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The truth is, that the world, know
ing nothing of the blessings of the 
Catholic faith, and prophesying noth
ing but ill concerning it, fancies that 
a convert, after the first fervor is 
over, feels nothing but disappoint
ment, weariness and offence in his 
»ew religion and is secretly desirous 
Qt retracing his steps. This is at the 
root of the alarm and irritation which 
it manifests at hearing that doubts 
tire incompatible with a Catholic's 
profession, because it is sure that 
doubts will come upon him, and then 
how pitiable will be his state! That 
there can be peace, and joy, and 
knowledge, and freedom and spiritual 
gtrength in the Church, is a thought 
£&r beyond its imagination; for it re
gards her simply as a frightful .con
spiracy against the happiness of man, 
seducing her victims by specious pro
fessions, and when they are once 
hers, caring nothing for the misery 
Which breaks upon them, so that by 
«{ny means she may detain them in 
Bondage. Accordingly, it conceives 
we are in perpetual warfare with our 
own reason, fierce objections ever 

•nsing within us, and we are forcibly 
repressing them. It believes that, 
after the likeness of a vessel which 
nas met with some accident at sea, 
we are ever baling out the water 
which rushes in upon us, and have 
hard work to keep afloat. 

• * * , \ 
PIUS X AND THE PRE8S. '  ?" 

The Holy Father has earnestly ap
pealed to the bishops of Brazil to de
vote all their care to the establish
ment and support of Catholic news
papers. Long before the burdens of 
liis present exalted office and the "so
licitude of all the churches" were laid 
upon Pius X, he not only recognized 
the power of the press and its effec
tiveness as an agency for good or evil 
in our modern world, but he always 
set himself the task of strenuously 
supporting the Catholic press with 
all the resources at his command. 
He even established at great sacrifice 
of personal exertion, and of his slen
der means, a Catholic journal in his 
former diocese and we are told that 
mnce his election to the chair of 
Peter an inscription has been placed 
by his own desire upon the building 
where that journal which he founded 
is still published, recording this fact 
and prefaced by the significant 
words: "The greatest work of Pius 
X." 

• * « 

THE YOUNG PRIEST. 

Before an altar fair with flowers and 
light 

A youthful form bends low in vest
ments white; 

Within his consecrated hands a lily 
host, ! 

His countenance with heavenly rap
ture bright. 

A silvery tinkle and a murmured 
. word 

And lo, within his trembling clasp, 
his Lord! 

The dream of years of longing is ful
filled; 

This morn the consummation he had 
willed 

Through many a weary hour of sacri
fice. 

The mother's eyes with tears of glad
ness filled. 

Nor recks she now of flying days and 
years. 

To God he's given;—ended all har 
Ttears. , 

O mother blest of all this hour art 
thou. 

Thine who shall tell the sweetest 
rapture now. 

Thy son—God's sanctified forever see. 
Before His throne the angels lowly 

bow 
Whilst He their Lord upon the altar-

stone 
Brings down with Christ's Own Words 

in lowered tone. 

O, may est thou in heaven's  ̂courts un
folding . ; 

One day his Lord and your's enwrapt 
beholding 

Remember us before the Great White 
Throne. V 

God's sacred strength his feeble 
tongue embolding.- f 

The mystic words to speak o'er bread 
and wine 

And lo, we kneel before Our Lord Di-
•iaet 

—Rev. T. A. McKernan. 
* * * 

DUTIES OF CITIZENSHIP. 

Many well meaning persons advise 
young men to keep out of politics be
cause of the moral contamination that 
is popularly supposed to be insepar
able from it. "It is such dirty busi
ness," these Mentors say, unheeding 
the fact that in thus endeavoring to 
influence young men to keep aloof 
from politics, they practically advise 
them to neglect the duties of citizen
ship, and to weaken, so far as they 
are concerned, the foundations of the 
government. 

