magnificent
residence on Summit avenue, costing
over $100,000, has for years been
one of . the architectural beauties
of the city. The Astoria, on
Wabasha, was another of his enterprises,
as is also the Clarendon, the Globe
building, and various other public struc-
tures. His connection with the St. Paul,
Minneapolis & Manitoba railway was
very strong, making him in the past a
potent factor in the developing of the
country tributary to it.

The Kittson county, of Minnesota.and
also Norman, were named in his honor.
Kittsondale has become famous in all
parts of the country for fee rare breed
of horses that he maintained there. In
his later years he turned from fee activ-
ity of a business life to the breeding of
horses and the development of racing
stock. His efforts in this direction. with
fee large sums of money that he ex-
pended for good blood, has had a power-
ful effect in Minnesota. The fine stock
breeders of fee state owe much to his
enterprise in this matter. Kittsondale,
lying in fee Midway district of St. Paul,
became a center for fine stock. It was
fee home of Johnston, Fannie Wither-
spoon and Yon Arinin, three noted
ruiers of the turf.

There seems to be but little question
but that Commodore Kittson was the
oldest living settler in Minnesota at the
time of his death, and, perhaps, the
oldest living settler in St. Paul. Henry
M. Rice made St. Paul his home in 1830,
which would give him the longest con-
tinuous residence in St. Paul, but from
1834 until his death Mr. Kittson had all
of his business enterprises connected
with St. Paul, and although he did not
make it his permanent home until 1854,
he is forever connected with the city's
history as the first. Looking back to the
early real estate entries of St. Paul, one
of the first entries made, and for which
patents were issued, is found to be:

"To Norman W. Kittson, Sept. 2, 1848,
north half of southwest quarter, and
lots 3 and 4, of section 32, town 20,
range 22"—one of the most valuable
sections of property in the city.

Commodore Kittson leaves a family of
four girls and seven boys.

THE NEWS AT HOME.

All Who Heard of Mr. Kittson's
Death ere Deeply Affected.
Those residents of St. Paul who heard

last night that Commodore Kittson was
dead received the news with expressions
of the profoundest sorrow. The hews
was entirely unexpected, and many
who were told of the fact by representa-
tives of the Globe could hardly believe
that it was true. Of all who had known
Mr. Kittson none but had good words
for him. He was known in many cir-
cles. Among the old residents there
was not one save Gen. Sibley whose
coming to the state antedated that of
Mr.Kittson's. To all these Mr. Kittson
was regarded almost as a part of the
state. The had known him in the early
days, and many had shared with him
fee hardships of the pioneers. They
had known him as a friend, a counselor
and in fee relations of business, and
they could hardly believe that he was
dead. Many were told of fee fact by
Globe reporters, and they were ready
to pay tribute to the dead' man. Their
words will be read with interest by
thousands all through the Northwest.

GEN. H. H. SIBLEY.

A Tribute From the Life-Long
Bosom Friend of Commodore
Kittson.
"Iam shocked beyond expression at

the announcement of the death of Com-
modore Kittson," said Gen. H. 11. Sibley
to a representative of the Globe last
evening. "His demise is to me a posi-
tivebereavement, in that it removes my
most intimate friend, I may say com-
panion, and terminates relations of the
pleasantest character feat existed with-
out friction of any kind forwell-nigh
three-score years. Had the ties between
us been those of blood ihstead offriend-
ship the pain caused me by his sudden
death could not be greater. Our friend-
ship was something broader than the
term expresses. It was mutual confi-
dence and faith in each other; faith that
lived through long years, from compar-
ative boyhood until now, and confidence
that hardships and vicissitudes could
not shake. He was a friend in-
deed, and I mourn his loss as that
ofa brother. From long and intimate
association with him 1 came to a fullap-
preciation ofhis manifold good quali-
ties, and his superior as a man I never
knew. Warm-hearted, generous to a
faul, a shrewd, yet liberal business

man, he made friends ofall with whom
he came in contact. His death is not
only a bereavement to his family, but a
severe loss to the community and the
whole state.

MET iiimin 1830.
"Ifirst came in contact with Mr.Kitt-

son," Gen. Sibley continued, "at Old
Mackinac away back in 1830. We were
mere boys then, and Mackinac wqs a
great point of commerce. It was the
basis of operation for the American
Fur company, in which the late John
Jacob Astor was largely interested. The
company had a large depot there and I
was employed by it in the capacity of
an upper clerk. Mr.Kittson, then about
sixteen years old, was also a clerk in
the company's service. His grade was
on a par with those whom it
was the custom of the company
to . enlist, after the manner of
the army, for three years' service.
Usually these men were enlisted at
Montreal and made the tripup the lakes
to Mackinac in bark canoes. Mackinac
was a general rendezvous for fur
traders, whose operations extended over
the whole North and Northwestern
country to where the waters empty into
the Missouri. Mr. Kittson was sent to
Wisconsin and Minnesota in charge of
one of the company's brigades of men.
Ifmy memory serves me right he went
to Prairie dv Chien in I*3o and first
came to Minnesota two years later. He
subsequently returned to Wisconsin
and was given the charge of an im-
portant post of the company at
Portage. In 1534, having completed
his term of enlistment, he came
to Minnesota to reside permanently.
He engaged as clerk fora man named
Baker, who had an establishment about
three-fourths of a mile from Fort duell-
ing, oil the north side of the river.
Quitting the employ ot Baker, he be-
came clerk in the sutler's store at the
Fort. I bought the business and then
Mr. Kittson went to work for me, I
giving him fullcharge ofthe store. He
continued in that business and the fur
trade generally until he took a notion to
go into business for himself. He formed
a co-partnership with Mr. Forbes, father
of Major Forbes, and the firm opened a
dry goods and general store near the
coiner of Third and Robert
streets. Then he took a notion
to go to Pembina and start an active op-
position to the Hudson's Bay company.
1 furnished him with a large quantity of
goods and he went to the new field and
established himself. *It was not long
before he had drawn from the Hudson's
Bay company a large portion of the
trade it formerly monopolized. He was
a thorn in the company's side, and after
a vain attempt to drive him fiom the
field, itsought to buy him off. He had
acquired money rapidly in his business,
in fact laid the foundation of the great
fortune he leaves behind him. Finally
the company by the payment of a large
sum, got him out of the way. I might
add that the Hudson's Bay company
had such a high opinion of Mr.Kittson,
placed such implicit confidence in his
integrity and judgment that subse-
quently when he came back to St. Paul
it made him its purchasing agent here,
and for a number of years he

