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collected a heritage for the poor. 
This earne heritage had been seized 
Id other parts o£ Europe some two 
hundred and fifty years previously 
just according as the revolt against 
the Church prevailed. Christian 
charity, therefore, is not modern. 

Aim of Christian Charity. 

In the second place, Christian char
ity aims directly at the benefit of the 
individual and through the betterment 
of the individual at the betterment of 
the State, and the uplift of humanity. 
Each individual is capable of glorify-
ing Cod forever, is redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ, is made into 
the image of Cod. It is just as wicked 
to trample upon a crucifix oj wodd as 
-upon a crucifix of ivory or of gold. 
In the same way we cannot despise or 
maim or kill off for the sake of the 
god. humanity, the weaklings of the 
race. These are often more precious 
in the sight of God than many vigor
ous and sound "good citizens," and 
far exceed the latter In the exercise 
of virtue, as Mother Mary Alphonsa 
testifies. Rut even at the worst they 
are made into the image of Cod and 
must be treated with reverence. Nay. 
they miist be treated with that love 
•with which God treats them. "To 
whom shall I have respect," says the 
Lord through His prophet, "to whom 
shall 1 have respect but to him who 
is. poor and little and contrite of 
heart?" Therefore. Christian charity 
in the strict and the broad sense of 
the term must be always deeply re
ligious. "We have never encouraged 
Catholics to form associations fci the 
assistance of the poor," says Leo 
XIII." without at 'the same time warn
ing them that such things must be 
attempted only under the auspices of: 
l'eligion, she jgeing at once helpmate 
and companion." 

Take away God and Ills rights and 
yflii take away man and his lights. 
You open the door to all the crushing 
inhumanities of the science-driven ma
chine. No doubt you ladies of the 
Guild have found that your work, 
then, had markedly good results when 
you were able to clear the ashes 
from the dying embers and cause re
ligion to flame up once more in the 
hearts of your protegees. In our 
Catholic institutions the results of re-
ligiofi are plainly visible. The aged 
become saints, the incurables mar
tyrs; fallen women return to spend 

^ their lives and end their days in holy 
and happy repentance; we have 
priests anil bishops graduates from 
our orphan •asylums; and when our 
charges imbibe the religious atmos
phere of these institutions they be
come automatically the best of citi
zens. We hold that religion, instead 
of being eliminated, should be consti
tuted the great factor of reform, and 
that drastic measures, if used at all, 
should be used with extreme caution 
and moderation. 

Solid Christian Benefits. 

Christian charity, in the third plaice, 
benefits the worker, not temporarily 
or financially, but eternally and spir
itually. I need not enlarge on the 
merit of at! social service done for 
God's sake. "He who giveth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord." I need 
only say: Blessed are those who have 
such a Debtor. But what an exercise 
of self-condemnation we can find in 
the improvident—an exercise that we 
should not fail on all occasions to 

'•.turn to account. 
The poor, who, shiftless and bedrag

gled after squandering wealth and 
health, knock at our doors, are but a 
picture of ourselves before the 
Throne of God. There is not a 
charge of prodigality, that we can 
bring in one sense against them, but 
that in a higher sense with more 
rigor. Divine Justice can bring against 
us. If We resent their squanderings 
of the things of earth, how much 
more Will Divine Justice resent our 
squanderings of grace and light and 
mercy,—the things of Heaven! Their 
goods were their own and they were 
insignificant in value; but the goods 
•we squander are God's, and they are 

^priceless. The poor are often shift-
. less, indeed, but what economy have 

•we made of Heaven's favors? They 
are often bedraggled, but what is the 
condition of that robe of innocence 
•which we received in Baptism? They 
are appareled in torn and frayed gar
ments, but what is the condition of 
our habits of prayer and of faith? In 
bloated cheek and sodden eye -they 
often present marks of corporal dis
sipation, but what spiritual maladies 
do we not present before Him, in 
whose presence the. angels arc not 
pure? 

Can there be anything in worse 
form than as improvident mendicants 
t6 present ourselves daily before the 
Throne of Grace and then to turn 
out the poor beggar and with bitter 
•words reproach him for his dissipa
tion and improvidence? "In thy good 
deeds," says the Holy Spirit, "make 
no complaint, and when thou givest 
anything add not grief by an evil 
word." Nowhere in Scripture do we 
find that the manner of life of the 
poor conditions the obligation of alms 
deeds. On the contrary, unless we 
use gentleness and mercy with, the 
dissipated and improvident, we shall 
have to hear the judgment: "Thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all. the 
debt." They in cold and hunger, 