Young men ought to be encouraged 
to go into politics, not for the pur
pose of gaining political office for 
themselves by election or appoint
ments, but simply to perform a duty 
which they owe as citizens of the 
commonwealth. If they perform this 
duty well and a grateful public re
wards them with office at a later 
period, it is proper to accept such 
office and to continue to strive in 
office for the attainment of the ideals 
that inspired them before the offices 
were bestowed upon them. But office-
holding, as an end to be sought for 
itself, is unworthy of the ambition of 
young men, besides, the man who 
deliberately plans his life so as to be 
what might be termed a professional 
office-seeker seldom succeeds. The 
path of political preferment is strewn 
with the bones of aspirants whose 
opinion of their own fitness for office 
happened to be much higher than the 
public's estimate of , their qualifica
tions. Politics is an uncertain thing, 
and the man who seeks to gain his 
livelihood by making it a trade will 
|ead a precarious existence that must 

undermine his self-respect, and be
ginning by accepting favors from cor
porations or individuals who desire 
to use him for their own ends, he will 
end by throwing conscience to the 
winds, and will sell his vote or his 
influence to the highest bidder; and he 
will ultimately sink to such a depth 
as to be the scorn of every decent 
person in the community. A higher 
purpose than this should inspire the 
young man who enters the political 
field—the purpose to take the part 
which belongs to him in a government 
of the people, by the people, and for 
the people. 

The consequences of abstaining 
from political activity by many other
wise good citizens are visible to all 
intelligent observers. Those easy
going men who pride themselves upon 
their close attention to their own af
fairs and their unwillingness to give 
a portion of their time and money for 
the public good are the despair of the 
reformer and the hope of the crooked 
politician. It is this class that per
petuates every corrupt "ring" or "ma
chine" in our land, whether civic 
or national. 

If these are facts, there should be 
no question of young men entering 
politics. Young men possess the 
ideals, energy, and enthusiasm neces
sary to originate and carry forward 
good measures to their accomplish
ment. Old men cannot or will not do 
the strenuous work of good citizen
ship, and therefore young men must 
do it, or our government will be a 
failure. 

As a reward, they will have the 
pleasing consciousness of a patriotic 
duty well performed, of having given 
unselfish service to their country at 
the time when they were best able to 
do so, and this, aside frqm all other 
considerations, is sufficient compensa
tion. —Pittsburgh Observer. 

* * * • 
BISHOP VAUGHAN ON CAPITAL 

PUNISHMENT. 

An opinion on capital punishment, 
deeply interesting from a religious 
point of view, comes from Bishop 
Vaughan, of Manchester, England, 
brother of the late Cardinal and of 
the famous Jesuit orator, Father Bern
ard Vaughan, now on a visit to this 
country. Recently a Protestant clergy
man of Manchester, making protest 
against the execution of a man con
victed of murder, denounced it as "a 
horrible and cold-blooded act to take 
a man out on a beautiful summer's 
morning and then to break his neck." 
Commenting on this, Bishop Vaughan, 
in a letter to the "Manchester Guar
dian," gave some strong reasons in 
support of another and quite different 
view of the case. 

Taking it, said he, that the crim
inal is truly repentant, how immeas
urably more secure is his eternal sal
vation than if he were compelled to 
linger on, for, perhaps, thirty or forty 
years in "durance vile," either in soli
tary confinement or, what is worse, in 
the company of the lowest scum of 
society. A man who knows that his 
life is forfeit, and that on a fixed day 
he will have to die, is able to make 
a splendid preparation for death. He 
not only washes away his sin by 
hearty repentance, and, in full and 
perfect consciousness, receives all the 
consolations of religion, but he makes 
an act of resignation and calmly offers 
up his life to God in expiation of his 
crime, and often makes a holy and 
edifying end. 

If, on the contrary, he is reprieved, 
he grows weary of life, his good dis
positions evaporate, he grows morose, 
discontented, and groans under the 
continuous restraints and hard prison 
regulations, murmurs against God and 
providence, and often ends by sinking 
deeper and deeper into the slough of 
vice, and dies, when at last death 
comes, in (to say the least) very ques
tionable dispositions. 

Such is th^ view of Bishop Vaughan 
on that question which has been so 
often and so long under controversy 
throughout civilization. It is a view 
the full force and significance of which 
Catholics can have little difficulty in 
appreciating. 

THE CHILDREN'S HOUR. 

SUCCESS. 

One of , the best examples of the 
value of education that I ever met is  
the work of a boy, a neighbor, who 
used to come into my house occ:i-
sionally to play chess. 

At that time he and his father 
worked in a small woollen factory, 
where the boy received 60 cents a day. 
He had a longing for an education, 
but could see no way of gaining one, 
for there was no money in the family, 
and 60 cents a day does not admit of 
much saving. 

But when he was fourteen he came 
into possession of an old bicycle, and, 
with his parents' consent left the fac
tory for a job as a telegraph messen
ger at a summer resort a short dis
tance away. Our state agricultural 
school was only three miles from 
where the boy lived. This school 
furnishes a good education absolutely 
free, the only cost being a small 
charge for the board of pupils who 
live at the college. 