HADSOLE CHARGE
of his immense business at this point.

While at Pembina Mr. Kittson em-
barked in the steamboat business. In
those days steamboating on the Bed
river was highly remunerative. It was
on account of this connection that he
acquired the title of commodore, by
which lie is generally known. He ac-
quired a large amount of wealth before
the railroads penetrated the country,
and practically killed steamboating.
Then he sold his vessel interests and
went into the biggest deal of his life
with J. J. Hill, Donald A. Smith and
George Stephen in engineering, and
made the purchase of the bonds held by
German capitalists, which gave them
control of the St. Paul & Pacific rail-
road, now the Manitoba, and netted Mr.
Kittson and each of his confreres a for-
tune.

"His lifesince then is so closely in-
terwoven with the history of the city
that it is well known and does not need
repeating. Our relations were so inti-
mate that during his absence 1 trans-
acted all his business. He gave me a
general power of attorney, under which
1 could have sold everything he pos-
sessed. Some four month ago 1 spoke
to him concerning this power of attor-
ney and asked if he remembered that I
had such a document in my possession,
suggesting that it wouldbe well for him
to revoke it. He declined to do so
and asked as a favor that 1 place it on
record, which I did. He seldom em-
barked in any enterprise without first
consulting me. He did not say a word
to me about his contemplated participa-
tion in the purchase of the railroad
bonds referred to, and 1 only learned of
it after the deal had been consummated.
He said, one day, that the reason why
he did not tell me of the plan
was because he knew Iwould endeavor
to dissuade him from it. 'You may not
know, Sibley,' be said, 'that

EVERYTHING I HAD
in the world was risked on that, an
enormous risk at my time of life, and I
did not dare to tell you of it.' 1 was
always opposed to his purchase of
horses, and, consequently, he bought
first and told me about it when it was
too late to argue with him about it.

"We were not thrown together much
except at the outset of our respective
careers and in these later years, but our
lives were very much alike. Each of us
had his fullshare of hardships. The
best that any one can say of Mr. Kittson
is that he was a man in the fullest sense
of the term, and, as his warmest and
most trusted friend and bosom compan-
ion, that is my tribute to his memory."

EX-GOV. RAMSEY.

One Who Had Known Commo-
dore Kittson Nearly Forty
Years.
'•Commodore Kittson dead! Why,

you don't mean it!" exclaimed ex-Gov.
Alexander Ramsey in surprise, when
told the sad news by a Globe reporter.
"Well, well, that's really too bad. lam
very sorry, indeed, to hear it," and the
governor mused reflectively for a few
minutes.

"1 knew Mr. Kittson." he continued,
"and always had a high opinion of his
integrity and enterprise. I knew him
well and favorably for nearly forty
years. I always esteemed him very
highly and beiieve that our friendship
was reciprocal. Mr.Kittson never took
any open political part, never aspired to
public office, never sought itand didn't
desire it. Inever had many dealings
with him except in the year 1851. At
that time 1 made a treaty with theChip-
pewas and half breeds at Pembina. Mr.
Kittson was a trader there then and 1
bought very largely of him forsome
time, ne was well known to all of us
and Ialways heard him spoken of high-
ly. His death is, indeed, sad. Iregret
it deeply."

J. FLETCHER WILLIAMS.

Some Facts as Commodore Kitt-
son Related Them Himself.

"Commodore Kittson dead!" was the
remark of Librarian Fletcher Williams,
of the Historical society, "Ican scarcely
realize that such a statement is true. -Afew years ago when engaged in the
preparation of the history of the city of
St. Paul and Ramsey county, I had
occasion to call upon the commodore for
the salient features of his remarkably
busy life. From his lips Ilearned that
he was born at Sorel, Lower Canada,

March 5, 1814, so that he has just passed
his seventy-fourth birthday.

He was a grandson of Alexander
Henry, the explorer, who journeyed
through the Lake -Superior, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan districts in 1776. At
the age of sixteen • years Mr.Kittson
entered the employ of the American
Fur company in the Northwest, and
from 1830 to 1832, he was stationed at the
trading post between the Fox and Wis-
consin rivers. From 1834 until 1838 he
was at Fort Snelling, and in 1830 he
began business on his own account as a
fur trader at Cold Spring, a short dis-
tance from the fort, For five years he
remained at this point, and in 1843 he
became a special partner in the Ameri-
can Fur company, his territory em-
bracing the headwaters of the Minne-
sota and along the British line.

