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ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. PAUL 
SHORT SKETCH OF ORIGIN, TER

RITORY, AND FIRST BISHOP-

DIVISION INTO DIFFERENT DIO

CESES—DEVELOPMENT UNDER 
FOUR PRELATES — PRESENT 
EXTENT — INSTITUTIONS AND 
VARIOUS ACTIVITIES. 

The archdiocese of St. Paul, Minn., 
comprises twenty-six counties that ex
tend from east to west across the lo\y-
er part of the state. These counties 
are the following: Ramsey, Hennepin, 
Chisago, Anoka, Dakota, Scott, 
Wright, Rice, LeSueur, Carver, Nicol
let, Sibley, McLeod, Meeker, Redwood, 
Renville, Kandiyohi, Lyon, Lincoln, 
Yellow Medicine. Lac-Qui-Parle, Chip
pewa, Swift, Goodhue, Big Stone, 
and Brown. Originally, the diocese 
embraced the whole territory of Min
nesota, a tract of some 106,000 square 
mitee. 

Early Extent. 

"At first this territory was visited 
by missionaries from Dubuque and 
St. Louis, and when the diocese was 
erected canonically on July 19, 18n0, 
it formed a part of the province of St. 
Louis. In 1875, it became a part of 
the Milwaukee province. Vicariates 
were erected in northern Minnesota 
in 1875, and in Dakota.in 1879. On the 
formation of the diocese of Winona 
in 1889, the archdiocese of t St. Paul 
assumed its present size. 

On its establishment, as is custom
ary, the diocese took the name of the 
see city, St. Paul. This town had re
ceived its name from the log chapel 
built on the east bank of the Mis
sissippi, near Fort Snelling, in 1841, 
by the zealous missionary, Father Gal-
tier. The chapel was dedicated to St. 
Paul. 

According to the Rune Stone, found 
in Kensington, Minn., in 1898, a par
ty of Norsemen had visited that spot 
in 1362, and had left an inscription 
on the stone, with a prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin. This may be said to 
form the beginning of foe historical 
record of. the, afterwards, diocese of 
St. Paul. 

Firat Explorations. 
The whole territory of Minnesota 

.was the scene of explorations by early 
traders and missionaries, the voyageurs 
from Canada as well as from the low

er Mississippi valley. Various rec
ords of the labors and meetings of 
these two classes of men are pre
served to this day. Thus, in the sev
enteenth century, Radisson and Gros-
eilliers visited different spots in the 
north as did also Du Lhut, who res
cued the missionaries Father Louis 
Hennepin and his companions from 
the Sioux who held them captive. 
About the same time, t'errot founded 
a trading post at what is now Waba
sha, and the Jesuit Marest labored 
among the Sioux. Le Sueur estab
lished several posts in southern Min
nesota, while missionary priests 
spread the knowledge of the gospel 
among savage tribes throughout that 
region. 

Beginning of Missions. 
In the beginning of the nineteenth 

century, missions were opened in 
what is now North Dakota, and other 
northern parts. Driven from the Red 
River valley, many of the settlers 
drifted southward near the present 
St. Paul. 

Fathers Galtier and Ravoux. 
In the meantime, the intrepid mis

sionary, Father Loras, had been made 
Bishop of Dubuque. Considering St. 
Paul a part of his episcopal care, he 
paid a visit to this place in 1839, ac
companied by a Father Pelamourges. 
The following year, he appointed a 
priest to attend to the religious wants 
of the settlers, the rugged Father 
Galtier who, as mentioned, founded 
the little chapel that gave St. Paul 
its name. In f844, this priest was 
succeeded by the indomitable Father 
Augustine Ravoux, a man who in the 
course of sixty years as a priest of 
this diocese, shed imperishable glory 
of apostolic 'zeal and vigor among the 
struggling settlements that afterwards 
became prosperous centers of relig
ion and industry. 

The First Bishop. 
In 1850, Father Joseph Cretin, vicar 

general of Dubuque, was appointed 
the first Bishop of St. Paul. This 
action had been requested by the 
Council of Baltimore the previous 
year, but political troubles in Rome 
had delayed the appointment. Bishop 
Cretin took possession of his see on 
July 2, 1851. He was a pious, ener
getic man, devoted entirely to the 
cause of souls. His name is still per
petuated in a street in this city which 

bears his name as well as in the 
Cretin High School oonducted by the 
Christian Brothers. 

One of .the first acts of the new 
Bishop was to replace the log chapel 
erected by Father Galtier. This gave 
place to a large building of brick and 
stone. In this structure were found 
church, school and parochial resi
dence. Several years later, he began 
the construction of a new cathedral 
which was finished some time after 
his death. This building remained 
as the cathedral until a few years 
ago when it was abandoned on the 
completion of the present magnificent 
structure on Summit avenue. The 
old building was torn down and the 
site at present is occupied |&y im
posing office building. . ; 

Bishop Cretin's 'Labors. 
Bishop Cretin found but a few hun

dreds of Catholic settlers on his arriv
al. v By energetic efforts, he drew con
siderable numbers of Irish and Ger
mans who, with the French farmers 
who had moved down from the Red 
River valley, constituted the bulk of 
the population of about fifty thou
sand at the Bishop's death. 

