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BIDLICIL COIIUISSlu n 
Answers Scriptural Questions Re

garding the Authorship, Date of 
Composition, Historical Truth and 
Mutual Relations of the First Three 
Gospels. 

The latest issue of the Acta Aposto-
licae Sedis, among many other im
portant documents, contains a number 
of answers by the Biblical Commis
sion to many interesting scriptural 
questions on the Synoptic Gospels. 
The previous pronouncement of the 
Commission, says the London "Tab
let," dealt with the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, to which it assigned the 
priority of composition universally 
attributed to it by tradition, but com
bated or called in question by mod
ern criticism. Matthew wrote the 
first Gospel in his native language; 
it was afterwards translated "into 
Greek, and the Greek version may 
be posterior to the' Gospels of Mark 
and Luke, but it is substantially 
identical with the original text. The 
first of the present decisions proclaims 
that Mark, disciple and interpreter 
of Peter, and Luke, a doctor, help
er and companion of Paul, are really the 
authors of the Gospels attributed to 
them, for this conclusion is forced 
upon us by earliest tradition, by the 
testimony of the Fathers, by the 
quotations occurring in their works, 
by the evidence of the early heretics, 
by the versions of the New Testa
ment, by the most ancient codices, 
and by internal evidence. 

Turning next to the twelve con
cluding versicles of Mark (Mark xvi, 
9-20), the authenticity of which has 
been so widely questioned by critics, 
the Commission declares that the ar
guments advanced against this pass
age are not of a nature to justify 
their rejection as non-inspired and 
non-canonical, and do not even prove 
that Mark is not the author of them. 
Again, it is not lawful to doubt the 
inspiration and canonicity of Luke's 
accounts Of the infancy of Christ 
(Luke i-ii), and of the apparition of 
the angel comforting Him, or of the 
sweat of blood (xxii, 43-44), nor can 
it be shown by solid arguments that 
these passages do not belong to the 
genuine Gospel of Luke. The fourth 
question refers to the Magnificat; 
some very rare documents put the 
Canticle into the mouth of St. Eliza
beth. The Commission decides that 
such isolated testimonies cannot pre
vail against the overwhelming evi
dence of nearly all the codices, which 
attribute the Canticle to our Lady, 
all the more as the context, the mind 
of the Virgin, and the constant tra
dition of the Church require the lat
ter interpretation. Next the Commis
sion declares that it is not lawful to 
abandon the most ancient and the 
traditional view that the chronologi
cal order of the Synoptic Gospels is 
Matthew first, Mark second, and Luke 
third, adding that this traditional 
order is not violated by the opinion 
of those who hold that the Greek ver
sion of Matthew's Gospel may have 
been made after the composition of 
Mark and Luke. The sixth answer 
declares that it is not lawful to set 
the date of the composition of the 
Gospels of Luke and Mark as late as 
the destruction of Jerusalem, or even 
to assert that the Gospel of Luke 
was written after the beginning of 
the siege of Jerusalem. In answer to 
the seventh question the Commission 
pronounces that Luke's Gospel pre
ceded the Acts of the Apostles, and 
was therefore composed not subse
quently to the Roman captivity of 
St. Paul. The eighth answer affirms 
that, in view of tradition and the in
ternal evidence, it cannot be prudent
ly doubted that in composing their 
Gospels, Mark wrote according to 
the preaching of Peter, and Luke ac
cording to the preaching of Paul, and 
that both evangelists had at their dis
posal other trustworthy sources, both 
oral and written. 

FEDEHfflll_COIIIEIITIOH 
The Eleventh Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Catholic 
Societies Will Meet at Louisville, 
Ky., August 18-21—Louisville's Cath
olic History. 

The American Federation tit Cath
olic Societies will hold its eleventh an
nual convention at Louisville, Ky., 
from August 18th to 21st, inclusive. 
The convention will open with Solemn 
Pontifical Mass, celebrated in the 
Cathedral of the Assumption by His 
Excellency the Most Reverend John 
Bonzano, Papal Delegate. The sermon 
will be preached by the Right Rever
end James McFaul, Bishop of Trenton, 
N. J. In the afternoon there will be a 
grand parade of the delegates and 

local societies. In the evening a mass 
meeting in the Armory will be pre
sided over by Bishop O'Donaghue, of 
Louisville, and addresses will be de
livered by Governor McCreary, of 
Kentucky; Mayor Head, of Louisville; 
National President Edward Feeney, 
of Brooklyn; His Excellency the Apos
tolic Delegate; the Most Reverend 
Archbishop Messmer, of Milwaukee, 
and others. 