Headquarters were established at
Pembina, and furs were shipped in Bed
river carts to Mendota, this being the
origin of a large trade between St. Paul
and the Red river settlement.

In 1854 Mr. Kittson entered into part-
nership with the late William H. Forbes
in the general Indian trade supply busi-
ness, their establishment being known
as

"THE ST. PAUL OUTFIT."
During this year he came to St. Paul

to reside permanently, although be had
owned property and lived here a por-
tion of the time since 1843.

Pembina elected him a member of the
council of the Minnesota legislature in
1851, and he served four sessions, in all
of which he took a prominent and use-
ful part. In order to attend these ses-
sions in mid-winter Mr. Kittson was
compelled to walk on snow shoes the
whole distance, or ride in a dog sledge,
a trip of j;reat hardship, exposure and
danger.

\\ ith but one exception, Gen. Sibley,
Commodore Kittson was the oldest
livingpioneer, and in his fiftyodd years
residence in Minnesota he his witnessed
and taken part in changes which rarely
fall to the lot of men in a lifetime.
Always enterprising and energetic in
building up St. Paul, he will be sorely
missed by fee community, among whom
he was regarded as one of the best
citizens, and a straightforward, honest
business man of unquestioned integrity
and force ofcharacter.

DR. DAVIDDAY.

He Knew Commodore Kittson as
a Practical Business Man.

"I am inexpressibly shocked at the
news you bring, and am almost at a loss
what to say concerning my old friend,"
said Dr. David .Day to a Globe re-
porter last night. "During thirty-nine
years that I have passed in Minnesota,
Ihave known Commodore Kittson inti-
mately and especially since 1853 when
he served in the legislature. One of
his prominent characteristics was his
unflinching and unswerving devotion to
his friends, and he seemed to have a
faculty of knowing the. men to be
shunned in his business pursuits. Al-
ways loyal to Minnesota first, and St.
Paul next.this state has suffered an irre-
parable loss in fee death of one of its
pioneers^ forhe was always foremost in
furthering anything that could in any
manner conduce to the prosperity of his
place of residence. To be sure, ; he had
no military record, and he was hot am-
bitious politically, being content in his
aspirations to have been a member of
the state legislature and subsequently
mayor of St. Paul. But .as
a practical, thorough-going business
man his services have been of ines-
timable value in Minnesota, and his
death is a public calamity.

Up to within a year he has resided in
St. Paul, which lie did so much towards
beautifying and improving, and the
buildings that he has erected in differ-
ent parts of the city are fee best testi-
monials possible ofhis worth as a citi-
zens aud as a man.

"When Isaw him last he seemed to
be in the best of health and spirits, and
1 am at a loss to determine what could
have been the cause of his sudden de-
parture from among those who loved
and respected him so highly.

I. V. D. HEARD.

He Remembered Commodore Kitt-
son as One Faithful to Friends,
Forgetful ofEnemies.
The Hon. I.V. D. He. rd was found

by a Globe reporter last evening stand-
ing in his library staring blankly at a
note just brought him by a mes-
senger boy, informing him of Commo-
dore Kittson's death.
"Ican hardly believe it," he said, in a

bewildered way, "it is so totally unex-
pected. Ihad supposed he would be
here on Friday morning." Then turn-
ing to the reporter he said.

. "Itseems so very strange. The Com-
modore was in good health when he left
and Ireceived a letter from him only
yesterday and in it he said he would be
heie on Friday. The letter was written
in a very legible hand and gave no evi-
dence to me of his being in infirm
health. I noticed summer before last
that he seemed to be failingrapidly, but
fer the past year he appeared to be re-
cuperating, and when he left a few
weeks ago he seemed to be very strong
and in good spirits.

"Ihave known the commodore since
the year 1554, and remember the first
time 1 saw him. lie was sitting in Hon.
11. M. Bice's Indian trading store in St.
Paul, having just arrived from the Bed
river settlement with a train of carts
bringing furs. He was smoking along
Indian pipe, filled with mixed Kinni-
kinnick and tobacco. I noticed es-
pecially a kind and benevolent look on
liis face and his marked but unobtru-
sive urbanity. 1 have never had occa-
sion to change, but have had confirmed,
the impressions I first derived of him.
Iregarded him as a man of strict honor
and high consideration for others. His
hand was always open for those who
called upon him for

ASSISTANCE AND C'IIARITY.
Ido not think he ever forgot a friend,

or failed to come to his assistance in
time of need. He made no display of
his benefactions.. Both by nature and
association with the Indians from his
early youth he possessed in a remarka-
ble degree one of the chief" virtues of
the Indian character, almost absolute
taciturnity about his own affairs, and a
dislike to talk about the affairs of
others. He rarely volunteered informa-
tion concerning any matters, but those
who conversed with him general found
out that he knew about as much, ifnot
more, on any subject than they knew
themselves. His life was nurtured up
to middle-age in a wild country, where
the conventionalities and present forms
of civilization did not exist, but he
bore himself thiough life as a man.

"Another peculiarity of the com-
modore, Inoticed, was, that if a man
treated him with ingratitude, or did
him a wrong, he never sought re-
venge, but that man was henceforth to
him as if he were dead. Itis a strong
strong expression, and I often heard
him him use it,"

Mr. Heard did a great deal of the com-
modore's legal work, and was actually
at work on some papers for tha com-
modore a few minutes before the re-
porter found him. .

