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Catholic Laymen 
Organize in Nation 

Convention Held In Chicago Favor* 
$25^)00,000 Endowment—A Board 

of Twelve Directors Elected. 

(By N. C. W. C. News Service.). 
- Chicago, May 11.—Definite plans to 
organise the entire membership of the 
Catholic Church in the United States 
into a workable unit' through the 
agency of the many lay organizations 
•were formulated here in the organiza
tion of the National Catholic Laymen's 
Council of the National Catholic Wei-
fare Council. Sixty delegates, coming 

. from more than twenty different states, 
and representing nearly twenty-five 
different Laymen's organizations, at
tended the meeting and subscribed for 
themselves and for their organizations 
and their Diocese to the plan of this 
great movement of laymen. 

These men also subscribed to a reso
lution recommending that an endow
ment fund of twenty-five millions of 
dollars be provided, the income from 
which will be devoted toward carrying 
out the work of the National Catholic 
Welfare Council. 

A board of twelve directors for this 
council was named. This board will 
meet soon, elect officers and make fur
ther plans for carrying out In detail 
the work outlined in the general pro-

{•gram, which is set forth in section 2 
of the constitution, which reads as 
follows: 

Plan of Organization. 
"The object of this organization shall 

be to co-ordinate all existing Catholic 
Laymen's organizations so that their 
united action may be more effective; 

to help them;* as far as lies in its 
power, to cover their particular fields; 
to promote the cause of Catholic and 
lay activity, both organized and indi
vidual, in every parish and Diocese of 
the country; to use existing organiza
tions for new needs; to call other or
ganizations into being for such pur
poses; to provide for trained laymen 
as social workers; to conduct interna
tional relations with Catholic organiza
tions of other countries." 

Bishop Schrembs Presides. 
The meeting of Laymen was called 

to order in the LaSalle Hotel Wednes
day morning by the pt. Rev. Joseph 
Schrembs of Toledo, chairman of the 
Laymen's division of the N. C. W. C. 
Father John J. Burke, C.S.P., general 
secretary of the N. C. W. C., was as
sistant presiding officer of the Na
tional Catholic War Council, acted as 
secretary. Bishop Schrembs explained 
to the Laymen present the general 
idea of the conference, but left in the 
hands of the delegates the initiative 
and final decision of the detailed work
ing out of the organization. Much of 
the first day was given over to hearing 
and considering the views of the differ
ent delegates on what might be accom
plished, and their recital of accom
plishments already brought about and 
the needs now existing in their own 
neighborhoods. Committees to draft 
the program and the constitution were 
selected, the committee on program 
including Thomas H. Cannon, High 
Chief Ranger, Catholic Order of For 
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Imprisonment of 
- Bishop's Brother 

Carried Off. to a British Jail 
' Without Warrant. 

(By N. C. W. C. News Service.) 
Washington, May 10.—Reports re

ceived here of the arrest and confine
ment in a British prison of Walter 
Cantwell, brother of Bishop John J. 
Cantwell of Los Angeles and three 
other prominent California priests 
have multiplied the efforts of United 
States Senators and Congressmen 
-who have been protesting against the 
wholesale arrests and imprisonment, 
without charge, arraignment or trial, 
of those striving to win freedom for 
Ireland. A cable protest signed by 
former Speaker of the House Champ 
Clark and Julius Kahn, chairman of 
the Military Affairs Committee, has 
been sent to Premier Lloyd-George. 
Senator Phelan of California has re
ceived the personal assurance of Sec
retary of State Colby that representa
tions will be made to the British em
bassy to take action in the Cantwell 
case. 

News of the imprisonment of Walter 
Cantwell was conveyed here in a tele
gram from three of his brothers, the 
Rev. James P. Cantwell, Chancellor of 
the Archdiocese of San Francisco, 
Rev. William P. Cantwell of San An-
rtelmo, and Rev. Arthur J. Cantwell 
of Sausalito, reciting the circum
stances as given them in a letter from 

* their mother, Mrs. Ellen Cantwell. 
Bishop Cantwell, who is on his way 
to Rome, was apprised of the situa
tion by wireless while in midocean. 

