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Dr. Montague Lomax, the fa
mous London alienist, recently de-, 
lared it as bis opinion that 

some cases of so-called insanity 
are instances of diabolical posses
sion or obsession, says the Echo. 

"many cases, especially of 
epilepsy, acute mania and melan
cholia, the sub-conscious mind of 
the madman is not uncontrolled, 
is most persons think, but is con
trolled by an evil obsessing, a dis-
arnate entity, or demoniacal pos

session. If this entity is exorcised 
by solemn prayer, we shall have 
a healing and remedial factor of 
jreat and unsuspected potency in 

these mental emotional diseases 
we call insanity, as well as in 
those diseases of the soul which 
theologians call sin." It is note
worthy that this unbelieving 
scientist falls back upon the an
cient Catholic practice of exor
cizing evil spirits. 
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0ne sometimes "wonders what 
particular deviltry a liar would 
indulge in were he deprived of 
his tongue. 

The Ku Klux has been told to 
go home and behave itself. It will 
probably hibernate now for a time 
until some fanatic again summons 
it to action. 

The chief happiness of Christ
mas morn should be the uniting 
with Him who made this day pos
sible. That union is effected in 
Iloly Communion. 

The priest is privileged to say 
three Masses on the day of Christ's 
Xativitv. Should not the faithful 
endeavor to emulate this, bv1 as
sisting at three Masses, where pos 
sible, on that blessed day? 

The "Universe," of "London, in 
a recent issue, gives its correspon
dent a few simple rules. The fol
lowing ones, which we heartily 
endorse, are interesting: ~ 

"1. The more concise items of 
news are the more items can be 
got into the paper. Cut out every
thing that is not direct and neces
sary. 

' 2. The earlier news comes in. 
the more opportunity is there for 
its careful consideration and lib
eral treatment. Do not send for 
Tuesday what might have been 
sent for Monday, or for Wednes
day what might have been sent 
for Tuesday. The first post 011 
Wednesday is the latest foi1 that 
week. But there is 110 need to 
wait till then. 

' 3. At certain times every
body is cToing and saying the 
same thing. This need not be 
hronicled separately for forty or 

fifty parishes, unless there is 
something very remarkable in the 
manner of its doing or saying. 

'4. Remember that every 
function is impressive, every ser
mon eloquent, every lecture able, 
every speech happy, every artist 
brilliant, every layman inde
fatigable, and every pastor popu
lar—as well as beloved. So there 
is no need to say so." n 

Taking the human racte by and 
large, the so-called middle class is 
perhaps the most decent, law 
abiding and unselfish of the vari
ous strata. The poor are often 
driven to wrong-doing bv their 
iniserv. 

Capital and Labor are trying to 
Arrange a 5-5-3 program with the 
public on the short end. That is 
equivalent to a 10-3 proposition 
against the patient public: at 
least, it works out that way in 
practice. 

The pious North holds up its 
pure hailds in holy horror at the 
tales of Southern lynching. Just 
what do the benighted Southern
ers hold up when they read of the 
murderous bandits that infest 
every city of the North! 

Law is not always justice. What 
kind of justice is it which permits 
the exploitation of tender children 
in shop and Victory; which allows 
a drunken murderer in a wild auto 
to go free with a slight punish 
ment; which sends a professional 
"slugger" to the workhouse for a 
few days after he has maliciously 
shortened the life of an innocent 
victim; which—Oh, what's the 
use. Law is very often not even 
a semblance of justice. 

. There are many reasons upon 
which is based the slogan—Do 
your Christmas shopping early 
There is none that takes prece 
dence over the consideration that 
is due the girl behind the coun 
ter. Now is the time to lift some 
of the burdens from her shoul 
ders. Christmas belongs to her as 
much as it does to those she 
serves. She, should not be left a 
wreck on the greatest day of the 
year as a result of the inconsider 
ate thoughtlessness of others 
There is one way to treat her 
fairly. Do your shopping now. 

