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Inspiring Sermon By 
Bishop McNicholas 

NORTH DAKOTA CATHOLICS 

RT. REV. JOHN T. McNICHOLAS ON 
CHURCH AND COUNTRY AT 

WASHINGTON'S NATIONAL 

GATHERING LAST WEEK. 

In the short period of three years 
*£i eat national organization has come 
fiito being. This body is met here 
today through you, its representatives. 
There were apprehensions at first 
about the scope of your organization, 
fiafr it seemed to embrace too much, 
and the further dangers threatened of 
undertaking too great things in too 
short a time, and of having great 
initial enthusiasm without being as
signed well-defined constructive work. 
But all {pixieties have vanished. All 
doubts havje been put aside.. The Na
tional Council of Catholic Women, in 
response to the call of the authority 
of the Church, sprang up over night. 
Guided by that same authority and 
protected by its blessing, you should 
carry on your work with confidence, 
courage and perseverance. In your 
parochial and diocesan units the scope 
and variety of your work can be most 
clearly defined. There it is your duty 
and privilege to undertake whatever 
may be entrusted to you by parochial 
or episcopal authority. Under the 
vigilant eye and prudent guidance of 
local authorities, you will never ex
ceed the limits set for you. In your 
national committees and organization, 
you are a clearing-house of ideas; you 
are a bureau of information and sug
gestion; you are a correspondence 
school, imparting the knowledge that 
you have gathered; you are a publish
ing house, recording the achievements 
erf Catholic women everywhere, espe
cially in America; you are a resource
ful friend who will advise and cau
tion and give a helping hand when
ever invited to do so. 

Hundreds of Groups of Women. 
You can plan many things which 

could not be so well formulated by 
those whose vision does not embrace 
our vast continent, and who may not 
understand the interdependence of 
Catholic societies of women nor ap
preciate, as does your central organ
ization, the value of co-operation. 
Hundreds of groups of women from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific are at
tempting varied works. You are, I 
assume, keeping in sympathetic touch 
with every organization, studying its 
methods; following its progress, re
cording its achievements, stimulating 
initiative where it is lacking, dis

couraging fussy activity and pettiness 
of spirit, and holding up the im
portance of obtaining substantial re
sults. You have the advantage of be
ing able to make a comparative study 
of units that are carrying on the same 
line of work. This study should en
able you to formulate forms and to 
set standards, which can only be done 
through a central organization. It is 
first necessary to get things right in 
theory and principle. Your central 
office in discharging its duty does not 
assume authority or dictate policies,, 
but only offers helpful suggestions 
whenever and wherever acceptable. 
For all your work you have sought and 
received the blessing of the supreme 
authority of the Church, vested in the 
Vicar of Christ, a blessing which is 
not to be understood as identical with 
approval of all the details of your 
work, but which invokes the guidance 
of the Blessed Trinity on your-labors 
for Church and Country. 

Defenders of the Church. 

The Church is the mystical Body of 
Christ. The National Council of 
Catholic Women has as its first duty 
and privilege that of defending the 
Church, a privilege and duty second 
only to that of defending Christ Him
self, who does not need your defense, 
except in so far as He wishes to make 
Himself dependent on the souls that 
He has purchased with His precious 
Blood. We greet, then, the National 
Council of Catholic Women as defend
ers of the Church of Christ! 

Conditions today in the United 
States give you, perhaps, the greatest 
opportunity in the history of America 
for the defense of the Church. All 
Americans can be divided into two 
classes; those who know the Church 
and those who do not know her. The 
knowledge of the Church admits many 
degrees. One cannot know the Church 
without loving her; the more pro
found the knowledge, the greater the 
love. One cannot love the Church 
without trusting and serving her. 
Catholics, who know the Church, must 
marvel at the attitude of their non-
Catholic friends and brethren. The 
astonishment is all the greater in 
America, where there is a religious 
sense and an almost universal wish to 
be fair. It is true that more than 
sixty millions are recorded as indiffer
ent to all religion. But is it not per
haps complimentary to the intelli
gence of these millions that they have 
rejected, and continue to reject, the 
man-made religions that are offered 
them? In the United States there are 

(Continued on page 8.) 

