
IVING MACHINES.

FARMERS' INSTITUTES.

That ample notice may bo given to the farmers of the State regarding
the next series of farmers' institutes, announcement is now raado that a
series will be held during the coining fall and winter and that applications
for meetings will now be received. Institutes were held last year in about
one-ha- lf of the counties of the State as follows :

Adair, Dent, Lewis, Phelps,
Andrew, Franklin, Linn, Platte,
Audrain, Gentry, Livingston, Folk.
Harry, Grundy, Macon, Handolph,
Benton, Gasconade, Madison, Itay,
Bollinger, Harrison, Mercer, Saline,
Buchanan, Henry, Miller. Scotland,
Callawav, Hickorv, Moniteau, Shannon,
Cape Girardeau, Holt, Monroe. Schuyler,
Cass, Jackson, Montgomery, Shelby,
Christian, Johnson, Morgan, Stoddard,
Cooper, Laclede, Oregon, Sullivan,
Dade, LaFayetto, Osage, Wright.
Daviess,

Preference for the coming series will be given to other counties not
included in tho'foregoing list, but if any of these fail to request an institute
invitations will be accepted from counties in which institutes were held
last season up to the extent of funds available for this purpose.

It should be understood that these institutes are held only at or near
points from whence invitations come, and where there will be enough
interest taken to promise a successful meeting. The series involve the
expenditure of considerable money and much labor, and the Board cannot
undertake to hold meetings where the outlay will not result in enough
good to warrant it. To make the meetings of value to a community the
people must expect to render assistance both in working up an interest
among all classes beforehand, and also by assisting with the program.
Missouri is too large a State for the Board to expect to hold fifty or sixty
meetings in as many counties and have at each meeting a large corps of
speakers; and, even if it could do this, meeting the enormous expense, it
is not the best way to help the farmers. Ono of the leading purposes of
these institutes is to get the farmers into ways of gathering information
from among themselves, by getting them together to discuss best means
and methods of farming. Hence it is very desirable that at all of the
meetings held by the Board the farmers and their wive3, sons and daughters
be induced to assist with the programs. The Board will have speakers at
all of the meetings to assist, but the more nearly a meeting is carried on
by local talent the greater good done. There is enough material in
every farming community in the State to mako a good meeting, the only
difficulty is in getting individuals to do what they can.

It should be understood further that a meeting need not be held in a
large town to be successful. Indeed, as a rule, our best meetings are those
held m the small places or even entirely out in the country. It requires a
large amount of work to get all of the arrangements for a series of insti-
tutes perfected, hence the Board of Agriculture will be glad to have com-
munities desiring institutes this fall and winter to notify this office as early
as possible.

THE ROAD CONVENTION

TO BE HELD IN CHILLICOTHE, MO., AUGUST 16TH TO 19TH, 1892.

As announced in the last Bulletin, arrangements are being perfected
by the State Board of Agriculture for a road convention, at Chillicothe,
Mo., August 16, 17, 18 and 19, 1892. It is the intention to mako this
meeting a school of instruction in the art of road building, and to that
end engineers and expert road-builde- rs will be present, and with the use of
road-grader- s, rollers, rock-crushe- rs and other appliances will construct
sections of road after the most approved systems. A full line of road
machinery and of road surface material will be on exhibition and used,
and in the hands of experts cannot fail to make the occasion a most
instructive one.

At night sessions there will be addresses and lectures on road
improvement by speakers whom it will pay to go a long way to hear.
Among those expected to speak are the Hon. Norman J. Colman,

States Secretary of Agriculture ; the Hon. I B. Potter, of Now
York, editor of Good Roads; Col. A. A. Pope, of Boston, and the Hon.
Geo. Burnet, President Board of Public Improvement, St. Louis, Mo.

The full Board of Agriculture, including Gov. Francis, is expected to
attend.

Reduced railroad and hotel rates have been asked for, and will doubt-
less be secured. As the railroad companies are vitally interested in the
improvement of our wagon roads it is expected that they will lend their
assistance to this movement, and grant a rate of one fare for the round trip.