Boston has always set the fash 
i«4i in public sqjiool matters, notes 
this Citizen. Courses of study and 
text books adopted in Boston 
have been copied by the public 
schools of other cities with little 
question. Educational changes 
with Boston's approval, are 

..eagerly accepted. The dicta of 
Boston educators are most author 
itative. We trust that those 
bucolic school districts which 
turn. down competent applicants 
for teachers' positions because it 
is discovered that said applicants 
are Catholics, will now take no
tice that Boston's previous super 
iptendent of schools (Thompson) 
was a Catholic; and the present 
head of -her sehoM--^system 
XBurke), is a Catholic. 

will come in with clean hands, and 
they will find men generous 
enough to forgive. A united Ire
land will soon forge to the front, 
happy, peaceful and prosperous. 

TRUE CATHOLIC WOMEN. 

THE IRISH FREE STATE. 

With lightning swiftness came 
the news last Tuesday that in the 
small horn's of the morning, when 
all the earth was still and men 
were at rest, the seven-century-old 
conflict between England and Ire
land suddenly came to a close. 
Peace seemed ready the previous 
day to flutter off to parts un
known: but the magic hour had 
arrived, and she settled down 
calmly in the midst of the battling 
statesmen. Forgotten for the mo
ment was the terrible nightmare 
of horror and suffering that glow
ered like an evil thing over the 
hearts and souls of faithful Irish
men for seven hundred years. So 
unexpected was the outcome that 
it will take some time to realize 
to the full the vast import of this 
momentous victory. 

Is it not perhaps the hour in 
which to write the epitaph of the 
fearless Emmett? He died that 
this hour might be hastened. 

Vceording to the terms of agree
ment as published in the press, 
Ireland is henceforth to take her 
stand with the free states of the 
British empire. She is like a son 
who_ has married, set up his own 
home, but who still will stand by 
the old folks in time of need. It 
is not all that Erin demanded: it 
is all that, humanly speaking, she 
could 'hope to attain. Under nor
mal conditions, it was not possible 
for England to let go entirely her 
hold upon the Irish; this, too, 
whether one considers England's 
stand just or unjust—and it sure
ly is not just. On the one hand, 
Lloyd George is satisfied to have 
the Irish swear allegiance in some 
form or other to British power; 
on tire other, the Irish save their 
pride by admitting fealty to "the 
empire" while retaining their 
title to a "free state." 

Even" friend of Ireland the 
world over will now rest happv 
that the indomitable people has 
received a meed of justice. It 
seems that the country at large 
will ratify the action of its dele
gates, although minor changes 
may enter into the final terms of 
agreement. The fact, however, re 
mains, that Ireland no longer will 
be the shambles it has been for 
centuries, the dumping ground of 
the offal from English prisons, the 
paradise of the murdei^ under 
English colors. 

A Te Deum of gratitude should 
arise from every Irish heart in 
whatever corner of the earth it is 
to be found. Ireland has prayec 
hard, and God has heard the pray
er. Those who have stood by Ire
land in her time of sorrow may 
now rejoice: those who, both at 
home and abroad, ridiculed her 
claims, may now close their 
mouths forever. 

The narrow, contemptible bigots 
of Ulster will have an opportunity 
to meditate on the effects of their 
cruelty. The text of their mus
ings is furnished by the Belfast 
politicians, who exclaimed, on 
hearing the news: "Where do we 
come in?" If they are wise they 

The womanhood that has ever 
been known as truly Catholic al
ways has stood as a challenge to 
the world. From the very mo
ment when Adam and Eve with 
bowed heads and humiliated 
spirits walked forth from Eden, 
there has been a standard varia
ble and elastic in regard to woman
hood. The primitive pagan and 
his later successor considered her 
in terms of mere property—to be 
used or enjoyed, as slave or para
mour—and then cast aside. Here 
and there, a*i in certain Roman 
and Greek periods, woman attain
ed a position of honor, although 
frequently her morals wrere no 
consideration or bar from the5 

esteem of even the learned. 
The Hebrew held the woman

hood of his nation as something 
saered. From her ranks was to is
sue the coming Messias; hence the 
purity of the strain was upheld at 
all costs, while a violation thereof 
usually meant death to the unfor
tunate female. Among the Jews 
the family was closely guarded, 
and family life presented the 
sweetness and decorum of a bless
ed state wherein each member is 
united by bonds of love to all the 
others. 

