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A PHILIPPINE DIOCESEK. OF C. CONVENTION 
AN INTERESTING LETTER FROM 

BISHOP O'DOHERTY OF ZAMBO

ANGA GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF 

THE STATE OF RELIGION AND 

THE CONDITION OF THE 

CHURCH IN THAT DIOCESE-

GREAT DEARTH OF PRIESTS AND 

I N S T I T U T I O N S — T H E  S C H O O L  

QUESTION 

We have received from a priest of 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul, a letter 
written to him by the Right Reverend 
Bishop O'Doherty of Zamboanga, in 
the Philippine Islands, a part of which 
we reproduce. 

Bishop O'Doherty is the first Bishop 
ox Zamboanga and was consecrated 
Id Ireland on September 3, 1911. For 
«ight years prior to that time he was 
Rector of the Irish College, Sala
manca, Spain. On his way to the Phi
lippine Islands, he visited the United 
States and spent some time in St. 
Paul as the guest of the Most Rev
erend Archbishop. He is known to 
many priests of the Archdiocese who 
will be interested in reading the fol
lowing account of religious conditions 
in his new Diocese. 

Zamboanga, P. I., 
March 14. 1913. 

Rev. Dear Father: 
I sailed from San Francisco, July 

26th, and arrived at Manila, August 
30th. The Archbishop, Bishop Mac-
Ginley of Nueva Caceres and Bishop 
Petrelli of Lipa were there to meet 
me and Bishop Dougherty of Jaro 
came a few days later. On Septem
ber 5th I reached Zamboanga, my 
destination, where I was warmly re
ceived, not only by the Filipinos, but 
by the Americans without distinction 
of creed or class. The Army people 
were particularly kind, cordial and 
generous. 

After a rest of two weeks, I set out 
to visit the priests in the various parts 
of the diooese of which I was in this 
way enabled to get a good idea. I 
was absent from September 19th till 
October 23rd and had some thrilling 
experiences, particularly towards the 
end of my tour. I was in the town 

Surteao when the terrible hurricane' 
of October 15th swept it. The pastor's 
house at which I was staying was 
struck and shattered, the roof being 
completely carried away, while 150 
houses in the vicinity were utterly 
demolished. Two days later I narrow
ly escaped drowning at sea in a 40-
ton steam launch, in a district where 
many ships were wrecked and over 
400 persons perished. 

No Diocesan Institutions. 

When I returned to Zamboanga I set 
about establishing the various depart
ments of a Diocese and when I men
tion that I have no seminary, no hos
pital, no high school for boys or girls, 
no training school for teachers, no 
Cathedral, no house—in a word, no 
single diocesan institution of any kind, 
you will have an idea of the difficulties 
under which I labor and the nature 
of the work in which I am engaging 
From the middle of January I have 
been holding visitations and confirma
tion in many places where a Bishop 
never put foot before. I have returned 
to Zamboanga for Holy Week after 
which i shall set out again and be 
absent till the end of September. 
Letter writing then, as you may infer, 
can come only in odd moments and 
as a recreation, so that years must 
elapse before I can hope to have com
municated with all my friends in the 
United States and in Europe. 

The area of the diooese of Zambo
anga is nearly 40,000 square miles, 
measuring 600 miles from North to 
South and the same distance from 
East to West. It comprises a third 
of the whole of the Philippine Islands. 
Within this scope there are about 
"00 district islands, Mindanao alone 
being larger than Ireland. In the 
other two-thirds there are eight 
Bishops and a Vicar Apostolic. All 
the Mohammedans and the majority 
of the pagans of the whole Archipel
ago live within the, confines of the 
diocese of Zamboanga, yet it is the 
only diocese in which the Catholics 
are in the minority. 