Everybody who is interested in road improvement in Missouri is urged
to attend this meeting. County courts are requested to appoint delegates,
and it is hoped that every county in the state will bo well represented.

Members of the League of American Wheelmen, of whom there are
about six hundred in Missouri, are invited to attend. Members of the
Missouri press are especially asked to be present, and if, in the meantime,
they will, through the columns of the papers, continue to encourage this
movement in the direction of good roads, the assistance thus given will be
appreciated by a grateful public.

Further information concerning the meeting can be had by addressing
the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture, Columbia, Mo.

THE ROAD CONVENTION AT SPRINGFIELD, MO.

The State Road Improvement Convention called by the Greene County
Road Improvement Society, and held in Springfield, Mo., May 4th to 7th,
was a success. A large number of delegates wore present, coming from
the remote corners of the State. Judge Appleby, of tho Greene County
Court called the convention to ordor, Senator Cochran, of St. Joseph,
was made chairman, and Levi Chubbuck secretary, with J. L. Mellon
and J. E. Cobb as assistants.

The following committees were appointed :

Committeo on Credentials J. L. Mellon, A. Nelson, W. A. Brown,
John Purdy and J. F. Pollard.

Committeo on Resolutions J. J. Patton, S. L. Bay, J. F. Pollard,
J. N. Southern, Mason Talbert, George Harned, B. E. Johnson, W. P.
Summers, J. M. Weeks, J. F. Pitts, J. L. Erwin and J. L. Walker.

The afternoon session was occupied in the discussion of the following
subjects, viz.:

What is practical under the present road law ?

What are the defects of the same and what is the remedy?
Many resolutions were offered and discussed, then referred to the

Committee on Resolutions, which reported the next day as follows :

RESOLUTIONS.

As the sense of this convention upon the subject of road improvements
in tho State of Missouri we submit the following propositions :

First The enlargement of the power of counties, townships and road
districts in the matter of devising ways and means for the improvement of
public highways so that the largest portion possible of the public revenue
may go to a fund to bo used solidly for road improvement, the enlargement
of road districts, so a3 to give longer employment through the season of
road work so as to secure greater skill, and tho use of improved machines
in road construction.

Second That all State and county revenues from dramshop licenses,
and all such revenues in cities of the second class, be applied to building,
maintaining and repairing public streets and highways.

Third That provision should be made by law whereby private citizens
may subscribe for building public graded and paved roads in part, and be
entitled to aid in such work from public funds.

Fourth That provision should bo made by law whereby townships,
districts, or other subdivisions of tho State may organize, upon a vote of the
people, for road purposes, and for building and maintaining public roads.

Fifth Tho submission to a vote of the peoplo of a constitutional
amendment lodging in the various counties of the State the power to
determine the question of tho sum to bo raised by taxation of its citizens
for the purpose of improving tho public highways, bo that the improve-
ment of roadB, and tho provision of ways and means therefor shall be
Bubject to the decision of each county by & vote of tho people thereof.

Sixth That in each county and township in the State there shall be
formed a ' Road Improvement Association," having a president, vice-preside- nt

and secretary, the purposes of which will bo to obtain information
and data, to inaugurate road improvements in their respective districts, to
have unofficially and generally in chargo the public interests in respect to
such improvement, and to with the State Roads Improvement
Association.
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Tho following consitution and by-la- of tho State Roads Improve-
ment Association was also reported by tho committee and recommended
for adoption :

During the afternoon tho delegates were taken in carriages through
tho streets of Springfield and shown the beauties of the " Queen of tho
Ozarks." The ride was much enjoyed and the kindness of the citizens
highly appreciated.

At the night and closing session resolutions embodying the thanks of
the convention to the citizens of Springfield, the proprietor of the opera
house, the railroads and the press were adopted.