The business sessions of the con
vention will take place on the follow
ing days and another mass meeting 
will be held on the evening of August 
20. The next evening a grand 
banquet will be given for the mem
bers of the Hierarchy, clergy, dele
gates and visitors, at which a num
ber of addresses will be delivered. 

Louisville's Catholic History. 

An interesting feature of the con
vention will be the distribution of the 
Souvenir Book of the convention. 
This book was prepared by Mr. Ed
ward Fitzpatrick, a local Catholic 
writer. It contains a history of the 
Diocese of Louisville, .the oldest, and 
of Indianapolis, the second oldest, in 
the West, the first founded in 1808, 
and the last-named in 1834. Out of the 
first Diocese of Louisville (Bards-
town), 19 new Dioceses, with • more 
than 3,600,000 Catholics have been 
formed, an increase of 3,400,000 in 104 
years. The story of this, with an ac
count of its early missioners, is at 
once inspiring and interesting, and is 
presented in an attractive way. The 
civil as well as the religious history 
of the city of Louisville, which now 
has 60,000 Catholic people, is given 
in the Souvenir, the civil history start
ing with this statement: 

"Louisville ought to be a Catholic 
city. It was named for Louis XVI., 
King of France, victim of the French 
Revolution, executed January 21, 1793. 
In gratitude for the King's aid in the 
cause of the American Revolution, the 
town was named in his honor. The 
first postmaster, Michael La Cassagne, 
appointed August 27, 1794, was a 
Frenchman and Catholic, and at his 
house, located at about what is now 
the northeast corner of Main and 
Fifth Streets, tradition has it Father 
(afterward Bishop) Flaget, offered up 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass on his 
first visit to the town en route to Vin-
cennes, about October, 1792." 

Of the religious history the writer 
of the Souvenir sketches says: 

"The story of Catholicity in Ken
tucky—beginning 137 years ago, when 
the first settlers arrived from Mary
land, forms a lustrous page in the his
tory of Catholicity in the West. None 
the less interesting and luminous is 
the history of the Diocese of Indian
apolis, beginning with the establish
ment of the Post at Vincennes, in 
1702—210 years ago." 

There are forty Catholic churches in 
Louisville, and twenty-five chapels 
and a brief history of the organiza
tion of each is given, beginning with 
the first church, built by Father Badin 
in 1810. 

ENGLISH CATHOLIC CONGRESS 
Opens at Norwich This Week—Un

der Presidency of Cardinal Bourne 
—Religious, Scientific and Social 
Problems Will Be Discussed. 

The third English Catholic Con
gress will open in the ancient city of 
Norwich on Friday, August 2, and will 
be continued on the following Satur
day, Sunday and Monday. 

According to the English ex
changes arrangements for the great 
event are already well advanced. An 
executive committe, under the chair
manship of the Duke of Norfolk, has 
drawn up a comprehensive program 
of the Congress, and energetic sub
committees have charge of the de
tailed arrangements. Nothing that 
could qssist to make the great annual 
Catholic gathering a success has been 
left undone by the organizers, who 
look with confidence to the general 
Catholic body to extend to the Con
gress the same generous measure of 
support as was given to its predeces
sors. 

His Eminence the Cardinal Arch
bishop of Westminster will preside 
over the Congress, and will be sup
ported by the Archbishops of Birm
ingham and Liverpool and the Bishops 
of England and Wales. The leaders 
of Catholic thought and the foremost 
workers in the many spheres of 
Catholic activity will be present at 
the Congress, and will contribute 
papers on the subjects of which they 
have made special study. 

