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!arehi» deeds 
There is a fair prospect that the 

mystery surrounding the Arthurian 
legend will be cleared up within a few 
years. Dtf H. Oskar Somner, who, 
fifteen years ago, reprinted Malory's 
"Morte d'Arthur" from the original 
edition by Caxton, and accompanied it 
with a most thorough examination of 
the author's sources, has been sent 
out by the Carnegie Institute at Wash
ington to continue, and, if possible, to 
complete his researches. The institute 
has devoted $20,000 to this work, 
which is expected to occupy Doctor 
Somner three years in English and 
Continental libraries. 

The influence the Arthurian ro
mances have had on English and Eu
ropean literature generally is not 
easily measured, for it is enormous; 
but notwithstanding its controlling 
power, exerted now for more than 
four centuries, there is no agreement 

It is regarded as significant that 
there is a gap of nearly a generation 
in the Saxon record of victory on the; 
British mainland, coinciding very 
nearly with what came to be known 
afterward as "the Peace of Mount 
Badon." Badon is the modern Bath, 
and there it was that Arthur, accord
ing to the disputed chronicles, finally 
conquered the Saxons, who held sway 
in the eastern side of.Britain. 

Gildas mentions the battle'of Mount 
Badon, which is believed to have been 
fought about the year 516. The old 
Welsh chronicler remarks that he was 
born the same year, and says that he 
is writing his history forty-four years 
later. The Irish annals record the 
death of Gildas as an exile.in 570. 

Scholars generally have viewed Ihe 
history of Nannius with suspicion. Not 
a few of them have declared the work 
to be a forgery, but none as yet, ap-
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Trbf/rs of Cr/as tort bury Abbey, where Arthur is. rejovfeti. 
to have been 6ur/ecf -

Rpon the question whether Arthur was 
a historic personage or only the cre
ation of an early chronicler. Doctor 
Somner, who is acknowledged the fore
most living authority on. the subject, 
does^ot~coinmit'vMmself-ein-Ms';almoat'-
exhaustive study, published in 1891. 
He only halts a moment to remarks 
"Whether real or mythological, the 
imposing personage of .King Arthur 
has become immortal; he lives on in 
song and tradition, and many a place-
name throughout Britain testifies to 
his renown." 

Milton, Temple and Littleton, not to 
mention some lesser students of 
Anglo-Saxon literature, were of opin
ion that the valiant hero, his round 
table and his doughty knights belong 
to mythology. This opinion was based 
upon the fact that neither Gildas nor 
Bede, two of the earliest English 
chroniclers, mentions Arthur. On the 
other hand, Hume, who may not satis
fy every student as an authority, was 
willing to accept the assertion in Cax-
ton's preface to his edition of Sir 
Thomas Malory's "Morte d'Arthur," 
that Arthur was a real British King. 

Malory's work is known to have 
been completed "in the ninth year of 
the reign of King Edward IV," or 1469-
70. Caxton printed the book in 1485, 
some years after he had set up his 
press in Westminster, and consequent
ly must have been more or less famil
iar with the knight's sources. Even 
the most gullible to-day would not ac
cept the "Morte d'Arthur" as a truth
ful narrative, but the fact that Arthur 
is surrounded by such extravagant ro
mance and made the hero of a mani
fest fiction does not • invalidate a 
theory of his reality. 

The apparent starting point of the 
Arthurian legend is to be found in the 
"History of the Britons;" written in 
the twelfth century by Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, who died soon after his 
consecration as Bishop of St. Asaph. 
Geoffrey is said to have founded his 
remarkable chronicle upon the history 
written by Nennius, but it must first 
be proved that the Nennius manu
scripts are veracious before Arthurian 
students will accept Arthur as a rea^ 
being. 

