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The Irish Race convention held In 
Philadelphia on the 22nd and 23rd of 
February, 1919, provided by resolution 
for the appointment of a committee of 
25 by thfc chairman, and instructed it 
to use all honorable means to secure' 
for Ireland her right of self-determi
nation. 

This genera! committee selected 
from its own body Frank P. Walsh of 
New York, former Governor Edward F. 
Dunne of Illinois and Michael J. Ryan 
of Philadelphia, as a special commis
sion to go to Paris. The instructions 
of this special committee were as 
follows: 

"To obtain for the delegates select
ed by the people of Ireland a hearing 
at the peace conference, and to place 
before the conference, if that hearing 
be not given, the case of Ireland; her 
insistence upon her right of self-de-
termination; and to international 
recognition of the republican form of 
government established by her peo
ple." 

Upon their arrival at Paris a letter 
signed by all the commissioners was 
addressed to President Wilson, asking 
him to obtain from the British govern
ment safe conducts for Eamonn De 
Valera, Arthur Griffith and Count 
George Noble Plunkett, the represen
tatives selected by the people of Ire
land. from Dublin to Paris and re
turn; and also asking him to accord 
an interview to the American commis
sion. 

In response to this letter the presi
dent wrote to Mr. Walsh, chairman of 
the commission, granting him an in
terview and fixing the time. 

The president gave an exhaustive 
hearing to the case as presented by 
Mr. Walsh and referred him to Col. 
E. M. House with instructions to say 
that he believed the request a proper 

-•one, and that it Should be grahted. 
The entire commission waited upon 

Colonel House, advised him of the 
suggestion of the president and pre
sented the request in writing for safe 
conducts for Messrs. De Valera, Grif
fith and Plunkett. Colonel House 
promised to take the matter up with 
Lloyd George immediately and to use 
every effort to have the safe conduct 
granted. 

Upon the following day Colonel 
House announced to the commission, 
who again called upon him in a body, 
that he had communicated with the 
prime minister of England, and that 
in all likelihood the safe conducts 
would be granted; but that Lloyd 
George was very desirous of having 
an interview with the American com
missioners personally and would be 
glad to have Chairman Walsh take up 
the matter of fixing the time and place 
for the meeting with Lloyd George's 
confidential secretary, Philip Kerr. 

The commission notified Colonel 
House at once that they did not seek 
a conference with Lloyd George; 
doubted very much the wisdom or pro
priety of meeting him, but finally 
agreed to do so as a matter of cour
tesy. 

Later in the day the entire commis
sion called upon Colonel House and 
stated that under no circumstances 
did they wish to be relegated to Lloyd 
.George on the question of the issuance 
of the safe conducts, but were relying 
upon him, Colonel House, as one of 
the American commissioners, to se
cure compliance with the request, if 
possible. With thi3 clear understand
ing they would meet the prime min
ister. 

Lloyd George, on the plea of being 
closely occupied with the preparation 
of the German peace terms, put off 
the proposed meeting with the dele
gates from time to time, covering a 
period of something like two weeks. 

The American, commission finally 
- called upon Colonel House, explained 

once more that no part of the duties 
of their mission called for a meeting 
with Lloyd George, and asked him to 
address a formal request for the safe 
conducts for Messrs. De Valera, Grif-

i-llth and Plunkett, to Lloyd George, 
and secure, if possible, -a prompt and 

' direct answer to that request. 
Upon the same day, and shortly be

fore the visit of the commission to 
Colonel House, Messrs. Sean T. 
O'Ceallaigh and George Gavin Duffy, 
the representatives of the Irish repub-

. lie in Paris, conveyed an invitation 
from President De Valera to the com
mission to visit Dublin, and gave, 

: among other reasons, the necessity for 
a conference upon matters of* grave 
importance at the time transpiring in 

«Ireland. 
When we arrived at the office of 

SURPRISING INVESTIGATION DISCLOSES THE 
REASON FOR INDEPENDENCE OF IRELAND 

Murderous Atrocities of British Jailers and Soldiers—Full Investigation 
Is Demanded—England in Furious Desperation 

Colonel House in the Hotel Grillon 
that evening to receive an answer 
from Lloyd George, we found Sir Wil
liam Wiseman, liaison officer be
tween the American and British em
bassies in Paris. He presented the 
apologies of Lloyd George for the de
lay, and said that Lloyd George would 
like to fix a time for the interview 
upon some day of the following week. 
Mr. Walsh, speaking for the commis
sion replied that if they were to re
main another week in Paris before re
ceiving an answer <to their request for 
the safe conducts, they wished to use 
the time in a visit to Ireland for the 
purpose of meeting the representa
tives of the Irish people and making 
a first-hand investigation of conditions 
in Ireland. 