All the principal Catholic societies 
and associations in the country will 
be represented and will hold separate 
meetings, besides taking part in the 
general Congress proceedings. At 
these sectional meetings papers on 
religious, scientific and social ques
tions will be read, and discussion will 
take place. ' 

SUPERINTENDENT OF 
irai. 

The Rev. E. V. O'Hara, of Portland, 

* Ore., Appointed Superintendent 

of Catholic Schools—A Native 

of Minnesota. 

The Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, assist
ant pastor of the Pro-Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Portland, Ore., 
has been appointed superintendent of 
the Catholic schools in the Archdio
cese of Portland. For the past six 
years Father O'Hara has been Presi
dent of the Catholic Educational Asso
ciation of Oregon, and has taken a 
special interest in the work of the 
Catholic schools. His appointment was 
made by the Most Reverend Arch
bishop Christie during the annual In
stitute of the Catholic Teachers of 
the Archdiocese held at St. Mary's 
Academy. 

Father O'Hara is a native of Lanes-
boro, Minn., and was educated at the 
College of St. Thomas and the St. 
Paul Seminary. 

ROYAL SOCIETHF ENGLAND 
Two Hundred and Fifty Years Old— 

Has Many Catholic Names on Its 

List. 

The Royal Society of England keeps 
its two hundred and fiftieth anniver
sary this month, and foreign scientific 
men are to honor the occasion m num
ber never before seen in that country. 
As a reminder of the "royal" on the 
society's label. Windsor Castle is to 
provide a meeting place, with the King 
and Queen themselves as hosts. 

And this reminds us that in its be-" 
ginnings the Royal Society met under 
the roof of a Duke of Norfolk at Arun
del House. That Duke, moreover, 
made over to the society his own 
library, containing, says Evelyn, gifts 
of books from "Popes, princes and 
greater persons." As to Catholic Fel
lows who have been inscribed on its 
rolls, an interesting list might be com
piled. We may discover them even 
at a time when, by all the laws of the 
land, Catholics were forbidden to seek 
learning for themselves or for their 
children alike at home or beyond tae 
seas. The Benedictine Bishop Walm-
esley, born under the full weight of 
the penal code, lived to be consulted 
by Ministers bent upon the reform 
of the calendar, and to be honored by 
the Royal Society as a mathematician 
of European fame. A contemporary 
eighteenth century layman, Sir Henry 
Englefield, who had to get his learn
ing overseas, became a Fellow at the 
age of twenty-eight. A scholar, scien
tist and antiquary of varied attain
ments, this Sir Henry had, moreover, 
actually been elected president of the 
Society of Antiquaries, when his re
ligion was brought up against him and 
he had to resign. 

Coming down to Victorians, the 
names of Mivart, of Sir Robert Kane, 
and of the late Marquis of Ripon make 
more recent memories; while it is 
satisfactory to note on its rolls at the 
present moment such men as Sir Ber
tram Windle, Dr. Morgan Crofton, 
Mr. R. E. Froude and Professor G. A. 
Boulenger. 

OF 
National Convention Meets at Colo

rado Springs Next Week— 

- Interesting Program. 

The National Convention of the 
Knights of Columbus will hold its ses
sions at Colorado Springs, Colo., from 
the 6th to the 8th of August inclusive. 
It will be attended by the national 
officers and delegates from all parts of 
the United States and its Island Pos
sessions. as well as from Canada and 
Mexico. 

On the morning of August 6 the 
delegates will meet at the Antler's 
Hotel, the local headquarters, and go 
in procession to St. Mary's Church, 
where Solemn Pontifical Mass will be 
celebrated by the Right Reverend P. 
A. McGovern, D. D., Bishop of Chey
enne, Wyo., and the sermon will be 
preached by the Most Reverend John 
J. Glennon, D. D., Archbishop of St. 
Louis. During the sessions of the 
convention, which will be attended by 
the official delegates, the visiting mem
bers of the Order will be entertained 
by the members of the local Council, 
who have planned excursions to the 
various points of interest in and 
around Colorado Springs. 

DHL IT WINDSOR CIS11E 
Has Mahy Interesting Relics of Cath-

, olic Days. 