Nennius, of whom "Historia Brito-
num" twenty-nine manuscripts are re
ported to exist, refers to Arthur in 
this way: 

"Then it was that the magnani
mous Arthur, with all the kings and 
military force of Britain, fought 
against the Saxons. * * The first 
battle in. which he was engaged was 
at the mouth of the river Gleiri; the 
second, third, fourth and fifth were on 
another river, by the Britons called 
Duglas, in the region L-inuis. The 
sixth on the river Bassas.*The seventh 
in the wood Celidonk The eighth near 
Guinuion Castle, where Arthur bore 
the image of the Holy Virgin Mother 
of God upon his shoulders, put the 
Saxons to flight, and pursued them 
the whole day, with great slaughter. 
The ninth was at the City of the 
Legion, which they call Cair Lion. The 
tenth was on the banks of the river 
Trat Treuroit. The Eleventh was on 
the mountain Breguoin,- which we call 
Cat .Bregion. The twelfth was a most 
severe contest, when Arthur pene
trated to the hill of Badon." 

parently, has advanced a motive for 
the alleged fraud. Were any of the 
twenty-nine manuscripts reported to 
exist of evident recent date the motive 
would be 3pparent.»:fo&diirlii|r .the.last., 
ceirtttry^i^is^eilev^^tlfelre^ere'-fahri^ 
cated an immense number of forgeries 
of medieval manuscripts. That the 
Nennius manuscripts in the keeping of 
various European libraries are all of 
very great age is a statement that 
never has been controverted. Yet there 
are scores of students of medieval 
literature who insist that Nennius is a 
myth, and his history a sadly jumbled 
and illformed fiction. 

A great deal of Nennius is, indeed, 
the baldest fiction, as where he de
scribes the earliest inhabitants of 
Britain as having been Trojans. Equal
ly fabulous accounts are given of the 
origin of the Picts, Scots and Irish. If 
Nennius be discredited, however, there 
will remain a gap of two centuries in 
British history. This hiatus is filled 
only by the chronicle of Nennius, and 
it is to this time that Arthur belongs. 

Although the volumes bearing on 
the Arthurian legend are legion, the 
subject is so much involved and ex: 
tends into so many ramifications thai 
almost every attempt that has been 
made to clarify the matter has left it 
more confused. From this, however, 
we must except Doctor Somner's mas
terly study. 

There is not now, after years of, in
vestigation, any agreement upon the 
location of Camelot, for instance. The 
"King Arthur Country" is in Cornwall, 
in Somersetshire or in Wales, accord
ing to the literary "camp" to which 
one adheres. Malory said Winchester, 
in Hampshire, was the ancient Came
lot. Caxton put it in Wales, and the 
learped without number assign it to 
Carlisle, in the north of England. The 

standing, and the Tor of Glastonbury* 
in x the "Isle of Avalon," inay be seen 
to this day. Glastonbury Abbey is a 
ruin, for the good people some cen
turies ago tore it down piecemeal to 
build' themselves houses and to p*.fe 
the highway. 

Arthur's body is said to have Iain 
buried near Joseph's Chapel at Glas
tonbury until 1191, when the abbot 
caused excavations to be made. At 
the depth' of six feet the workmen 
came upon a flat stone, inlaid with a 
leaden cross, which bore upon its in
ner surface, next the stone, this in
scription, rudely carved in Latin: 
"Here lies buried, in the island of 
Avalonia, the renowned King Arthur." 
Ten fegt further down Another stone^ 
bearing Arthur's name, was encounter-, 
ed, * and under, this a huge coffin " of 
hollowed oak/ The coffin was found 
to have two divisions, one containing; 
the bohes of a man of gigantic statue, 
and in the other were-found the bones 
of Queen Guinevere. These remains 
are said to have been removed to the 
middle of the presbytery. When Ed
ward I. visited the abbey, in 1276, the 
tomb was opened and the relics placed 
in front of the high altar for the 
adoration of the people. As recently] 
as the fifteenth century the tomb was 
seen by Leland. 

The " sources of Malory's "Morte 
d'Arthur" are quite another matter 
from the Question of Arthur's reality. 
Before Malory there were in "existence 
numerous metrical romances con
nected'with Arthur. Many of ^these 
were in French, but it, has beeri >sjio^rn 
beyond dispute by Doctor Somner ttiat 
although Malory refers occasionally to 
"the frensshe book," in two instances; 
at least the French book was an Eng;-
lish one. It has been contended that 
the Britain mentioned in the old 
chronicles was really Brittany, now 
part of France, and that therefore the 
story of Arthur is a French legend. 

