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Escape of De Valera From 
Prison thrilling Episode 

Sinn Feiners Outwitted English Jail
ors With Help of Two Young 

Women. 

(By Associated Press.) 
Paris, March 1.—How Edward De 

Valera, the Sinn Fein leader, Escaped 
from Lincoln prison in England, Feb
ruary 3, has become known here. It 
was related to the Associated Press by 
Sear O'Cealligh, the Sinn Feiner who 
is asking the Peace conference to rec
ognize the "provisional government 
of the Irish republic." 

"After the arrest of De Valera in 
Greystone," Mr. O'Cealligh said, "he, 
with 12 comrades, was sent to Lincoln 
prison. Because of De Valera's im
portance. the strictest watch was main
tained on them. The most stringent 
censorship possible was maintained 
over their mail. It may be seen, 
therefore, that it was most difficult to 
get word to De Valera concerning his 
escape. Included among the prisoners 
in the various jails were 37 members 
of parliament. After the general elec
tions a meeting of republican members 
of the Irish Parliament was appointed 
to take char'ge of the release of the 
incarcerated men and the first result 
of that committee's activity was the 
escape of De Valera. 

Girdled by Barbed Wire. 
"The prison lay in an isolated part 

of the town. Outside the back gate 
was a patch of ground on which the 
prisoners were allowed ta exercise 
under guard. This place was surround
ed by barbed wire entanglements and 
at sunset a force of military was 
thrown about the prison. Because of 
this military it was decided to be un
wise to try to rush the place. 

"The next move was to communicate 
with De Valera and one Sinn Feiner 
started working on a garden plot of 
whicK" there were several near the pris
on. He attracted De Valera's atten
tion one day by singing Sinn Fein 
songs in Gaelic in which he told the 
leader that an attempt would be made 
to rescue him. This man appeared 
again several days later and again 
sang a ballad in which he asked De 

Valera to secure an impression of the 
key to the rear gate. 

Stone Thrown to Singer. 
"The impression of the key was se

cured I presume, by making a paste 
of bread and soap and then distract
ing the warden's attention while the 
big key was slapped into the paste for 
a second. This impression was 
wrapped in paper with a stone and 
thrown to the singer in the garden. 

"While this was going on, four Sinn 
Feiners escaped from the Usk prison 
in Wales and this caused the authori
ties to double the guards of all jails 
and postponed the release of De Va
lera. Finally a telegram was sent to 
Dublin for two handsome young wom
en both highly cultured university 
graduates who arrayed themselves as 
shop girls and crossed the channel. 

"The girls set out to flirt with the 
soldiers and soon became acquainted 
with most of the guards. De Valera 
was informed by code in a letter that 
February 3 was set for his escape and 
the procedure to be followed was out
lined. 

Four Cars Serve as Decoys. 
"On the eve of February 3* four mo

tor cars, packed with Irishmen, were 
sent wandering about the country near 
Lincoln to serve as decoys for the 
police. At 4 o'clock the prisoners 
were brought in from exercise. They 
then had a three-hour period for wan
dering about the prison before they 
were locked up for the night. 

"At dusk the girls enticed the guards 
from the rear of the prison as far as 
possible. Then two Sinn Feiners 
quickly cut a path through the barbed 
wire. DeValera, with McGarry and 
Millroy (the two Sinn Feinerq who 
escaped with De Valera) sauntered to 
the back gate which their friends 
opened with a false key, while the 
sentries continued their flirtation with 
the girls. An automobile was waiting 
and De Valera was whisked away to 
London, while the police chased the 
decoy motors. 

"Where is De Valera now? I can
not state, but he will be here on time 
when he is wanted." 

Women's Catholic Union 
Organized In Minnesota 

Federation of All Catholic Women's 

Organizations in State 

Projected. 

Child Welfare and Americanization 

Among the Chief Objectives. 

Officers Elected at St. Paul Confer
ence. 

To promote Americanization, child 
welfare and educational work, a Min
nesota division of the National Union 
of Catholic Women's organizations 
has been formed, which it is expect
ed will shortly comprise every Catho
lic women's society in the state. 