' homeless and loveless, have punish
ment enough, and in any case it is 
not for us to punish them. It is writ
ten: ' "He that oppresseth a poor 
man upbraideth his Maker." For 
such reasons saintly men and women 
without system often bestowed for-
ttiiies in a day. It may be that their 
Very lack of system was in the field of 
charity the best system. If you want 
to see grouches go to a city hospital 
or a county poorhouse, where every
thing is systematized; if you want to 
hear anyone abused, listen to the 
opinion people so often have of the 
systematic workers. Yet it is not. sys
tem, but system without love that is 

' ' 1 HMi„n i* • 
aim, more unselfish in work, and pro
ceeds on the principles of right-rea
son and faith. It regards man, not in 
the light of a few sciences, but in the 
light of all, of which he is the sub
ject. The profane sciences are prop
erly held in check by the sacred and 
kept from extravagant conclusions. 

Just because State charity is astray 
in. doctrine and deficient in religion, 
Christian charity must make up as 
far as it is possible for this deficiency. 
All State institutions should be pro
vided in the most assiduous manner 
with all the helps of religion. Oh the 
other band, if there is anything help
ful and stimulating in new methods 
of caring for the Indigent, it should, 
where possible, be adopted by us. 
While we should have a closed mind 
to godless principles, we should have 
an open mind for whatever is oppor
tune owing to the change of times, 
whether atheists have adopted it be
fore us or not. Whatever, therefore, 
will make for better organization and 
higher efficiency should be welcomed. 
Accordingly, charity workers should 
be well versed in the fundamentals of 
hygiene, and especially be able to 
advise on what, carries infection and 
contagion. To ridicule the danger of 
the hou^-fly is a sure sign of ignorant 
bigotry. To ignore the danger from 
spoiled food or contaminated milk or 
stuffy rooms, or too much clothing; 

to disregard the laws of quarantine 
would be a sure sign of incapacity for 
charity-work. You will find cases in 
which incompetency leads to drudgery 
and drudgery to discouragement. For 
such cases training in some simple 
craft may beget a new vision of life 
that will go far towards reform. 

In the manner of publicity much 
more might be done to stir up the 
Catholic public to the urgency at 
present of a revival of the age-long 
tradition of Catholics in* effective so
cial work. Visits to our institutions 
should be made by committees compe
tent to see the good work done and 
to make it known to our people. Cath
olics will be more willing to help your 
special work if somehow they see it 
alongside of the vast religious, edu
cational and institutional work which 
•they are doing. The best way to get 
people to do more is to acknowledge 
generously what they have already 
done. Necessity may compel yon to 
employ specialists, but only those 
should be employed whose hearts are 
in the work, not merely professionally, 
but-'in a Christian way. In these and 
similar ways you can make your char
ity all that true science demands and 
true religion prescribes. As individ
uals you will observe the law of 
Christ, "when thou dost alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doth"; as a society you will ob
serve that other law, "So let your 
light shine before men that they may 
see your good works and glorify your 
Father, who is in Heaven." 

at fatitti. 

>: Those two charities are, therefore, 
ifgjtirely different. The ,Christian, is 
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(For All Teaching Sisters) 

By Daniel E. Doran. 

O Virgfh mother blest;; 
Highest and holiest, 

Chaste warden of the wondrous Word of God; 
Inflame our hearts to raise 
This day in grateful praise 

One prayer to heaven's gate; 
Look down on us this day, 
In this thy month of May, 

Look down upon this earth that Jfesus trad 
And hear us as we supplicating pray 

And cry importunate. 
fc 

Not for ourselves alone, O Queen of heaven's eotirt, 
Do we lift up this prayer unto thy throne, 

Not for ourselves alone, * 
But ah, for those whom He lias given'us, 

To shelter and support, 
You know whose love it is has driven us, 

To teach His' holy name, % 
You know His secrets who has bid ur 
Our lives that these chaste souls may learn to live, 

For He is still the same , 
That welcomed little children to His side; 
And these our little ones are not less dear, 
Than those for whom the blessed Jesus cried, 
"Nay, bid them come to me and not to fear!" 

Do you remember, Queen, those happy days 
At Nazareth, when Jesus was a child, 

And how He strove with little childish ways, 
To please you, while you looked at Him and smiled 

To think that this sweet-tempered, willing Boy, 
Who pondered o'er the ancient Hebrew scrolls, 

Was sent by God to fill the world with joy, 
And open heaven'^ gates to child-like souls? 

Da you remember that first Christian school, 
Whose only pupil was God's only Son? 

Small need was there, O Queen, for book or rule, 
When little Jesus' lessons were Jtegun, 

For in those tender eyfes, ' 
Visions of Paradise, 

Shone forth to light the gentle scholar's face, 
And thou were glad to see, 
The Child beside thy knee, 

Advance each day in wisdom, age and 

And these our children here, 
Shall they not seem more dear, 

Because we know that Jesus from above 
Still showers them with love? 