Christianity intensified and ele
vated even the Jewish ideal. Wom
an was to be not only a mother: 
she could soar with honor to the 
heights of consecrated virginity. 
Mary combined in her own person 
the quintessence of each state, and 
she has remained the exemplar of 
both. Agnes, Domitilla, Cather
ine, with a host of others, stood 
forth as types of highest perfec
tion, something unknown to the 
Old Law. The myfiads of virgin 
followers of these early heroines 
have upheld the virtue of purity 
before a world that has gloated 
and wallowed in moral filth from 
the debaucheries of Nero down to 
the cesspools of so-called birth 
controllers. 

If God desires the race to con
tinue, as He surely does, and if 
woman is the means thereto, then 
it follows that woman must ever 
•emain a fit and appropriate me
dium for the fulfillment of that 
law. Her person and her status 
must be surrounded by all those 
forms of protection that will 
guard her dignity, that will pre
serve her from the moral ma
rauder, and that will permit her 
to be the honored mother of in
telligent men, not merely the pas
sive agent in an animal world. 
Her dignity as mother, real or 
potential, must equal at least that 
of the greatest man on earth, fer 
without her co-operation and suf
fering there cannot appear a sin
gle human being in this world. 

Now, Christianity surrounds 
woman with all the powers of re
ligion. It demands that she be 
honored and respected by every 
human being. It forbids under 
horrible penalties the violation of 
the rights that belong to her as 
the mother of the race. It wel
comes everything that will tend to 
robe her in the habiliments of hon
orable decorum, and it forges 
bands of steel to restrain the sev
ering of the bonds of marriage. 

Woman today has achieved 
what is called political freedom. 
She can go forth and express by 
the vote her preference for this 
or that candidate. She can even 
sit in the councils of the com 
munity of the nation and make 
her voice heard authoritatively in 
the halls of legislation. The Cath
olic Church never has suggested 
this advance: she has not even 
sanctioned the movement aiming 
at this apparent disfranchisement, 
although after the accomplished 
fact Cathelie women have been 
urged to use the power given 
them, lest perchance they be over
whelmed by the opponents of their 
rights. 

True Catholic Women: stieh is 
the subjeet for which Benedict XV 
bids us pray during December. 
This type of womanhood em
bodies in her life and actions all 
the beauty and strength, the faith, 
and conservatism that have ever 
marked the noblest of her sisters. 
She remembers that the home de
pends on woman, and that there 
fore her proper sphere, whatever 
may be said to the contrary, is the 
sacred precincts of that home 
True, she may be forced by condi
tions at present to enter mildly 
into the world of civic agitation. 
She may be called upon to take 
even an active part in those things 
that concern her sex and its vari 
ous relations. But the true Cath
olic woman will ever retain the 
dignity that religion has given to 
her. She will eschew those forums 
that are incompatible with her 
status as wife and mother. She 
will frown upon every movement 
that tends to lower or to minimize 
her prerogatives as mother of the 
race. Especially will she severe
ly rebuke and crush out that spirit 
of levity and animalism that 
would seek to impose upon her the 
moral irresponsibility of Jhe stock 
farm. - ' 

The Catholic woman true to her 
name and faith will ever evoke 

the best and noblest that is in 
man. She will impress by her 
modesty, win by her sincerity and 
eventually triumph by the power 
of true love and a willingness to 
sacrifice. Only by so acting will 
she cause her children to rise up 
and call her blessed, her husband 
to honor her, and her God to bend 
"ovingly over her as He places 
upon her brow the crown destined 
for every woman who is true to 
her nature, to her faith and to her 
God. 