HE LOVED THE HORSE.

Magnificent Stables of Commo-
dore Kittson at Midway and
Erdenheim. * . V;

Commodore Kittson was always a
great lover of the horse, but his business:
relations were so extended and required :

so much of his time that, until tenor
twelve years ago, he had" no time to de-
vote to the business ofbreeding. When

lj he reached a point where his income
, was sufficient, so that he felt that he
could devote a proper degree of time
and money to the horse, he commenced
in a solid, business-like wav, the same
as he "would if he had been going to
start anew in any regular business. He
purchased 100 acres about two. and a half miles from St. Paul,
which he named Midway. This
tract was not then within the
city limitsof St. Paul, but has been
taken in since. Upon this he erected
a large, commodious stable. 248 feet in
length by 180 in width, facing Uni-
versity avenue, back from which they
set about fiftyroils. The stables are in
the form ofa Greek cross. A paved or
macadamized drive leads from Univer-
sity avenue to the main entrance to the
stables, which is 20 feet wide, with
offices on either side for the owner and
manager. These are 24x26 feet, with
retiring rooms off 16x24 feet, and 12-foot
ceiling. From the manager's room a
stairway leads to the second story, 11
feet in the clear, which is divided off

•into sleeping rooms for the attendants.
Broad piazzas are in front of the offices,
and from the office of the proprietor,
east side of the entrance, is an orna-
mental tower of observation, 64 feet in
height, from which is had a splendid
view of St. Paul and the surrounding
country.

Passing through the main entrance
between the offices as above, one enters
the

ARENA, OR SHOW RING,
a room 00x60 and forty-four feet high,
with a glass roof, put on in sections, so
as to be easily moved when desired for
purposes of ventilation, etc. Itis here
the horses were brought out for exhibi-
tion and exercise when the weather per-
mitted no outdoor work.
IBeyond the arena is the stable proper,

which forms the main column of the
cross, running from east to west. This
is 87x100 feet and twenty-four feet high.
It contains sixty-four box • stalls, 10x12
and 12x13 each, with a broad passage
way along the walls and through the
center, on each side of which there are
two rows of stalls.

The building is of brick, with cut
stone trimmings, galvanized iron cor-
nices and covered with fancy cut iron
shingles. The outside surface is to be
finished offin imitation ofpressed brick,
while the inside walls are plastered
and white-coated. There are three
large stoves in the building, so that the
temperature may be kept comparatively
moderate in the very coldest of weather.
No hay is to be kept in the building,
that being run in on tramways laid
through the center between the stalls
and around the outside. Water is forced
Into all parts of the building by a large
windmill and tank, the latter 16x20,
and. standing at an elevation of thirty
feet. To water plugs, located in differ-
ent parts of the building, hose is con-
stantly attached, so that should a fire
start by any means it would be almost
impossible for it to gain any serious
headway. The commodore expended
something over $00,000 in the con-
struction of the building, and when
itwas finished it was as good a struct-
ure and as commodious for the purpose
intended as any similar one
: " " \u2666 ix Tin; UNITED STATES.;

'Having prepared his grounds and
stages he began "\u25a0 buying horses. He
selected as his superintendent- D.
W. VVoodmaiisee, an experienced horse-
man, and sent him down into the blue-
grass region of Kentucky to purchase
the best trotting stock he could find.
He purchased stock to the amount of
about $140,000, including such animals
as Yon Arnim, $10,000: Revenue. $13,-
--000; So So, §10,000; Fannie Wither-
spopn, $8,000; Gem, §5,000, and many
others for which he payed large sums of
money. Subsequently he purchased the
well-known pacer. Little Brown .Jug,
and also the renowned pacer, Johnston.
These two animals were the fastest in
their time, and attracted very general
attention to the Kittson stables, so that
the first point of attraction to all visitors
who came to St. Paul was the horses at
Midway, and these stables were first
visited. The commodore always took a
very lively interest in turf matters, and
was prominent in all great events
both in the trotting and in the running
line. He was made president ofthe
State Trotting Association of Minnesota
and also of the Northwestern Trotting
association. Afterhe got his trotting
stables in good shape •>./*:

: HE BOUGHT ERDENHEIM,
the well known breeding establishment
t lieu owned by Aristides Welch, in
Pennsylvania,the home ofthe renowned
Leamington. With his running stock
he was successful in capturing many
rich purses. -In his breeding ventures
he has been very successful pecuniarily,
inasmuch as the real estate purchased
for both the trotting and the running
stables will pay for all the stock and im-
provements and leave a good, broad
margin besides. _

UNFAVOURABLE REPORT.

A Big Shortage In the Winter
Wheat Crop.

Washington, May 10.—The May
crop report of the department of agri-
cultural says: Low temperature and
deficient rainfall, with drying winds
and some frost, have reduced the con-
dition of winter wheat in the Central
states, Ithas also been cool on the At-
lantic : coast and not favorable to im-
provement, and yet the plant has nearly
held its own in this region. On the Pa-
cific coast only a medium development
is reported. In the Southern states,
changes are slight, several averages be-
ing the same as last month. Pennsyl-
vania shows a decline of four points;
New York 16; Ohio 12; Michigan 12;
Indiana 6; Illinois 7; Missouri 2; Kan-
sas $. The general average is reduced
nine 'points, from 82 to 73. Lastvear
condition was reduced from BS.I in
Aprilto 85.8 inMay . The state averages
of winter wheat in the principal states
are '.as follows: New York, 70: Penn-
sylvania, 87; Virginia. 00; Ohio, 56;
Michigan, 64; Indiana, 59; Illinois, 57;
Miss, uri, 80; Kansas, 94; Texas, 90.

