
The American Situation
By C. M. Morrisson

There hasn't been a week since

the armistice was signed that the

friends of the Old Germany haven't
made some sort of an attempt to

soften American hearts toward

that evil, shattered empire We

have all heard soft-peda- l, sympa-

thetic talk about the "war is over."

about "forgetting and forgiving"

And the ruins of Rbeims, Louvain,

Ypres. and Cambrai have hardly

ceased smoking. The barbed wire

of the Hun has hardly rusted vet.
The grass of one summer has not

grown on American graves in the
Argon ne.

For some mysterious reason the

pro German in America is trying to

kill the Fifth Loan. He and Ger-

many's well wishers, and there were

and are thousands of them still, are

trying to stifle and smother the
Fifth Loan, trying to leave the
American Government without the
necessary resources to impose its
settlement terms on the Hun.

Listen for the now

that the loan is at hand. He is
whispering in trains and street cars,
in cross roads stores and on street
corners wild and foolish stories of
extravagance and waste, of need-

less bloodshed and a thousand and
one tales, harmless, vicious, morbid,

all told with the idea of cooling

American fervor, belittling Ameri-

can patriotism and making men
loth to support the American Gov-

ernment when every man's support
is needed.

The lover of old, hard, autocratic
Germany, the Hunland of the Black

Imperial Banner of

the Wilhelms. the Prussian Guard
of the Hindenburgs and Ludendorfis,
the Germany that died at Spa when
the armistice was signed, every
lover of Old Hunland is trying to
sway public opinion in behalf of the
Germany that is dead but that may
live again.

It takes the form of trying to
hamstring the Fifth Loan, just
now. Shrewd as of old, unscrupu
lous as the Hun who tried to em
broil the United States with Japan
and Mexico, the pro-Germ- is doing
bis best to make all mention of
the Fifth Loan a mockery and by
word.

It is good to remember that Ger
many stopped at nothing when she
started her Grand Raid on Europe.

She laughed at every principle of
humanity.' Old forms of cruelty,
forgotten since the middle ages
were resurrected by the unspeaka
ble nun when he went to war
There was no cruelty or outrage, no
form of destruction or death that
was too awful for Germany to make
use of. The Imperial German Gov
ernment set a pace in the methods
of warfare that struck at the heart
of all civilization.

And in the end the Bloody and
Inevitable End, remember that Ger
many came with reddened hands
raised high beaten to a standstill
whipped beyond all hope of recov
try, unable to fight a day longer.

And remember another thiog
Germany to this day in her heart
has never admitted defeat. When
the Prussian Guard went back to
Berlin, they went as conquerors
hailed with old Imperial songs, with
flowers in their rifle barrels. Not

a week ago, the old songs of Wil-helm- 's

day were sung on Berlin's
streets. Germany is dreaming again,
another devil's dream such as she
brooded over for forty years, a
dream of victory with revenge add-

ed this time as an incentive.
Germany's leaders pleaded for

mercy at the Spa meeting. It look

ed then and it seems now that the
, old Empire is gone, but something

is holding together the powerful and
;:. far reaching power (bat Berlin ere-- "'

ated long ago. Something is' still

working in every Allied and neutral bis country free to take up
(

country, working to weaken vie- - again evil dream on a greater

tor's, to improve the German posi j scale than ever before; a slower and
tion. playing a long game, a waiting mightier movement begin

came that reach down ! Fr Germany would again be free
- .

the generations. . .

And only a little while pass- -

ed since American doughboys were
ying in their "fox holes" up around

Stenay and Sedan. It been on
a few weeks since we were at

death grips along the Meuse. It
was only yesterday that French
cavalry rode into Montmedy and
Maubege behind the sullenly with
drawing Germ tin patrols German-

ism in America is by no means
dead as yet.

Germany has no legitimate claims
upon American sympathy. We all
remember that the Hun gave no
consideration to American protests
before we entered the war. .

It was the Kaiser himself who
told Ambassador Gerard that "After
the war, I will stand no foolishness
from America."

Aod those who have any knowl
edge of the sort of ruler Kaiser Wit-hel- m

was will concede he meant
what he said. He would have made
the eastern United States and such
other portions as he could reach

magnified picture of what he
did to Belgium and Northern France
Yet, there are the creatures of his
old regime, the Kaiser worshippe rs
and deep down lovers of Germany
right here trying to whisper poison
against the Fifth Loan into every
American ear that will listen.

Germany chose to underestimate
American power and influence be-

fore we came in, but the German
spirit does not propose to make the
sa me mistake again. And because
of that very , persistent sort of a
campaign has been started in
America since the signing of
armistice It has two purposes.
One is to soften hearts of Amer- -

cans toward the Germans by all
manner of arguments. The other.
and the more dangerous, is expect
ed to slow down American prepare
tions for after-wa- r work, persuade
Americans to be luke warm in gov

ernmental support aod to make the
United states unable to carry out
its great part' in making peace and
seeing that it is kept.

The true German in America
like nothing better than to

see America and France estranged
and to that end he has scattered all
manner of tales concerning French
men overcharging American sol
diers, payments for use of
trenches, about the dirt and disease
of French towns and literally nun
dreds of other stories. With the
want and squalor of the French he
always contrasts the "cleanlinees
and order" of the Rhine population
Anything to soften our hearts to
ward Germaoy and create a hatred
and mistrust of the French.

Between his attacks upon
Liberty or Fifth Loan, be assails
the English. He used bid racial
animosities, old lies in lying old
school histories,. old prejudices, any
thing that will stir up ancient feel
ing. A quarrel between England
and 'American .

delight the
true German heart beyond measure
since such quarrel would leave
Hunland free to go its way.