As the passports of the members of 
the commission did not include Eng
land and Ireland, it was necessary to 
have them amended, which was ex
peditiously done, the amended pass
ports reading that the members of the 
commission were going to Ireland on 
an "unofficial political mission," and 
the forms of the passports were made 
diplomatic, which greatly facilitated 
their movements. 

It should be noted that after the 
visit to Ireland demands were made 
in the English parliament for a full 
report from the prime minister as to 
whether or not it was true that he in
tended issuing safe conducts to the 
Irish representatives, and also if it 
was his purpose to have an interview 
in Paris with the members of the 
American commission. 

Bonar Law, leader of the house of 
commons, made official answer for the 
prime minister, and stated that Lloyd 
George had not and never had the 
slightest intention of granting safe 
conducts to the Irish representatives. 
He said that Lloyd George had agreed 
to the visit of the American commis
sion to Ireland, hoping upon their re
turn that he could press upon them 
the "English point of view," to be used 
as propaganda in America. 

The lord chancellor, officially re
plying to the same questions in the 
house of lords, likewise denied, on be 
half of the prime minister, that there 
was ever any intention to grant safe 
conducts to Messrs. De Valera, Grif
fith and Plunkett, and declared it was 
the purpose of the prime minister to 
have present at his interview with the 
American commission upon their re
turn from Ireland, all of the American 
newspaper correspondents, so that he 
(the prime minister) mifht make a 
statement of England's attitude on 
the Irish problem, which would tend 
•;o allay the growing prejudice against 
England in the United States. 

When the passports were handed to 
the American commissioners on the 
morning of their departure for Ire 
land, Sir William Wiseman stated 
that Lloyd George wished the com 
missioners to go to all parts of Ire 
land, if possible, and it was his spe 
cial request that they should visit 
Belfast. 

Upon repeating Sir William Wise
man's request to Messrs. O'Ceallaigh 
and Gavin Duffy, the Irish envoys at 
Paris, "thfey joined in the request that 
we should make a close inve--tigition 
of conditions in Ireland, and especially 
urged that we should visit the jails, 
particularly those in the larger cities, 
where, they asserted, hundreds of men 
and women were confined under cir
cumstances of- the most shocking na
ture. 

Crossing the Irish sea from Holy
head to Dunleavy we came upon the 
first evidence of the military occupa
tion of Ireland. The vessel and 
wharves swarmed with soldiers, fully 
equipped for the field, going to and 
coming from Ireland. 

When we arrived in Ireland we 
found soldiers everywhere. A careful 
investigation, made on the day before 
we left Ireland showed that the army 
of occupation numbered considerably 
over 100,000 men, to which additions 
are being made daily. The troops are 

J; 

equipped with lorries, armored cars, 
tanks, machine guns, bombing planes, 
light and heavy artillery; and in fact 
all of the engines of war lately em
ployed against the central powers. 

In addition to this, there are ap
proximately 15,000 members of the 
Royal Irish constabulary. The con
stabulary is a branch of the military 
forces. They are armed with rifles as 
well as small side arms, engage in 
regular drills and field maneuvers. 
They are never residents of the dis
tricts which they occupy, and have 
quarters in regular government bar
racks. 

After our arrival in Ireland we 
conferred with President De Valera 
as to the prisons which we should 
visit, and Mountjoy jail in the city of 
Dublin, was selected, for the reason 
that it contained a large number of 
political prisoners, many of them men 
of the highest character and standing. 
Mountjoy, so far as physical equip
ment and brutality goes, is not as bad 
as many of the other jails in Ireland. 

