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The Missouri Legislature
Both branches of the general as-

sembly are working to the end that
legislation will be in proper shape
for final adjournment not later than
May 12 The senate is holding
afternoon sessions and will probably
remain in session Saturday morn-
ings. By yirture of having more
members and much time being
taken up in roll calls night sessions
of the house will be held because
of the necessity! During the past
few days many measures tending
to increase the state revenue have
been presented. Representatives
Edwards of Dunklin and Dyott of
Howell have presented three bills
fixing a tax of 10 per cent on the
retail price of cigarettes, cigars, to-

bacco, playing cards, cosmetics,
rouge, lip paint, hair dyes, etc. The
collection of the tax is placed under
the food and drug commissioner.
Senator Duncan has a bill providing
for a tax on billboards of 5 mills
per square foot. The collection of
this tax is placed in the hands of
the secretary of state,

The right for women to vote for
president and vice-preside- has
passed both branches and been sign-

ed by Governor Gardner, who recom-

mended the passage of the measure.
Senator Kinney's bill exempting

educational, charitable and religious
institutions from the operation of
the inheritance tax law has been
passed by' the senate.

Representative Killum's bill pro
vtding for a SLOUOOOO revolving
"fund for the - state to burtimtKr
acd swamp lands to sell sailors, sol
diers and marines has passed the
senate and been engrossed in the
house. It is hope in this manner to
provide farms and employment for
those who participated in the world
war.

The d eath penalty has been res-

tored in the senate by a vote of 22
to 8 The measure will come up in
the house later.

Auditor Hackmann's effort to tax
farm lands of the state at the actual
cash value is again before the
Board of Equalization. This is op-

posed by Attorney General McAlli-
ster, Treasurer Middlekamp and
Secretary of State Sullivan. In dis-

cussing the matter General McAlli-
ster issued the following statement:
There seems to be nn effort to cre-

ate the impression that the assessors
bave returned property at ed

full value' in all but seveif of the
count ies of the state The State
Tax Commission has recommended
in its report fractional, or flat per-
centage, raises on farm lands shown
in 74 of the 114 counties, or prac-
tically twothirds of them, and in
the city of St. Louis, the Tax Com-

mission has been compelled to re-

commend arbitrary increases in the
valuations returned by the assessors
in that class of property, of from 5
to 400 per cent, to bring them up to
its notion of full value. Many of
these raises are so large as to
amount to an attempt by the com-missi- on

to reassess the property."
Three measures urged by farmers'

organizations have passed the house.
They provide for the license and con-

trol of commission merchants. It
also provides that commission men
report on the condition of the com-
modity when it was received and
sold and the price within 48 hours
after sale. Another measure pro-

vides for a state bureau of market-
ing and puts the work under the
supervision of the State Board of
Agriculture. A feature of this bill

is the gathering of crop reports
Farmers are permitted to organize
and conduct co operative associa
lions without violation of the anti-
trust law.

Representative Frank H. Karris
and Hon Bainbridge Colby of New
York have been the speakers favor-
ing tbe League of Nations this week.
Mr. Farris in a strong plea for the
league addressed a large crowd in
.the bouse Sunday afternoon. Mr.
Farris' oratory was of the usual
good order and the entire address
was more than pleasing to bis audi
tors Mr. Colby spoke Tuesday eve-in-g

and, like Mr. Farris. gave strong
arguments for the adoption of the
League of Nations plan. He is one
of the leading Progressives in tbe
country and was a right hand man
of the late Colonel Roosevelt during
the 1912 campaign.

The senate has engrossed a bill
providing for a license fee of from
$5 to $50 for abstractors and a bond
of from $10,000 to $25,000. Many
abstractors already feature the use
of an indemnity bond as a business
getter.

Tbe "bone dry" bill to bring about
the enforcement of the federal
amendment prohibiting the sale of
liquor has passed the house and
will come up for a hearing in the
senate Thursday. It contains a
search and seizure provision that
b&s brought about some objection.

Republican members of the house
have blocked the effort of all to
secure tbtf; subi&beltf) tor; a vote1 of
the people the question of a coristi
tutional convention. An act per-

muting this was introduced early in
tbe session, but has been held up
by Republican members of tbe com-

mittee.
The salary of circuit judges has

been increased from $3 200 to $4,500
per year. An increase has also
been given court reporters, giving
them a salary of $2,000.
' A bill has been engrossed in the

house fixing as a minimum the pay
of school teachers in districts where
state aid is obtained. The measure
fixes the amounts as follows: For
third grade teachers, $65; second,
$80; first, $100. " If more than the
amounts named are paid state aid
is not obtainable.