At a conference of representatives of 
civic, and welfare organizations held 
at the Wilder building, St. Paul, which 
was called by Mrs. Richard A. Walsh, 
national president, Mrs. W. H. O'Toole 
of St. Paul was chosen president of 
the organization. Other officers elect
ed were: First vice president, Mrs. L. 
S. Donaldson, Minneapolis; second 
vice president, Mrs. J. B. Dunne, St. 
Cloud; third vice president, Mrs. David 
Irwin, Winona; fourth vice president, 
Mrs. Henry Turrusli, Duluth; fifth vice 
president, Mrs. E. A. Miller, Crooks-
ton; recording secretary, Miss Grace 
Dunn, Minneapolis; treasurer, Mrs. 
Joseph Maybe, Lake City; correspond

ing secretary, Mrs. Nelson Barstow, 
Anoka; auditor, Mrs. J. S. Randall, Lit
tle Falls; historian, Miss Lillian 
Taaffe, Minneapolis, and custodian, 
Mrs. J. Streator, St. Paul. 

The resolutions committee appointed 
included Miss Mary Chute, Minneapo
lis; Mrs. J. Sherwood, Alexandria, and 
Mrs. T. Wlialen, Sleepy Eye. The con
stitution committee named had as 
members Mrs. E. C. Ives, St. Paul; 
Mrs. Andrew Moynenan, Sauk Center, 
and Miss Helen Dore, St. Paul. Mrs. 
Daniel M. Coonau of Minneapolis heads 
the organization committee, and other 
members include Mrs. J. C. Famfchon, 
Minneapolis, and Mrs. A. C. Tscharon-
per, St. Cloud. 

The Rev. J. M. Cleary and the Rev. 
Thomas E. Cullen of Minneapolis, 
spoke of the constructive work possi
ble through such an organization, and 
the Rev. Lawrence Ryan, pastor of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, emphasized the 
necessity for the coalescing of the 
many peoples within our border into 
one and the nationalizing of the use of 
English. 

Mrs. Walsh, who was instrumental 
in starting the league, was made pres
ident of the national society in No» 
vember, 1917, at, a gathering of presi
dents of all Catholic women's organ
izations in the United States, which 
was held in Chicago. 

Enthusiasm Rampant When 
Congress Adopted Resolution 

Physician, Held By Germans, Is 11 

Dr. Bernard J. Gallagher Returns Af
ter Harrowing Experiehce as a 

Prisoner in Germany. 

Former Minneapolis Physician Now 
at His Home in Waseca, Minn. 

Remained at His Post Until Captured 
—Eight Months of German 

Prison Fare. 

Rumored President Had Old y 

Grudge Against Cohalan 
Deeper Reason for His Action Seen By 

Judge's Friends. President Cen
sured at Boston Meeting. 

New York, March 6. — Gradually 
facts of the Irish delegation's call 
on President Wilson Tuesday night 
are coming out. It is said by Supreme 
Court Justice Cohalan's friends that 
he "pestered" Mr. Wilson and that 
was the reason the president refused 
to attend the conference until Cohal
an withdrew. But other persons say 
that the reasons are deeper and1 more 
serious than that. 

Justice Cohalan induced Homer 
Cummings, the new democratic nation
al committeeman, to send two repre
sentatives to see the president at 
Washington in behalf of Ireland. He 
also told Mr. Cummings that if Ireland 
was left out when self-determination 
was granted to small nations, the dem
ocratic party in the United States 
"might as well close its house." 

Mr. Cohalan was active in the 
"American independence conference," 
which in 1916 opposed the re-election 
of President Wilson, and he refused 
in March, 1917, to sign a pledge sup
porting the president "in protecting 
American rights against unlawful vio
lence on sea and land." 

In September, 1917, the committee 
on' public information- published as 
one of the Von Igel papers a commun
ication signed in cipher addressed to 
Count von Bernstorff, dated April 17, 
1916, beginning: "Judge Cohalan re
quests the transmission of the'follow
ing remarks: 'The revolution in Ire
land can only be successful with the 
support of Germany; otherwise Eng
land will be able to suppress it, even 
though it be only after hard strugles.'" 

When the delegation, was talking to 
Mr. Wilson, Bishop Muldoon of Rock-
ford referred to the Jugo-SIavs, where
upon the president, raising his arms, 
said: "O, m^, don't remind me of that 
here. That is a question!"—with the 
accent on the "is." i;. 

Boston Meeting Votes Censure of 
President. 

Boston, March 6.—Delegates of four 
Irish societies at a meeting of the .As
sociated Branches of the Friends of 
Irish Freedom voted to extend an in
vitation to Justice Daniel F. Cohalan 
of New York to be the guest Uf honor 
at a bainquet in this city on March 17. 