Ah, yes, sweet Queen, we know this day they share 
^ Thy tender loving care, 

And*^$e who strive to mould each childish aim* 
1 " Are only servants in thy holy n&Bke. 
We know our weaknesses, be thou our strength; 
Yea, shelter and enfold us till at length, 
Urged on by love for Jesus crucified, ~ 
We bring thy tender lamblings to the gftte, 

Sheltered and safe from sin, " 
Then, grant, O Queen, that we wbo watch and watt, 

We, too, may enter in! 
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"DIES IRAE" SUNG IN ALL MASSES 
FOR DEAD. 

The "Dies Irae," sung in all Masses 
for the dead, was written by Thomas 
of Celano, one of the followers of the 
Seraphic Saint Francis. Thomas, 
who lived about 1200-1255, wrote val
uable prose works on the life of the 
holy founder, and was likewise favored 
with the gift of poetry. One of his 
hymns, "Sanctitatis Nova Signa," is 
used as a sequence in the Mass for 
St. Francis Day. The "Dies Irae" pic
tures the Day of Doom and voices the 
emotions aroused by that subject in 
the Christian Heart,-' , •*' 

. . • i 
It is a masterpiece dt poetry, says 

the Franciscan Herald. Great liter
ary men like Dryden, Johnson, Goethe, 
Scott, and Macaulay, have expressed 
their appreciation of- it. The hymnol-
ogist Daniel calls it "the greatest 
glory of sacred poetry, the most val
uable treasure of the Latin Church." 
Saintsbury refers to it as "the great
est of all hymns, and one of, the great
est of all poems." 

The hymn has 19 stanzas. All who 
have heard it sung in Requiem Mass
es will be interested rin tJjje Eijglig.h 
translation as lollop J r 

1. 
Day of wrath and doom impending,. 
Heav<?ft* p.nd earth' U* ashes rending^ 

u . 2. 
Oh what fear man's bosom rendeth, 
When from Heaven the Judge de-

scendeth. 
On whose judgment all dependeth! 

3. 
Wondrous sound the trumpet flingeth 
Through earth's sepiilchres it ringeth 
All before the throne it bringeth. 

4. . 
Death is struck and nature quaking, 
All creation is awaking v 

To the Judge an answer inaking. 

5. 
Lo! the Book exactly worded, 
Wherein all hath been recorded, 
Thence shall judgment be awarded. 

. 6. -

When the Judge His seat attaineth, 
And each hidden deed arraigneth, c 
Nothing unavenged remaineth. 

' -v.: 7-
What shall I, .frail man, be pleading? 
Who for me be interceding. 
When the just are mercy needing? 

8. 
King of majesty tremendous, 
Who dost free salvation send up, 
Fount of pity, Thou befriend us. 

9 .  ' }  ; • :  

Think, khid Jesus, my salvation 
Caused Thy wondrous Incarnation, 
Leave rae not to reprobation. 

10. 
Faint and weary Thou hast sought me, 
On ib? croat of tufferlag taugbt 
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Shall such grace be vainly broijght 
me? 

r. • u.t ' 1 

Righteous Judge, for sill's pollution 
Grant Thy gift of absolution 
Ere that day of retribution « 

12. 
Guilty now I pour my moaning, J 
All my shame with anguish owning; 
Spare, O God, Thy suppliant groaning, 

' - • 13. 
Thou who Magdalen hast shriven, t 

And the robber promised Heaven, //. 
Hope to me hast also given. V 

14. 
Worthless are my prayers, and sighing, 
Yet, good Lord, in grace complying, 
Rescue me from fires undying. 

v .. 15. ; • 
With Thy favored sheep O place me, 
Nor among the goats abase me, 
But to Thy right hand upraise me. ,, 

•: 10. • -J 
When the wicked are confounded, 
Doomed to flames of woe unbounded, 
Call me with Thy Saints surrounded. 

17. • 
I entreat, bowed in subpiission. 
Stirred within by deep contrition, 
Help me in my last condition. f 

18. f" ; 
Ah! that'day of tears*'and 'moUrniitg 
When from dust of earth returning. 
Man for judgment must prepare him, 
Spare, O God, in mercy syare -fcrnU. 

19. . a . -
Lord, all pitying, Jesu blest, _ 
Grant them ¥hine eternal rest* 

JOHN BARRY, GOOD FIGHTER 
AND GOOD CHRISTIAN. 