The senate has passed Senator
McClintic'8 measure providing for
the submission of a bond issue of
$60,000,000 to the voters of the
state for good roads. This measure
has tbe backing of Govenor Gardner

The senate has adopted Senator
Bu ford's bill designating the crab
apple blossom as the state flower.

If the program of the Victory
Loan organization does not mis-

carry, one of Uncle Sam's battle
tanks will be exhibited on the streets
of Monroe City on Friday, May 2,
from7? o'clock a. m. to 1 o'clock p
m. Tbe tank will be brought here
on a Burlington special train. Dur
log the demonstration on our streets
it will be mamned by soldiers who
have seen actual service overseas,
and brief talks will be made. This
tank weighs over seven tons, is fully
armored, sixteen feet long and ten
feet high. The special train will go
from here to Shelbina where it will
remain until 1030 p. m.

Chas- - Tully, Emmett Robey,
Henry McCann, George Mudd, Joe
Mudd, Fee Pierceall and Sterling
Hays attended the class initiation
and banquet of tbe Knights of Co-

lumbus at Moberly Sunday.

COMMENCEMENT
Commencement exercises of the

Monroe City high School will be
beld Friday ' evening, May 23rd. at
the High School Auditorium The
class this year numbers twenty-six- ,

fifteen girls and eleven boys. This
is the third largest class to grad
uate in tbe history of the school.

Dr. Cameron Harmon, President
of Missouri Wesleyan College at
Cameron, Mo, will deliver the Com
mencement address. .

The Baccalaureate sermon will be
delivered by the Rev. B. T. Wharton
of the Christian Church at the audi-

torium on Sunday evening, May 18.

The members of the graduating
class are as follows:

Totn Proctor
- Mary Bristow

Fay Delaney
Roswell Johnson
Harry Longmire
Harrv McGee
William Nolen
Lucia Proctor
Emmett Robey
Lillian Watts
Irene Utterback

. Mazo Wolf
Royal A. Young

' Ernest Clark, Jr.
Luther Griffith '
Elizabeth Glascock
Charlie Hicks
Carolyn Jackson
Virginia Jacobs
Grace Quick
Jessie Quick
June Rouse
Frances Webster
Donald Wilson
Lillian Weakley1

.
jJoia- - Hawkins. ' '

Aftermath
Suit for $200.000 against The

Kansas City Star Tuesday was filed
by Dr. B Clark Hyde; three times
tried on the charge of murdering
Col Thomas H. Swope, bachelor and
millionaire, uncle of Mrs. Hyde,

The 6uit is based on an allega-
tion of damage growing, from tbe
publication in The Star of an alleg-
ed quotation of conversation be-

tween nurses in the Swope home
and DT G. T. Twyman, Swope's
physician following the death of
Swope. Twyman died while a jury
to try Dr. Hyde was being impanel-
ed, and efforts of the State to have
the alleged conversation entered in
tbe records of the case failed.

The charges against Hyde were
dismissed after bis third trial, which
resulted in a disagreement by the
jury.

Victory Loan Payments
Secretary Glass has announced

the dates upon which payments
will be required on the notes of the
Victory Loan as follows:

10 per cent on or before July 15.

20 per cent on or before
August 12.

20 per cent on or before Septem-
ber a

20 per cent on or before Octo-

ber 7.
20 per cent on or before Novem-

ber 11, with accrued interest on de-

ferred installments.
Payments in full can be made on

May 20, the 10 per cent required
with application having been duly
paid on or before May 10. Pay-
ment can also be completed on any
installment date with accrued in-

terest.

The papers say the, people of
Germany are fighting for food. We
o D6erve that a good many of us at
home are scratching pretty lively for
the same thing.

Miss Rose Mudd was a gue3t of
friends in Lakeuan Sunday.

Stale H'storlcal Society

Spring Improvements
Few things give more pleasure

and satisfaction than living in a
beautiful town. One may not have
much money to spend on the de-

velopment of his home place. But
whoever raises fine trees, shrubs,
and flowers, gives pleasure to all
his townspeople. And all can help
maintain that order which is the
foundation of all beauty.

To secure a town of this kind
takes constant effort and vigilance.
The general run of people are care
less, and they are very busy. If a
few people on a street are indifferent
about maintaining order, the bad
example infects the whole neighbor-
hood.

So there needs to be a persistent
campaign to create higher standards
of care of the exterior of homes and
public places. The desire should
be cultivated for such improvements
as will beautify the community and
all its dwellings.