. Whiter rye remains very nearly as in
April,'the average being 92.9 instead of
93-5; -The condition of winter barley is

-88.3,' promising a medium crop. Spring
plowing is not ipuite so well advanced
as usual. Itis relatively later in the
more < northern states of the Atlantic
coast, slightly later than usual in the
Middle states, and scarcely up to a full

' average inr the South, its progress is
an average in the Ohio valley, but late
in the Northwest, especially in Dakota.
An investigation of the rate of wages of
agricultural laber shows that no ma-
terial change has occurred since the last
previous inquiry In May, 18S5. There
is a slight increase in New England, in
the northern tier of states, from Michi-
gan westward, and in some of the South-
ern states. There is no appreciable
change in the central states. The next
monthly report will give rates by states.

m,

l; <, : Want the Right of Way.
Special to the Globe.

Washington, May 10.—The Lake
Shore & Western Railroad, by its attor-
ney, AlfredCary, is trying to get the
right of way through the Flambeau In-
dian ".reservation, out Secretary Vilas

.sees ho authority in law to do so, al-
though Lamar gave the right to survey
the reservation forthe road. Mr. Cary
has prepared a bill which will be intro-
duced by Congressman Hudd, and inas-
much as Hudd is a member of the house

! committee on Indian affairs, the bill may
be pushed through

STATE POLITICIANS.
Freeborn County Democrats

Declare for Wilson for
Congress.

And the Republicans Would
Like to See Sinclair Get

There.

Fergus Falls Republicans
. Elect a Solid Gresham

Delegation.

Ames and Doran Were the
Choice at Anoka— Other

Preferences.

Special to the Globe.
Albert Lea, May 10.—The Republi-

can county convention for the election
of delegates to the state and district
conventions willbe held Saturday, and
the Democratic for a like object next
Monday. Republicans are not quite as
harmonious as they might be, and it
will be strange if the efforts ofslate-
makers do not stir up disagreeable an-
tagonisms. McGillseems to have few
friends, the tendency being to favor
Merriam or a dark horse. For congress
Capt. J. 11. Mullen, of Wabasha, is
quite popular among old soldiers, but a
scheme is being worked in the interest
of Daniel Sinclair, of Winona. He is
little known here among the people
generally, and would not be
a popular candidate, his back-
ing being confined entirely to a
few politicians. Many of the leading
Republicans favor an uncommitted del-
egation to the congressional convention,
composed of fairly representative men,
but there is little prospect of such a one
being chosen, and the consequence may
therefore be a repetition of 188(5. Among
Democrats the sentiment is yet strong
in support o the Kelly-Doran regime.
Ames, however, would poll a large vote
again. The county is ordinarily Re-
publican by 1,000 majority, but McGill's
majority was only 173, and Ames would
probably do as well on another trial.
Any able and popular Domocrat ofgood
character and record, and capable of
making an active, aggressive can-
vass, might do equally as well. This
is, . however, a - presidential year.
Everybody is discussing the tariff ques-
tion. Itis the chief topic in the coun-
try debating clubs and tariff literature
is eagerly sought. Tne sentiment is,
without doubt, overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of a radical reduction of present
tariffduties, and it is almost equally
strong in favor of retaining the internal
revenue taxes. This sentiment will be
largely a controlling one and the result
of the election will depend greatly on
the stand taken on tariff reform by the
two parties. The prohibitionists are or-
ganized and are steadily at work. Their
best-posted leaders. claim they will Iin-
crease their vote 50 per cent" in the
state." Democrats are ofone opinion as
to a congressional candidate— they are
all for Wilson. \u25a0 •

MINNESOTA CONVENTIONS.

Delegates Elected to the State
Meetings.

Special to the Globe.
Austin, Minn., May 10.—The Demo-

cratic convention to select delegates to
the state conventions and congressional
convention was held at Dexter to-day.
The convention was well attended and
organized by electing J. B. Yates chair-
man and G. W. Turner secretary. The
following delegates were elected:
Congressional convention— John Frank,
Ole Jorgans, G. D. Knox, J. P. Taylor,
P. J. Collins, E. Engleson, Caswell
Fairbanks and John Golden. State
convention to nominate state officers—
J. J. Furlong, A. H. Laucks, J. B.
Yates. J. D. Sheldy; alternates. J. S.
Schuyler, William Ramsey, B. F. King,
John Minnette, Jr. Convention to elect
delegates to St. Louis— O. W. Gibson,
Peter Johnson, G. W. Turner, John
Frank; alternates, P. J. Collins, George
Sutton, M. Slavin, A. B. llunkins. No
instructions.

WRIGHT COUNTY DELEGATES. .
Special to the Globe.