Gins lonuiY 
NEARLY FIVE THOUSAND BOOKS 

TO BOSTON SEMINARY. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GIRLS. 

This is a day of organizations. 
Svery person, it seems, belongs to 
one or more societies that aim at 
one common purpose. The in
dividual members benefit by the 
group action of the mafty. The 
Church has not only societies of 
men but organizations of women. 
These bands of intelligent women 
are doing splendid workr in the 
cause of charity, education and 
general welfare. 

Young women, however, seem 
to have been neglected in this re
gard. The opportunities for serv
ice which confront them are 
countless; the girls themselves are 
not only numerous but willing to 
serve if the way be but pointed 
out for them. Many cities' and 
communities have grasped this 
power for good and have wrought 
wonders. Minneapolis has two 
such Catholic organizations: the 
Junior League and the Seton 
Girls. The Barat Club also has 
accomplished great good with its 
limited numbers. 

St. Paul has a relatively larger 
Catholic population than its sister 
city. It has also a welfare unit 
conducted by and for young 
women. This is the Christ Child 
Society, a branch of the national 
organization, which is performing 
innumerable deeds of Christian 
charity throughout the country. 

The Christ Child Society in St. 
Paul has done good and valuable 
work in the past few years. It 
conducts several centers where 
young and old are highly bene
fited from the standpoint of re
ligion and general betterment. It 
teaches catechism to those who 
otherwise would be neglected. It 
distributes clothing, gifts and 
good cheer to many who are in 
need. It is a valued auxiliary to 
the services of religion in the Pre
ventorium, the workhouse and 
other places. 

Now, this society deserves a 
broader field and many additional 
workers. It is anxious to enroll 
as many young women as possible 
throughout the city in order to 
enlarge its philanthropic and 
Christian work. What the Junior 
League and the Seton Girls have 
accomplished in so praiseworthy 
a manner the Christ Child Society 
here aims to do. The needs in this 
city are many and there is little 
doubt that the young women, were 
they aware of this condition, 
would willingly give of their time 
and ability to promote so lauda
ble an enterprise. The Catholic 
Guild here compares favorably 
with any organization of its kind 
in the country. Is it not possible 
to unite the young women in large 
numbers that they too may play 
their part towards the welfare of 
their sisters? U 

It is fervently" hoped that St. 
Paul may soon take its place 
among the leading cities of the 
country in the matter of uplift 
work done by its Catholic young 
women. The pioneers in the cause 
have worked faithfully and nobly, 
and they have achieved solid re
sults. The time has now come for 
a strengthening and extending of 
their forces. The need for such 
endeavor is distinct and crying, as 
almost any pastor in the city can 
attest. Will not our Catholic 
young women arise and seize the 
opportunity for service that makes 
such strong appeal to their better 
nature. Even in this case it is 
more blessed to give than to re
ceive, for the work accompished 
betters and improves and 
strengthens those who zealously 
perform it. 

The Library of St. John's Ecclesi
astical Seminary, Brighton, Mass., has 
been enriched by the addition of 2,000 
rare and valuable books donated by 
the Rev. Nicholas R. Walsh, pastor of 
St. Margaret's parish, Beverly Farms. 

Since his student days in Rome in 
the early 80's, Father Walsh has been 
accumulating the classics of Catholic 
Theology, History and Scripture, 
many of them in the early folio edi
tions, such as grace European libra
ries, but rarely found in America. 

Besides the invaluable collection of 
Father Walsh, the library has receiv
ed during the year, accessions from a 
permanent endowment, established for 
the purpose by a former Seminary 
professor, Rev. Daniel Kelleher, Ph. 
D., pastor of St. Peter's church, Low
ell; 1,800 volumes from the library of 
the late Rev. Michael Dolan of the 
Church of Our Lady, Newton, and a 
legacy of 900 volumes from the libra
ry of Rt. Rev. Hugh J. Smyth, P. R., 
of St. Lawrence's church. New Bed' 
ford. 