The first1 English- prose version of 

ig^werely^a ̂ con^pHtt+iw-of^various ̂ e-*- <• -Qevo 
gendary tales which/ have little con-
'nection. Doctor Somner has taken the: 

twenty-two books of Malory's romance 
and has traced to their source all but 
a very small part. Some chapters in 
the Launcelot episodes remain to be 
accounted for in the sixth, twelfth arid 
nineteenth books. The whole of book 
seven is obscure. It relates to the 
adventures of Gareth, a brother of Sir 
Gawayn, how he came disguised to 
Arthur's court, and was nicknamed 
Sir Kay "Beaumayns." 

"The whole book," says Doctor Som-
ners, "has the character of a folk-tale, 
and differs greatly from the general 
run of Arthurian adventures. I am 
inclined to doubt its originally belong
ing to the Arthurian cycle, to which 
it may have been adapted by Malory 
or by some unknown writer before 
him from some now lost French poem. 
This conjecture is strengthened by the 
fact that in none of the versions which 
I have read and which are repre
sented in Malory's work is any, even 
the slightest, reference made to 
Gareth's exploits on his way to the 
castle of Lady Lyonesse, or two this 
lady, her sister Lynet, her brother 
Grygamor by the five brothers whom 
Gareth overcame and sent to Arthur's 
court." 

According to Doctor Somner the 
genealogy of Malory's work is as fol
lows: Beginning with Nennius' "Eu-
logium Brittaniae sive Historia Brito-
num" and Geoffrey's "Historia Brito-
num," the most important links are 
Wace's Brut, Laymaon's Brut, Lang-
toft's and Robert of Gloucester's 
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ATHENS AND THE ACROPOLIS  
Athens, "the ipo^er of arts and eloquence," stands 

to-day for all' that |jras most glorious in ancient civili
zation. "The gsan&eur that was Rome" lay in war-
like achievements^ and the erection of enormous 
works in masonry ̂ but "th'e glory that was Greece" 
was in the lasting influence of great and unparalleled 
artistic achievement. , Her architecture has stood the 
test of twenty-fiye fpnturies, and the ages have never 
produced, and^p^o^bly never will produce, a man or 
a school that c^ 

No other one' a 
permanent and fa! 
ment of mankind! 
ture. V"; 

Its allied art off 
through the centiij 
displaced; and we] 

jiprove on it in principle. 
||evement of man has had such 
Reaching effect in the improve-

the Greek school of architec-

..sculpture has also remained 
jl&adard that could not be 

to the chaste marbles 
oration in jir^_.&s.. 

Examples of that peerless art are found in the 
museums of many lands, and, thanks to the gentle 
touch of time, there still remains in Athens the 
noblest of all examples of Greek . architecture, the 
Parthenon, or temple of the virgin goddess Athens. 

Its grand and inspiring form, resisting the ele
ments as if it were as enduring as the hills them
selves, stands forth conspicuously on the rocky 
mount of the Acropolis (or Upper City), around the 
base of which Athens is built. 

Standing at a distance, and looking across the 
uneven ground of modern excavations, flanked by 
crumbling ruins, toward the Acropolis, the traveler 
feels that here he views a prospect sacred to all 
mankind. 

Here, when all northern Europe was yet immersed 
in barbarism, and Rome was but emerging from 
pagan darkness into the light of comparative edu
cation, was the seat of western learning. The near 
nations of Asia had a civilization of their own, but 
one that could never serve to lift Europe from her 
low condition; while the life and arts of the far east 
were scarce known. Greece alone of the. western 
nations shone radiant for her high achievements in 
the arts, and of Greece the Acropolis of Athens was 
the heart, the soul, the sanctuary. 

Of the several splendid temples erected' in the 
Acropolis the Parthenon is the only one that remains 
to-day—even though a ruin—without having been 
razed or restored. The smaller buildings, like the 
temple of Nike, that now stand near it (on the left 
in the view given here), would have been lost to 
the present age but for the painstaking labors of 
ai cheologis ts w ho dug out^their stones irom»eacum-
benng earth and erected ther^ again in whole or 
part, on their former sites. 