But this boy was near enough to go. 
back and forth on his wheel, boarding 
at home. When the season at the re
sort was over he took his small sav
ings and started to school. In this 
way he had the full four years' course 
at practically no cost, working at odd 
times enough to pay for his clothes 
and books, and to recompense his 
parents in a measure for his board. 
He developed a liking for chemistry, 
and during the last year made it a 
special study. When he graduated 
he was given a place at the college as 
assistant chemist, at a small salary. 

He remained there two years, study
ing and saving his money. Then he 
went to Ann Arbor, Mich., and studied 
chemistry until his money was gone. 
Then a position as chemist was offered 
him by a small concern in the West 
at $800 a year. This he accepted, re
maining there a year, living v£ry 

cheaply, and Saving nearly all of his 
salary. Then he left and went to 
studying chemistry again, perfecting 
himself more thoroughly in some of 
the higher branches. This made him 
more valuable afid he was given a 
position at $1,200. But he would only 
accept for one year. Again he saved 
his money, and again, at the end of 
the year, he went away to study 
chemistry. 

This was several years ago. Now 
he is chief chemist of a very large 
concern at Newark, New Jersey, and 
receives $2,500 a year. But he is 
still studying chemistry and making 
himself thereby more valuable all the 
time. When the next step upward 
offers itself he no doubt will be ready. 
This boy, it seems to me, offers a very 
striking example of the value of study, 
of an education." He might have 
stopped at ony one of the steps of his 
profession and considered his educa
tion finished, and have felt truthfully^ 
that he had made a success of him
self as compared with the work at 60 
cents a day. But the rest of his life 
would have leveled itself down to 
the plane where he stopped. 

HOW OUR LADY ANSWERED A 
CHILD'S PRAYER. 

Devotion to the good Saint Anne is 
very popular amongst the inhabitants 
of Brittany, France. In that country 
there is a confidence, bordering upon 
familiarity, with the other saints of 
Paradise, be it fce Blessed Virgin or 
St. John the Baptist. 

A poor little Breton girl was brought 
for a cure to Lourdes. She was only 
seven years of age. She was paralyzed 
in the lower part of her body. 

Tenderly drawn in her carriage by 
gentle hands, she followed the course 
of the pilgrimage. Everywhere, she 
prayed with the piety of an angel; 
everywhere, she felt herself enveloped 
by the ardent prayers of the throng, 
for here, more than at any other place 
in the world, does piety assert itself 
to move earth, and, if I dare to say 
so, to command Heaven. 

At Lourdes one sensibly feels the 
truth of the words of St. Augustine: 
' "Prayer is the strength of man and 

the weakness of God." 
Surely the Virgin who has cured so 

many others would turn her eyes upon 
this innocent child,—so artlessly con
fident was this dear young invalid. 
Her eyes were fixed upon the white 
vision in the jgrotto, or upon Jesus in 
the Sacred Host, as He passed through 
the crowd, doing good. 

Prayer of the eyes, prayer of the 
lips and of the heart, prayer, whole 
and entire. Now, others are being 
cured, but our poor little Breton maid 
"was brought back to the railway sta
tion without getting relieved. With 
tears in her eyes, she begged to go 
again to the grotto. The carriers of 
the stretcher consulted their watches 
and their hearts. The time was near
ly up. The pilgrims must soon be en-
route. 

Again to the feet of the Madonna in 
the cave went our determined little 
beggar of a miracle. 

She prayed, she besought and she 
wept. Alas, there was no response, 
no cure. The hand of the clock had 
marked the last minute allowed before 
the departure of the last train. The 

nurses led away to the station the 
mournful invalids. Just then there 
was a strange scene. %fc.t the moment 
of leaving the Virgin in the grotto the 
little girl turned and lifting up her 
clenched fist, nervously cried out: 

"You will not cure me? Very well. 
I shall tell your mamma on you." 

Immediately she was cured. She 
jumped from her carriage and walked, 
perfectly healed. 

Thus, at, the moment, Mary Immac
ulate seemed to show her daughterly 
respect for her mother, the good St. 
Anne, whom she did not wish to pain, 
and to justify the confidence of her 
poor little client, whom she deigned to 
excuse. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary is 
an abyss of mysterious tenderness. 
We never invoke her in vain. 