TVe made our demana for permis 
sion to visit this jail through the mu 
nicipal authorities of the city of Dub
lin. The governor of the prison, a 
resident of England, who has been in 
office but a few weeks, refused us ad
mission. It was then explained to Sir 
John Irwin, chairman of the visiting 
justices of Mountjoy prison, that the 
commission was traveling on diploma
tic passports and was investigating 
conditions in Ireland, partly at the 
solicitation of the prime minister. 
With this explanation, Sir John Irwin, 
who is in supreme authority of the jail, 
overruled the decision of the governor 
and we were admitted to Mountjoy 

When we appeared at the gate we 
were ushered into the office of the 
governor, where we found Sir John 
Irwin. The governor told us that we 
were to be admitted to the prison, but 
with the understanding that we 
should not speak to any prisoner, nor 
seek to fix the identity of any prisoner 
exhibited. 

Although Mountjoy is called a jail, 
it is, as a matter of fact, a combina
tion of jail and penitentiary. It is 
surrounded by a stone wall 20 feet in 
height and is larger than any of the 
mid-western American penitentiaries 
such as Jefferson City or Joliet, and 
almost as large as Sing Sing. It has 
immense cell houses, built to accom
modate 1,000 prisoners. It is equipped 
with workshops, where men convicted 

.of serious crimes are confined at hard 
labor. It is also used for the confinc 
ment of parsons awaiting trial, as well 
a3 misdemeanants serving sentences 
for petty offenses. 

Exclusive of the political prisoners 
there were but 12 persons in confine
ment, all of them undergoing sen 
'ences for petty infractions of law. 

One of the men who accompanied 
us upon the visit was an official of the 
?ity of Dublin, well acquainted with 
ill of the political prisoners; so that 
we had no difficulty in identifying 
h?m. They were confined for the 

most part in groups, the majority of 
hem being locked Up in steel cages, 

built in the yards of the prison, entire-
'y outside of the buildings proper. 
These cages are exact duplicates of 
those used for wild animals in the 
'"arper zoological gardens, such as Lin
coln Park and the Bronx, in the 
United States. 

Statements had been made that 
unspeakable outrages were being com
mitted against the persons of these 
men, and the most barbarous cruelties 
inflicted upon them. That they had 
been starved, beaten, confined in dark 
and noisome underground cells, other
wise maltreated and kept for days 
with their handB handcuffed behind 
their backs. 

We attempted to secure statements 
from the officers, either confirming or 
denying the charges. We were per
mitted to talk to no one inside the 
prison except the governor. He stat 

Ied that no such barbarities had been 
committed since he bad taken charge 

of the prison a week or two before. 
He refused to speak for any time prior 
to that. He at first denied that there 
-were underground cells in the prison. 
We had been furnished, however, with 
a plan showing their location, and 
upon our insistence we were allowed 
entrance. We found a great number 
of cells underground, too narrow for 
human occupation, without beds or 
covering for the prisoners, no ventila
tion; pitch dark and extremely cold, 
although the weather at the time was 
not severe. The chief warden ad
mitted that these cells were at times 
occupied by prisoners. 

Our information, well authenticated, 
is to the effect that a large number of 
political prisoners were taken out of 
the underground cells after we had de
manded admission the night previous. 
We found one of the political prison
ers still in solitary confinement. He 
presented a pitiable spectacle. The 
miserable cell was cold and badly ven
tilated. He was in an unkeippt con
dition, highly nervous, palpably un
dernourished, and had a wild glare in 
his eyes indicating an extremely dan
gerous mental state. 

He tried to speak to us, but was 
quickly silenced by the warden. 

TKe" political prisoners In this jail 
without exception, are men of highest 
position; journalists, lawyers, busi
ness men, skilled tradesmen and labor
ers. Many of them, confined for 
months, have not been informed of 
the charge against them. All of them 
are denied the right of trial by jury. 
When charges are made—often of the 
most trivial character—bail is denied. 
They were all emaciated and ap
peared to be suffering from malnutri
tion. Of the thousands of German 
prisoners we have seen in Franco, 
none of them showed such wretched 
physical condition or had counten 
ances so marked with pain as the pris
oners in Mountjoy. 