Notable among the patriotic Catho
lics who fought to gain freedom for 
Ihe American colonies stands Captain 
John Barry, a nat ive 'of County Wex
ford, Ireland, who is styled by many 
the "Father of the American Navy." 
The exploits of this courageous and 
skillful commander furnish one of thip 
most brilliant chapters in Amerieaji' 
naval history. , ' 

Barry was born in 1745, and came 
to the United States in 1760. He fol-

the tw 44s ao4t 

when the . Continental Congress, on 
October 13, 1775, authorized the pur
chase of two vessels for the foundation 
of the Continental Navy, offered his 
services. He was assigned to the 
command of the Lexington, tht' first 
vessel purchased. His commission, 
dated December 7, 1775, was the first 
issued by the Marine Committee of 
the Continental Congress. . 

As commander of the Effingham, 2$ 
guns, he brought into Philadelphia, on 
April 11, 1776, the first British war 
vessel to be captured and brought to 
that city by a commissioned Conti
nental naval officer. 

His most brilliant exploits, Howev
er, were those carried out as com
mander of the Alliance, 36 guns, in 
which he made two trips to Prance. 
On the first trip, for which he left 
Boston on February 11, 1781, he had 
as passenger Col. St. John Laurens, 
special commissioner to the French 
government: On the return trip he 
captured the brigs Mars, 22 guns, and 
Minerva, 1<) guns. Later he came off 
successful from an engagement with 
the Atlanta, 16 guns, and the Trepas-
sey, 14 guns, compelling them to low
er their colors after a hard fight, in 
which Barry, himself, was severely 
wounded b^, grapeshot. /= 

He. sailed for France a-seeond Uimi 
in the Alliance with the Marquis de 
Lafayette as passenger. Following his 
return to New London, he set forth on 
the most successful cruise of the war, 
a cruise that; proved a veritable 
scourge to British commerce and in 
which he captured prizes valued at 
more than $1),000,000. Barry's last en
gagement on' this voyage was the final 
conflict of the Revolutionary War. He 
encountered the British frigate Sy-
ville,-38 guns, and after a fight of 
forty-five minutes, compelled her to 
draw off and join two other vessels 
in whose company she had been. 

Following the successful conclusion 
«f the; revolutionary stjuggle, the A1-; 
liane© was sold and the country was-
without a navy until March .27, 1794, 
when- the United States Navy was 
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gress, and six captains were appointed 
by .President George Washington. 
Barry's name headed the list and he 
thus became ranking officer. 

At the end of his active service at 
sea, Barry retired to Philadelphia, 
where he died September 13, 1803. His 
body lies in the graveyard of St. 
Mary's Church. His private life as a 
Catholic is declared to have been as 
exemplary as his public career was 
notable. In 1906 Congress passed a 
bill for $50,000 to erect a monument 
to his memory in Franklin Square, 
Washington, D, C. 

v AN IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY, 

Striking ceremonies took place re
cently in Rome, in the Catacombs of 
Comodilla, when the annual com-
memoratiori was celebrated in these 
catacombs by the Collegium Cultorum 
Martyrum; 

These exercises were impressive in 
fe special manner, recalling as tfiey 
(did the great events of Christian his
tory which have taken place df old 
fn the Catacombs. The rites them
selves can Conjure up in the imagi
nation of the modern beholder a pic
ture of many a Christian service of 
the ancient times when the Church 
was persecuted with terrible acourg-
ings. 

On. the occasion of the commemo
ration, Solemn Mass ip the Greek Rite 
was celebrated in the crypt in the 
morning. The Schola Cantorum of 
the Greek Seminary performed the 
liturgical music, so impressive any
where, but so especially so in these 
surroundings and under the condi
tions, of the commemoration. 

A large -number of distinguished ec
clesiastics1 and lay folk assisted at 
the memorable exercises. In addition 
to the-'services 'of the occasion, the 
noted archaeologist, Professor Maruc-
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and afternoon on the crypt and on 
the catacombs. The words of the em
inent lecturer gave a vivid insight 
into many a detail of these historic 
places. He is well knowii as anr au-
thority on his subject. 

After the second lecture a solemn 
procession, with the singing of the 
Litanies of the Saints, wended its way 
along the galleries of the cemetery. 
This was another particularly impres
sive feature of the observance. ' 

Special interest centers in the Cat
acombs of Comodilla becbuse of their 
history in recent times. They tire lo
cated on the Via Sette Chiese. 

They were discovered early in 1700, 
but no excavations were undertaken 
at that time, and the traces of them 
were soon lost. It was not until 1904 
that they were again revealed, thanks 
to the work of the Commission of 
Sacred Archaeology, which carried 
out highly important excavations. 
And they were well worth while, as 
results showed. 

The galleries were -found to be 
among the •best preserved in Rome, 
and in many "locnli" the bones of tho 
first Martyrs still repose. The paint
ings in the crypt are in an excellent 
state of preservation, including a very 
beautiful picture of the Blessed Vir
gin. 
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