The Christians do not as a rule 
penetrate into the interior for fear of 
being killed by the Moros or other 
wild people. My people are simple 
and docile, though weak and incon
stant. They live from day to day, 
never caring to amass wealth, as 
money would be a danger and invite 
robbery by lawless neighbors. I have 
many Americans here, but, excepting 
the military, they are people who 
have come to make money, and I be
lieve they are laying the foundations 
of large fortunes. Taking things, how
ever, as they are today, there is noth
ing so scare as money In the Philip
pine Islands. 

The School Question. 

One of our greatest troubles ti the 
school question. The Council of Man
ila insists on the establishment of a 
Catholic School in every parish, and 
the American government has com
manded the establishment of a public 
school. The government, however, is 
willing to recognize our schools and 
5s content with attendance in them, 
but some of the minor officials in the 

• villages try to force and frighten 
i . parents into sending their children to 

the public schools. & condition that 

gives rise to endless bickerings with 
pastors. The wisdom of the council* 
is apparent to all observing Catholics, 
and my own experience is that the 
children who leave us to go to the 
public schools consider themselves 
graduated" Catholics, while the pro

ducts of the public schools, though 
Catholic in name, grow up without any 
knowledge of Christian doctrine or of 
their religious duties. Nor am I sat
isfied with our Catholic teachers, un
less the priest himself becomes the 
teacher, for, as we cannot afford to 
pay the salaries of the Government, 
we do not get the best material, and 
when we have good teachers the gov
ernment officials try to take them from 
us by offering a higher salary and a 
government position. 

Dearth of Priests. 

I have only 72 priests and I need 
as many more right away, but it is 
very expensive to bring them from 
Europe or America. Even if I had 
a sufficient number of priests, it is 
doubtful if they could get enough to 
maintain them decently in all the dis
tricts in which they are so urgently 
needed. But the great difficulty is to 
get priests. In a coast line of 400 
miles from Zamboanga to Davao there 
are but four, and three of these are in 
the vicinity of 70 years. Comprising 
the 72, are 35 Jesuits, 27 Missioners of 
the Sacred Heart, 28 Seculars and 3 
Native-born. All our travelling has 
to be done practically by sea, as there 
are no roads except in or abound vil
lages on the sea coast. 

All these islands are very beauti
ful, with high mountains, large rivers, 
lovely lakes and an exuberant vege
tation such as met the wondering 
gaze of the early Spanish explorers 
of the New World. The soil is rich 
and productive of such a wonderful 
variety of food-stuffs that I verily 
believe the diocese of Zamboanga 
could easily support a population of 
10,000,000. The climate is healthful, 
and not so warm as I found Minnesota 
last summer. 

I am enjoying good health, thank 
God, and if it were not for the appall
ing needs of my diocese, I should be 
quite happy. 

Yours very sincerely in Christ. 
+M. J. O'DOHERtT. 

STATE OFFICERS AND DELEGATES 
MEET IN ANNUAL CONVENTION 
IN ST. PAUL—FORTY-FIVE COUN
CILS REPRESENTED—ORDER IN 
PROSPEROUS CONDITION—LEC
TURE BUREAU FINANCED— 
STATE OFFICERS AND DELE
GATES TO NATIONAL CONVEN

TION ELECTED. 

ENOOWMEIT Fftfi COLLEGE 
• Jl MR. HILL PLEDGES $50,000 TO

WARDS AN ENDOWMENT FOR 

MOUNT ST. CHARLES COLLEGE, 

HELENA. 

STATE OFFICEJOR EDITOR 
HERMAN RIDDER OF NEW YORK 

APPOINTED SUPERINTENDENT 

OF STATE PRISONS—ESTAB

LISHED TWO CATHOLIC PAPERS. 

Herman Ridder, editor and proprie
tor of "The New York Staats-Zeitung," 
was nominated for Superintendent of 
State Prisons by Governor Sulzer on 
May 3, and was confirmed by the 
Senate without opposition. Mr. Rid
der succeeds Colonel Joseph F. Scott, 
who was removed from office by the 
Governor. 