Resolutions commending the work of the State Board of Agriculture
in having the road questions discussed at tho Farmers' Institutues, and
also in publishing and distributing literature relating to the advantages of
good country roads ; and recommending the Thirty-sixt- h General Assembly
bo asked to make an appropriation of $5,000 for two years, to be used by
the board in disseminating information among tho people of the State
regarding the importance, etc., of good roads, were introduced by editor
J. R. Brandon, of the Fulton Sun, and adopted.

After tho final adjournment of the convention those who were
interested in tho forming of a State Roads Improvement Association
gathered on the platform and signed a roll of members. Pending a regular
meeting for tho election of officers, Mr. J. L. Erwin, of Fulton, was
designated to act as President and Levi Chubbuck as Secretary. Member-
ship dues wore paid the latter.

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE I.

Name. The name of this organization shall be " Tho Missouri Stato
Roads Improvement Association."

ARTICLE II.
Object. Tho object of this association shall be to improve the public

roads of the State of Missouri. To this end it proposes : First. By
every proper means to increase tho knowledge of the public and stimulate
its interest concerning the advantages of good roads and the manner of
constructing and maintaining them. Second. To procure by appropriate
legislation a change in the present laws governing the construction and
maintenance of the public roads so a3 to increase their efficiency.

ARTICLE III.

Officers. The officers shall bo as follows : Honorary President,
President, one Vice-Preside- nt for each Count' in the State, Secretary,
Treasurer and a Board of Trustees to consist of tho President, Secretary
and Treasurer and ten other active members of the association.

ARTICLE IV.

Memrership. Any citizen f the Stato of Missouri, of good moral
character, may become an active member of this association by signing a
membership blank setting forth tho object of tho association. No initia-
tion fee shall bo exacted from any member, nor shall any assessment be
levied at any time ; but each active member Bhall pay into the treasury tho
sum of ono dollar on or before the firlt day of January next, following the
date of his admission and each year thereafter, as and for his annual
membership dues. Any active member of tho association may become a
life member by paying into the treasury the sum of twenty-fiv- e dollars, and
shall thereafter be exempt from tho payment of all yearly dues. Tho
name of any member may, for cause, bo stricken from the roll by the con-
current action of not less than two-thir- of the Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE V.

Government. Tho Board of Trustees shall have executive control
and direction of the affairs of the association at all times when tho associa-

tion is not in session. Said Board shall have charge and control of the
property and assets of tho association and shall make, or authorize to be
made, all contracts, purchases and expenditures, but shall have no power
to render the association liable for any debt beyond tho amount actually in
the treasury at the time" of contracting such debt, and not needed for the
discharge of existing liabilities.

ARTICLE VI.

Amendments. This constitution shall not be altered or amended
except by a proposition setting forth the exact language of the proposed
amendment and submitted in writing to the Board of Trustees at least
thirty days before a stated meeting of tho association. Upon receiving
any proposed amendment a3 herein provided, the Board of Trustees shall
forthwith cause a copy thereof to be sent to each member of the associa-

tion, and tho proposition to amend shall, at the next stated meeting of tho
association, be taken up for action ; but no proposed alteration or amend-
ment shall bo adopted except by tho affirmative vote of three-fourt- of
tho members present at a stated meeting of tho association.

BY-LAW- S.

I. HONORARY PRESIDENT.

The title of Honorary President may, by the assent of a majority of
the Board of Trustees, be conferred upon any citizen of the Stato whom
they may thus elect to honor. He shall bo entitled to preside at any
meeting of tho association when invited so to presido by tho Board of
Trustees, or by tho President.

II. PRESIDENTS AND VICE-PRESIDENT-S.

Except as provided in the last article, the President shall preside at all
meetings of the associations and of tho Board of Trustees, and, in connec-
tion with the Secretary, shall Bign all written contracts of the association.
The Vice-Preside- nt shall, in tho order of their priority, preside at all
meetings of the association, in tho absence or disability of the President.
The priority of Vice-Presiden- ts shall be determined and recorded in tho
order of their several counties, in the same order and scale as are shown by
the gradation of membership from highest to lowest furnished by each of
the several counties to the roll of the association.