Buffalo, Minn., May 10.—At the
Republican convention for Wright
county held here yesterday afternoon
the following delegates were selected:
State convention— A. Y. Eaton, F. E.
Latham, F. 11. Dindsley, M. Holstrom,
Henry Kries, John Forsythe and D. R.
Farnham. District convention— C. E.
Oakley, N. W. Chance. L. V. Kyte, J.
N. Stycey, J. F. Fuller, E. O. Brewster
and L. R. Osterberg. The state dele-
gates favor Washburn or Pillsbury, and
the district delegates, though unin-
structed, are mainly for Langdon. Of
the fourteen delegates eight are for
McGill, three" for Meiriam and three
scattering; eight are for Fletcher, four
for Snider and two unknown. A vote
of the convention as to choice for presi-
dent resulted: Blame, 10; Gresham, 6;
Lincoln, 3; Harrison, 2, Allison, 1.
Second choice: Blame, 6; Gresham, 6;
Harrison, 2; Depew, 1; Sherman, 1. A

,resolution commending Blame and in-
troduced by French, ot the Monticello
Times, met with so much opposition
that it was withdrawn. The Gresham
feeling in this county is growing, and
proved a complete surprise in the con-
vention yesterday.

REDWOOD DEMOCRATS.
Special to the Globe.

Redwood Falls, Minn., May 10.—
The Redwood county Democratic con-
vention, the first ever held in the county,
was held here to-day. Walt Garner was
chairman and W. E. Baker secretary.
W. P. Christensen and G. W. Vaugh
were elected delegates to the state con-
vention and Walt Garner and P. F.
Ryder to the Second district congres-
sional convention. No instructions
were issued, but the state delegation is
strong for Ames fordelegate to the na-
tional convention, and the district dele-
gates favor Hon. Mart Wilkinson for
congress. Greeley and Gordon, register
and receiver of the land office, made a
strong fight against Christensen, but
that gentleman was indorsed by the
unanimous vote of the convention.
Christensen, it willbe remembered, was
put out of the land office some time ago
by Kelly and Doran to make a place for
Greeley. To-day's occurrence is a big
victory for Christensen, and he is re-
ceiving numerous congratulations.

A divided DELEGATION.
Special to the Globe.

Appleton, Minn., May 10.— the
Swift county Republican convention
held here this afternoon, the following
delegates to the state and congressional
conventions were chosen : State— J. M.
Bergstrom, W. M. Liggett and E. T.
Young. Litchfield Congressional—
P. Moran, A, D. Aldrich,' A. D. Coun-
tryman and W. A. Foland. Red Wing
Congressional— S. P. Hudson, R. . R.
Johnson, F. P. Twitchell and J. M.
Daniels. A resolution was unanimously
adopted indorsing D. S.Hall, of Ren-
ville county, as a candidate for con-
gress. Reed is supposed to be second
choice. The preference of the state
delegates for president is one for Sher-
man, one for Gresham and one for

Blame. The delegation will present
the name of W. A. Foland, of Benson,
as a presidential elector.

IN BLUE EARTH COUNTY.
Special to the Globe.

Mankato, Minn., May 10.—Republi-
can delegates to the number of seventy-
six assembled in a Blue Earth county
convention at the court house in this
city to-day. O. O. Pitcher was elected
chairman of the convention, and A. L.
Moore secretary. J. E. Brown, Esq., of
Mapleton, received the unanimous sup-
port of the convention for delegate to
the Republican national convention at
Chicago. The following delegates from
Blue Earth county to^the congressional
convention of the Seswn'd district were
named by Mr.Brown: Hon. E. P. Free-
man, O. O. Pitcher, -L. P. Hunt, Gay,
lord Lamb, J. G. Fowler, J. T.Williams.
C. L. Benedict, Edward Bradley, C.
G. Spaulding, T. M. Pugh, O. M
Green, Ed Weaver, John Johnston and
W. E. Young. The delegates to the
state convention elected were: Gaylord
Lamb, T. R. Stiles," Horace Cummings,
I. N. Flanagan, E. W. Gates. W. R.
Geddes, S. W. Burgess and W. P.. Marsten. The convention resolved
loyally to adhere to the G. O. P., de-
manded the speedy revision of the
tariff, asserted that the Republican
party is the party to satisfactorily ad-
Just the tariff question, favored more
liberal pension laws, and declared op-
position to any laws that may be passed
by congress detrimental to the laboring
classes.

for gresham.
Special to the Globe.

Farmington, May 10.—The Repub-
lican county convention to-day selected
delegates as follows: To state conven-
tion: Charles Espencheid, W. G. Le
Due, J. P. Caldwell, U. N. Thomas and
B.Stevens. To Litchfield congressional
convention to select national delegates:
O. F. Staples, N. 11. Sullivan, L. P.
Dodge, T. C. Davis, A. S. Bradford and
Irenus Perkins. To Red Wing to nomi-
nate a candidate forcongressman: G.
11. Staples, J. M. D. Craft, J. J. Rhodes,
A. Johnson, R. Carmichael. County
delegates interviewed expressed a pref-
erence for Gresham as a presidential
candidate.

AMES AND DORAN.
Special to the Globe.

Anoka, Minn., May 10.—Ames and
Doran are favorites of the following del-
egates elected in the Democratic cau-
cuses this evening for the county con-
vention Saturday forenoon, about
equally divided: C. D. Green, Lewis
Martin, T. M. Ryan. W. Hammons, A.
Stinson, H. L. Frost, W. A. Greenwald,
(i. 11. Fairbanks, J. C. H. Engel, A, G.
Aldrich, James McFeters, C. E. Ersin,
G. C. Frost, L. G. Browning, J. A.
Oakes, B. Hall, O. Henderson, A. T.
Sherman. Republican caucuses were
held in the First and Third wards to-
night.
CLEVELAND, AMES AND MACDONALD.

