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WARD, McHENRY AND BENSON COUNTIES,
' i NORTH DAKOTA I

: ~ 1 j
IT! /fllcHENRY county is in fthe. stock

lIW/ll " raising .and- diversified farm-

liWu ing district of North Dakota
;_.• • and has experienced a mar-

velous development during the past five;

or six years. .\ It has an area of about
2,000 square miles, comprising 1,278,000
acres .of land. The f Mouse - river trav-
erses the county, entering in the south-
western corner, taking a general north-
ern . direction across '-; the i county : and
then \u25a0turning to the northwest, passing
into Bottineau county. The course of
the river.. in the ; county is about f 200
miles in length. For, a large portion of
this distance the banks of the river are
timbered, ; making an ideal, shelter ;for
Etock. : McHenry county is exceedingly

well watered by the Mouse, Winter-,
ing, Deep,. Little Deep,: Cut Bank, Egg

and tributary streams and has within
Its borders many, lakes, large and
Email. '\: ~ ..-.-.-;.- -; j ; •'•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ..•\u25a0\u25a0- \u25a0.'\u25a0 -.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'-'.•"\u25a0\u25a0":

For a score of years previous to 1898
or 1899 McHenry county had a repu-
tation as a stockman's ; paradise, the
conditions here making it most per-
fectly adapted to stock raising and
large bands of horses, cattle and sheep

have been raised here. The county

has indeed at this time some of the
finest stock ranches in the state. Six
years ago there were upwards of 1,000,-
--000 acres of vacant public land. in the
county, but that is gone now. Condi-
tions \ have =\u25a0 changed . and within the
past few years there has been a large

influx of setlers into the county and
no longer hundreds .of thousands «of
horses and cattle \u25a0.-. roam the fertile
prairies at will. The county is now be-
coming as famed for agricultural pur-
poses and diversified farming as it once
was for stock raising on an immense
scale.

By the Mouse river valley Is meant
not merely a narrow strip of country

lying along the Mouse river, but the
entire area formerly occupied by gla-

cial Lake Souris. This valley is situ-
ated in the north central part of North
Dakota and the south central part of
Canada. In the state of North Dakota
it includes within its borders McHenry

county and parts of Ward and Botti-
neau counties.

This loop of the Mouse river em-
braces a large expanse of land that is
quite eflual to any soil on earth for
general farming. The soil is a rich,

dark drift of alluvial loam, from two

to four feet deep, resting on a deep"

and very tenacious clay subsoil. It Is
specially adapted to grain growing,

giving a bountiful yield of the finest
quality.

AGRICULTURE
Remarkable, indeed, has been the de-

x-elopment of agriculture in McHenry
county. The wild, unbroken country
of a few years ago has been trans-
formed into cultivated fields of golden-
grain. In place of the vast lonesome-
ness of boundless prairie over which in
the '60s the Indian brave roamed In
undisputed sway and until a few years
ago the bonanza stockman ranged his
cattle with like freedom, we see farms
with substantial buildings teeming
with the results of thrift and enter-
prise. The plow turns a soil as rich
and kindly in the abundance of its
productiveness as God ever gave. Veg-
etables of all kinds are grown and no
better quality are produced in any land.

The resources, pleasures and other
advantages of the great McHenry
county cannot be imagined by any one
who has not had the chance to spend a
summer day along the beautiful Mouse
river, or stood beside the natural high-
ways and watched the loads upon loads
of grain hauled into the numerous
towns within the borders of the county.
Every fall witnesses an increase in the
number of bushels of grain marketed
and this shows that the county is ex-
periencing a healthy growth of popula-
tion and that the farmers are breaking
up the land and farming it.

The real estate dealers of the county
are a progressive and enterprising lot
of men and are accomplishing a great
deal by their systematic way of ad-
vertising the resources of the county.

While they are doing all they can to
place this county's prospects before the

renters of the Eastern states, they

cannot half portray the good things

in store for those who will come out
here and see for themselves what can
be done.

What McHenry county needs Is

farmers from lowa and other states
who are prepared to buy the land at
from $10 to $20 per acre and settle
down upon it and make it their home.
Too many of the early settlers were of
that restless, uneasy class who retire
as civilization advances, while there is
another class of fellows who have been
proving up in order that they may go
to Canada and do the taking of a
homestead act over again. They are
useless wherever they go until they get
age and experience.