(N. C. W. C. News SeiVice.) 
High tribute to the citizenship of 

Catholics of North Dakota, who refus
ed to permit religious sentiments to 
influence them in their choice in the 
recent elections, was paid by J. F. T. 
O'Connor, defeated candidate for the 
United States Senate and a Catholic, 
in a statement given out by him on 
his return to Grand Forks following 
his campaign. 

"It was discouraging," said Mr. 
O'Connor, "to return to my city after 
spending seven weeks fighting for 
sound constitutional government, for 
the protection of the homes and prop
erty rights of our people, to find that 
a religious issue had been injected 
into the campaign which was consid
ered more important than constitu
tional government or the prosperity 
and happiness of the people of the 
state of North Dakota. 

"Among my most loyal supporters 
were the leading men and women of 
Grand Forks, representing all races 
and creeds. The ward containing the 
largest number of people of my faith 
gave my opponent the largest major
ity. They were led to believe that my 
opponent could better serve their 
economic interest and he received 
their support. Those of my faith re
fused to permit religious considera
tions to influence their voting, while 
others insisted that this issue was par
amount. 

"With unbroken faith in God and in 
Christ, who taught love and not ha
tred, forgetting my defeat, remember
ing my obligations to the noble men 
and women with whom I have fought 
for the past six years and with deep 
gratitude for the powerful assistance 
of the independent press, the execu
tive of our state and other p^itical 
leaders, I turn to the tasks of today 
with the hope that I shall hold the 
respect of more than 90,000 people 
who believed in the principles o? gov
ernment I represented." 

CATHOLIC PRESS IN SPAIN 
CONDITIONS IMPROVING IN 

PORTUGAL. 

(&y H. C. W. C. News Service.) 

Cardinal Bourne has returned to 
London after a brief visit to Portugal 
and Spain, for the purpose of attend-
lug the tercentenary of the English 
College in Lisbon,, whose co-founders 
Were an English priest and a Portu
guese hidalgo, Dom Pedro Coutnmho. 
JBefore crossing the frontier into Por
tugal the Cardinal paid a visit to Alba 
da Tonnes, where St. Teresa died, and 
where her body is now enshrined. 

Ip speaking of his visit to Portugal, 
Cardinal Bourne emphasized a politi
cal fact whose significance has become 
somewhat obscured in the haze of 
passing centuries. Portugal is the 
Oldest ally of England—not necessa
ry of Great Britain, since the alliance 
lifas concluded when England and 
fftcotland were separate kingdoms, 
©ach with its own king. But the Eng
lish alliance with Portugal has a di
rect Catholic interest, because it was 
concluded between two Catholic kings, 
at a time when England was a Catho
lic country and the heresiarch Wye 
flffe had not begun his apostolate of 
jtrouble-making. And — so Caidinal 
llourne expressed it—it says a great 
Ileal for the relations between the two 
^countries that this political alliance, 
f^ade some 500 years or so ago be
tween two Catholic powers, has con
tinued unbroken down to the present 
day, though both England and Portu
gal have gone through times when the 
Church has been seriously menaced in 
loth countries. 

Conditions in Portugal.' 
But although relations between 

Church and State have been strained 
111 Portugal since the overthrow of the 
llonarchy, Cardinal Bourne believes 
that conditions are beginning to mend, 
and that some improvement may be 
looked for. Among the Cardinal's 
hosts whilst he was in Lisbon were 
such prominent public men, devout, 
practical Catholics too, as the Mar
quis of Sousa and Holstein, the Vis
count de Assentis, Consdlheiro Fer-
naudo da Sous, and Dr. Beltssfet Ca
bral. 