HE GOLDEN JUBILEES 
CLERGYMEN TO COMMEMORATE 

FIFTY YEARS IN THE 
PRIESTHOOD. 

Rev F „W. Oberbroeckling, of Lax-. 
emburg, la., pastor of Holy Trinity, 
will celebrate his golden jubilee on 
December 20. He was born at Wester-
loh, Westphalia, in 1844, came to 
America at the age of 12 and made 
his studies at St. Francis, where he 
was ordained on December 20, 1871, 
by Bishop Henni. Nearly all his 
years of priestly life were spent*in 
Luxemburg, Iowa. 

Rev. John Baumann, chaplain at 
the Franciscan Sisters' Convent at Du
buque, and formerly pastor of the Sa
cred Heart, same city, celebrates his 
golden jubilee on, December 21. Father 
Baumann was born February 15, 1846 
at Columbus, O., studied at St. Fran
cis and was ordained on December 
21, 1871t by Bishop Henni. 

Rev. F. W. Longinus, pastor of the 
St. John the Baptiste parish at Potts 
ville, Pa., will celebrate his golden 
jubilee on December 24. He was born 
at Telgte, Westphalia, in 1847. He 
came to America in 1868, completed 
his studieB at the seminary at Over-
brook, Pa., and was ordained on De
cember 23, 1871, by Bishop Wood. 

' * - « 4vfjvir*1 

Declared Venerable on September 11, 
1745, by Pope Benedict XIV—Pro
claimed Blessed in May, 1865, by 
Pope Pius IX—Canonized January 
15, 1888, by Pope Leo XIII—His 
Holiness, Pope Benedict XV, Trans
fers Feast From August 13, Day on 
WJIieh He Died, to November 26. 

JOHMIY KILBANE 6IVES 
SI 0,080 TO CONVENT 

Johnny Kilbane, featherweight box 
ing champion, has made an offering 
of $10,000 to the Sisters of the Hu
mility of Mary, at Villa Marie, New 
Bedford, Pa. The gift was unsolicit
ed, and on that account all the more 
appreciated. 

One of the Sisters at the convent 
is a relative of Kilbane and it was 
through her that the offering was 
made. The champion requested that 
no announcement be made of his gift 

MORE TROUBLE IN EAST 
FRENCH PACT WITH KEMALISTS 

STIRS GOVERNMENT CIRCLE8* 
IN ENGLAND. 

Greek circles in London have giv
en out information that in conse
quence of the pact entered into be
tween the French Foreign Office and 
the Kemalists in Angora, a very se 
rious situation has arisen for the 
Christians in the east. 

In consequence of the withdrawal 
of French troops, numbers of Greek 
and Armenian Christians in Cilicia are 
hastily selling their homes and mak 
ing for western Europe with all pos 
sible speed. Families with means 
have already left; but the poorer 
classes are in a state of panic and be
wilderment. 

The action of the French authorities 
has provoked not a little criticism in 
clerical circles in Great Britain. The 
step of concluding a pact with the 
Kemalists, who are notorious perse 
cutors of the Christian communities 
in the near east, seems entirely out 
of place with the claim of France to 
be the protector of Christian interests 
in the east. 

NOTIE DUE POST 
UNIVERSITY UNIT OF FOREIGN 

WARS VETERANS. 

Priests, brothers, professors and 
students, who have seen service un
der the American flag in the army, 
navy or Marine corps in wars and 
insurrections abroad, have been or 
ganized at the University of Notre 
Dame, to form Post 286 of the Veter 
ans of Foreign Wars. 

According to present information 
the only university post of the organ 
ization in the country is at Notre 
Dame. Almost a hundred eligible 
members are at the university 
Among tile trustees is Paul Castner 
of St. Paul. 