There is much of personal interest
that might be written of McHenry
county and much of reminiscence, but
there is not room for that in this ar-
ticle.

Granvilte
The writer, during his visit to the

West, visited Granville, situated on the
main line of the Great Northern rail-
way; and in the center of the great
bow that is made by the winding of
the Mouse river, one of the best and
most prosperous towns of the state.
Though but three years old, it has al-
ready assumed many metropolitan airs.
It boasts of one of the finest i>ank
buildings in the state, and receives
more freight than any other town of its
size in North Dakota.

During the fall of 1902 there was
shipped from this point close to 300,000
bushels of grain, principally flax.
When the reader comes to realize that
it was only four years ago that the
county commenced to settle he will at
once realize what great strides toward
advancement the country has. made
within the last four years, and at least
twice that amount of grain will be
shipped from the same point this year.

From a mere handful of people who
comprised the population of Granville
in the spring of 1900, the town has
grown in four years at such a rapid
rate that now we have a population
of 500. No town in the state can pro-
duce a better showing. It has been a
steady, substantial growth, not induced
by a boom, or by false reports sent out
by real estate dealers. As regards lo-
cation, Granville has. not an equal in
the state. It is situated exactly in the
center of the famous Mouse river loop,

and within a radius of twenty miles
can be found all the different condi-
tions of soil which are to be found in
the state, as well as coal.

Thus we have Granville situated
where it receives the advantages of-
fered by the Red river valley, the
James rivep highlands and the Mis-
souri slope, all combined. In view of
these facts, is it any cause for remark,
that the fame of this wonderful locality
is spreading to every corner of the
United States.bringing in vast numbers
who are seeking a home or place for
investment. For four years Granville
has enjoyed an era of prosperity such
as was never accorded an agricultural
town.

Granville is blessed with an abun-
dance of pure water, and the mail fa-
cilities as well as the passenger and
freight facilities of Granville, cannot
be surpassed by any town of its size in
the state, good schools, churches and
best of banks: Granville has every line
of business represented by some of the
best business men of the state of North
Dakota and they are all rustlers for
the town.

Following are a few of the leading
firms of the town: "

Granville State Bank Is one of* the lead-
ing banks of the county. . Established in
1899 with a paid up capital of $25,000,
the bank buys and sells land, loans money
on gilt-edge "farm security, sells town lots
in Granville and Norwich, N. D., and has
10,000 acres of farm land, running from
$6.«0 to $15, for sale in McHenry county. If
you are looking for a home write this
bank. C. E. Stubbins, president, and C.
A. Stubbins, secretary and treasurer.

Simonson & Laing are the hustlers and
one of the leading dealers In all kinds of
farm machinery, and haye a "branch house
at Glenburn, N. D. A. P. Simonson is
from Browns Valley. Minn.

J. O. Halvorson is proprietor of the
Globe hotel, the main $1.25 per day house
in the town, opened one year ago.

M. E. Slavens is the leading attorney,
insurance and bonding man of the town,

and has personal real estate to* sale. He
is the skipper collector of the county.

George J. Loomis has been in town four
years and came from lowa. He has 5,000
acres of farm land for sale from $8 to {12
per acre, and makes first mortgage loans.

P. A. Olson is proprietor of "The Gran-
ville Hardware Store." and has been in

business for four years and was the first
business man in the town.

The Star hotel is the leading commercial
house of the town and can take care of
about 50 people, and good livery In con-
nection. Miles McNickle, the proprietor,
is a pioneer of North Dakota.

George Lippman is one of the main deal-ers in lumber, grain, coal and wood, and
has been in business three years. His ele-
vator has a capacity of 20,000 bushels.

O. O. Sheggeby is manager of the Gran-
ville Mercantile company, one of the lead-ing merchandise firms of the town; also
runs an independent elevator.

John J. Googee, as manager for the Im-
perial Elevator Company of Granville,
and has been in business for five years.
Came to the state in 1885.

Hines and Nolan is one of the leading
general merchandise firms and have been
in business three years. Mr. Nolan, of the']
firm, is mayor of the town.