During his stay in Lisbon Cardinal 
Bourne went out to the country house 
*>f Dr. Cabral, where distinguished 
Portugese were invited to meet the 
Cardinal at luncheon. Senhora Cabral 
is a daughter of the Countess of Mos-
tamedes, a member of the Catholic 

nobility of Portugal. At Carcavelos, 
where Dr. Cabral's country house is 
located, the working men insisted on 
kneeling to kiss the Cardinal's ring. 
This was too much for the Bolshevist 
sl eet A Bataiha, which declared posi-
ti <ely that Dr. Cabral had bribed the 
wjrkingmen with a glass of wine to 
piy their respects to the Cardinal, 
with a further glass promised if every
thing went off well. "After all," cried 
tl e Bolshevist organ in disgust, "who 
is this English Cardinal?" "A Jesuit!" 
it declared, in answer to its own ques-
tk>n. .Cardinal Bourne a Jesuit! 

Among those assembled to give Car
dinal Bourne a welcome, at the railway 
depot in Lisbon, were Fathers of the 
Irish Dominican community at the 
Corpo Santo. On the day before he 
left Lisbon the Cardinal paid a special 
visit to their convent, where he re
ceived the Irish Fathers in audience 

Received by King. 

From Lisbon, Cardinal BourUe' went 
to Madrid where he stayed at the Sa
cred Heart College.' The British Am
bassador called to pay his respects, 
and placed his automobile at the dis
posal of the Cardinal. While in Ma
drid ^Cardinal Bourne received the 
Catholic members of the English 
speaking colony in the Spanish capi-
tol. His Eminence was also received 
in .special audience by the King and 
Queen of Spain, who are themselves 
frequent callers at the Cardinal's resi
dence when their Majesties are in 
London. 

From Madrid Cardinal Bourne went, 
in the British Ambassador's car to 
Avila, the birthplace of St. Teresa, 
where he celebrated Pontifical Mass in 
the Cathedral on the invitation of the 
Bishop of Avila. This was Cardinal 
Bourne's last place of call in Spain, 
and when His Eminence left the city 
at midnight for Lourdes the Bishop 
of Avila, with the civil and military 
Governors, as well as the official per
sonages . both ecclesiastical and secu 
lar, were at the railway station to see 
him off, although it was midnight. 

Cardinal Bourne states that he found 
Catholic life particularly vigorous in 
Spain. The Catholic press is flourish 
ing, in spite of adverse financial con 
dJtions and scarcity of paper. Mis 
sionarv /,?nl has received a fresh im 
petus. while Catholic activity is ex
tending itself in all directions, both 
social and economic, as well as dis
tinctly religious, the Catholic women 
in particular taking a considerable 
part in these new movements. 

SPEAKS 1JEX HYGIENE 
Advice to children on questions of 

sex hygiene should be given only by 
parents or by the family physician, ac
cording to the Rev. John B. Creeden, 
S. J., president of Georgetown Univer
sity. Addressing an organization of 
medical men at Washington, Father 
Creeden declared that there is no place 
in this country for the large group of 
women who, he said, seem to have a 
morbid desire to speak and write for 
the public on sex subjects. 

He paid a high tribute to the medi
cal profession, saying that in all his 
experience he had never heard of a 
physician who refused to take a char
ity case in an emergency. 

Referring to the various theories as 
to the origin of man, Father Creeden 
said: "I have no" quarrel with the sci
entific man who believes in the theory 
of evolution and is ready to prove his 
position, but at the same time, I have 
no respect for the believer in evolution 
who says any man who does not side 
with him is a fool." 

PERFORMANCE Of 
"VERONICA'S VEIL" 

Plans for the 19211 season of "Ve
ronica's Veil." America's Passion Play, 
which is annually produced at St. Jos
eph's Auditorium, West Hoboken, N. 
J., have been completed and every
thing is in readiness for the most suc
cessful year in the history of this won
derful religious dramatic spectacle. 
At the beginning of each season, there 
are special performances given exclu
sively for children. Each year many 
thousands of boys and girls and their 
teachers are disappointed, owing to 
the fact that they cannot secure seats 
at these special performances. This 
year special provision will be made 
for them. 