Consider the joy there would be
in every haunt of the real German
ism in this country and in Europe,
in Orient and in the South
American Republics, if the machina
tions of the old Germany would aid
in causing America's great Fifth
Loan to fail. The Hun every whee
would hail this as the turn in the
tide. It would mean that the
American people had virtually re-

pudiated the war. that they had for-

gotten their dead in France and
those who sleep under the slow

surges of the Atlantic done to death
by U boats.

.And straight way the real Ger

of the old regime would take
heart and hope again. He would
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to plot and plan across the cen-

turies and stamp out the beginning
of free government that have been
within her old boundaries. Again
would she look to the south and
the east for strength and for that
expansion that would be hers while
she again gathered her forces to
fling herself upon the world.

Logland alone cannot make sure
of a real peace Aided by France
she cannot give the world what it
is honing for. The strength of
America is necessary to bring this
to pass. Every German know3 this.
He understands that with America
out of the coalition it would be pos
sible to start that old diplomatic
move that might better things for
Germany. .

So the obvious thing for the Ger
man in America to do is to strike
at the first opportunity that offers
itself and that. is the Fifth or "Vic
tory Loan." That would weaken
America's power as no other one
thing would. It would indicate that
the common people of America and
the great financial power of the
United States were no longer back
of the American Government.

The "Iuvisible Germany," the old.
strong spirit that spread itself over
the world, before and during the
war, has managed to live in Amer-
ica. Crippled, broken, driven from
its old positions, it still manages to
ive, it is still directed by some

force that is inimical to America
and is friendly to the Hunland of

the Hohenzollerns and the Haps- -

buigs .

When ittie?, Whispers go round.
when the hints of American - ineffi
ciency and graft are being passed
along and the poisoned murmurings
of. wasted blood are heard it won't
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do us any harm to recall.
That so long ns there was the

slightest hope of victory the German
dream of domination of the world
refused to fade. -

So long as German armies could
make the least advance toward
Paris they were driven on and lives
counted for nothing.

As long as there was anything
that could be destroyed in the in
vaded districts, German armies were
encouraged to destroy and spare
nothing of value.

So long as Belgian and French
cities could pay, they were forced
to turn over contributions to the
Hun Every possible resource was
exhausted.

Just as long as there was a church
or cathedral in cannon shot the Ger
man guns slauimed shells into them.

So long as the ts could keep-th-

sea they continued to torpedo
passenger vessels as quickly as they
would a warship. Women and
children make no difference to the
Hun.

And as long as there was any
method of spreading terror among
their opponents, soldiers or innocen t
civilian population, the German
used it without compunction. Do
you recall the 75 mile gun that
killed women and children in the
churches of Paris?,

But when the war was lost, when
there was no more hope, when there
was panic in the army and rioting
at home, then the German quit.
The reddened hands-wen- t up. They
came begging for mercy.

But as soon as the first shock of
defeat was over, all over the world.
Germans began working to make
the best of a bad peace for them.
Adroitly and subtly they began
pleading the cause of Germany with
every .plausible argument that
could be offered. .

. Every kind of possible misconduct
of British, or French, or Italian is
distorted , and magnified. Every
thing that sbowo anything German,
of anything in Germany in a plea
sant light is adroitly brought for
ward and made the most of.

But above all things the desire
ot these propagandists is to get the
minds of the American people off
the war and off everything that is
connected with the war. Thsy are
anxious to know that German fac
tones are again busy turning out
great quantities of goods to under
sell Allied firms, to rob Allied
workman of good wages and better
opportunities. They are anxious Ao
see German ships back on the' seas,
grabbing at the carrying of the trade
of the world. They are anxious to
see American shipping sink back
to its old pre-w- ar position giving
the freighters of Hunland a chance.
They would like, to see American
industry slowed down, Americans
out of work and industrial chaos
here.

Ibey know too that the surest
most effective measure to - bring
that about will be to hanstring the
American Government financially
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With no money available, all the
after-the-wa- r plans that have been
made will come to naught. They
will fail if they are not financed
and the undertakings are far too
great for private capital however
patriotic to.be able to handle them.

Loyal Americans who have seen
their sons and brothers, fathers, and
husbands go across the seas to
crush the Prussian monster, who
have sent ther dollars after their
fighting men, will be in no humor
to palter with these emissaries.
They will not hesitate to support
the Fifth Loan with all that they
can afford to make sure that the
old Germanism will never be able
to lift its head again.

While the editor df a certain news
paper was away from home for a--
wbile, he left the paper in charge of
a minister of the gospel. - During
the minister's stay in the office the
following letter came from a sub-

scriber "I know very well that 1

paid my subscription to your' paper
the last time I was in your office;

If I get any more letters from you
as I received last week I will come
in and maul h 1 out of you." The
minister answered the note like this:
'I have been trying to get that out
of the editor for tea years, and if
you will come down and maul it out
of him then, my dear sir, I ' have
twenty members of my enufen 1
will let you operate on," Ex.

Dr. and Mrs. .1. M, Anderson re-

turned to Denver Friday after a visit
with bis parents Rev. and Mrs. John
Anderson north of this city. ..

J. B. Ryan returned to his home
in Springfield Monday after a visit
with his parents Mr. and Mrs. J. M.

Ryan. .

Mr. and Mrs. Layson Tuley and
little daughter, Mrs. Lloyd Redman
and Miss Cornelia Tuley were shop-

ping in Hannibal Wednesday.
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