The Parthenon, which dates from 438 B. C., and is 
described in guide books as "the most perfect monu
ment of ancient art, and even in ruins an imposing 
and soul-stirring object," excelled all the other build
ings of .the Acropolis in the brilliancy of its colored 
and plastic embellishments, the latter executed by 
Phideas. The building is 228 feet long and 101 feet 
wide. It originally had 62 large and 36 smaller col
umns, the hight of the larger columns being 34% 
feet. The material is marble. 

The figure of the goddess which was worshiped in 
the Parthenon was 39 feet high, ivory wa§ used 
for the parts unclo£hed, and solid gold for the dress 
and ornaments. 

SURGEONS OCCASIONALLY HAVE 
TO PRACTICE DECEPTION. 

Lives of Patients Saved by Gratifying 
Their Sometimes Humorous Whims 

—Young Girl's Peculiar Delusion 
Cleverly Cured. 

CALLS FOR 

Reader 

Cornish people identify it with Camel-
ford, and their traditions of Arthur 
with Tintogel are, of course, widely 
known. 

But Somersetshire has the most re
markable traditions, for is not modern 
Bath the ancient Badon? Was it not 
at Glastonbury Abbey, "which had its 
beginning with Joseph of Arimathea," 
that the greatest king of ancient 
Britain was entombed? Until the mid
dle of tio eighteenth century the twoi 
small pyramids between which Arthur 

' is said to have been buried were * " i f i  ̂ c 

Has What He Considers a 
Real Grievance. 

f "What's the use of the spelling re
formers wasting their time trying to 
simplify the spelling of words when 
book writers and their publishers are 
opposing it?" inquire! the orthoghra-
phic fiend. "I won't go into details, 
but within the past week I have read 
two novels written by well known 
writers-—one a Virginia woman and 
the | other a Maine man—a union of 
sections, so to. speak, both issued by 
prominent publishers, and in one I 
find 'jail' spelled 'ga-o-1 and in the 
other 'wagon' spelled with two g's. 

"What is the use of- it? Are the 
writers and publishers suffering with 
Anglomania, for those spellings are 
local English? They certainly are not 
according to the American spelling. 
Neither do they .conform to the spirit 
of spelling reform. What good result 
may be expected by releasing j and 
i from jail and putting g and o in? 
And what good may be secured by 
loading our wagon until it breaks 
down? I'm not a writer or publisher, 
but as a reader I have the right to 
protest against the use of words that 
I know belong to somebody else." 

Dress Allowance of Royalty. •*" 
People sometimes wonder what sum 

is put aside for, dress by the daugh
ters of royal houses. Before her mar
riage, I read^the other> day , the duchess 
of Fife was said to have a small dress 
allowance, and the sum - of $1,500 a 
year was mentioned. Besides yachting 
and every day dresses, and all the 
usual costumes required by a girl of 
the upper class, royal princesses have 
also to wear the costly and elaborate 
dresses which their rank demands at 
the weddings of their near relations. 

On the whole, it may be ^asserted 
that a frugal princess may spend as 
little as $5,000 a year on her dress, 
while her more wealthy and extrava-

chronicles, Huchown's "Morte Ar-
thure," and English translations and 
metrical romances by unknown 
writers belonging to the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries. -

While it is quite true that Doctor 
Somner's interest is centered upon ' gant sister may find her dress bills 
tracing Malory's authority, it is,more -amount to ten time^ that->sum. The 
than probable that he will be ablf to empress of Russia, 'who more than any 
show, as a result of his studies, other European lady is, able to indulge 
whether or not King; Arthur is merely her wildest fancies,; dresses with the 
a figure of romance or.a valiant ruler greatest simplicity—in the daytime 
of Britain and the-conqueror of the mostly in tailor made coats and skirts, 
Saxons.—Philadelphia Ledger. ^ s, in the evening generally in the. purest ^ -v - i- ^ *v ^ w#Avuoi ruiirtueiyuuiu \ L viic vvcuiug ©cue* auj ui yuresi 

Auntie's Limit. 