A resolution, which was adopted, de
clared that "Americans of Irish blood 
were grievously offended at the action 
of President Wilson at the Metropoli
tan opera house in New York in refus
ing to meet a committee named by the 
Irish race convention at Philadelphia 
until Justice Cohalan had withdrawn 
from the room." 

Matthew Cummings, who presided, 
announced Justice Cohalan was one of 
the men selected by the national or
ganization of the Friends of Irish Free
dom to go to France to press its de
mands at the peace conference. 

THINK '  IN .  INTEREST—SAVE 

MSGR. FLETCHER, BALTIMORE 
DEAD. 

Baltimore, Feb. 21.—Msgr. William 
A. Fletcher, rector of the Baltimore 
Cathedral, and the closest ecclesiasti
cal associate of Cardinal Gibbons in 
the United States, died this morning 
at Mercy hospital. 

Monsignor Fletcher was stricken 
with an attack of heart failure last 
September and never fully recovered 
from its effects. He died froih this 
disease. Monsignor Fletcher was vest
ed with the purple in 1914 by Cardinal 
Gibbons. He has been a member of 
priesthood for twenty-nine years, twen-
ty-four of which he spent as an asso
ciate of Cardinal Gibbons in the Catho
lic Cathedral household. -

THINK IN INTEREST—SAVE 

Rev. Daniel J. Murphy, aged 63 
years, professor of languages at St. 
Rita's College, Chicago, died sudden
ly in that city last week. He was the 
author of a number of books, and had 
written many short stories. He was 
born at Glen Falls. N.<Y. 

Lieutenant Bernard J. Gallagher, 
former Minneapolis physician who was 
taken prisoner in March, 1918. at 
Amiens, France, while caring for 20 
wounded soldiers, and held in a Ger
man prison camp for nine months, has 
returned an£ is now at his home in 
Waseca, Minn. 

Dr. Galagher was captured when the 
British battalion with which he was 
stationed moved back, and he remained 
at his post, while being surrounded by 
Germans. He was assured by a Ger
man officer that trucks would take 

them back to their lines. Kilt the Brit
ish tried to. retake the sector, and be
tween fire from both lines, the men re
mained two days without food or drink. 
Three of them died. They were then 
moved to a German hospital. During 
his three weeks there, Dr. Gallagher 
was not permitted to care for the Ger
man wounded. Their only fare con
sisted of soup made from horse meat. 

Dr. Gallagher spent eight months at 
the German prison camp at Villingen, 
where the l'ood was enough to sustain 
life, he said. The wire enclosure sur
rounding the wooden barracks was 
brilliantly lighted day and night to 
prevent escape. Five prisoners escaped 
one. night by throwing a weighted wire 
on the wire fence, and grounding it 
which caused complete darkness, but 
the men were recaptured. 

Since he was released from the pris
on on Nov. 28, Dr. Gallagher visited 
France, Switzerland, Scotland and 
England. 

O'Kelly To Call 
On Col. House 

Irish Envoy Says Republic Should Be 
Recognized on Wilson's 14 

Points. 

(Minneapolis Journal-Chicago Tribune 
Cable). 

Paris, Feb. 28.—John O'Kelly of Dub
lin, representing the provisional gov
ernment of the Irish republic, intends 
to call on Colonel E. M. House today, 
hoping to be granted an audience, al
though it is stated he wrote President 
Wilson several times without receiv
ing a reply. O'Kelly will demand that 
thd United States insist that the Irish 
republic be recognized, basing his de
mands on Wilson's 14 points and the 
League of Nations. 

"We won't stop at bloodshed to in
sure national safety, even though a 
quarter million English troops are gar
risoned in Ireland," O'Kelly said. 

He contends the peace delegates 
should promise Professor de Valera 
will not be prosecuted by the British 
so De Valera can come to Paris to rep
resent the Irish republic at the Quai i 
d'Orsay. 

The ^American Commissioners re
fuse to commit themselves on their( 

attitude toward O'Kelly. merely stat
ing they haven't seen or heard from 
him yet. 

THINK IN INTEREST SAVE 

Chicago, March 5.—The Rev. Fa
ther Matthew C. Anic and the Rev. 
Father A. M. Kraschowitz, lifelong 
Mends and • fellow pastors of Cath
olic churches here, died at the same 
hour Tuesday night, it was learned 
today. 