Of the post officers there are three 
priests: Fathers Walsh, McGinn and 
O'Donnell. 

WINS LIBRARY PRIZE 
GEORGE L. RYAN IS FIRST IN ES

SAY CONTEST. 

The results of the essay contest 
held by the Library board on the sub
ject, "Advantages of a Library Com 
munity Building," were announced in 
a letter received last week from Clara 
F. Baldwin, director of the Library 
Bureau of the State Department of 
Education, to whom all the essays 
were referred for judging. 

In the second class, by pupils un 
der fourteen years, first prize went to 
George Ryan, son of Mr. and Mrs 
G. L. Ryan, 38 Eighteenth avenUe 
North St. Paul. This young man grad 
uated from St. Peter's parochial 
school, North St. Paul, last June. 

IN IS KILLED 
IMPRESSIVE FUNERAL OF MOTH

ER MARY AUGUSTA. 

A most impressive and in some re 
spects, unusual, funeral Service was 
held during the past week for Moth 
er Mary Augusta McCarten, directress 
of the St. Bride convent of the Ladies 
of Loretta. Chicago, who was killed 
by an automobile which struck the 
nun as she was crossing the street 
on her way to the school. -

As the remains were carried to St 
Bride's church, the casket was pre 
ceded by a procession of religious 
carrying lighted tapers. Representa 
tives from a number of religious com 
munities attended the ceremonies, as 
did all the pupils of St. Bride's school 
and hundreds of their parents. 
r' < * i 'J • a * - |~-
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EAST OF ST. JOHN BERCHMANS 

Many a little town otherwise insig
nificant in the world's history has be
come renowned for all time because 
of the singular virtue and heroic 
panctity of one Of her sons. Such a 
little town is the ancient town of 
Diest, on the main line from Antwerp 
to Maestrich, celebrated as the birth
place of St.. John Berchmans, the ter
centenary of whose blessed death 
was commemorated on November 26 
of this year. This event was solem
nized throughout the Jesuit Order. 

Unlike other great commemorations 
made during this year recalling the 
lives of valiant sons of Holy Mother 
Church whose message has been car
ried abroad in the public streets, of 
a St. Francis or a St. Dominic whose 
stupendous feats have stirred the 
world to moral action and have made 
them giants among men—the figure 
of this youth who died at the age of 
twenty years in the Roman College, 
presonts no remarkable, outward fea
tures to attract the eye. And yet his 
work was a glorious one, and it makes 
its appeal directly to the lives of 
everyone in the world. 

The splendid ceremonies which 
marked the canonization of Berch
mans occurred during the pontificate 
of Leo XIII in January of the year 
1888. The words of the Holy Father 
on this glorious occasion are most 
significant: "Without doing anything 
extraordinary as far as eye could see, 
he reached the highest, perfection." 

A Charming Picture. 
The story of,St. John Berchmans 

presents one of the most charming 
pictures offered in the entire annals 
of the Saints. 

The quaint town of Diest has not 
forgotten her privileges. Although 
today modern fortifications have 
somewhat changed her outward as
pect from the days when, at the 

"Sign of the Great and Little Moon," 
lived John Charles Berchmans, a 
worthy cordwainer and the father of 
our Saint—yet the house is still pre
served, with a modern and modest 
front. In a niche high up in the wall 
is the statue of a youth in religious 
habit, holding in his clasped hands a 
book, a rosary and a crucifix. An in
scription beneath reads: "The House 
of Blessed John Berchmans." 

As a child his.teachers remarked 
his sweetness of disposition, his sim
plicity and piety which, unassuming, 
never intruded on anyone. One of 
them says of him: "I looked on him 
as a sort of natural wonder; I praised 
him before my scholars and proposed 
him as a model for their emulation. 
One day, when his father inquired 
about his progress, I recollect saying: 
'How blessed you are in such a son! 
He will be your consolation, and my 
honor and glory.' " 

John Berchmans had one ambition; 
his innocent heart aspired to be a 
priest. Hard times were coming to 
his father, however, and his means be
ep me seriously crippled. But, unlike 
many parents, he did not propose to 
allow this circumstance to interfere 
with the vocation of his child. Fear
ing for his innocence if he was al
lowed to mingle with common work
men in the shops, he sent him to 
"school at no small expense. 