"Auntie" was showing off her little 
nephew, aged two, to an admirer, who 
was calling upon her for the second 
time. He was a very bright youngster 
and during a pause in his perform
ances specially requested by "untie" 
he suddenly remembered the way she 
had been teasing him before the caller 
arrived and decided to turn the tables 
on her. So he pointed a chubby finger 
at the floor and said, "My rug!" 

Auntie at once caught the spirit of 
the thing/and cried emphatically, ^No, 
my rug!" 

"My dr^ss," said hor little nephew, 
pointing to auntie's rown. 

"No, my dress," replied auntie, de
lighted to have an opportunity to 
show how oute he WES. 

Then the little boy sidled over to 
the caller and pointing at him, cried, 
"My man!" 

Silence, on the part of auntie.—Ex
change. 

Too Early for Gretchen. 

"During my school days," remarked 
a teacher, "the lowest class* was 
known as the ~A B C.' but it is now 
called the '1 A.' ̂  When both boys and 
girls study in the/same class, a mixed 
class, it is described by the symbols 
•1AM.' , . V 

"The other day a German woman 
brought her little dalghter to school. 
The principal filled out the usual card 
admitting the child to 1 AM, and told 
the Brother to send the girl to school 
the next morning. As the girl did not 
appear a messenger tons ;sent to learn 
the reason. The indignant mother 
sent a note which read: 

"You dink I pe crazy und sent 
Gretchen at von o'c'ock in de morn
ing ,de school in? Abefc I guess not, 
nit." . - -

Mrs. Schwab's Care of Husband, 
Mrs. Schwab, wife of the sick mil

lionaire, will not allow her husband to 
be annoyed by business iqen or re
porters, clouds of whom \he'siege the 
New York residence of the steel mag
nate. ,He is willing to,'talk and con
sult, but Mrs. Schwab will only allow 
the briefest interviews and only a few 
of*these. Sheftakes care that* the busi
ness mam gets no better show , than the 

SENATORS FEAST SALMON. 

Magnificent Fish Provided by Senator 
Fulton of Oregon. 

For years the late John H. Mitchell 
of Oregon was in the habit of giving 
his colleagues in the senate a lunch
eon from the largest salmon to be 
had m the northwest. A few days 
ago Senator Fulton of Oregon entered 
into the full togaship of his office he 
he invited the senate down to the res
taurant to partake of the noblest sal
mon that ever graced a plank. It 
weighed fifty pounds and was a mag
nificent sight. The negro cooks 
planked it on a piece of oak six feet 

and cooked it to the king's taste. 
When they had garnished it with 
salad greens and whittled turnips and 
beets it was a picture that made it 
almost sacrilege to plunge a knife in 
it. 

Prince or Sergeant. 
The German papers are telling a 

story of the German crown prince. The 
kaiser s heir had occasion recently to 
speak to a street sweeper near the 
barracks of the riflemen of the guard. 
"Good morning, sergeant," said the 
sweeper, who did not recognize the 
prince. He. said that his son was fight
ing in southwest Africa, but he hoped 
soon to have him back.safe and sound. 
The prince,, smiling, said,. "Why, yes, 
•I hope so, too!" and pressed a five-
mark piece into the old man's hand. 
But the sweeper, looking wistfully at, 
the coin and then at the giver, banded | 'rho little lad 
it back, sayipg, "No, no, sergeant; I > 
doubt you have none too much of that 
yourself!" 'iv •. 

According to a Detroit surgeon, 
there are many sane persons who, be
lieving that they are threatened with 
some dangerous disease, insist on un
dergoing severe operations in order -
that their lives may be saved. 

"We do not really perform these 
operations," he explains in the News-
Tribune, "but I have assisted at many 
imaginary ones to gratify the whim of 
a patient suffering from some form of 
hysteria. 

"We had a young girl here a year 
ago with a most obstinate attack of 
hysteria which took a very curious 
form. She would never lie down in 
her bed, but invariably sat bolt up
right, with her back against the foot-
rail, constantly turning her head from 
side to side, like an automaton. 