Interesting discoveries have been 
made at the old Chapter Library "at 
St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle 
1n England. . Over the whole length 
Of the roof of the western walk of 
the Dean's Cloisters, was situated in 
its Catholic days the ancient library 
of the Dean and Canons of the Chapel. 
A still earlier and smaller library had 
existed over the southern walk of the 
cloisters. Eventually in 1662, after the 
so-called Reformation, the library was 
transferred to its present quarters, 
overlooking Thames street. Of the 
space occupied by the old library the 
larger portion at the southern end is 
now the chapter room, and the smaller 
portion north is the office of the 
Chapter Clerks 

Distinctly Catholic. 

So far as was know there was but 
little trace of the work of the original 
architect. On the recent appointment 
of a new Chapter Clerk, the old office 
was taken in hand for the adaptation 
to his use. On removal from the ceil
ing of the whitewash and several coats 
of paint, it was found to consist or 
panels of very fine work, with bosses 
of delicate and elaborate carving. 
These were all carefully taken down 
and cleaned, photographed, and event
ually replaced. 

The whole design of the ceiling is 
most interesting, and distinctly Cath
olic. It is evidently the only portion 
remaining of that which originally 
canopied the whole of the old chapter 
library from end to end. The center 
boss represents a chalice between the 
initials "T. B.," reposing on an altar 
siab of which the five crosses are still 
visible. The consecrated host that 
had been above the chalice has, how
ever, been chiselled off. It seems prob
able that the initals are those of 
[fhomas Bowde, who was canon and 
treasurer of St. George's from 1490 to 
1493. 

Books of the Chapter* 

In the books of the chapter for 1483 
(the year in which the building was 
commenced), are to be found entries 
relating to the wood procured for its 
construction. Though begun towards 
the close of Edward IV.'s reign, it ap
parently was not completed till Henry 
VII was on the throne. 

Among the other bosses are a 
crowned head, perhaps meant for that 
of Our Lord; the head of an elderly 
man wearing a hat, possibly intended 
to represent the worthy treasurer him
self; a rabbit nibbling peascod (the 
latter the badge of Richard II); a 
bunch of grapes, another of nuts, an
other of Tudor roses, and, most re
markable of all from an heraldic point 
of view, a shield with a pierced heart 
in center, the shield being surrounded 
with a crown of thorns (instead of the 
garter), and behind all the full sun 
"Glory" of King Edward IV. 

THE HOLTL GRAIL 
Priceless Relic in Church of St. 

Lawrence at Genoa. 

An interesting account appears in a 
Paris paper of the Holy Grail, which 
is preserved in the Church- of St. 
Lawrence at Genoa. 

It is a large green cup, presumably 
hexagonal, which, according to popu
lar belief, was used at the Last Sup
per, and was requisitioned at the 
Crucifixion. But it seems to have a 
history far anterior to that great 
event, and it is claimed for it that it 
was a present from the Queen of She-
ba to King Solomon. At all events, it 
seems to have been in Genoa since 
1101, when it was given by a knight 
who brought it from the Holy Land 
when he returned from the First 
Crusade. It formed {te.rt of the booty 
which fell into the hands of the Cru
saders at the siege of Caesarea. For 
a long time up to 1476 it was not al
lowed to be touched, not even to 
adorn it with the precious gifts 
which the faithful were desirous of 
offering. 

The Sacred Cup itself was at one 
time believed to have been cut from 
an enormous emerald. For a long 
time the vessel was kept in a steel 
box, and was taken out only once a 
year. Then it was lifted by silken 
cords and placed by the Archbishop 
on the High Altar for veneration. 

After the fifteenth century, accord
ing to the chronicles of the day, many 
letes were held in honor of the vessel, 
which attracted thousands of pil
grims, not only from Italy, but from 
other countries. Besides its great 
irchaelogical interest, the Grail has 
inspired songs from Chrestien de 
Troyes to Richard Wagner. 

t ...... . . 

PAPAUEIITE 
Cardinal Van Rossum Will Travel in 

State to Eucharistic. Congress at 
Vienna. 