The regular season for adults will 
open on Sunday, February 11, and 
performances will be given every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday eve 
ning and on Sunday afternoons (taring 
the season of Lent.. -

FIRST AMI. MEETING 
An event of unusual interest and in

fluence for good will take place next 
week. It is the first annual meeting 
of the Minnesota-North Dakota State 
Conference of the Catholic Hospital 
Association at Rochester, Minn., De
cember 5-6. Twenty-three hospitals. 
14 in Minnesota and 9 in North Da
kota, are represented in this confer
ence. The program is as follows: 

First day, Tuesday, December' s. 
Morning Session. ; v 

8:30 a. m., high Mass—Celebrant: 
Right Reverend Patrick R. Heffron, D. 
D.; 9:30 a. m„ registration; 10:00 a. 
m., opening address—Reverend 
Charles A. Cavanagh, chaplain, St. 
Mary's hospital, Rochester; 10:30 k. 
m., address of president, Sister Made
leine, St. Mary's hospital, Minneap
olis; 10:45 a. m., appointment of nom
inating committee and resolution com
mittee by the president. Note: The 
chairmen of $ie standing committees 
are requested to call their committees 
at an early date so as to be prepared 
to report at the proper time; 11:00 a. 
m., paper: "How May Hospitals Main
tain Acceptable Standards Without an 
Intern Staff?"—Dr. H. B. Sweetser, 
Minneapolis; 11:15 a. m., paper: "The 
Suggested Hospital Normal School," 
Sister M. Olivia, R. N., St. Mary's 
hospital, Duluth. Discussion: Sister 
Jerome, R. N., St. Joseph's hospital, 
St. Paul; Sister Dionysia, R. N., St. 
Mary's hospital, Rochester; general 
discussion; photo of conference. 

Afternoon Session. 
2:00 p. m., paper: "A Further Step 

in Hospital Progress," Reverend P. J. 
Mahan, S. J., vice president of the 
Catholic Hospital Association, Loyola 
university, Chicago; 2:30 p. m., paper: 
'The Special Nurse and the Hospital,'' 
Sister Margaret, R. N., St. Mary's hos
pital, Duluth. Discussion: Sister St. 
Ignatius, R. N., St. Mary's hospital, 
Minneapolis; 3:00 p. m., paper: "So
cial Service in Hospitals," Revefend 
Edward Mahowald, St. Cloud, Minne
sota; 3:15 p. m., paper: "History Tak
ing and Record Keeping," Sister John 
Baptist, R. N., St. Joseph's hospital, 
St. Paul. Discussion: Sister Julitta, R. 
N., St. Raphael's hospital, St. Cloud; 
3:45 p. m., paper: "A High Profes
sional Standard for Hospitals, Staffs 
and Nurses," Dr. E. L. Tuohy, Duluth; 

15 p. m., visits to hospitals; 7:30 p. 
m., round table, Sister Domitilla, prei* 
siding; 8:15 p. m., entertainment# 
Rochester Choral Club. . 

Second Day. 
Morning Session. 

9:30 a. m., address, Doctor Charles 
Mayo, Rochester, Minnesota. 9:45 a. 
m., paper: "The Practice of Economy 
in Hospitals," Sister Mary Joseph, St. 
Mary's hospital, Rochester. 10:00 a. 
m., paper: "Problems We Meet in 
Small Hospitals,".Sister Gonzaga, St. 
Joseph's hospital, Mankato. 10:15 a. 
m., paper: "The Hospital Library," 
Very Reverend Humphrey Moynihan, 
D. D., St. Paul Seminary. 10:40 a. m., 
paper: "The Proposed Legislative 
Bill for Nurses," Sister Domitilla, R. 
N., St. Mary's hospital, Rochester. 
Discussion: Sister Christopher, R. N., 
St. Raphael's hospital, St. Cloud; Sis
ter Anslema, R. N., St. Gabriel's hos
pital, Little Falls. 11:15 a. m., paper: 
"The Clinical Laboratory," Doctor 
Georgine Luden, St. Mary's hospi 
Rochester. 