Herman Ridder was born In New 
York City, of German parentage, on 
March 5, 1851. He started business 
life at the age of eleven as an errand 
boy. Two years later he was in the 
employ of an insurance agent, and at 
twenty became an agent. He estab
lished the "Katholisches Volksblatt 
in 1878 and "The Catholic News" in 
1886. He became trustee, treasurer 
and manager of the "New York Staats-
Zeitung" in 1890, and in 1907 its 
president. * 

Mr. Ridder Is a trustee of the Mu
tual Life Insurance Company and the 
Emigrant Savings Bank. He was vice 
president of the Hudson-Fulton Cele
bration Commission and manager of 
the New York State Board of Chari
ties. He is a member of many so
cieties and public institutions as well 
as of many clubs. 

CITillC [NUTIML 
BS9CIITIDI 

TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

WILL BE HELD IN NEW OR

LEANS FROM JUNE 30 TO JULY 

3—LARGE ATTENDANCE EX

PECTED. 

The Catholic Educational Associa
tion of the United States will hold its 
tenth annual meeting at New Orleans, 
La., beginning Monday, June 30, and 
closing Thursday, July 3, 1913. The 
meeting is held under the auspices of 
the Most Rev. James H. Blenk, D. D., 
Archbishop of New Orleans. The con
vention is expected to be one o£ the 
most important educational events 
that has occurred in the South. 

The President-General of the Asso
ciation is Right Reverend Monsignor 
Shahan, Rector of the Catholic Univer
sity at Washington, D. C., and he, 
with the Most Reverend Archbishop, 
and the Presidents of the departments, 
have extended invitations to all col
lege and seminary rectors and pro
fessors, to all pastors and teachers, 
and to all persons interested in Cath
olic education. The convention ses
sions will be held in the spacious 
halls of the new Loyola University. 
Headquarters of the officers will be: at 
the De Soto HoteL 

The State Convention of the Knights 
of Columbus of Minnesota met in St. 
Paul on Tuesday, May 13. The ses
sions were held in the new club rooms 
of the St. Paul Council on Smith Ave
nue. 

The Convention was called to order 
at ten o'clock by State Deputy, Neil 
M. Cronin of Minneapolis, and the re
port of the Committee on Credentials 
showed that ninety delegates, repre
senting forty-five Councils in Minne
sota, in addition to the State Officers, 
were entitled to participate in the de
liberations and vote upon all questions 
effecting the welfare of the Order in 
the State. 

The reports of the State Officers 
showed that the Order is in a flour
ishing condition throughout Minnesota 
having a membership of eight thou
sand three hundred, a very consider
able increase over that of last year. 

The District Deputy in his report 
recommended that a per capita tax of 
twenty cents be levied on the members 
for the purpose of financing the Lec
ture Bureau which will be organized 
to furnish speakers to deliver ad
dresses before the different councils 
in the State. 

At noon the delegates were given a 
lunch by the St. Paul Council and 
afterwards taken on an automobile 
ride through the parks of the Twin 
Cities. 

When the delegates re-assembled in 
the afternoon reports were received 
from various committees and many 
matters of interest to the Order were 
discussed. The Convention closed 
with the election of State Officers for 
the ensuing year and delegates to the 
National Convention which meets in 
Boston the first week of August. 

The State Officers of last year were 
re-elected as follows: State Deputy, 
N. M. Cronin, Minneapolis; State See 
retary, J. D. Mahon, Duluth; State 
Treasurer, M. F. Fisch, Austin; State 
Warden, D. W. Hughes, Crookston; 
State Advocate, F. J. McPartlin, Inter
national Falls. The delegates to the 
National Convention are W. C. Haney, 
Marshall, and R. F. Murphy, Bemidji, 
who represent the insured members, 
and J. J. Fitzpatrick, Winona, and P. 
J. Kennedy, Minneapolis, who repre
sent the associate membership. 

The next State Convention will meet 
in Minneapolis on the second Tuesday 
of May, 1914. 

FATHER GESTELLI'S JUBILEE 
FORMER PROFESSOR IN ST. 