During his school (Jays the follow
ing testimony of one of his teachers 
is cited: "By the ardour of his con
versation he lit up in my cold heart 
some flames, though feeble, of Divine 
Love, and the very thought of them 
to this day fills me with confusion 
when I recall several practices which 
I suggested to him and which I have 
since read of in his life." 

John Berchmans always cherished 
a spirit of reverence for his parents, 
teachers and superiors. Writing, 
like St. Aloysius whom he so closely 
resembled, to his parents, he address
es them: "My honorable and dearest 
mother." ^ 

In September, 1616, he entered the 
Belgian novitiate of the Society of 
Jesus, then at Mechlin. He was just 
beginning his eighteenth year, and 
his face, always beautiful and win
ning, was taking the form of man
hood. He made friends at once. 

"Come, Brother," he said to one 
of his associates, "let us rejoice that 
we are in the House of the Lord. We 
must not be found unworthy of so 
great a favor. May both of us always 
live in the holy Society of Jesus, and 
may we meet in Heaven after long 
and hard work." 

This simple and joyous speech 
marks the keynote of Berchmans' 
character: "After long and hard 
work." He realized that the work of 
perfecting one's soul must be consum
mated only through 'unceasing toil 
and unremitting effort, and we know 
how nobly he fulfilled his ideal. 

Written Documents. 
John often told his director that lie 

wanted to be a Saint, "yes, and a great 
saint!" And we find in his note-book 
the following axiom: "Set great store 
on little things." 

In the Brussels Library and in the 
Jesuit College at Louvain are a num
ber of documents written in the hand 
of the young Saint, touching memg-
rials of that hidden life-of holiness to
ward which all should strive. 

Like his two holy models, Stanis
laus Kostka and Aloysius Gonzaga, 
St. John Berchmans cherished a ten
der devotion to the Blessed Mother of 
God. He used every means to spread 
devotion to her, and a conversation 
without something in her honor 
seemed to him to be insipid. 

So singularly free from vanity was 
he that, in reply to one of his asso
ciates who asked him: Are you ever 
tempted to vanity?—he replied sim
ply: "No—I do not fear that beast." 
It was as if he said: "What have 1 
of which to be proud V' 

It is touching to read his words ad
dressed to his beloved mother who 

lay on her deathbed: As ever, he 
speaks of unremitting work for the 
salvation of the soul: "Dear mother, 
fight bravely!" And again at the 
close of the letter: "Fight bravely!" 

In the Roman College, John was dis
tinguished for the same painstaking 
care about little things, the same 
sweetness and modesty. 

Saints Die Sweetly. 
The Saints die sweetly, merely.go

ing, as it were, from one room to an
other, or on a/little journey. At the 
end of his brief but heroic life, to one 
of his associates who came to his 
bedside, Johp said cheerily: "Come, 
dear Brother—let us say goodbye, for 
it is likely that I shall leave tomor
row. Take good cal*e always to prove 
a true child of the Society and a stout 
defender of the Holy Roman Church." 
And to another he murmured: "We 
are going!" And a moment after add
ed—"To Heaven." 

In a world so choked with zeal and 
care for perishable things, it is a mov
ing spectacle observe the death 
beds of the just. They who placed 
so little dependence on material bene
fits that they had nothing to leave be
hind or to relinquish were naturally 
eager to go to God. * 

On August 13, 1621, John Becch* 
mans gave back his blessed soul Into 
the hands qf his Creator with scarce
ly an outward emotion, his hands se
curely folded about the little Book of 
Rules which had been the means of 
his sanctification, his rosary and his 
crucifix. But "his simple death haa 
left the whole world edified and 
moved, and his earthly beauty, re
moved from the eyes of men, shall 
yet be seen, but in the bloom of Para
dise." 