General Discussion 

12:00 noon luncheon. 2^<fo p. m 
question box: Reverend^T J. Maliatt, 
S. J., 'Doctor H. B. <6weetser, Doctor 
E. S. Judd, Doctpr' E. L. Tuohy, Sis 
ter Domitilla, Sister Margaret, Sister 
Julitta, Sister Jerome. 2:30 p m 
closing bus/hess meeting: Report of 
Presidents, Secretary and Chairmen 
of .Committees. Election of Officers 
and of Executive Committee. 3:30 pj 
m., 'Executive Committee meeting. 

DIRECTORS OF WOMEN'S 
COUNCIL 

Mrs. C. J. McConville, of St. Paul, 
was elected a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Council of 
Catholic Women at the annual elec
tion, succeeding Mrs. W. J. O'Toole, 
of the same city, who was renominat
ed but declined the honor. The other 
members of the Board of Directors 
whose terms expired were all re-elect
ed, including Mrs. W. T. Donovan of 
St. Louis, Mrs. A. H. Bird of Salt Lake 
for the province of San Francisco; 
Mrs. Arthur Gerbel of Seattle for the 
province of Oregon City; Mrs. Teresa 
M. Molamphy of Pittsburgh for the 
province of Philadelphia; Mrs. James 
H. Hackett of Milwaukee and Mrs. F. 
J3. Mackentepe of Cincinnati. The oth
er members of the Board of Directors, 
whose terms do not expire until next 
year, are Mrs. Michael Gavin, the pres
ident, of New York; Miss Florence 
Loeber of New Orleans; Mrs. Harry 
M. Benzinger of Baltimore; Mrs. F. E. 
Slattery of Boston; Mrs. Edward I. 
Cudahy, of Chicago; Mrs. Louis Nash 
of Omaha, who represents the prov
ince of Dubuque, and Mrs. Ellen Weck-
baugh of Denver, who represents the 
province of Sante Fe. The members 
of the Board of Directors elect their 
own officers. . 

TO TRANSLATE ENGLISH PLAY 
Translation from the ancient class

ics into modern languages has not en
tirely lost vogue, but the Rev. An
thony F. Geyser of Marquette Univer
sity, Milwaukee, has inverted the 
order of things and is engaged in trans 
lating modern literary productions 
into the classics. Father Geyser has 
selected for his next translation the 
three-act play "Columbus," written by 
Daniel E. Doran and given eight times 
under the auspices of the Drama Guild 
of Washington District Council, N. C 
C. M. Father Geyser will first trans 
late the second act of "Columbus," an 
act in which only male characters ap
pear. Recently he finished a transla 
tion of Shakespeare's "Julius Caesar.' 
His Latin dramatizations," done in 
verse form, are intended chiefly for 
use in high schools and colleges and 
are being made for the purpose of 
maintaining interest ift t&e study of 
the classics. 

DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATION 
Warning that a "titanic struggle is 

impending" as regards the relation
ship of democracy and education was 
given by Rev. James Ryan, director 
of the department of education of the 
National Catholic Welfare Council, in 
an address before the second annual 
convention of the National Council of 
Catholic Women, at Washington. The 
speaker asserted that the "controver
sy" had passed from the stage of aca« 
demic discussion and had entered tho 
'broad area of practical politics and 
united action.'' Two philosophies of 
education are contending for mastery 
in the United States according to thf 
speaker, wjio described them, one atf 
the nationalistic point of view and the 
other as "the traditional American at
titude." 

Uljr ,  
try's hospital, 

sion. <r 

GYMNASIUM 
Loyola University, Chicago, is to 

liavd one of the largest and best ap
pointed gymnasiums in the country, on 
the campus /it the great Jesuit col 
lege on the-north side. This was made 
ceVtain *1 a meeting of the Loyola 
University Alumni, some of whose 
merfniers attended the first St. Igna
tius college, built on the then far west 

/side, one year before the Chicago 
fire. The college, now almost in the 
heart of the city, on West Roosevelt 
road, was then so far away that the 
fire which destroyed the greater part 
of central Chicago to. 1871 missed it 
altogether. 