THOMAS COLLEGE WILL CELE
BRATE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ORDINATION IN PORTLAND, 
OREGON, ON MAY 29—SERMON 
BY BISHOP O'CONNELL OF 
RICHMOND. 

Fifty years ago on the thirtieth of 
this month the Reverend Alexander 
Cestelli was ordained to the priest
hood in his native city of San Sepolcro, 
near Fiesole, in Tuscany, Italy. He 
was then in the twenty-third year of 
his age. The golden jubilee of this 
event will be celebrated in St. Mary's 
Cathedral, Portland, Oregon, on Thurs
day, May 29, under the direction of 
the Most Reverend Archbishop 
Christie of that city, and the jubilee 
sermon will be preached by the Right 
Reverend Bishop O'Connell of Rich
mond, Va. 

Father Cestelli has had a long and 
interesting career in the priesthood-
Shortly after his ordination he was 
appointed Professor of Moral Phil
osophy in the Greek College of Grot-
taferrata in Rome, where he remained 
until 1883, when he became a member 
of the teaching staff of the Theological 
Seminary of St. Thomas, St. Paul, a 
position which he retained until 1895. 
The next five years were spent in 
teaching at the Pontifical College of 
the Josephinum, Columbus, Ohio. 

In 1900 he made a trip to the West 
and, finding the climate of Oregon con
ducive to health, he resolved to 
make Portland his permanent home. 
He established the parish of St. 
Michael for the Italians of that city 
and in the course of time erected a 
magnificent church and priest's house. 
Scarcely were these buildings com
pleted when fire broke out on De
cember 29, 1905, and destroyed the 
church and residence and burned him 
severely. As soon as he left the hos
pital he set to work to rebuild, and 
when both the church and house were 
finished for the second time he re
signed the parish and accepted the 
chaplaincy of St. Vincent's Hospital, 
where he is still engaged in minis
tering to the sick and needy. During 
the last year he erected a home for 
aged priests at a cost of about thirty 
thousand dollars, which he has al
ready bequeathed by will to the Arch
diocese of Oregon. 

Despite his years and labors Father 
Cestelli retains much of his youthful 
vigor and his golden jubilee will be 
made the occasion of a joyful celebra
tion on the part of his numerous 
friends among the priests and prelates 
of the Northwestern States. 

In a recent letter to the priests of 
the Diocese of Helena the Right Rev
erend Bishop Carroll announced that 
Mr. James J. Hill of St. Paul, had 
pledged $50,000 towards a $200,000 en
dowment fund for the Mount St. 
Charles College of Helena, Mont. This 
gift is contingent upon the securing 
of the other three-fourths of the en
dowment by Bishop Carroll. * 

Mount St. Charles College was es
tablished on September 14, 1910, by 
Bishop Carroll and is in charge of 
diocesan priests under the presidency 
of the Very Reverend John L. McMul-
lan. It offers to its students courses 
in all the branches of a commercial, 
English, scientific, classical and phil
osophical education. It has an en
rollment of seventy-five students. 

EPISCOPIl TI1IE DOMTEO 
MEMBERS OF A. O. H. AND LADIES' 

AUXILIARY PRESENT THRONE 

TO BISHOP DOWLING OF DES 

MOINES. 

A beautiful and costly throne, the 
gift of the members of Divisions No. 
1 and No. 2 of the A. O. H. and Ladies' 
Auxiliaries of Des Moines, Iowa, to 
Right Reverend Bishop Dowling of 
that See, was erected in St. Ambrose 
Cathedral, and used by the Bishop 
for the first time on Pentecost Sundav. 

The throne has rich green velvet 
and gold hangings caught back with 
heavy green cord. They also donated 
beautiful upholstered sanctuary chairs 
and a vestment case for the Bishop 
which will arrive in a few days. 