Young America, Minn., May 10.—
The county Democratic convention to-
day indorsed Cleveland. Ames and
McDonald. Delegates to the state con-
vention: George Dutolt, August
Truwe, 11. Menwissen, E. Poppitz, J.
11. Glass, G. Faber, Sr., Charles John-
son. To the congressional convention:
F. E. Dutoit, Jacob Menwissen, Henry
Stacken, S. B. Kapler, F. Wommer,
William Patterson, A. E. Keder.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS.
Special to the Globe. - .': . \u25a0

Fergus Falls, Minn., May 9.—At
the Democratic caucuses, held in this
city this morning to elect delegates to
the Otter Tail, county Democratic con-
vention, to be held at Perham May 12,
the following were elected: First ward,
O. P. B. Jacobson, Peter J. Hughes, A.
F. Wilinot, James McCrossin: Second
ward, M. J. Glennon, 11. Heitch, Jr.,
August Dimka, P. McCarger; Third
ward, James F. Cowie, S. F. Stewart,
P. O. Noben, D. D. Daly, E. M. Wright.
The Republicans hold their caucus to-
morrow night.

NOT INSTRUCTED.
Special to the Globe.

Pine City, May 10.—The Republicans
held their county convention here to-
day with only the town delegations all
represented. George W. Booth, of
Hinckley, and John W. Hunt, of this
place were selected as delegates to the
state conventions. George W. Booth
and L. H. McKusick were selected as
delegates to the congressional conven-
tion. The delegates are uninstructed,
but the majority favor the European
wanderer forpresidential candidate.

BIRD ISLAND DELEGATES.
Special to the Globe.

Bird Island, Minn., May 10.—At the
Democratic caucus here this evening
Thomas Boilan, D. J. Jeasev, John Mor-
gan, G. J. Depere, John Fewer, J. A.
Panno, J. M. Bowler, M. Clifford and
A. L. Cluim were chosen delegates to
attend the Democratic county conven-
tion at Beaver Falls Saturday. Noreso-
lutions were passed.

INDORSED STEARNS.
Special to the Globe.

Duluth, Minn., May 10.—The Re-
publican convention to elect delegates
to the state convention was held to-day.
Nine delegates and nine alternates to
each St. Paul, St. Cloud and Crooks ton
were elected. They passed resolutions
indorsing Steams for congress and
Hartley for delegate at large to St.
Louis.

A GRESHAM DELEGATION.
Special to the Globe.

Fergus Falls, Minn., May 10.—Fer-
aus Falls elected a solid Gresham dele-
gation to-night. Otter Tail county will
instruct for him to-morrow.

UNINSTRUCTED.
Special to the Clone.

Ciiatfield, Minn., May 10. At the
Republican caucus held last evening the
following delegates were chosen to rep-
resent the town at the county conven-
tion to be held at Preston Friday: C.
M. Lorell, 11. S. Griswold, R. McNeil,
Orrin Thurber, John Kingsley, I. Hig-
ley and O. L. Thurber. The delegates
go uninstructed.

DEMOCRATIC DELEGATES.
Special to the Globe.

Fairmount, Minn., May 10.—The five
delegates elected to attend the Demo-
cratic county convention to be held on
the 11th hist., were: . 11. W. Sinclare, J.
H. Gorman. R. Jackson, Ed Edwards
and A. M. Hyatt.

WILL MAKE IT LIVELY.
Special to the Globe.

Granite Falls, May 10.—At the
Democratic county convention for Yel-
low Medicine county, held to-day, Bert
Winter and C. A, Stoppe were elected
as delegates to the state convention and
11. J. Wilkinson and James O'Connor to
the district convention. Resolutions
were passed indorsing Cleveland and his
tariffpolicy. It was decided to take an
active part in local politics, heretofore
an impossibility.

Yankton Democrats.
Special to the Globe.

Yankton, Dak., May 10.—Turner
hall was crowded to-night with Demo-
crats who listened to able addresses by
the party leaders throughout the terri-
tory. Among the gentlemen who are
prominent in. territorial politics who
were present were Col. Steele and T. J.
Washabaugh, ofDead wood; C. 11. Win-
sor and Melvin Grigsby, of Sioux Falls;
Attorney General Templeton, of Fargo;
Col. Gale, of Canton; E. C. Kennedy
and W. Y. Quigley,. of Parker; M. J.
Gordon, of Aberdeen. A brass band
was in attendance. _:•——————— 'Favorable to Doran.
Special to the Globe.

Montgomery, Minn., May 10.Mont-
gomery, the banner town ofthe county,
in caucus to-day sent the following del-
egates to the county convention: John
Sheepy, John Factor, Joseph Nestoval,

John McMahon, Thomas Furlong, Jr.,
Frank Hiel. The delegation is favor-
able to Doran, who will carry thi?,
county.

TO MURDER THE WHITES.