The gymnasium, to be known as the 
Alumni Gymnasium, and which will 
be a testimonial of the loyal sons of 
Loyola, will cost $300,000. It will be 
three stories high, with clubrooms, 
bowling alleys, swimming pool, hand
ball courts and other facilities of an 
up to date and complete training quar* 
ters. Work has already begun, and 
the structure is expected to be in read
iness for the spring sports. More 
than $35,000 was subscribed as a start
er at the annual dinner of the Alumni 
last week, and a committee appointed 
to secure the rest of the fund. On 
this committee are J. W. Davis, presi 
dent of the association, D. F. Brem-
ner, Jr., Daniel Laughlin, Lewis Sayre 
Joseph Rend, A. C. Berghoff, and Dr. 
E. L. Moorehead. 

Postmaster-General 

Scores Licentiousness 
GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION. 

(By N. C. W- C. News Service.) 
Postmaster-General Work, who ex

tended a welcome to Washington to 
the visiting delegates at the afternoon 
session of the convention of the Na
tional Council of Catholic Women on 
Nov. 21. spoke as follows: 

"The formal welcome of American 
women to the nation's capital is not 
necessary, but a cordial greeting to 
them is always appropriate. It is the 
mothers who mold the common con
science of the nation upon which the 
nation is dependent for its vision, and 
integrity of purpose and also its 
churches that preserve the traditions 
of religion and perpetuate beliefs 
which anchor men. It is to the moth
er the child first prays, later through 
her and finally with her. It is the 
spirit of prayer that will save the na
tion and the practice of it that shifts 
burdens 100 great to be borne alone. 
It was through a woman that Christ 
came and through women the spirit of 
God comes to earth through little chil
dren to this day. 

"The child's flesh and blood is of 
its mother, and what it nurses from 
her builds its body, spiritualizes its 
mind and eventually determines its 
character. The affection of women is 
at once her weakness and her greatest 
strength. It is prayed upon and re
lied upon to minimize our faults and 
appraise our virtues commensurately. 
It was the human sympathy nf the 

Great Physician that perpetuates the 
worship of believers and compeis the 
admiration of those who deny his Di
vinity. It is that human sympathy 
which recalls to his mother the out
law whose hand is against every man 
and the memory of a mother's love 
that brings tears to the aged. 

"There are those in these days who 
would mate people as animals are con
trolled; who would regulate human 
offspring by the ability to maintain a 
fixed standard of living. Who are 
they that would patent licentiousness, 
deny the rights of parenthood and the 
privileges of being born? Surely they 
never felt the infant's breath on their 
cheek or saw the trusting soul of a 
child through its eyes, or evaluated, 
those who were reared in respectable 
poverty by self-denying mothers. 

Religion the Bloom of the Flower. 
"Religion is defined as any system 

of faith or worship. To a woman it is 
more. It is the bloom of a flower the 
coloring of a perfect fruit, the halo 
about the word Mother. It is through 
women men live and for women men 
work, war and prosper. It is through 
women God transmits to earth His 
spirit and to Him that it is recalled 
in His time. We know without rea
son, that it returns to its Creator from 
the turmoil of war or from the peace
ful environs of home. No one has ever 
seen, nor measured, nor classified, nor 
described, the spirit of man. Neither 
is the instinct that unerringly guides 

(Continued on page 8.) 