MOTS IT CMMUm SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
MEMBERS OF ST. PAUL COUNCIL 

RECEIVED HOLY COMMUNION 

IN A BODY AT THE CATHEDRAL 

LAST SUNDAY —SERMON BY 

BISHOP LAWLER—A SPLENDID 

DEMONSTRATION OF FAITH. 

A COMMUNITY FOUNDED FOR THE RESCUE AND REFORMATION 

OF FALLEN WOMEN AND THE PRESERVATION OF VIRTUOUS 

GIRLS EXPOSED TO DANGER ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ENVIRON

MENT. 

I0TED HEDEKPTMBT DUD 
FATHER LITZ WAS TWICE PRO

VINCIAL OF THEgBALTIMORE 

PROVINCE OF HIS ORDSfc." 

The Very Reverend Ferdinand A. 
Litz, C. SS. R., twice Provincial of the 
Baltimore Province of his order, and 
twice Rector of St. Boniface Church, 
Philadelphia, died on May 6 at St. 
Agnes Hospital in that city after a 
lingering illness. His funeral took 
place on .May 9 from St. Boniface 
Church. 

Father Litz was born in Baltimore 
in 1847, and studied for the priesthood 
at the Redemptorist House of Studies, 
Illchester, Md., where he was ordained 
March 30, 1872. After laboring as a 
missionary in various places, he was 
sent to St. Boniface Churchy Phila
delphia, in 1878. He continued there 
for six years as an assistant, and in 
May, 1884, was made rector. In 1890 
he was elected Provincial of the Balti
more Province of his order, which 
office he retained until 1898, when he 
became Superior of the Seminary at 
Illchester and rector of St. Michael's 
Church, Baltimore. In 1904 he again 
was sent to Philadelphia as rector of 
St. Boniface Church. After minister
ing there nearly six years, he was 
again made Provincial. In August last 
Very Rev. Joseph A. Schneider was 
elected his successor. 

i 

Dfl. NEILjJIESIEBS 
COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATIS

TICS LEAVES GOVERNMENT 

SERVICE. 

Dr. Charles P. Neill whose nomina
tion by President Wilson to the Com-
missionership of Labor Statistics was 
ratified by the Senate on May first, re
signed his position last Tuesday in 
order to become labor expert for the 
American Smelting and Refining Com
pany. 

Dr. Neill was formerly Commis
sioner of Labor and his appointment 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics was 
an endorsement of his integrity and 
efficiency as a public official. 

EBlHUi MM I It DEID 
8ISTER STANISLAUS, A WAR 

NURSE, WAS DECORATED BY 

QUEEN VICTORIA — SERVED 

WITH FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. 

Mother Mary Stanislaus, who was 
(me of Florence Nightingale's principal 
assistants during the Crimean war, 
died the other day in the Hospital of 
St. John and St. Elizabeth, St. John's 
Wood, London, aged ninety years. The 
late Queen Victoria conferred upon 
Mother Mary Stanislaus, together with 
others who had served in the Crimea, 
the Royal Red Cross. 

On the occasion of the heroic nun's 
funeral the War Office sent a bearer 
party of the royal army medical corps, 
under the command of Lieutenant 
Shields, to carry the coffin to the 
grave. At the head of the coffin knelt 
tour of Queen Alexandra's nurses. 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 11, the 
members of St. Paul Council, Knights 
of Columbus, to the number of about 
five hundred, received Holy Com
munion in a body at the Cathedral. 

The pews in the body of the Cathe
dral were reserved for the Knights 
at the eight o'clock Mass and when 
the service began the central portion 
was well filled with as representative 
a body of Catholic men as one could 
wish to see. They presented a fine 
appearance. In their ranks were the 
leading men of the different nationali
ties that go to make up the Catholic 
population of St. Paul, men drawn 
from the various walks of life and 
representing the different lines of 
commercial and professional activity 
in the city. 