Roy Carnathan r& Co. are one oL the !
leading drug firms and have been in '.
business for three years in the town and
in the state for twenty-three years.

Oliver G. Nordmarken & Bro. handle a
full line of farm machinery, everything
the farmer wants in the implement line
you will find here; in business since 1902.
1902.

Erickson & Moth are one of the lead-
ing general merchandise firms and have
a very large trade; have been in business
for three years.

George Dwells is proprietor of a gen-
eral store and has been in business for
four years; came from lowa and has a
farm near town.

Farmers and Merchants State bank is
one of the leading banks and has a capi-
tal of $15,000. This bank does a general
banking, real estate, loan and insurance
business. A. L. Ober, president; R. C.
Wedge, cashier, are Minnesota boys and
will use you fine.

R. H. Wagner is proprietor of the
Granville livery, feed and sale stable, and
has eight -fine turnouts. His barn is al-

ways full of horses and can drive you
any place.

Martin L. Schon is proprietor of the
Granville pharmacy and has been here
four years in business and came from
Minnesota.

Gates & Porter run the main meat
market and always handle nothing but
the best of meat. They have been in
business three years.

Security bank is a leading bank of the
county and has a capital of $10,000. It
was established in I*o4 and makes a
specialty of first mortgage loans. Henry
Erickson ia president and W. S. David-
son cashier. y

W. S. Clark & Co. is one of the leading
hardware firms and have just opened a
very fine store. Mr. Clark was principal
of the Balfour high school for two years
and came from Pennsylvania.

John H. Levi runs the leading fruit
and confectionery place of the town and
is the pay station for the long distance
telephone. Mr. Levi. has been in business
for two years and is a pioneer of North
Dakota.

George F. Hart is proprietor of the
opera house, billiard parlors and bowling
alley of the town. This is a very fine
opera house and seats about 300 peo-
ple. < *E. G. Greenup is "The Pioneer Land
Man of the Mouse River Valley, and if
you want to know any more about this
country write him. He came here in 1901
and started the first xeal estate office
in Gramille and knows every foot of Mc-
Henry cpunty. He has about 10,000 acres
of farm' land running from $8 to $15 per
acre and makes a specialty of first mort-
gage loans.

BENSON COUNTY

The hills are morainlc and there are
thousands of -tons of lime boulders ly-
ing on the surface which may readily

be converted into lime. The gravel
shows a large percentage of lime, and
lime is a feading element in the soil,
which will stand anUnlimited amount
of water or will resist the severest
drought. It is a black loam underlaid
with clay, wells are; readily obtained
and at .many points basins are made
for watering stock by scooping out a
few feet of the top soil with plow and
scraper. There are also a number of
lakes and many springs in the Shey-
enne hills. At many places, stratified

! sand rock valuable for building will be
, found, while the boulders, here very
large, also afford good building ma-
terial.

\u25a0 Pleasant Lake. Knox, YBrk and Leeds
are on the main line of the Great
Northern, and a stage line carries daily
mail from Knox to Esmond, which is
one of the brightest of the new towns
in North Dakota, surrounded by a most
excellent country.

Railroads, schools and churches are
built throughout Benson county. There
are local, rural and long distance tele-
phones, and rural free delivery of mail.
Creameries have been erected, and
taken as a whole, Benson county is an
ideal country jn which to make a per-
manent .home. The schools are graded
and the educational advantages are
quite equal to countries where the land
is worth $40 to $100 per acre.

Land around Leeds runs from $15 to
$25 per acre, and better land 4;han that
is selling in the Red river valley for

This county, like Nelson and Steele,

is one of the very best counties "in the
state outside of the Red river valley,

and in many respects is superior to it-
The land is glacial drift with jnany

rich basins, deltas or'valleys resulting
from the deposit at the bottom of gla-

cial lakes and rivers. It has much ex-
ceedingly rich tableland, many valu-
able meadows, while the region of the
Sheyenne is most excellent for grazing.

$35 and $45 per acre, and the return:*
from the land around Leeds this fall
run from $15 to $35 per acre, and the
wheat - is running from eighteen to
twenty-five bushels per acre. This is
the county to come to, so buy a ticket
over the Great Northern railroad ami
come to Leeds, N. D., ,and look over
the county. For any further informa-
tion of the county write A. M. Iverson,
Leeds, N. D., and he will gladly an-
swer.