Higher standards of care are neces-
sary than formerly if a community
is to acquire a reputation for an at-

tractive appearance. A stream of
automobile visitors comes through
from early spring to winter. If the
people of this community are slow
to clean up their grounds and re-

move rubbish, if there is a general
condition of neglect, no one of these
visitors will have much to say in
favor of Monroe City. But if the
spring Clean up work is thoroughly
done, if there is a general appearance
of neatness and care, the word will
be passed in every town within 100
miles that Monroe City is one of the
best looking places in the state

If the people are acttye in plan'
ing trees and shrubbery, working "to

beautify their homes and streets
that fact will make its impression
on a wide area of country. The
word will go around that in a few
years Monroe is going to be the
finest place in this section, from the
way the people are taking hold to
make improvements.

Men who deserted from the Unit-

ed States army to join forces of
against Germany before

America entered the war held by
the war department to be deserters.
They are urged to surrender to the
military autorities on returning to
this country to determine whether
leoiency should be shown them
The presumption will be strong in
the case of such soldiers that they
should be restored to duty without
trial, provided they left with a clean
record and were honorably discharg
ed from the allied forces. Men who
deserted after the United Stated en
tered the war are held not to be en
titled to special consideration, even
if they later joined the allied forces
abroad.

The Government does not want
any man who actually is financial-
ly unable to buy a Victory Liberty
Note (short term bond) to purchase.
But it does want every man who is
able, even by skimping, to do so.
It is up to the individual to decide
this question. On the decision de
pends whether the individual is a
patriot or a slacker. ' The man who
is able and does not buy cannot
have the respect of even himself.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hicks and two
children, of Goodwin, Ark, came in
Monday for a several months stay
in this city. Mr Hicks was com-
pelled to give up his school for
a while on account of bad health.

Mrs. W. W. Tait and daughter,
Mailyn and sister, Miss Maude Scott
spent from Sunday until Tuesday
at Anabel with their parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Geo Scott.

How Good Was the Army?
The Democrat finds thu the re-

turning soldiers are giving quite
different opinions in regard to the
level of military efficiency which
the United States army attained in
the recent fighting The popular
impression is that it was the best
army over there. The feeling of a
lot of people is that the American
army was pretty nearly the whole
show, until they are reminded that
the French and English eacii lust a-b-

1.000,000 men, compared to
one tenth tnu number from the
American forces.

Other soldiers take the positions
that while the United States' army
was on the. way to make a very
wonderful force, its inexperience
was so great that it lost far too
many men for the operations con-

ducted. They point to the many
young officers who after but a short
training were made majors and
colonels. They had had no adequate
experience in handling such large
bodies of troops.

It is the opinion of some whose
judgement is entitled to respect,
that at the time of the armistice
the American army had not reach-
ed the military efficiency of auy of
tbe forces. As it had been in the line
so short a time, it would be almost
incredible if it did equal these sea-

soned veterans who had seen years
of fighting

To this the other point of view
replies that at any rate the Amer-
ican boys went in and took their
objectives. Tbe heavy losses u ay
be defended on the ground that a
quick offensive campaign of this
kind is often less costly iu the end
than a more cautious strategy.
- The American peopie have the
bravest and most resourceful sol-

diers in the world. But they can't
expect to go into a war without pre-

paration and lick all comers. What
is needed is not a big standing army,
but a large standing force of
thoroughly competent and highly
trained officers. With such a force
to serve as a skeleton for a bigger
organization, a great army could
b.-- trained in the minimum of time.

C. A. Thomas, of near Huntington
made this office a pleasant call
Tuesday and advanced his subscrip-

tion to the Democrat another year.
Mr. Thomas has been a constant
reader for a long time, and he want-

ed to know, as all other papers had
raised their subscriptions, why we
had not done so. We frankly told
him that we had no reasonable ex-

cuse, that we should have done so
but didn't. The Democrat has a

large list of subscribers at Hunting-
ton of which we are justly proud,
people like Mr. Thomas who are
willing to pay for what they get and
pay what it is worth men who are
a help to the town or community
in which they live

S. B. Thiehoff who last Friday
underwent a surgical operation at
the Missouri Baptist Sanitarim in
St. Louis, is reported as recovering
nicely and is expected to return
home in about three weeks. Mrs
Thiehoff accompanied him to St.
Louis and returned Sunday. She
will go back Friday night and spend
Saturday and Sunday with him.
Mr. Thiehoffs many friends here
will be pleased to learn be is getting
on splendidly.

Besides being represented in the
Missouri State Conference by a
strong ball team, the Chillicothe
Business College last week organized
a league within the college and has
arranged a series of twenty . games
between the teams of the five state
clubs.