Negroes Organize for the Purpose
of Massacreing White People.
St. Louis, May 9.—Several reliable

gentlemen reported at Montgomery^
Ala., the following particulars, to
the purpose and extent of the plot laid
by the negroes at Sandy Ridge, Lowndes
county: A negro who was mortally,
wounded made some very startling rev-
elations. He states that Friday night
last was the time appointed to massacre
the whites. Meetings were held by the
lodges to raise money to purchase amu-
nition to kill the whites if they attempt-
ed to arrest the negroes. The principal
negro engaged in the plot was Bob Rob-
inson, who was president of the meet-
ing. Bob spoke very bitterly against

-the whites, and implored his fellow
brothers to raise up in arms against
them. Neal Mangum was also deeply,
implicated in the daring plot, and was
secretary and treasurer of the
lodge. They claim to have large'
societies throughout the United
States, who have resolved {£to
avenge their fallen ones, and to protect
their color in the future at all hazards.'
The negro claims that Lowndes, Cren-
shaw and Butler counties have the
largest clubs and fully competent to do
their duty. They state that they have
endured the mistreatment of the whites
long enough and propose to put an end
to itor there will be bloodshed. All
the members of the lodges were notified
by the president that if they failed to be
present at the meeting of Friday night
or do their duty in the proposed massa-
cre ofthe whites, they would be put to
death. The above statement is from
Emerson Shepherd, under oath, in the
presence of four witnesses. This negro
was fatally shot in the fight with the
sheriff's posse last Thursday evening,
and has since died. He revealed the
whole plot, saying the leaders had.
gotten him into this "rouble, and as he
expected to die, it was his desire to see
justice meted out to them. Forty-eight
of the negroes engaged in the riot have
been arrested and jailed. The sheriff's
posse and the state troops seem to have
put an end to the trouble for the pres-
ent, but another outbreak is liable to
come sooner or later. ~~^

A TRIPLE TRAGEDY.
Terrible Ending of an Illinois

Law Suit.
Beeches City, 111., May 10.—A triple

tragedy was enacted in the country near
here last evening. Henry Miller and
William Oderholt, farmers, had a law
suit over a trivial matter, and Miller,
the loser, swore he would get even.
After the trial, Miller, true to his word,
shouldered his rifle and went to a field
where L. C. Kinsey, one of Oderholt's
witnesses was plowing. Miller first
killed Kinsey's horse, and then shot
Kinsey twice, inflicting mortal wounds.
Then the slayer went to another field
where Oderholt was at work. Oder-
holt's horse was first slain by Miller and
then Oderholt himself. Itis supposed
that Kinsey and Oderholt attempted to
shield themselves behind their horses.
When the revenge was complete,
Miller proceeded to the hut which
served as his home and, after setting
fire to the place, blew his own brains
out. His blackened corpse was found
in the burning debris when the fright-
ened neighbors mustered courage to in-
vestigate. Beside him lay two guns
and a bowie-knife. Miller was a for-
eigner, forty years old, and lived alone.
Kinsey and Oderholt were among the
most respected citizens of the county.

OVERWORKED CLERKS.

A Bill Introduced for Pay for
Extra Time.

Special to the Globe.
Washington, May Senator Saw-

yer introduced a bill to compensate
clerks in the postoffice department who
rendered services in excess of regular
hours of duty in 1883, in order to handle
the immense increase of business inci-
dent to the change ofadministration.
This bill will benefit about fifty men iv
the officeof the first assistant postmaster
general. All other employes of
that department were permitted to leave
their work at 4 p. in. daily, but the ap-
pointment office was burdened with
tons of petitions, letters, indorsements,
appointments, removals, etc., so that
only by working night and day could
the business be kept well in hand. Col.
Vilas worked on a high pressure and
double time, and the employes cheer-
fullyfollowed his example. "The bill is
a good one, briuging about only tardy
justice to faithful public servants.

>«\u25a0\u25a0
CREMATED.

Horrible Death of Two Indiana
Men.

Anderson, Ind., May 10.—A most
harrowing case of cremation occurred in
Van Buren township, nearSummitville,
last night, in which Enoch McMahon,
one of the most prominent and substan-
tial farmers ofMadison county, and his
farm hand named Treat, lost their lives.
Mr. McMahon's fine residence was dis-
covered to be in flames, but when seen
it was too far gone to be saved, and
nothing but the screams of the unfor-
tunate victims perishing in the flames
greeted the spectators. In the evening
Mr. McMahon's daughter built a fire in
the stove and went to church. During
her absence the fire communicated in
some unknown way to the house, and
caused its destruction. McMahon and
Treat were asleep, and it is.. supposed
they were suffocated by the smoke. The
loss is about $1,500. At the time of his
death Mr. McMahon was seventy years
old and quite wealthy.

-*«
Criminal Jurisdiction.

Secpial to the Globe.
Washinton, May 10.—The house

committee on the judiciary decided to-
day to report favorably a bill extending
criminal jurisdiction of circuit and dii-
trict courts to the great lakes and con-
necting water on board of any vessel
belonging in whole or in part to the
United States or any citizen thereof
with likeforce and effect as if the same
were committed upon the high seas.
The trial of all such crimes and offenses
not committed within any state shall be
in the district where the offender is
found or into which he is first brought.
c * — '"'-'

Spooner Is Sorry.
Special to the Globe.

Washington, May 10. — Senator
Spooner to-day expressed regret at hav-
ing been elected delegate at large to the
Chicago convention. He does not want
to go, and believes that his friends have
been impolite in pushing him forward
in lieu of other good Republicans who
want to go, and are worthy of recogni-
tion at the hands oftheir party.

Struck by a Cyclone. "
Chicago, May 10.—A cyclone struck

the village of Pecatonica to-night,
wrecking several houses and innumera-
ble outbuildings. One woman and three
children were injured, but not fatally,
by flying timber. The storm came all
the way from Freeport, accompanying
the evening train part of the distance
and causing havoc along the route.