Military's Outrageous Conduct. 
The lettef, received by Father James 

Cantwell, recites how his sick and 
aged mother was roused from her bed 
when the door was battered in at 4:30 
a. m. by , a squad of military police 
who overran the house, destroying 
property and dragging the young man 
from his bed, hurried him off under 
armed guard, without warrant and 
without explanation. 

The military, after lodging their 
prisoner in Jail, returned to the house, 
Longhcoppie, in Fethard, County Tip-
perary, and ransacked every room, 
doing great damage. 

) Upon receipt of telegrams of pro
test sent by the three California 
priests and by Andrew J. Gallagher, 
state, .president of the California 
branches of the Friends of Irish 
Freedom and W. George Harkins, 
president of the United Irish Socie
ties of San Francisco, copies were 
Hied with the State Department by 
Senators James D. Phelan and Hiram 

Johnson of California and Representa
tives Julius Kahn and John I. Nolan 
of the same state. 

Meanwhile a petition was being cir
culated and signed by eighty-eight 
members of the House of Representa
tives to be forwarded to Premier 
Lloyd-George protesting against fur
ther imprisonment without arraignr 
ment or trial and asking that in the 
name of justice and liberty those now 
confined in the prisons of England and 
Ireland be told what offenses they 
have committed in striving to win lib
erty and freedom for their country. 

The cablegram of protest, which 
the lovers of freedom in this country 
are confident will prove one of the 
most effective measures taken against 
the unjust actions of the British mil
itary, is as follows: 

The Protest. 
"To Honorable David Lloyd George, 

Premier, and to the Parliament of 
Great Britain: 
"With the profound conviction that 

further wars and acts of war should 
be avoided and believing that whole
sale arrests without arraignment or 
trial disturb the peace and tranquillity 
of a people, are destructive of human 
rights, and are at variance with that 
principle of liberty which is embodied 
in the United States Constitution in 
the provision that no person shall be 
"deprived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law," the 
undersigned members of Congress of 
the United States of America protest 
against further imprisonment without 
arraignment or trial of persons resi
dent in Ireland arrested for acts of 
a political nature, and we ask in the 
spirit of American freedom and love 
of justice, out of our friendliness to 
the peoples of England and Ireland 
and in the name of international 
peace, that, hereafter, if arrests based 
upon acts of a political nature are 
made in Ireland, by color of any form 
of authority, the right'of trial shall 
without unreasonable delay be ac
corded to the accused." 

Following, in part, is the text of the 
letter from Mrs. Cantwell to the Rev. 
James Cantwell: 
"Fethard, Tipperary. 

. "My Dear James: My boy Walter 
was arrested yesterday morning at 
4:30 o'clock. As we slept the door of 
our home was battered In and the 
military and police overran the house, 
destroying everything before them. 
They asked for Walter. They dragged 

An Englishman's 
Visit to Dublin 

Irish Capital the Center of a Most Mo
mentous Struggle—A Mighty Empire 
8eeklng to Strangle a Small Nation. 

(< ••Pats 5) 

Mr. Louis Vincent, another great 
English sympathizer with Ireland 
whose writings we have always been 
pleased to quote in these columns, has 
paid a recent visit to Dublin. His im
pressions may be taken as thoroughly 
authentic and we quote them as 
follows: 

I have just concluded a short visit 
to Ireland, spent mainly in Dublin. 
The Irish capital is at the present 
moment the center of one of the most 
momentous struggles in the world's 
history. A mighty Empire is seeking 
to strangle a small nation. Everything 
is on the side of the big battalions 
but justice and God! 

The people work and pray and suf
fer with the serene consciousness that 
their cause must triumph, and the op
pressor uses all the machinery of war 
with the knowledge that such methods 
are foredoomed. 

No instrument of torture yet forged 
by man can kill the soul of a nation, 
and the soul of Ireland flames with 
undiminished strength. There is 
something at once pathetic and sub
lime in the spectacle of this Catholic 
people clinging to their faith and their 
nationality against overwhelming odds 
—against the coldness and hostility of 
their own coreligionists in England. 