Leeds
The town of Leeds is situated on the

Great Northern railroad, 440 miles
west of St. Paul, and is a town of 800
people and growing very fast. It is
also the terminal of the Jamestown

Northern branch of the .Northern Pa-
cific. The town is about fourteen years

old and is one of the best markets and
shipping points on the Great Northern
west of Grand Forks. The town con-
tains six large elevators, with a com-
bined capacity of 200,000 bushels, flpur
mill of 150-barrel capacity, high school,
with eight grades, built at a cost of
$9,000; 5 churches, opera house seat-
ing 300 people, costing $3,000; 6 gen-
eral stores that would be a credit to a
city of 5,000 pedple; 2 banks that are
a credit to Benson county; 2 hardware
storesy 1 drug store, 6 grocery stores. 3
lumber yards, 3 hotels, the Parker
house, the first-class hotel, is the beat
$2 per day house in the West; 4 liv-
eries, 2 meat markets and a lot of bus-
iness men that pullfor the town. The
homeseekers coming to this county will
find they can buy anything in Leeds
that you can in the larger cities of the
state, and just as good n^arkets, schools
and the best of nice, cool and pure
drinking water. Come and look the
county over and the business men will
take pleasure in showing you around.
Following are a few of the leading bus-
iness firms of the town:

The Leeds State bank is one of the
leading banks of Benson county, estab-
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lished in 1898 with a capital ana surplus

\u25a0©* $12,000, and does a general banking,
insurance, collecting, loan and real estate
business. Mr. Iverson, .the president of
the bank, is one of the rustlers for Leeds
and has about 10.000 acres of land for sale,
running from $10 to $25 per acre.
Any further information wished of this
county write him; he also runs an ele-
vator at Leeds and one at Niles.

W. H. Thomas, the leading attorney of
the county, does a general law business,
collections and adustments, depositions
taken, commercial reports furnished,
mortgages foreclosed and has a large office
force busy all the time. If you wish any-
thing in his line be sure and write him.

F. M. Wise runs the main livery, feed
and sale stable of the town; has some
very fine turnouts and will drive you any
place in the county, as he knows every
foot of the county.

First National bank is one of the lead-
ing banks with a capital of $25,000 and
$6,000 surplus; established as a farmers'
bank in 1901 and as the First National banlc
in 1902.. Does a general banking, real es-
tate and loan business. Mr. E. H. Page,
the president, has an elevator and lumber
yard at Leeds and also at Niles.

J. W. Hurd is proprietor of the Gem
restaurant and opera house and has been
in business for four years, and came from
Indiana.

Johnson, Tollefsrud & Co. are proprie-
tors of a very large department store. |
The building is 50x75 feet, one story and
brick basement, and filled with, a very
large stock of goods.

Gloppen House is the leading $1.50 per
day house in the town and can take care
of thirty people. J. Gloppen is the pro- :
prietor and runs the house up to date in j
every point.

R. A. Parker is proprietor of the :
Parker house, the leading $2.00 per day i
house on the line, and can take care of
about fifty people. This house has the \
best meals, best rooms and beds of any
house in North Dakota.

Piltingsrud & Hjelmstad are very heavy
dealers in general merchandise and have
been in business two years. This store is
a credit to the town and county.

WARD COUNTY

Ward county is the largest county In
North Dakota, and is larger in area
than Rhode Island, Delaware and Dis-
trict of Columbia combined, and con-

View of Mohall, M. D.

tains 5,500 square miles. The Fort
Berthold Indian reservation lies in the
southeast corner and Is not counted in
the area of the county. This county is
called the "Empire"-county, because it
occupies one-twelfth the area of the

state. Excellent water can be found
any place in the county at a depth .pf

from twelve to fifteen feet, and fuel
abounds in every section in the county.
Lignite coal, of which there is an
abundance, is tributary to Minot and
is shipped extensively through the
state, and there are few farmers or
ranchers who are not located close to
a coal vein* and can get their winter
supply very cheap at the mines, and a
good many of the farmers dig it out
of the ground and haul it to their
homes. The eastern half of the county
is generally level, while the western
half is much more rugged and more
suitable for diversified or mixed farm-
ing and ranching, although there are
lots of fine farms and farming lands in
the western part.