In May, 1865, this blessed Youth was 
beatified, and on January 15,1888, was 
finally raised to the highest honors 
of the Church. Numerous miracles 
recorded in favor of his intercession 
before the Throne of God, one of 
which occurred in the United States, 
attest to the glory which he now en
joys in Heaven and to the efficacy of 
his prayers. 

"Made perfect in a short space, he 
fulfilled a long time." So reads the 
eulogy of this young man who "abun
dantly compensated for the shortness 
of his life by the greatness of his 
merits," according to the words of 
the Brief of Beatification of Pius IX. 

The illustrious Leo XIII in the Bull 
of St. John's Canonization said:— 

"At these glad tidings, dearest chil
dren, let your hearts rejoice. Let 
them congratulate our Holy Mother 
Church, which by the action of the 
Holy Ghost, has brought forth so illus
trious a son to the glory of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and for your salifica
tion and protection. May one and all 
show forth humility, obedience, chas
tity, a thorough and abiding profes
sion and practice o'f your duties. Let 
young men especially, under our 
guidance and patronage, do that 
which tends so much to give hope to 
the Church and to society at large. 
Let them educate themselves deeply 
in culture and science, and thus 
show forth the folly of those who are 
ever acquiring knowledge, yet never 
coming to the knowledge of Truth. 
Avoid such as these, as the Apostle 
bids us, and, while imitating the vir
tues of this angelic young man, apply 
yourselves to the deep study of sound 
teaching, especially that of the saint
ly Doctor of Aquino, so as to be a 
help and honor to the Church." 

POEI MO INVENTOR 
PITTSBURGH PRIEST HAS HIGH 

CLAIM TO DISTINCTION IN BOTH 
FIELDS — WORKED WITH 
SCHWAB. ' 

Poet-priests and priest-inventors 
there have been not a few in the Uni
ted States, but Pittsburgh has the 
proud claim to a priest who is both 
poet and inventor. 

He is Father Tom Glynn, chaplain 
of St. Joseph's hospital. As a young 
man he worked side by side with 
Charles M. Schwab in the Cambria 
Steel Works there. When Schwab 
secured a position with Andrew 
Carnegie, there was a job open for 
Tom Glynn. But he declined, leaving 
to study for the priesthood at St. 
Vincent's college. 

A few years after his ordination, 
Father Glynn came into prominence 
as the author of some remarkably fine 
poetry that was being published an
onymously by the Pittsburgh papers. 
When his identity was disclosed he 
was deluged with requests from mag
azines in every part of the country. 

Meanwhile, Father Glynn was busy 
in another field. As a result, he has 
invented the steel-making process for 
the circular all-steel mail and express 
car and for the automatic brake. He 
is also credited with producing a 
torpedo-hunting device that attracted 
the attention of the U. S. naval con
sulting board. He is now working on 
a workable train-stop which he ex
pects will eliminate many of the fatal 
catastrophes that occur at railway 
crossings. 

FATHER BEAM COMBED 
NOTED DOMINICAN ELECTED SU

PERIOR THIRD TIMS. 

Word has been received from Rome 
confirming the election of Very Rev. 
Raymond Meagher, O. P., as Provin
cial of the Dominican Province of St. 
Joseph. This embraces all the terri
tory of the United States east of the 
Rocky Mountains. It is Father Mea-. 
gher's third term of office. 

Father Meagher was born in Boston 
in 1872, studied at Louvain and was 
ordained in 1895. He is a man of great 
energy and is noted as an orator and 
a successful administrator. 

v 

- >«. ' 3 *  JL  \  - • %.  VX * : :JZ4 

Without constancy, there iS tMHther 
love, friendship, Hor~ Tlrtoe - 111 the 

I  world.—Addison ,  ' »  
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