St. Benedict's Academy 
ST. JOSEPH, MINNESOTA 

Primary, Preparatory and Academic Courses 
Departments of Music, Art and Elocution 

Embroidery, Plain Needle-Work and 
Domestic Science 

For Prospectus Address SISTER DIRECTRESS 

POftlVlTNG CARELESS HABITS. 

I^elia sat in the hammock with a 
book flopen on her knees. Now and 
then she read a paragraph, following 
the pental exertion by stopping to 
look up at the blue sky overhead, or 
to exchange remarks with her Aunt 
Eunice, who sat near, working at 
some embroidery. After a little she 
turned a dozen pages at once and read 
a few paragraphs in that part of the 
book to which she had opened. 

"Delia!" exclaimed Aunt Eunice, 
after the last named performance had 
been repeated several times, "Are you 
reading that book or not?" 

Delia laughed. ''Oh, after a fashion. 
If I see a page that looks interesting 
I read a little. It's not such a very 
interesting book; I can't say I enjoy 
it." 

"It would need to be an extraordi
narily interesting book to be enjoy
able read in that fashion," suggested 
Aunt Eunice. 

Mild as was the reproof, Delia ap
parently resented it. "I don't like to 
read as though I were studying a les
son," she said a little crossly. "I'm 
reading for entertainment, and if I 
get more fun out of it by skipping 
around It doesn't make any difference 
that I can see." 

The unlucky part is that Delia can
not see that such methods of reading 
made a difference. There is no rea
son for spending a whole day over a 
book if one is disinclined to such ex
ertion. If Delia wanted to lie in the 
hammock looking at the sky, and 
thinking the thoughts suggested by 
that blue, arching vault, no one would 
have any reason to criticise her. But 
to read scattered paragraphs from a 
book, with the attention all the time 
divided between the page before one, 
and the things about one, is to form 
bad habits in an occupation where 
good habits are of the utmost import
ance. 

There are some people who after 
reading one page in an ordinary book 
are able to repeat it almost word for 
word. And ther6 are others who after 
a single reading are scarcely able to 
recall an idea it expresses. The prac
tical difference is apparent when two 
such people come to study a history 
lesson, for instance. The one knows 
the lesson after a single reading, or 
at the most, two. The other goes 
over the same page again and again, 
before an idea makes sufficient im
pression to stick. 

VILLA MARIA ACADEMY 
'Accredited to the University of Minnesota." 

A SCHOOL FOR GIRLS FRONTENAC, MINN. 

NAZARETH SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
LAKE CITY, MINN. 

BOTH CONDUCTED BY THE URSULINE NUNS 
These two Institutions, conducted by the Ursuline Nuns, are unexcelled anywhere. The 

locations are beautiful and healthful Every convenience for the proper care and education of 
young-eirls and boys. Terms reasonable. Write far Catalogue, which gives full description 
and terms for both institutions. Address 

MOTHER SUPERIOR 
VILLA MARIA ACADEMY 
'  Fontenac .  Minn .  

MOTHER SUPERIOR 
NAZARETH SCHOOL fOR BOYS 

Lake  C i ty ,  Minn .  — 

ST. PAUL 
MINN. COLLEGE OF ST. CATHERINE, 

A CATHOLIC COLLEGE FOR GIRLS 
Accredited by the Minnesota State Board of Public Instruction and by 

several prominent Universities. 
Seventy-Acre Campus. Fire-Proof Buildings. 

COMPLETE COURSES IN THESE DEPARTMENTS 

The Collegiate, leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts— The Academic 
or College Preparatory — Music and Painting in their various branches 
Domestic Art, Household Science and Cooking. 

The College enjoys the patronage of Archbishop Ireland. 
Year Book on Application * Address the Secretary 

SACRED HEART ACADEMY 
AND 

ST. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL FOR YOUNG BOYS 
(ACCREDITED) 

Offer a solid and useful education in Grammar, Academic, High School, 
Commercial, Musical and Art Departments. Pupils are required to pass 
State Examinations in all Departments. Special instructions in Christian 
Doctrine. For further Particulars apply to 

FARGO. NORTH DAKOTA PRESENTATION SISTERS 

ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL 
TRAINING SCHOOL rOR NURSES 

Classes Open on Jan. 1, March 1 and S„ept. T 

Applicants for training please correspond previous to these dates with the 
Principal of Training School, 

&' XJSEPH-S HOSPITAL, St. Paul, Minn. 

IF you believe in a guarantee insist on getting 
"Hot Point" Electric Irons for your home. They 
are Guaranteed for Two Years. $4.50 

and $5.00 each. . 