In all the grain sections of the coun-
ty you will find ample elevator storage,

and new ones going up at all new
towns and points along the railroads.
The Great Northern railroad crosses the
county from east to west, giving good
shipping facilities to the farmers and
easy hauls, and farmers in hauling

distances to Mohall will find a ready

market for all of their products. The
county contains about 3,000,000 acres
of as fine grazing land as there is in
the world, and is the best competitor
in the yield of wheat per acre in the
state, and let me tell a few of our
Eastern friends that if they contem-
plate making a change and moving into
a new country where land is still
cheap, buy a : ticket over the Great
Northern and come to Mohall and take
a ride over Ward county.

Soil
The soil is a dark, rich loam, about

eighteen inches or two feet, with a clay

subsoil easily worked.
Creameries are to be built in every

part of the county, and more attention
is given now to diversified and dairy
farming. Cattle and horses feed out
of doors the whole winter, and look
fine in the spring. They have good

roads and drives through the whole
county the year through, the surface
of the soil drying quickly after a rain,
and the roads are easily repaired.

Farmers who have summer fallowed
and rotated crops have been well paid
for their extra work and good judg-
ment by a very large increase in yield
per acre. Up to within the last two
or three years corn raising has been

I confined to the southern tier of coun-. ties and the south end of the Missouri
| slope in the northern counties as well,
| but as yet the farmers have scarcely

j learned how to properly cultivate it,

' and there is no longer any question of
; the adaptability of the state for corn
| raising, and the time will soon be here
| when North Dakota will take her place
! among the great corn states of the
I West.

North Dakota, counting the actual
production of the soil per capita, which
is the best test of a state's agricultural

! worth, is one of the richest spots on
| the face of the earth. The state raised
t in 1901 about fourteen acres of grain

for every man, woman and child in its
population. It raised forty bushels of
flax and 235 bushels of wheat per cap-
ita of population, which sold at an ag-
gregate of $130 per capita, and has
more acres of good farm land per cap-
ita than propably any state in the
Union.

Whether the best of these results can
be equaled this year or not is a ques-
tion that cannot now be ascertained, as
threshing has only fairly commenced;
but if they cannot be equaled, they can
be very nearly so. One of the first
farmers to come in during the present

season was James Foley, who reported

that he had threshed only seventy

acres of grain and he had just re-
ceived a check for $1,875 to pay for it.
The land on which it was raised is not
worth over half that amount. If the
grain (wheat) had been sold two days

later it would have brought 6 cents a
bushel more. Another farmer from his
vicinity reports that ninety acres
yielded $33.20 an acre. Another man
from north of Minot reports 2,080
bushels of oats on twenty acres of
land. Yields of twenty-five to thirty-
five bushels of wheat are quite com-
mon. Still, many of the best pieces of
grain in the county are now in the
stack, and the exact yields cannot be
given. For instance, John Ehr has a
200-acre tract in macaroni wheat, and
the conservative farmers are estimat-
ing the yield as high as forty-five
bushels, while all concede that it will
go as high as forty bushels to the acre.

These instances can be equaled by
any good farmer who will work his
land as the farmers in the older states
work theirs. Jt must be remembered
that farming in this country is new
yet, and that most of the farmers are
new. Many of them are men who, in
the older states, were unable to own a
farm themselves, and either worked for
other farmers or rented, farms. But
can their old employers and landlords
show up any better reports than the
above? Have they got any land that
will produce more dollars to the acre,
year after year, than this $12 to $20 an
acre land?

But the northern and eastern part of
the county is the farmer's ideal coun-
try. This land varies from the perfect-
ly level plains to the gently sloping
valleys and hills. There are but few
farms on which one cannot cultivate
the entire 160 acres in a quarter sec-
tion. Here the average farmer devotes
practically all his energies to pure
farming, raising only about as much
stock a's is ordinarily raised by farm-
ers in the Central states, like Indiana

and Illinois. Here crops are raised year
after year that are worth more than '\u25a0
the land on which • they are grown.
This is indeed the mecca for the farm-er of small means (or large means, forthat part) who desires a suitable place
to build a home and make his fortune.
Thousands of acres of land, recently
belonging- to the government, are now-
covered with small, comfortable homes,
and rich, large yields of the best wheat,oats, flax, potatoes, cabbage and othervegetables.