In order to care for this continued 
increase, Bishop Cretin established 
missions and parishes in the most 
favorable places. Priests of the dif
ferent nationalities were assigned to 
the task of building up and preserving 
the faith in the little colonies. How 
well they did , their work is attested 
by the constant growth in fervor and 
religious spirit that has characterized 
these people ever since. The increase 
in Catholic population was accompa
nied by a corresponding expanse in 
the ranks of the clergy. On his ar
rival, Bishop Cretin found three mis
sions: at St. Paul, Mendota, and Pem
bina, N. Dakota, with two or- three 
priests. After six years, at the time 
of his death, these had grown to 
about sixty-five churches and stations 
and twenty priests. 

* 5 First Schools. , . 
Sisters of our various ijjongre-

gations usually accompany or follow 
the missionaries in their pioneering 
work. Accordingly, Nuns of the Prop-
gation were early located at Pem
bina, while the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet founded establishments 
quickly on their arrival in St. Paul in 
1 Sol. Four years later, the Brothers 
of the Holy Family opened a school 
of elementary and higher grades for 
boys in St. Paul, and the following 
year a- colony of Benedictine Fathers 

from Pennsylvania settled near St. 
Cloud where they also opened a school 
and college for boys. 

With an eye to the future of the 
clergy, the good Bishop opened a sem
inary in his own house where a few 
prospective candidates for the priest
hood applied themselves with dili
gence td the study of the classics. 
The Sisters of St. Joseph established 
a hospital, and the works of mercy 
were cared for by the St. Vincent de 
Paul and the Temperance societies. 

Bishop Grace. 
Two years elapsed from the, death 

of Bishop Cretin before a successor, 
in the person of Rt. Rev. Thomas L. 
Grace, O. P., was appointed. In the 
meantime, the cathedral started by 
the late Bishop was completed under 
care of the administrator, Father Ra
voux. It was. opened for service in 
185S. Bishop Grace was a Southerner, 
from Charleston, S.- C., and was or
dained in Rome in 1839, where he 
completed his studies under- the Do
minican Fathers whose order he had 
joined in 1830. After some years of 
missionary work in the South, Father 
Grace was appointed to the See of St. 
Paul and was consecrated in St. Louis 
in 1859. 

Under the administration of Bishop 
Grace, new jurisdictions were estab
lished by -the Vicariates in northern 
Minnesota and the Dakotas. Like 
his predecessor, Bishop Grace con
tinued to colonize the vast territory 
under his care, and at his resignation 
in 1884, there was a Catholic popula
tion of 130,000. 

.Orders of Priests and Sisters. 
The number of priests also grew 

in proportion. In 1884, there were 153 
laboring in the diocese. Among these 
were not only secular clergy but zea
lous members of the various orders, 
Benedictines, Jesuits, Dominicans, 
Franciscans and Oblates. Many Sis
ters of the different congregations 
came into the missionary field here, 
and schools and hospitals were open
ed at many places. Nuns of the orders 
of Benedictines, Dominicans, Francis
cans, Felicians, Visitation, Poor Hand
maids, Little Sisters of the Poor, 
Notre Dame, Good Shepherd, Sisters 
of Christian Charity and Grey Nuns 
were 'added, besides an increasing 
number of Si^t^rs of St. Jo soph who 
were the first in the field. The Bishop, 
shortly after his arrival, had opened a 
preparatory school for candidates for 
the priesthood, but it soon had to be 
abandoned, 

t Father Ireland. 
In 1875, Bishop Grace had' received 

an assistant in the person of the 
young rector of the Cathedral, Father 
John Ireland, who had already dis
tinguished himself as a brilliant 
orator and a map of tremendous en
ergy in the service of the Church. The 
new Bishop was bom in Burnchurch, 
Kilkenny, Ireland, September 11, 1838, 
and arrived with his parents in St. 
Paul in 1852. Together with young 
Thomas O'Gorman, afterwards Bishop 
of Sioux Falls, S. Dakota, he was sent 
by Bishop Cretin to France where at 
Meximieux he made a wonderful 
record as a student. Returning to St. 
Paul, he was ordained to the priest
hood On December 21, 1861, and 
shortly afterward he became chaplain 
of the Fifth Minnesota regiment dur
ing the Civil War. Becoming rectoi 
of the cathedral some ,time later, he 
displayed the qualities that in subse
quent years made him the most noted 
prelate in America. Ho was conse
crated coadjutor to Bishop Grace in 
the St. Paul cathedral December 21, 
1875. He at once became prominent 
as a leader in the various works of 
religion, and he continued on a large 
scale the plans of colonization inaugu
rated by the first two Bishops. Bishop 
Grace on his resignation in 1884 was 
made titular Bishop of Menith, and 
five years later, titular Archbishop of 
Siunia. He died in 1897. 