The Mass was celebrated by the 
Rev. J. C. O'Hara, Chaplain of the 
Council, who was assisted by the Ca
thedral clergy in distributing Holy 
Communion. The sermon by the Right 
Reverend Bishop Lawler laid emphasis 
on the necessity of continued growth 
in Christian knowledge and holiness 
of life if the Knights would measure 
up to the high standard of practical 
Catholicity which the Order demands 
of its members. 

After Mass fyreakfast was served at 
Carling's Uptown Restaurant and then 
a number of the Knights visited the 
new Club Rooms and enjoyed an hour 
or two of social intercourse. 

The significance of this religious 
celebration on the part of the local 
Knights is enhanced by the fact that 
they were carrying out a recommenda
tion made at the State Convention 
several years ago that every Council 
in Minnesota receive Holy Communion 
in a body on the same Sunday during 
the Paschal season. Pentecost Sunday 
is set apart for this purpose and the 
reports from the different Councils 
show that it was well observed. 

Such a demonstration of practical 
Catholicity does more to enhance the 
prestige of the Knights of Columbus 
than any other work they may under
take. It goes to prove the sterling 
Catholicity of the members and their 
loyalty to the Church who needs their 
cooperation in all that makes for her 
growth and welfare no less than the 
State does in her own particular 
sphere of civic activity. 

ESTABLISHED IN 8T. PAUL FORTY-

FIVE YEARS AGO—ITS GROWTH 

AND WORK—MISTAKEN IDEAS 

REGARDING ITS PURPOSE—THE 

P R E S E R V A T I O N  C L A S S - T H E  

PENITENTS—T H E MAGDALENS 

—THE BOOK OF THE BENEFAC

TORS—THE PRESSING NEEDS 

OF THE COMMUNITY. 

(Written Specially for The Catholic 

Bulletin.) 
?• 

FORTUNE F0R_P0LISH CHURCH 
NEARLY A MILLION IN PROSPECT 

FOR ST. ADALBERT'S CHURCH, 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 

The Polish parish of St. Adalbert, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., will become the 
beneficiary of a gift of nearly a million 
dollars, if efforts of lawyers to locate 
a lost estate prove successful. Be
hind the proposed gift is an unusual 
story. In the beginning of the year 
1831, a native of Poland came to this 
country, and after many years he 
amassed a fortune, which he left, at 
his death in 1860, to five heirs-at-law. 
For some reason the heirs, who lived 
in Poland, failed to make their claim 
against the estate good and it was lost 
to them. Now, one of the descendants 
of the heirs has written the Rev. Cas-
imir Skory, pastor of St. Adalbert 
Church, offering him one-half the es
tate, which is valued at $2,000,000, if 
he will aid in its recovery, as the 
heir himself has not the means to en
gage lawyers. 

IFF KWFNUDIi IMS 
FRENCH PRIEST IN CHARGE OF 

THE SPIRITUAL WELFARE OF 

NORTH ATLANTIC FISHERMEN 

—THE WORK OF A FRENCH MIS

SION. 

A French priest, Father Yves 
Hamon, is the director of the French 
Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen which 
ministers to the fishermen during the 
season in the North Atlantic. A re
port of his work says that it was 
started among the cod fishermen off 
Newfoundland eighteen years ago 
with one small ship and a handful of 
enthusiastic followers. From a small 
sailing vessel, the St. Pierre, which 
carried Father Hamon and a crew of 
six and which made only occasional 
voyages among the great fleet of fish
ermen, the venerable French priest 
has extended his field of operations 
gradually until today the society has 
two large steamships making numer
ous calls among 18,000 men. Father 
Hamon's headquarters are at St. 
Pierre, Miquelon, Newfoundland, and 
he has direct charge of the large ves
sel, the St. Francois d'Assise, which 
plies continually between St, Pierre 
and the Grand Banks. The ship is 
600 tons, carries a crew of 27 men, and 
has a hospital with 36 beds. Its 
work lies only off Newfoundland, and 
it is prepared to meet any emergency 
of disease or disaster. 