The Emperor of Austria has now 
placed an imperial special train at the 
disposition of Cardinal Van Rossum 
and his suite. The train will go to 
Rome for the Cardinal Legate and will 
have the same privileges as if the Em
peror himself were traveling by it. 
The Holy Father has appointed Mon 
signor Sinibaldi, Prothono'tary Apos
tolic, Canon of the Vatican and Rector 
of the Portuguese College, Rome, to 
accompany the Cardinal, this being 
considered a special honor to the Port
uguese clergy, who were passing 
through such trying times. There 
are also with the Cardinal 
Baron Schonberg, Don Luigi del 
Princepi Lancellotti, and Monsignor 
John Borkovic, Rector of St. Jerome 
degli Schiavoni. When the Cardinal 
Legate and his suite return down the 
Danube they are to have an imperial 
steam yacht for their trip, and the 
inhabitants will line both banks of the 
river to receive the legate's blessing. 

MIX PWU JCHOLWMIP 
Father Allard, of Dallas, Texas, has 

Been Awarded the First 
Scholarship. 

The first scholarship of the Max 
Fam Endowment at the Catholic Uni 
versity, Washington, has been as
signed by the donor and the Very Rev. 
F. C. Kelley, President of the Catholic 
Church Extension Society, to the Dio
cese of Dallas, Texas. This scholar
ship has been awarded by the Right 
Reverend Joseph P. Lynch, Bishop of 
Dallas, to his secretary, Rev. J. R. 
Allard, formerly Chaplain of St. Jo
seph's Infirmary, Fort Worth. Father 
Allard will enter the Catholic Univer
sity at the opening of the fall term 
and will pursue his studies in accord 
ance with the requirements of the 
bequest made by Mr. Pam, of Chicago, 
to the University. This is the first of 
five scholarships provided for in the 
bequest, each of which is tenable for 
three years. The holder must take up 
the study of social problems. 

CATHOLIC PRESS_ ASSOCIATION 
Will Hold Second Annual Convention 

at Louisville, Ky., in August. 

The Catholic Press Association of 
the United States will hold its second 
annual convention in Louisville, Ky., 
during the two days preceding the 
opening of the Federation Convention, 
which begins on August the eighteenth. 
It is expected that at least fifty editors 
will be in attendance. The Louisville 
Knights of Columbus offered them the 
use of their home for their meetings, 
but they preferred to meet at the Hotel 
Seelbach. The official program for 
the convention has not yet been an 
nounced. 

The officers of the Catholic Press 
Association are: Honorary President, 
Right Reverend J. J. Hartley, D. D., 
Bishop of Columbus, Ohio; President, 
Edward J. Cooney, Providence, R. I.; 
Vice President, W. A. King, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Secretary, Claude Becker, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Treasurer, Charles J. 
Jaegle, Pittsburg, Pa. 

MUNlCIPftLFESTIVAL 
In Honor of Jeanne d'Arc Set Apart by 

Paris City Council. 

The newly-elected City Council of 
Paris, France, has given the country 
a taste of its quality at its first sit
ting. In spite of the opposition of the 
secret lodges to the institution of a 
national festival in honor of Blessed 
Jeanne d'Arc—an opposition which 
has hitherto prevented the Chamber 
from ratifying an old vote of the Sen
ate of 1894 in favor of such a day be
ing set apart—the Council has de
clared that Paris at least shall keep 
such an annual festival on May 8, the 
anniversary of the relief of Orleans. 
Freemasonry has opposed the institu
tion of such a festival of patriotism! 
and faith on the pretext that it was 
intended as a set-off to the 14th of 
July out of hatred to the Republic. 
What has hitherto been potent in 
Parliament has now been shown to 
be powerless in the Paris Council, 
where the vote of the masons would 
at last seem to be at a discount. 

It now only remains for the Cham
ber to throw off the yoke and give 
official sanction to a holiday which is 
already dear to all tine hearts in 
France. 

THE JEWS HTJEBUSALEM 
Their Number and Condition.—The 

"Askemazim," and the "Sephardim" 

—the Restoration of Zion—Physical 

and Spiritual Condition. 

(Written for The Catholic Bulletin 
by Rev. Damian Ramia.) 