Father Anic was stricken with in
fluenza two weeks ago. Father Kras
chowitz went to nurse him. M'-. & 
contracted the disease. ; 

..SCiL 

Bank On Wilson 
Says Irish Leader 

De Valera Tells Irish to Withhold 
Opinion on President. 

London, March 4.—At a meeting of 
the Ultra Nationalist Irish society in 
London yesterday a letter from Ed
ward De Valera the Sinn Fein lead
ers who recently escaped from Lincoln 
prison, written in cipher, was read. 
The letter contained the following ad
vice to the society: 

"Pronounce no opinion on Presi
dent Wilson. It is premature for he 
and his friends will bear our country 
in mind at the crucial hour." 

THINK IK JNTEKKST SAVE 

Baker Is Considering 
Protests of K.|of C. 

Disapproval of 10 Per Cent Allotment 
for Creature Comforts Taken 

Under Advisement. 

Washington, March 3.—Secretary 
Baker 'took under consideration today 
a protest by Representatives of the 
Knights of Columbus against the re
cent decisiop of the committee of 11 
which supervised the work of collect
ing the $170,000,000 fund for the war 
organizations doing army welfare 
work, that not more than 10 per cent 
of the sum alloted to any organization 
should be used in providing creature 
comforts for the soldiers. 

The representatives of the Knights 
of Columbus on the committee votefl 
against this 10 per cent provision but 
was defeated, it was said, 10 to 1. They 
told the secretary their organization 
already had expended at least 25 per 
"<>nt of its alloted part of the fund 

r . - \ *Mrc comforts and that the rul
ing would disrupt its entire system. 

(Special to The Irish Standard.) 
Washington, D. C., March 4, 1919.— 

Mr. Patrick Donohoe, Past State 
President of the Ancient Order of Hi
bernians of Pennsylvania, and John 
O'Dea, also of Philadelphia, National 
Chairman of the Irish History propa
ganda of the A. O. H. in America, who 
two weeks ago mailed copies of reso
lutions adopted by the State Senate 
and House of Representatives of Penn
sylvania to every Congressman and 
Senator in this city, came here yes
terday afternoon for the purpose of 
soliciting support for the resolution 
favorably reported on February 5, by 
the House Committee on Foreign Af
fairs, requesting that. Ireland be in
cluded among the small Nations which 
President Wilson has declared must 
be accorded the right of self-determin
ation. 

Messrs. Donohoe and O'Dea proceed
ed on their arrival in Washington, to 
interview various Representatives in 
the corridors, cloak rooms, House res
taurants, wherever they could meit 
them, and to those they desired to 
meet and could not, they sent tele
grams, with the result that this morn
ing, toward the close of a twenty-
hour sitting, the resolutions were 
passed by a vote of about six to one. 

The House and crowded gallery were 
treated to a number ol' eloquent and 
spirited addresses while the debate 
was in progress, that of Ilenry D. 
Flood of Virginia, Chairman of the 
powerful House Committee on For
eign Affairs, and said to be a close con
fident of President Wilson, being the 
most profound and convincing. It was 
a noble plea for Irish independence, 
a plea in which he vigorously and earn
estly declared that Ireland whose sons 
were among the most enlightened and 
bravest of mankind must not be the 
one nation of tlie Caucasian race to 
bo denied consideration at. the peace 
table. 

Congressman James R. Mann con
cluded a brilliant five-minute speech 
by declaring that Ireland's sons must 
be given the right of governing them
selves on their own soil, a right they 

had taken iind were exercising in ev
ery English-speaking country in the 
world. 

The adoption of the resolutions, amid 
tumultous cheers for the Irish Repub
lic, was the most exciting incident in 
the eventful twenty-hour sitting of the 
closing day of the 65th Congress. 

The resolution, which was a substi
tute for the McLaughlin and Galla
gher resolutions, introduced, respect
ively, on the 2nd and 3rd of December, 
1918, is: 

"Resolved, By the House of Repre
sentatives. (the Senate concurring) 
that it is the earnest hope of the Con
gress of the United States of America 
that the Peace Conference now sitting 
in Paris passing upon the rights of 
various peoples, will favorably con
sider the claims of Ireland to the right 
of self-determination." 