Like Russia in the Czar's Days. 
I despair of being able to convey 

to my English Catholics who may read 
these lines any clear picture of the 
English Protestant regime in Ireland. 
It is only comparable to Russia in the 
worst days of Czarism. Here is an 
incident of which I myself was an eye
witness. A stone's throw from my 
hotel a small, obscure shop in a mean 
alley hung up a Sinn Fein flag. A 
few hours later three motor wagons 
containing 150 soldiers, fully armed 
and wearing trench helmets and ac
companied by a mounted machine-gun, 
arrived on the scene. The first knowl
edge I had that something was amiss 
came from the rat-a-tat-tat of a ma
chine-gun volley and the spectacle of 
fainting women and nervous pedes
trians fleeing. When I got to the 
scene of the trouble the raid was at 
its height. All those found on the 
premises were hustled out into the 
patrol wagons. The people cheered 
and sang 'The Soldiers' Song' in defi
ance of this outrage on their liberties. 

The soldiers were mere- boys, as are 
most of the army of occupation. They 
were nervous and afraid, and one ash-
enfaced youth fired his rifle through 
sheer panic. As the wagons drove off 
the rifles of the soldiers were trained 
on the crowd, and an Australian officer 
In mufti who stood beside me said, in 
a woice trembling with indignation: "I 
nfver thought that I, a British oflicer, 
should have British rifles levelled at 
mp. Had this happened in Australia, 
trie crowd would have broken loose 
and attacked their attackers." 

j The Military Raids. 
frhe Dublin people are used to mili

tary outrages. . Raids are a common-
plp.ee, and I have heard enough of 
Dubln Castle despotism to fill this 
paper. Looting is the usual accom
paniment of the raid, and where ef
fects are seized anything of value is 
seldom returned. Women and children 
are not spared, and the whole mon
strous business is equal to the worst 
savagery debited to the Germans in 
Belgium. I am sure that nothing 
would please the authorities more than 
another attempt at revolt, which 
would give them the opportunity of 
exterminating the Irish people. 

The Faith of the People. 
l?ut they have not calculatcd on the 

faith of tlie race. I cannot trust my-
selfc to write of this. In its beauty, its 
simplicity and intensity it is beyond 
anjr normal powers of description. The 
Faith alone is saving Ireland from de
stination. If English Catholics would 
only grasp the fact that everything 
English in Ireland is Protestant and 
hostile to their religion they might 
show more sympathy with the mar
tyred nation. I am being forced to 
thd conclusion that nothing will ever 
pimpe the frigid detachment of English 
(nHiblicism. Even the Irish Protes
tants are not BO unsympathetic. I 
discussed the question with one of the 
wealthiest landowners in Ireland—a 
Unionist and a Protestant—and be 
said, "The stupidity and brutality of 
the military rule is driving the people 
to madness." If the bond of faith is 
nothing to my fellow-Catholics in Eng
land, perhaps their national pride may 
move them to action. I tell them that 
England is fast earning the contempt 
of the civilized world. Anti-English 
feeling is general throughout America; 
it is spreading in France and the other 
l^atin countries, and if this iniquity 
does not end it will spread like a 
prairie fire that will consume the last 
vestiges of England's prestige. 

American Priest Sick 
of Injustice to trin 

Portland, Ore., May 7.—The Rev. J. 
P. O'Flynn, pastor of St. Charles par
ish, Portland, writes from Ireland, 
where he has been visiting his former 
home, that his youngest brother had 
been arrested in hissed at 4 a. m. 
and sent off to jail without charge cr 
trial. Father O'Flynn writes: 

"Things are desperate here. An in
quest is being held these days on the 
body of the lord mayor of Cork, who 
was brutally shot down at midnight 
in his own home in the presence of 
his wife and little children, by a dis
guised band of twenty-two men. The 
victim was elected on the Sinn Fein 
ticket a fsw months ago and was one 
of its important men. It may seem 
incredible to you—but it is easy of 
belief—that his murderers were po
licemen from a nearby barracks; and 
the evidence at the inquest proves 
this almost conclusively. It is no use 

talking of such things here as Amer
ican letters are carefully perused, in 
fact, things American are by no means 
viewed with favor. 