APPRECIATION FROM IRELAND 

P1S1 DIES OF U 
SISEASE 

The Rev. Ladislas Vardkerti, pastor 
of St. Ann's Polish church, Heovers-
ville, Pa., died from the effects of the 
excitement incident to his rescue of 
sacred objects from fire which de
stroyed the church and rectory last 
week. Father Vardkerti was aroused 
at 2:30 a. m. and found that the flames 
had already gained considerable head
way. He had made one trip ofit of 
the church, but as he emerged the 
second time, he fell. Firemen and 
spectators believed Im- had been over
come by smoke, Jwtt after working 
three hours, debtors failed to revive 
him and Was pronounced dead of 
heart dygifase. The origin of the fire 
is ualfo0$rh. t 

IMPORTANT IMMIGRATION 
STUDIES COMPLETEO 

A complete study of European and 
other immigration to the United 
States and of the parts played by the 
various racial and national groups of 
immigrants in the development, in
dustry, culture and government of the 
country, has just been concluded un
der the auspices of the K. of C. Ameri
can history commission, the chairman 
of the commission recently announced 

"Statistics of immigration have 
been most misleading," the statement 
says, "and this K. of C. study will, 
it is hoped, form an authoritative 
work on immigration and explode the 
fallacy by which remoter aliens seek 
to dominate more recent aliens." 

The contributions of the English, 
Celtic, Teutonic, Slav, Scandinavian, 
Jewish and Negro races have been pre
pared by recognized scholars of those 
races and will be made public by the 
Knights in book form. This inquiry 
into immigration and its effects has 
taken more than a year to complete 
and has constituted the major work of 
the K. of C. commission this year— 
last year's work being principally de 
voted to an inquiry into defective his
tory text-books. 

;BWD in FRURGE 
Right Rev. Henry Granjon, Bishop 

of Tuscon, Arizona, was buried last 
week at Brignais, near Lyons. Bishop 
Bourchany. Auxiliary of Lyons, pre 
sided at the funeral ceremonies. Bish
op Granjon came to Europe for his 
ad limina visit to the Pope, but fell 
ill and had spent a few months at 
Brignais, in hid native country, endeav
oring to recover his health. He was 
fifty-nine years old when he died on 
November 9. ' • , 

IRISH COMMENDATION OF N. C. 
W. C. NEWS SERVICE. 

Ecclesiastical Record Tells About 
Workings of Our Press 

Department. 

An appreciation of the work of the 
N. C. W. C. News Service is printed 
in the October issue of the Irish Ec
clesiastical Record, the official organ 
of the Catholic Church in Ireland, un
der the heading "The N. C. W. 
Press Agency." The article which is 
written by the Rev. T. A. Murphy, 
C. SS. R., praises the activities of the 
news service in America and recom
mends that Irish Catholic papers take 
advantage of the service or develop a 
similar organization of their own. 

"Among the news items," th6 article 
reads in part, "supplied by such well-
known press agencies as Reuters or 
the Associated Press, some papers 
nowadays carry paragraphs with the 
superscription N. C. W. C. News Serv
ice. Written in full, the superscrip
tion reads, 'The National Catholic 
Welfare Council News Service.' This 
new press agency has developed rap
idly, wields great power at present, 
and gives promise of untold influence 
for good in the future. It owes its 
origin to the fact that many American 
Catholics felt the necessity of having 
current events of Catholic interest 
sympathetically and accurately de
scribed, and not left to the mercy of 
press agents who have no sympathy 
with the Church or are (as often hap
pens) clearly prejudiced against it. 

"The new agency was agreed upon 
in September, 1919, and came into full 
workiqg operation in April, 1920. In 
less than a year and a half after its 
inception it was supplying news to 
seventy-six publications. As the 
agency is only one of the many activ
ities of the Catholic Welfare Council 
of the United States, it is under the 
control of the Bishops. Dr. Louis S. 
Walsh, Bishop of Portland, Maine, is 
its chairman, and valuable assistance 
has been rendered to it by Father J. J. 
Burke, C. S. P., general secretary of 
the Welfare Council. 

French Churchman's Elevation. 
"'At Notre Dame, Paris, Mgr. Bau-

drillart, Rector of the Catholic Insti 
tute, was consecrated titular Bishop 
of Nimeria. Cardinals Dubois and 
Lucon and Mgr. Ferretti, the Papal 
Nuncio, were present.—Reuter.' 