How many ire these, even among 
the Catholics of SL Paul, who are 
aware of the fact that, on May 21, 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd will 
round out the forty-fifth anniversary 
of their residence in this city? And 
yet, such is the case. For almost 
half a century they have carried on 
their noble work of charity, minister
ing to the temporal and spiritual needs 
of girls and young women who have 
wandered from the path of virtue, 
reclaiming many through the per
suasive influence of a charity and help
fulness that know no bounds, and lead
ing a favored few to heights of holi
ness which the world deems impos
sible of attainment by those who have 
fallen even to the lowest depths of 
misery and sin. 

It seems strange that a religious 
community engaged in such a noble 
work without compensation and with
out regard to class, condition or creed, 
should be so little known to the people 
among whom they live and labor. 
While the Sisters seek no earthy re
ward or recognition, the fruit of their 
labors should speak more eloquently 
than words to the beneficiaries of their 
activity; and yet, few know the work 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd are 
doing and fewer still appreciate it at 
its true value. 

Although the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd belong to a comparatively 
young community, they number 7,955 
religious and have 255 houses through
out the world with a total of 50,823 
inmates. The parent institute, known 
as "Our Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd of Angers," received eccles
iastical approbation on April 3, 1835, 
from Pope Gregory XVI. It is a 
branch, or outgrowth, of the Order 
of "Our Lady of Charity of the Ref
uge" founded by the Blessed John 
Eudes at Caen, France, in 1641. The 
distinction between the primitive 
order and its offspring is one of ad
ministration only. In the former, each 
house or foundation is independent, 
while in the latter there is a Mother-
house with' which the subordinate 
houses are affiliated. The Mother 
house at Angers was founded in 1829 
by the Venerable Mother Mary Eu
phrasia Pelletier, who governed the in
stitute as its first Mother General for 
thirty-three years prior to her death 
on April 29, 1868. 

Established in St. Paul Since 1868. 

One of the last acts of her holy 
career was to approve the establish
ment of a House of the Good Shep
herd in the Diocese of St. Paul and to 
name its Superioress. 'The application 
was sent to her through Mother Mary 
of the Sacred Heart Tourville, of the 
St. Louis Provincial House, acting on 
representations made by the present 
Archbishop of St. Paul, then Father 
Ireland. Immediately thereafter prep
arations were made, and soon the 
little band of missionary Sisters des
tined to inaugurate the work of the 
Good Shepherd in St. Paul was en 
route for the new field of labor. There 
were four in all: Sister Mary of St. 
Bernard Flinn; Sister Mary of St. 
Dosithea Hayes; Sister Mary of St. 
Francis de Sales Carey; Sister Mary 
of St. Gabriel Corrigan. They reach
ed their destination on May 19, 1868, 
and two days later they opened their 
first institute in a modest eight-room 
frame building on the corner of Smith 
Avenue and Fort Street Hence, on 
the twenty-first of this month they 
will have completed forty-five years 
of continual existence in this city. 

Growth of the Order. 

The first home of the community 
soon proved too small to accommodate 
the Sisters and their charges. A site 
was purchased on Wilkin Street 
overlooking the Mississippi River. 
The stone building on it was remodel
led and renovated and served to house 
the Sisters and their wards for nine 
years. At the end of that time still 
larger quarters became imperative. 
The Sisters sold their property to the 
Little Sisters of the Poor and pur
chased the present site of their 
magnificent convent which Is lo
cated on a high knoll at the inter
section of Milton and Blair Streets. 
That portion of the building now used 
for the reformatory was first erected 
and served as the temporary home of 
the Sisters and their charges. Later 
on, the main building and chapel were 
constructed and are now occupied by 
the Community and the Magdalens. A 
separate building, erected for the 
children of the preservation class,- is 
still occupied by them. A Novitiate 
was soon opened and in a very few 

years the Convent became the Mother-
house of the Province of St. Paul with 
Mother Mary of St. Bernard its first 
Provincial. Under its jurisdiction 
there are at present seven houses of 
the order located in Portland, Denver, 
Helena, Seattle, Omaha, Dubuque and 
Spokane. 