PACIFIC ELECTRIC TOASTERS, HEAT
ING PADS, STOVES AND PERCULATORS 

$4.00 and UP 

All guaranteed for two years. Let us shqw you. 

Northwestern 
Electric Equipment Company 

185 East Fourth Street, Saint Paul 

LOUIS  H.  PETER 
PLUMBING AND HEATING 
House Drainage Gas-Fitting Gas Fixtures 

N. W. Phone Cedar 2211 
Tri-State PhoM 1626 

97 East Fourth Street ST. PAUL, MINN. 
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ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY 
CCLLEGEVILLE, MINN. 

THE largest and best-equipped Catholic Boarding College in the North
west. Founded 1857. Conducted by Benedictine Fathers. Ideal loca
tion, 85 miles northwest of St. Paul, on the shores of two beautiful 

lakes, surrounded by wooded hills. Large buildings with all modern con
veniences. Library of over 30,000 volumes. Valuable museum. New $40,000 
Science Building. Large Gymnasium and Gymnasium Instructor. Unrivalled 
facilities for in-door and out-door exercises. Registration last year 439; 40 
Instructors. Widely known for excellent mental and moral training. 

Shorthand and Typewriting, Music, Drawing, 
Preparatory, Commercial, Scientific, Classical, 
Philosophical, Theological. 

For Catalogue, Etc., Address 

THE VERY REV. RECTOR 

-C2®S> 

?$mona, 4$lmne*ota 
CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF SAINT FRANCIS 

* YEAR BEGINS FIRST WEDNESDAY IN SEPTEMBER , 
"THE COAST-LINE SCHOOL" 

| Formerly the Winona Seminary j 

College confers degrees of B. A., B. S., Litt. 
B., Mus. B. 

Saint Clare Seminary— Classical School 
and College Preparatory. Secretarial 
Course. • , 

Saint Agnes Grammar School — For 
little girls. 

Conservatory of Saint Cecilia — Piano, 
Violin, V oice, Organ, Harp, Harmony, 
Composition, Normal Music. 

Departments of Art, Normal Art, Drama
tic Expression, Household Economics. 

Strong faculty of specialists; splendidly 
equipped laboratories and gymnasium; 
moderate prices; students from thirteen 
states;_ normal department for students 
preparing to teach. 

Direct lines of railway from Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul, St. Louis. 

Only earnest, capable students wholunre 
a purpose in study are solicited. 

WRITE FOR CATALOGUES AND DEPARTMENT BULLETIN'S 
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ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY 
A Day School for Girls 

A thoroughly equipped High School. 
Graduates admitted to the University of Minnesota without examination. 
A good Business Course for Students who do not desire the regular Acad
emic Course. Conducted by the 

Sisters of St. Joseph Telephone Dale 354 

College of St. Thomas 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF ARCHBISHOP IRELAND. 

Faculty of thirty instructors, priest^ and laymen. Catholic 
military college, twice designated by the War Department as 
one of the ten "Distinguished Military Schools" of the country. 
Situated in beautiful and extensive grounds on the banks of the 
Mississippi. New residence building costing $125,000 00 in 
course of construction. Careful moral and religious training, 
combined with the best methods of mental and physical de
velopment. Collegiate, commercial and preparatory depart
ments. Nearly seven hundred students, representing fifteen 
states, registered last year. 

For Illustrated Catalog. Address Very Rev. H. Moynlhan, D. D., President 

ST. JOSEPH'S ACADEMY 
CROOKSTON, MINN. 

Boarding mi Day School for Girls 
New and Spacious BuHdinj Splendid Location 

COMPLETE COURSE IN EN61ISH AND FRENCH 
Pupils are required to pass State Examinations 

CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH 

Address MOTHER SUPERIOR 
St. Joseph 's Academy, Crookston. Minn. 

HIGHER ACCOUNTING 
it ft T manufacturing, coat accounting, sjr«-
II U I temitizing, corporation accounting, an* 

diting. etc., in our day or night school. 
T Q V Invesdg-ate our exclusive and leading1 

I II I features in accountancy. 
Also headquarters for Gregg shorthand, 
touch typewriting, commercial law. etc. 

School all year without interruption. Individual in
struction by capable teachers, who are also experi
enced business men and women. 

Get catalog>«o solicitors; enroll Mnilfcfi 

PRACTICAL BUSINESS SCHOOL 
WALTER RASMUSSEN. Prop. 

3S3 Minnesota Street St. Paul. Minnesota 

> 