Archbishop Ireland, r:-

Upon the resignation <rf Bishop 
Grace he was succeeded by his coad
jutor, Bishop Ireland, who in 1889 was 
raised to the dignity of Archbishop of 
the newly organized province. This 
ecclesiastical territory comprised the 
dioceses of Winona. Sioux Falls, Du-
luth, Jamestown (Fargo), and St. 
Cloud. Later on three diopeses were 
added, Lead in 1902, &PL(4 Crookst6n 
and Bismarck in 1910. 

The new Metropolitan gave himself 
heart and soul to the expansion of 
religion throughout the whole north
west. On a vaster scale he estab
lished colonies of Irish, Germans, Bel
gians and Dutch, and many of the 
settlements made by him are now 
prosperous successful towns. The 
growth of people and clergy respond
ed to his efforts, and today the Cath
olic population of this archdiocese 
alone is 265,000, while the secular 
clergy number 296 and the orders 
have 55 representatives. The Marist 

" * ' (Continued on page 2.) 

COLLEGE OF ST. CATHERINE OPENS NEW UNIT 
—MUSICAL CENTER GIVES ENLARGED 

FACILITIES FOR SUPERIOR WORK. 

The College of St; Catherine of St, Paul now enters u$>dn a 
new era. Caecilian Music Hall, the newly erected home for the 
music department of the college, offers an artistic environment 
to the student that is quite ideal. With the rich musical back
ground of the Twin Cities and the exceptional facilities of Caecilian 
Hall, the student will.be stimulated to accomplish her best and 
most effective work. -

: Caecilian Hall has been built with a view of providing thor
ough, consistent, and comprehensive courses in music. The courses 
of study have been planned to irelude everything necessary to the 
acquisition of mastery in every branch'of musical art. 

Caecilian Hall was built by J. H. Hoff man, General Contractor, 
St. Paul, and was designed by J. H. Wheeler, Architect, St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Nimts Nimis, electrical contractors; Johns Manville Go., 
have had an active interest in ihe completion of Caecilian Hall, 
asbestos roofing; The Daily Hardware Co.; P. G. Solberg, painter; 
OTNeil Plumbing & Heating Co. and Corning-Donohue Brick ;Co 
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CAECILIAN MUSIC HALL 

NEW MUSIC HALL 
OF 

St. Catherine's College 
^ERECTED BY 

JOHN H. HOFFMAN 
BUILDER 

188-190 Forbes Ave. St. Paul, Minn. 
Residence 900 Lincoln Ave. 

JOHN H. WHEELER 
- . if : .. . 

Architect 
506 Exchange Bank Bldg. 

St. Pad, Minn. 

Jt 

Architect for Cecilian Hall 

Buy your 

from us. '/• 

St. Paul Drug Co. 
5th and St. Petar 
4th and Wabasha 
7th and Wabasha 

< S  
P. G. SOLBERG Tel. Cedar 1422 JOHN C. SOLBERG § 

Brick Company 
f Saint Pa'ul, Minnesota " 

Supplied the Face .Brick for 

Caecilian Hall 

We display the most complete line of Builders 
Supplies in the Twin Cities 

OFFICE AND DISPLAY ROOM ' 
613 and 614 Ryan Building, 

WAREHOUSE AND YARD 
Syndicate Avenue and Bigelow Street 

CEdar 1433 
G A rfield 1294 

NE-itor !0!6 

O'NEILi doit 

EIL 

Plumbing & Heating Co. 
JOBBING PROMPTLY 

ATTENDED TO 

W EAST EIGHTH STRKIIT 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 

DAILY HARDWARE CO. 
50 West Seventh St. 
117 West Sixth St* I-

Garfield 2015 
Cedar 4555 

St. Paul, Mirm, 

VERS 

1 P. G. SOLBERG & SON I 
I WALL PAPER |  

• Interior-Exterior Painters and gj 
§ Decorators of Buildings and Residences 

381 West 7th Street"; gj 
§ Quality Workmanship St. Paul, Minn. @ 
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Asbestos! 
and its allied products 

INSULATION 
that heps the In-at where it Mongt 

CEMENTS 
that mate boiler va/h leak-prtqf 

ROOFINGS 
that cut down fire risk* 

PACKINGS 
that save power icaite 

LININGS 
that nitiie brakes :< 

FIRE 
PREVENTION 

PRODUCTS 

Caecilian Hall is protected against fire 
and weather by a Johns-Manville Built-
up Asbestos Roof, while its heating 
and plumbing system is insulated with 
Johns-Manville Asbesto-Sponge Felt
ed and Asbestocel, to conserve fuel, 
heat, and power. 

JOHNS-MANVILLE 
Incorporated 

Executive Offices v% t New York CHy 

MINNEAPOLIS 
9ML Seventh St., So. 

ST. PAU|* ; 
Endicott Areata 

Branches lit $0 Large Cities 
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