As we were leaving the prison we 
were attracted by shouts in the rear 
of the main hall of the prison. Look-
ins around we saw Pierce Beasley, 
one of the political prisoners, an Irish 
journalist of the highest standing and 
one of the most beloved men in Ire
land, being hustled through the back 
doorway by a burley prison guard. 
Beasley cried out: "I want to call 
your attention to the fact that this 
brute who has me in charge is about 
to punish me for saying 'Long live the 
republic!'" We immediately protest
er! against the assault on Mr. Beasley. 
The governor of the prison hastened 
back to where the men were, and after 
f; hurried whispered conversation with 
the guard, returned and said that we 
could be assured that no punishment 
would be inflicted upon Mr. Beasley. 

Upon our return from- the prison 
wo were furnished with detailed state
ments of others who had been con
fined in the prison exposing the vilest 
atrocities committed- against pris
oners. 

Having received information that 
there were a large number of pris
oners confined in a smaller prison in 
the town of Westport, County Mayo, 
which jilace was infested by troops, 
and that cruelties -and barbarities were 
being practiced upon them, we an
nounced out intention after leaving 
Mountjoy Jail, of visiting Westport. 
Shortly before the departure of our 
train upon the following evening two 
policemen appeared at our apartments 
and handed us an unsigned typewrit
ten letter, notifying us that we would 
not be permitted to enter the town 
of Westport, the only reason given be
ing that it was "within a military 
area." We proceeded, nevertheless, 
to Westport. 

As we approached the town a com
pany of soldiers met us about three 
miles out and the lieutenant an
nounced in a surly tone, that under no 
circumstances would we be permitted 
to enter. We demanded to see the 
colonel, to whom we showed our pass
ports, repeated the message of Lloyd 
George delivered through Sir William 

Wiseman, to the effect that he wanted 
us to visit all of Ireland, explained 
that we were conducting an investiga
tion under the authority of the prime 
minister. We advised him that we un
derstood that revolting conditions ex
isted in Westport. The colonel, how-
over, declared that he would lake the 
full responsibility of not complying 
with the request of even so high a 
personage as the prime minister of 
England, though he stated that he was 
acting on orders from the government 
officials in Dublin. 

Many of the persons we met in the 
vicinity corroborated the stories of 
brutal treatment to which prisoners 
in the Westport jail were being sub
jected, the details being horrible be
yond belief. 

During our visit to Ireland we wit
nessed numerous assaults in public 
streets and highways with bayonets 
and clubbed rifles, upon men and wom
en unknown to be republicans, or sus
pected of being in l'avor of a repub
lican form of government. Many of 
the outraged persons were men and 
women of exemplary character and oc
cupying high positions in the business 
and professional life of the country. 

We took statements covering hun
dreds of cases of outrage and violence 
committed by the officers and repre-
sentr.lives of the English government 
in Ireland, the details of which we set 
forth herein. 

The excesses and atrocities detailed 
are either being actually committed at 
the present time or have been com
mitted within the recent past, as a 
part of a scheme and plan to crush 
out and repress the effort of the Irish 
people to establish a republican foim 
of government in Ireland. 

Upcn the basis of what, we wil-
".es«-cd ourselves, as well as state-
nents of men and women of unim
peachable integrity, we make the fol-
'\>v.*ifit? specific charges: 

1 Within the past few months at 
east ten citizens have been killed by 
oldiors and constables under circum-
tances which in a majority of the 

cases coroners' juries found to be wil
ful murder under the laws of England; 
he last man having been murdered 

ia this way less than one month ago 
In all of these cases the perpetra

tors of the crimes have gone unpun
ished. 

2. Hundreds of men and women 
have been confined for months in the 
vilest prisons without any charge be
ing preferred against them. 

At least five men have died as 
the result of atrocities perpetrated 
upon them while in prison, the po3t 
mortem examinations in some of the 
cases disclosing marks of violence 
upon the bodies of the victims. 

4. Prisoners are confined in nar
row cells with hands handcuffed be
hind them day and night. In this con
dition they are fed by jail atten
dants. They arc permitted no oppor
tunity of answering calls of nature 
and are compelled to lie in their cloth
ing, befouled by human excrement, for 
days at a time. 

5. Persons are confined in cells 
which are not large enough for one 
man. They are not provided with 
beds or bunks of any kind but are 
compelled to sleep upon the bare 
floors. There are no toilet facilities 
or receptacles to contain human of
fal, which necessarily accumulates up
on the floors where men are compelled 
to sleep in the filth, night after night. 