"This household is in rather bad 
humor today. Last night at 4 a. m. 
a body of soldiers and police sur
rounded the house and rearrested my 
youngest brother in bed. No charge, 
no trial, no pretense of either; just 
shipped off to jail, perhaps in Eng
land, for an indefinite period. My 
brother-in-law was arrested on the 
night of the 17th in a similar manner. 
No pretense at justice. 1 am sick 
with the injustice of it all. . . . 

"The offices of the American con
suls are besieged with intending emi
grants and berths have been booked 
months in advance, though the people 
are prosperous and work is plenty and 
wages excellent." 

ENDOWMENT FUND FOR 
ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY 

(By N. C. W. C. News Service.) 
St. Louis, May 2.—A movement to 

raise a centennial endowment fund of 
$3,000,000 for St. Louis University has 
been started by five thousand of the 
University's .twenty thousand gradu
ates, located in every state in the 
Union, working under the direction 
of the Rev. William J. Robinson, 8. J., 
president of the University. 

Large annual deficits encountered 
by the institution have so taxed Its 
treasury that after a century of con
structive service and achievement it 

cannot go forward unless its alumni 
and friends rally to its support. 

St. Louis University brought medi
cine as a professional branch of study 
to the middle west years In advance 
of any other Institution and intro
duced law school on the western 
banks of the Mississippi river. It 
operates a splendid school of dentis
try and was a pioneer in opening a 
school of commerce and finance. One-
half of the endowment sought Is for 
the purpose of obtaining an annual 
Income of $76,000 to increase salaries 
of professors. 

Catholics Depict 
Mexican Outrages 

Mgr. Kelley and M. J. Slattery, Testi
fying Before the Senate Committee 
at Washington, Counter the Asser
tions of John Lind. 

(By N. C. W. C. News Service.) 
Washington, D. C., May 10.—Tes

timony furnished by Catholics who 
know conditions in Mexico now ap
pears in the record of the Senate 
Mexican Investigating Committee to 
counter the assertions of John Lind 
and others that tho Catholic Church 
was in any way or degree responsi
ble for the political and social ills of 
the southern republic. Very Rev. 
Francis C. Kelley, president of tho 
Catholic Extension Society, and M. J. 
Slattery, executive secretary of the 
National Catholic War Council, have 
given the Committee evidence that 
the Church in Mexico haB been ham
pered nnd despoiled and its clergy 
and sisters persecuted by Mcxican 
rulers. 

So much interest has been aroused 
by the Committee's investigations 
that the copies of testimony taken in 
the last several weeks were exhaust
ed almost as rapidly as they were 
printed. 

John Lind, President Wilson's "spe
cial commissioner to Mexico," in 1013 
and 1914, repeated in substance, if 
not in forin, some ol' his previous 
statements about the "failure" of the 
Catholic Church in Mexico when ho 
appeared before tho Senate Commit
tee as a witness a few days ago. 

Francis J. Kearful, counsel for the 
committee, pressed Lind so hard oh 
this point that the latter disclaimed 
having made the statement. Subse
quently, however, Lind admitted ho 
might have said that "the Catholic 
Church with Its hold on the people 
and its power has not devoted more 
effects to education of the masseB of 
the Mexican people." 

"That I may have said, and I say 
that now," Lind explained. 

The extent to which the Catholic 
Church in Mexico had been the object 

of restriction, confiscation and perse
cution since the adoption of the Mex
ican constitution of 1867, was dis
closed in the testimony of Monsignor 
Kelley and Mr. Slattery. Both ofthese 
witnesses had exceptional opportuni
ties to get the facts. The former has 
been In the most intimate touch with 
the situation in Mexico since the over
throw of Diaz. Mr. Slattery lived in 
Mexico for many years and is familiar 
with the history, laws and customs of 
the so-called Republic. 

Monsignor Kelley's Testimony. 