"This example is given just to show 
the advantages which a Catholic news 
agency possesses in supplying Catho
lic news. Its agents have a better un
derstanding of the events, and will 
weigh them better. They are on their 
guard against false anti-Catholic news 
and calumny, and far from giving 
these circulation, they will circulate 
an answer to them if other writers 
publish them. 

"It has often been urged by Irish 
Irelanders that Irishmen feed their in
tellects too exclusively on literature 
that comes from English sources; that 
Anglicization cut off Ireland to a great 
extent from the currents of European 
thought. The truth of this position 
cannot well be denied. Now come our 
fellow-Catholics in America offering 
Catholic news and vinvvs direct from 
America and from Europe, through 
American channels. Let us hope that 
our enterprising journalists in Ireland 
will profit by the offer. 

"There are some points which the 
men behind the Catholic Press mov« 
me»t in America lay stress upon trom 

time to time. It may be well to re
peat them here in conclusion: it in not 
a political movement, or one that 
seeks domination in any sphere; nei
ther is there question in it of vilifying 
the belief of any man. But there is 
question of rendering splendid service 
to the OL .iiHiV, aftii of helping to 
safeguard for Catholics the priceless 
treasure of their faith." 

TIMELY SERVICE. 
"This news bureau is up to date in 

every respect. For instance, it keeps 
what the newspaper men call a 'fu
ture book,' that is, a book in which 
are noted facts concerning pending 
events of importance. This enables 
the bureau to keep a watch on the 
unfolding of these events. It has also 
an Exchange Department, in which 
twenty-one secular daily papers and 
sixty Catholic weeklies are received. 
These publications are read through 
by experts, who cull out and file for 
reference whatever articles or news-
items may be of importance not only 
for the Press Bureau, but for any of 
the activities of the National Catholic 
Welfare Council. 

"The American Bishops have more 
than once signified their whole
hearted approval of the methods and 
work of their press agency. Every 
year they set aside one month as a 
National Catholic Press Month and 
one Sunday as a Press Sunday. This 
year the month was March, and the 
Sunday Sexagesima. Priests were re
quested to preach on the subject of 
the Catholic Press, and otherwise to 
help the movement. A new field of 
activity was opened when the New® 
Service publications were introduced 
into Catholic colleges in America. 
Forty colleges have already become 
subscribers, its well-written articles 
being looked upon as important fac
tors in the literary and Catholic train
ing of young Americans. The Catho
lics in the United States are eighteen 
millions strong, but the new paganism 
surrounds them on all sides. Irish
men have the same dangers at their 
own doors as the Americans have dan
gers that are just as insistent and just 
as great. 

COMPARING VAL.UE8 OF NEWS. 
"It may be worth while citing hero 

an instance of how the same item of 
news may he treated by different 
press agencies. In October last year, 
Mgr. Baudrillart, Rector of the Cath
olic Institute of Paris, was conse
crated Bishop. Mgr. Baudrillart was 
one of the most gifted intellects in 
France and on the day of his elevation 
to the Episcopate there was great and 
very genuine rejoicing in Paris, espe
cially as the Holy Father decided to 
permit him to remain at the head of 
the Catholic Institute. Two Cardinals 
and thirty-five Bishops were present 
at the consecration. Besides thesH 
there were members of the French 
Academy, professors of universities, 
and prominent representatives of 
State departments. At the dinner 
afterwards addresses were delivered 
congratulating the new Bishop, in thfi 
name of the people of France and oS 
Switzerland and of Spain. All thes« 
interesting facts were cabled to, and 
sent out to subscribers by the N. C. 
W. C. News Service. The honor ren
dered to the great French ecclesiastic 
in«de such a stir that even secular' 
agencies noted it. But a non-Catholid 
agency does not, and cannot treaty 
Catholic events with the same sympH-e 
thy and understanding as a Catholic* 
agency. Hero is, exactly, how tiief j 
pvent featured In an Irish (folly papag 
sf Vctvbej 31, 19S1;; j * ~ r ' 

X-

i. :4, 

mf* rV a*,«"*3 ^ * ,v- A ' u,i 1 