THINK IN INTEREST—SAVE 

Release of Irish 
From PrisoB Indicated 

London Mail Says Government Makes 

Decision—Guardian Indorses 

U. S. Action. 

London, March 6.—The British gov
ernment has decided to release all 
Irish political prisoners, says the Daily 
Mall today. To prevent a great pub
lic. demonstration, the newspaper adds, 
the prisoners will return to Irelar-'j in 

ligt small batches. 
Some persons, says the M.'d mj/j 

Guardian, may consider th'oal. 
on the Irish question pai-ial weu^ Ced 
American house of repres.ely. L °? t 
"irrelevant, even'as an inhs welfT 
But, continues the news) critUp, 
nothing of the kind. It hiu^s t^er6a/ 
rect bearing on the fundanidu..! .^ .'"n-
ciples accepted as the basis of peace . 
and it should be regarded not as gratui
tous intervention in our domestic af
fairs, but as a friendly and by no 
means unnecessary warning." 

Peace Conference Expected 
To Take Up Irish-Problem 

ejbwt 

Dublin Parliament Emissary in Paris 
Says Ireland Places Confidence in 

Wilson—Recruiting Council 
Dismised by British 

Cabinet. 

Paris, Feb. 2fi.—There are marked 
indications from what was said today 
that the Irish question will be brought 
before the peace conference. An emis
sary of the Irish parliament is here, 
authorized to lay the case before the 
supreme council. 

Another recent and interesting de
velopment is the proposal that the 
German cables should not be returned 
to Germany. The French and English 
hold that the cables should remain in 
Alied control as a reprisal of war. 

The American representatives have 
not assented to this, but the reasons 
for their position are not disclosed 
publicly.-

War Cabinet Rejects Plan to Employ 

Irish. 

Dublin, Feb. 26.—A crisis was under
stood to have arisen today as the re
sult of the war cabinet's rejection of 
Lord French's request that the Irish 
recruiting council undertake the re
employment of 100,000 Irish soldiers, 
in connection with demobilization in 
this country. 

Chief Secretary MacPherson has in
formed' the council that its services 
are no longer required. 

"The soldiers may be so neglected 
| that they will join the Sinn Feiners," 

I said Captain Gwynn, a member of the 
i council. In addition to Gwynn, the 
council included Sir Henry McLaugh
lin, Sir Maurice Dockrell and Sergeant 
Sullivan. 

Irish Delegate Reaches Paris by Sub

terfuge. 

Paris, Feb. 26.—Sean O'Cealligh, 
whose name in plain English is J. T. 
O'Kelly, who is seeking recognition by 
the peace conference as the envoy of 
the Irish goverqment, arrived quftetly 
in Paris more than two weeks ago, 

t 

having, according to his own state
ment, obtained" a British passport by 
subterfuge. 

Ostensibly he crossed the channel a$ 
the represfentative of the Corporation 
of Dublin to present the freedom of 
the city of Dublin to President Wilson 
and to press an invitation upon the 
president to visit Ireland. Tucked away 
in his baggage, however, O'Cealligh 
carried credentials as the delegate of 
the provisional Irish government. 

Letters SAnt to Wilson. ^ 

O'Cealligh said today that thus far 
he had received no reply to his letters 
and telegrams sent to President Wil
son asking the president to set a date 
for the reception of the committee-
to present to him the freedom of the 
city of Dublin. Since his arrival here 
O'Cealligh also wrote to President Wil
son asking he be received as the dele
gate of the Irish people. 

"Ireland," said O'Cealligh today, "is 
building a lot on President Wilson, be
cause of his pronouncements regard
ing the rights of small nations. He 
never mentioned Ireland, but every
body there thinks he meant us and his 
words have been read eagerly in every 
household. 

To Demand Recognition. 

O'Cealligh said he would present hte 
credentials to the peace conference, ] 
even if he had to send them by mes-'j 
senger. > He declared he expected op-
position from Great Britain but that $ 
he would accept nothing but represen
tation for' Ireland as a separate na
tion. •••'&£? 

O'Cealligh wag a staff captain of Pat< 
rick H. Pearse, "provisional president?:; 
of Ireland in the 1916 revolution, and' 
has been in prison nine times. He is 
a Sinn Fein member of the bouse of 
commons, although he has not taken/ 
his seat. : 

O'Cealligh is really an advance 
for the three delegates, Pro 
Valera, Arthqi' GriflUb'iuid 
Plunkett. . . 
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