In the course of Corranza's career as 
a rebel againBt lluerta, and subse
quently, Monsignor Kelley testified, 
schools, hospitals, convents and 
churcheB were looted by the revolu
tionists. Robbery was not the only 
outrage to which the clergy and the 
sisters were subjected, Father Kelley 
declared. Conditions became BO bad,, 
lie said, that a general exodus of Cath
olic orders from Mexico was necessary. 
Nuns were mistreated, priests and 
brothers were abused, and many of 
them wero forced to leave Mexico pen
niless and become dependent on the 
charity of American Catholics. 

Carran/.a's soldiers as well as the 
numerous bandits which infest certain 
sections of Mexico took part in the 
spoliation and desecration of Catholic 
churches, Monsignor Kelley testified. 

To the counsel's question what he re
garded as the cause of the evil condi
tions in Mexico, Monsignor Kelley re
plied that "denial to the people of re
ligious liberty and freedom ef con
science" was one of the chief factors 
in Mexico's present and past disorgan
ization. The Mcxican constitution of 
1857, he showod, had begun the attack 
on roligion and startod the poHcy of  

plunder which had deprived the 
Church of her properties, including 
schools, hospitals and orphanages. 

ThiB hostility was attributable to the 
"Influence of atheistic ideas propagated 
by the French revolution, which has 
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Disabled Soldiers New 
Building at University 

(I!v N. C.  W. C.  News Service.) 
Washington, IJ. C„ May J 2.—Witli 

the completion of the three-story build
ing erected on the grounds of tho 
Catholic University by the National 
Catholic War Council, at a cost of 
more than $120,000, the Kchabilif.aUon 

School conducted by the Council in 

co-operation with tho Federal Hoard 

for Vocational Training is now able 

to provide accommodations for 1 

disabled soldiers. The new building 

will house 70 of these. The remainder 

will be quartered in St. Thomas Hall, 

a dormitory of the University, which 

the school has occupied since its es

tablishment last May. 

Already 250 men have passed 
through the Rehabilitation school, and 
the present enrollment is 120. Many 
of those who have received training 
at the institution have entered busi
ness schools in the states of Mary
land, Virginia and West Virginia, 
which comprise the Fourth Vocational 
District. Others have been placed in 
training in garages, machine shops 
and factories where, in addition to 
earning wages, they continue to re
ceive instruction. 

Remarkable results have been 
achieved in the training of the men 
who have thus far taken the courses 
at the school. Many of them are with
out even the rudiments of education, 
and not a few are foreigners who 
were unable to speak English. Before 
these men could be successfully de
veloped as mechanics and artisans 
they had to be taught reading, writ
ing and arithmetic. 

One student, well beyond 30 years 
of age and unable to read or write 
has shown exceptional progress. He 
Is now quite proficient in the "three 
R's" and has become a first-class me

chanical draftsman. Miners, loco
motive firemen, laborers and mechan
ics who because of their disabilities 
can not return to thoir former occupa
tions, are being trained in bookkeep

ing, clerical work, auto-mechanics, elec

tricity and the like. Six men, wbOBu 

legs were amputated as the result of 

wounds received In tho war, arc 

among the students in this rehabilita

tion school. 

The new building is a model for the 

purpose. It is situated in an attrac

tive spot and is equipped with all con

veniences for tho men's comfort and 

recreation. The mechanical labora

tories, machinc shops and other facili

ties of the University itself arc at the 

men's disposal. Their teacbers are 

professors of the University. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties that 
have been encountered by those in 
charge of the vocational work which 
the Government has undertaken for 
disabled soldiers, the rehabilitation 
school established by the National 
Catholic War Council has achieved 
what is regarded as exceptional suc
cess. The problem of training full 
grown men who had little or no educa-
tion_jvas new and difficult. 

Rev. Father John O'Grady, secretary 
of the Reconstruction Committee of 
the War Council, has impressed on a 
Congressional Committee the obsta
cles which had to be surmounted by 
those in charge of the work of rehabil
itation, which he explained, could not 
be guided by any experience of prece
dents. He suggested a larger degree 
of autonomy for the district hoards 
for the vocational training of disabled 
men, and recommended that the Amer
ican Legion be represented on the 
boards. 