Supernatural Character of the Work. 

Even among Catholics the beneficent 
purpose of the House of the Good 
Shepherd is but imperfectly under
stood and, consequently, not appreci
ated at its real worth as a potent 
agency in social reform work. Daily 
experience proves that, outside a lim
ited circle of friends of the Com
munity, little or nothing is known of 
its true character. After forty-five 
years of unceasing labor in uplifting 
the fallen it should not be necessary 
to dwell at length upon the sublime 
heroism and truly Christian work of 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. One 
of the reasons why this most deserv
ing of charitable institutions is not 
better known is, no doubt, on 
account of the supernatural character 
of its work which shuns the public 
gaze and seeks not the applause of 
men. The Sisters are content to live 
in obscurity, happy in the knowledge 
that their efforts and sacrifices are 
known to Him Who rewards a hun
dred-fold the giving of a cup of cold 
water to a disciple in His name. And 
yet, no more meritorious work for 
social welfare has been carried on in 
St. Paul during the past half century 
than that of the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd. 

Mistaken Notions. 

To the majority of people a men
tion of their work calls up visions of 
a prison house where female offenders 
against the laws which govern social 
propriety and decency are compelled 
by the civil authorities to serve a 
certain time. Others look upon it as 
a kind of hospital where unfortunate 
women, worn out by dissipation, go to 
regain their- shattered health and 
strength and then return to their evil 
ways. Others again believe that the 
inmates are permitted to lead idle, 
useless lives; while not a few think 
that the wretched women consigned to 
the care of the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd are unlawfully detained and 
over-worked or made to labor without 
remuneration. All these mistaken no
tions of the aim and purpose of the 
House of the Good Shepherd have 
prevented the Sisters from receiving 
that loyal support and generous co
operation which would have made 
their work even more effective than 
it has been. Notwithstanding the dif
ficulties which they have had to con
tend with, they have made wonderful 
progress, and if the good they have ac
complished in the way of rescuing 
from lives of shame those who have 
fallen by the wayside were more fully 
known the public at large would hail 
them as the noblest benefactors of 
helpless womankind. 

The Professed Sisters. _ 

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
lead a life of prayer and labor and 
self-denial in community. The profess
ed Sisters, with the exception of the 
outdoor Sisters, are cloistered, that is 
to say, they never leave the enclosure 
of the convent except in cases of ab
solute necessity which occur only at 
the rarest intervals. The business 
dealings of the Community with the 
outside world are attended to by the 
outdoor Sisters acting under the direc
tion of the Superioress. They dress 
in black while the cloistered Sisters 
dress in white. There is one abso
lutely necessary qualification for mem
bership among the professed Sisters 
and that is an untarnished reputation 
in the applicant for admission and 
freedom from any moral stain in her 
immediate female relatives. The rea
son for mentioning this qualification is 
that some people are under the im
pression that when penitent women 
are thoroughly reformed they are 
sometimes admitted into the Commun
ity as professed Sisters. No matter 
what qualifications of birth, fortune or 
education a fallen woman may possess 
she can never become a professed 
Sister. Should she desire to devote 
her life to religion, other provisions 
are made for her. 

Primary Purpose of the Institute. 

The House of the Good Shepherd is 
primarily an institute for the reclamar 
tion of women and girls who, follow
ing the allurement of the world, and 
the inclinations of a weak moral 
nature, go astray from the path of 
virtue and at length find themselves 
engulfed in the quagmire of habitual 
vice whence they are powerless to ex
tricate themselves without the aid of 
a helping hand. This is extended by 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
whose protective garb of purity and 
charity safeguards them against the 
danger of being dragged down to the 
mire from which they would rescue 
their perishing proteges. To this 
work the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
in St. Paul and elsewhere devote their 
lives, their talents and energy, as well 
as whatever fortune Providence may 
have endowed them with. 
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