. These are regions of cheap lands, thelast to be had in North Dakota. Home-
seekers from the Middle West andsome from localities farther east, are
pouring in, and either buying tractsoutright or making settlement underthe terms; of the homestead law.

And this land is adapted to farming
in most of its phases and is well wa-
tered and can »be made profitable in ayear's cultivation. Railway lines are
being extended and new towns started.
From the first the settlers will have
good markets and the facilities and ad-vantages which they left behind in the
East. The apportunities for all classes
and pursuits were never surpassed.
Competencies can easily be made in
these favored localities.

Last, but not least, there is growing
up an army of native North Dakota ns,
a race by themselves, almost, sturdy
and vigorous, intellectual, the peers ofany people anywhere. To these people,
as they grow to maturity, is being in-
trusted to a larger degree the destiny
of North- Dakota, for this is a young
people's state. The young men are
largely in control in business, in the
professional ranks, in educational mat-
ters and in political life.

Mohall
Mohall, the chief town in Northeast-

ern Ward county, is the terminus of
the Granville & Mohall branch of tha .
Great Northern railroad, thirty-one
miles from Minot, the county seat, and
550 miles from St. Paul. Mohall is
about one year old and is a town of
about 700 people and grow-ing very fast.
It is one of the best shipping points in
the West and has six large elevators,
with a combined capacity of 250,000
bushels of grain.

The town is building a $4,000 school
house, which will be a credit to the
county, and you can see new buildings
going up all over town. The town con-
tains 3 banks, 8 general stores, 3 hard-
ware stores, 2 drug stores, 3 lumber
dealers, 2 implement dealers, 5 hotels,
the Sherwood being the first-class ho-
tel; 3 confectioneries, 2 very nice res-
taurants, 5 livery and sale stables, 2
meat markets, 3 blacksmith shops and
2 barber shops; opera h&use, seating
capacity 500 people; 3 weekly news-
papers, a credit to the town as well as
the county; 1 harness shop, 3 attor-
neys, 3 real estate firms and 4 physi-
cians and surgeons. The business men
of the town pull together and in doing
this are building up the best town in
the county. Mohall is a good market
town, and farmers* come for twenty
miles in each direction and always' get
St. Paul and Minneapolis market
prices.

The town has ample fire protection
and nice clean streets, and good roada
in all direction??.

Following are a few of the leading
firms doing business at Mohall:

The Mohall State bank ia one of the
leading banks of the town and was estab-
lished in 1903, with a capital of $10,000,
and does a general banking, insurance,
first mortgage loan and real estate busi-
ness. They have 10.000 acres of farm land
running from $18 to $25 per acre, and
any further information wanted of this
county please write S. H. Sleeper, Mohall.
N. D.

George R. "VVhitford & Co. are among
the leading dealers in general merchandise
of the town and have been in business one
year. They own the opera house of tho
town.

H. C. Bartz is proprietor of "The Sher-
wodo," the leading hotel in this section
of the state west of Grand Forks. This is
a thirty-room house and everything in
first-class shape, and the meals cannot be
•<fflfcaled in the state.

\T. E. Cramond & Co. is one of the lend-
ing drug- firms, and Dr. J. E. Cramond is
a graduate of the Hamline Medical uni-
versity, of Hamline,-Minn., and one of tho
leading physicians in Ward county.

Seth & Roberts are the leading hardware
dealers and have been in business for two
years, and have a very large trade.

The Imperial Lumber company is the
leading- lumber company of the town. J.
T. Clifford is manager for the company
and came from Minnesota.

Mohall Security bank is one- of the
leading banks; established in 1902, and
does a general banking, insurance and real
estate business; have about 2,000 acres of
farm land and will answer all information
of the county. G. L. Newhouse, president;
N. Iverson, cashier, and A. N. Newhouse,
assistant.

P. Connole is the leading farm lmplo-
ment and grain Sealer of the town and
has been in business five years, and came
from Morris, Minn.
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