6. The food is insufficient and un
wholesome. Prisoners, men and wom
en, are compelled to live for days 
upon water and poorly baked, sour 
and stale bread. 

7. Hundreds of men and women 
have been discharged from jail with 
impaired constitution^, and are in 
many cases incurable invalids as a 
result of their treatment. 

8. During the past winter and 
spring, streams of ice cold water were 
poured upon men confined in jail, and 
they were compelled to lie all night 
on cold floors in unheated cells in 

their wet clothing. Many of them 
were afterwards removed to outside 
hospitals suffering with pneumonia. 

9. Police and soldiers are habit
ually permitted to ester the cells 
whero poll i- r! -icnors are confined 

to Lcui them with their clubs. 
10. Solitary confinement in most 

horrible form is generally practised. 
Numbers of prisoners have been tak
en directly from the jails to insane 
asylums, rendered maniacs by their 
treatment. 

11. Large bodies of political 
prisoners, in certain jails, have been 
kept without any food whatever for 
days at a time. 

12. The right of privacy no longer 
exists in Ireland. The homes of the 
people are constantly being invaded 
by armed men, the occupants, includ
ing delicate women and young chil
dren, cruelly beaten and otherwise 
maltreated. 

13. The children of suspected re
publicans, many of tender years, are 
kidnapped and their parents kept in 
ignorance of their whereabouts for 
weeks. 

14. Women and children of refine
ment and respectability are arrested 
without warrant and in company of 
rough and brutal soidiers transport
ed to distant parts of Ireland and Eng
land, where they are confined in jail 
with the lowest prostitutes, some of 
whom are suffering from vile disease, 
and are compelled to use the same 
toilet facilities, and thus expose them
selves to the danger of infection. 

15. The right of private property 
no longer exists in Ireland. Places of 
business of republicans are invaded 
by, soldiers and constables, fixtures 
destroyed and property confiscated 
without compensation. In many cases 
the owners of such businesses and 
property are utterly Impoverished. 

1(i. Heads of hundreds of fami
lies have been jailed or deported, 
leaving dependent women and children 
without means of subsistence and ren
dered objects of public charity. 

17. Men and women on mere sus
picion of having republican sympa
thies are being taken from their 
homes and arrested upon the streets 
and highways of Ireland; deported to 
England or confined in jails in re
mote places, while their distracted 
families are kept, sometimes for many 
months, in ignorance of their where
abouts. 

Among the leaders of the republi
can movement in Ireland, many of 
whom have had these atrocities prac
tised upon their persons, are lawyers 
such as Edward Duggan, George 
Nichols and John Hanrahan, who 
rank relatively with such men in the 
United States as Morgan J. O'Brien, 
John B. Stanchfield, Levi Mayer or A. 
Mitchell Palmer. 

Some of the men whom we actual
ly saw in jail, in a pitiable condition 
were newspaper men who rank with 
Henry Waterson, or the late Col. Wil
liam R. Nelson of Kansas City. This 
comparison is made because two of 
the prisoners in Mountjoy, Messrs. 
Pierce Beasley and William Seares, 
are the owners or principal stock
holders of papers which they edit 
themselves. Many others we actually 
saw in prison are working newspaper 
men and correspondents of high class 
publications, such as Charles H. Gras-
ty, Frank H. Simonds and Herbert 
Bayard Swope. 

Among the men we saw in prison 
are stock raisers and farmers, busi
ness men of large affairs and liter
ary men of brilliant parts and of the 
highest character. 

We witnessed while in Ireland a 
brutal and unprovoked assault by an ' 
English colonel and a crowd of sol
diers upon the person of Professor 
John MacNeill. Professor MacNeill 
is a member of the faculty of the 
national university, is an educator 
and publicist of the highest type, a 
member of parliament and Occupies 
relatively the same position in Ire
land that William Howard Taft or 
Nicholas Murray ButleY does in the 
United States. 
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. EDUCATION. 
If England ever had an education? 

system in Ireland it has broken down;, 
completely. s 

The Irish people are taxed more for 
i the support of the police and constat)- 1 

ulary, altho the country is practically 
crimeless in the ordinary sense, than 
they are for the maintenance of tl 
whole educational system in Irelanl 

(Continued anfFqe 3) 
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