The prophecy of Our Lord in regard 
to the destruction of Jerusalem was 
accomplished by Vespasian and Titus 
(66-70 A. D.), but from the ashes of 
the fire-swept city a last spark 
flashed, a supreme attempt to re-estab
lish Jewish independence. It was the 
sign of complete destruction. The 
Emperor Adrian, after having scat
tered the whole nation, founded on the 
site of Zion the Roman colony of 
Aelia; pagan temples were erected on 
the places dearest to Israel and also 
over the Holy Sepulchre and on Cal
vary Hill. The Jews were forbidden 
to come within five miles of 
Jerusalem. Such a prohibition was 
continued a long time even under Mos
lem rule. 

But the present time has witnessed a 
return of the Jews to their ancient 
country. There are now in Jerusalem 
upward of 60,000 Jews: about 125,000 
throughout the entire Holy Land. 
They belong for the most part to the 
poorest classes, but it is hardly an 
economical inducement that attracts 
them. The Moslems do not persecute 
the Jews, and for that reason, this un
happy people are better off in Palestine 
than, for instance, in Russia; but they 
do not rise above the common eco
nomical level of the inhabitants of 
Palestine, which is wretchedly low. 

The Jews have been coming steadily 
for the last forty years. The Turkish 
government objected at first, but of 
late has become more tractable. They 
come from every country of the world, 
even from Australia, grouping them
selves according to nationality, lan
guage, costume and sect. Each of these 
groups has an independent existence 
markedly distinct from the others. 
While I was in Jerusalem, at the St. 
Stephen's Biblical School directed by 
the Dominican Fathers, there were no 
less than forty distinct Jewish settle
ments named, in a characteristic bib
lical fashion, the House of Solomon, 
Zion's Inheritance, Mosee' Tent, the 
Gates of Jerusalem, etc. All together 
the Jewish settlements form about one-
third of the total population of Jeru
salem. Other towns where their num
ber is growing every day are Safed, 
Tiberias, Ciffa, Jaffa and Hebron. 

In the towns the Jews are mostly 
small merchants and peddlers. As it 
happens in many countries, one finds 
the Jews of Jerusalem employed in the 
business of furnishing religious goods 
to the Christians. The main resource 
of the city's commerce is the selling 
of religious souvenirs to the pilgrims 
of all faith and nations. Jerusalem is 
in fact the city of great memories and 
of souvenirs for Jews, Christians and 
Moslems. 

Agricultural colonies have been 
established by Jews in Palestine, the 
most flourishing being those of Saren, 
Esdraelon and Atlite, where the Cru
saders had their last refuge, a few 
miles south of Ciffa. A fine crop of 
oranges and watermelons is obtained 
on these fertile plains. 

The "Askemazim" and the "Sephar
dim." 

Religiously the Jews of Jerusalem 
are divided in two great branches— 
the "Askemazim," or Northern Jews— 
Germans, Russians, Poles, Rouman
ians, etc., and the "Sephardim," or 
Southern Jews, comprising especially 
the Jews formerly expelled from Spain, 
and those from Portugal, Morocco, Al
giers and Perse. It is hard to find out 
exactly what are the points that divide 
them so sharply. From what can be 
gathered, the reason lies in some mi
nute matters of traditions, rites, opin
ions or practises and, above all, in 
the different pronunciation of the He
brew, according to the German or the 
Latin tradition. The sight of a few 
Jews engaged in a discussion about 
the authenticity of the Hebraic pro* 
nunciation would convince anyone of 
the importance of such a question. 
Verbal arguments are frequently not 
deemed sufficient to decide on whicfh 
side of the controversy Moses in
clines. 

However, all the Jews agree on the 
principal points. They all expect a 
Messiah, mysterious and enigmatic; 
all learn the Law and the Talmud; all 
strictly adhere to their observances, 
especially regarding the Sabbath. 
From 6 p. m. on Friday to 6 p. m. on 
Saturday, all kind of work ceases. 
This practice is pushed to ridiculous 
extremes. Writing is forbidden, so is 
striking a match, walking longer than 
one hour, etc. All together there are 
two hundred and forty-eight positive 
precepts and three hundred and sixty-
five negative ones touching the observ
ance of the Sabbath. 

(Continued on pafe J.) 
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