"I had watched her do this many 
times, and one day I asked her why 
she continued it, to v/hich she replied -
that there was a string in her head 
which pulled it from side to side, and 
that until it was cut she would have 
no rest. 

This remark gave me an idea, and 
I asked her if she would allow me to 
examine her head. She was perfectly 
willing, and after an inspection last
ing twenty minutes, I gravely an
nounced that she was quite right, and 
that the only cure was a slight opera
tion in order to sever the string. 

"She clapped her hands with delight 
like a child and declared that it was 
what she had told several doctors, 
but that they had all laughed at her. 
Would I perform the operation at 
once? I thought it better, however, 
to defer doing so until the morning, 
after I had consulted the visiting sur
geons. 

"Having explained the circum
stances, the imaginary operation was 
agreed upon, and the following morn
ing the young woman was led into the ' 
surgery; placed upon the operating'" 
table and anaesthetics were adminis
tered. Part of her luxuriant brown 
hair was cut off and a portion of the 
back of the head two inches above 
the nape of the neck was shaved 
smooth. 

"Then, in order that there should 
be something to show for the imagin
ary operation, the scalp was lanced 
until the blood ran, leaving a cut 
about two and a half inches in length. 
This v/as bound but not strapped and 
the patient v/as conveyed back to her 
bed, where she remained for forty 
minutes before returning to conscious
ness. 

"Meantime I had taken a piece of an 
ordinary E Violin string abotit four 
inches long and soaked it in water 
until it resembled a raw sinew, the 
object of this, of course, \jeing. to show? 

the patient the actual string taken out 
of her head. When she returned to 
consciousness she was told how en
tirely successful the operation had 
been and shown the string which had 
been the cause of all her trouble, after 
which she fell into a natural sleep 
and awoke perfectly restored. From 
that day to this she has been entirely 
cured of Iter hallucination." 

Auto Favorite Over Piano. 
"There are not as many pianos 

sold now as there used to bo," said 
a piano salesman. "The money that 
used to go into pianos now goes into 
automobiles. I think I shall aban
don the former for the latter busi
ness. 

"People with mon.ey in the past— 
people with an income of ?4,000 or 
$5,000 a year—invariably put $600 or 
$700 in a piano. They had to have 
one. The young lady daughter with
out a piano was out of it, simply out 
of it, like an actress without dia
monds. ' . * 

"But today the ycung lady daugh
ter gladly foregoes a piano if she can 
have an automobile in its stead. She 
clamors for an automobile as in the 
older days sbe clamored for a piano. 
The automobile, not the piano, is i» 
1906 the badge of the well to da" 

Coasting Thoughts. 

Exasperated. 
"I never heard Mr. Woofer so bitter 

about women's spring styles as he was 
to-night," says one of the callers when 
they had left. 

^He was very severe, wasn't he?" 
"Yes. He^ talked of nothing else 

all evening "but the absurdity of wom
an's blind following the dictates of 
fashion; and all that sort of thing " 

"Well, Mrs. Woofer whispered to 
me to pay, no attention to him It -- ... 
seems that his new «„«• '. I Of triumph naught can dim, accmt* mat ms new suit arrived this And dowtf or up > . -
afternoon and the tailor had not mad* mean a cup 
the coat as long by hall L inch as °' ^ ^ 
he wanted 'it, and he says he vili be 
ashamed to wear it on tbe street, and 
Is consequently put of humor:"-

sad* , 
Willi joy he£ quite athrill 

From ears* to toes 
Whon swift lie goes 

A-sliding clown the hill. 
But many times 

His weary groans outpop 
, As back lie slowly climbs 

. Unto the top. 

The "man-of biz v 
Supremely", is . / 

O'crjoyed when. with, a will. . 
He sings a song 
And plods along 

Up fortune's rugged hill. 
But hear his deep 

And weird soul-splitting cries 
•When swiftly down the steep ' 

He backward flies. 
. f t 

Thus, up or down; c 
May mean a crown 

,-These ̂ viewpoints igrand 1 r 
M:! Somehow this feeling voice:— 
r;"You ' " 'TV^'-'fou PfV3 your' money and 

; You takes your choice." 
fi K. MunbittricJf., in^ Ne^ York 
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