III. SECRETARY.

The Secretary shall keep a correct roll of membership and shall sep-

arately record a list of members in each of the several counties. He shall
conduct the correspondence and keep the records of the association, which
shall, at all reasonable times, bo open to tho inspection of any member.
He shall collect, compile and arrange such printed and written matter as
may come to his hands, having valuable reference to the work of the
association, and shall, under direction of the Board of Trustees, edit such
publications as the said Board may determine to issue in the name of the
association. He shall cause all members to notified in writing of each
meeting of the association and shall furnish to the Treasurer a list of names
of all members joining tho association, with the date of their several
admissions. He shall also, in general, perform such other duties, ordi-

narily pertaining to the office of Secretary, a3 may bo required of him by
tho Board of Trustees.

IV. TREASURER.

The treasurer shall collect all due3 and subscriptions, keep the accounts
of the association, make all disbursements approved by the Board of Trus-
tees, and keep the proper vouchers therefor. He shall attend each meeting
of the Board of Trustees, mako a statement of tho finances, and, at each
stated meeting of the association, shall present a written report and exhibit
his accounts. His books shall, at all reasonable times, be open to the
inspection of any member of the Board of Trustoes.

V. TRUSTEES.

It Bhall be the duty of each Trnsteo to attend all meetings of the
Board and to give careful consideration to all matters brought before the
Board for action.

VI. COMMITTEES.

There shall be a committee appointed by each new Board of Trustees
at its first meeting, and the committee so appointed shall be called a com-

mittee on membership and subscription. It shall consist of five Trustees,
whose duty it shall be to pass upon all matters relating to the increase of
membership and the raising of such funds by subscription as may be
necessary to carry on the work of the association. They snail, upon receiv-

ing any funds in behalf of tho association, forthwith deliver the same to
the Treasurer and receive his proper voucher therefor.

VII. MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the association shall be held on the Second eve;
Tuesday in January of each year, at such place as the Board of Trustees
may select, and at each annual meeting shall occur the election of ollicere. Vrl,
Special meetings of the association shall be called bv the Secretary when
directed by the President or by five members of the "Board of Trustees,
by the request of fifty members of the association, over their own si'iia- -
tures, setting forth the purpose thereof. "

The Board of trustees shall meet at such times and places as tlu,at
President may appoint, and at least every six months during their term o. 11 r"'
office. ighteenth

Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum at anv meetin"- of the it. Mich;
association ; and at all meetings of the Board of Trustees a majoritv of
said board shall constitute a quorum. No member of the association", or
any Board or Committee thereof, shall be permitted to vote bv proxy.

ELECTIONS.
All elections shall be by ballot. Each otlicer shall be balloted for sep-

arately, and a plurality of the votes cast shall determine the election.

At all
be as follows

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
egular meetings of the association the order of business shall

1. Reading of the Minnte3.
2. Report of the Secretary.
3. Report of tho Treasurer.
4. Reading of the Minutes of the Board of Trustees.
5. Reports of Committees.
6. Elections.
7. Unfinished Business.
8. Miscellaneous Business.
9. Adjournment.

AMENDMENTS.
These by-la- shall not be altered or amended except by the concur-

rent assent of three-fourt- of the members present at a regular meeting of
the association ; but no proposition to alter or amend shall be considered,
unless each member of the association shall have received at least ten days
written notice thereof before the meeting at which the proposition to alter
or amend is submitted.

A by-la- may be suspended during any meeting of the association by
the unanimous vote of all the members present, but not otherwise.

IMPROVEMENT OF HIGHWAYS.
Connecticut bids fair to lead the way in the movement for good roads.

The first steps have been taken already, and it is probable that within the
next year practical work will be begun under a new law which has been
proposed.

The measure wa3 prepared by a committee of the Connecticut State
Board of Trade; and its provisions appear to command general approval,
the State Grange as well as the Connecticut League of Wheelmen giving
the bill effective support. If the present legislature should fail to adopt
it, that to be elected in November probably will do so.

In brief, the bill provides for the appointment of a highway com-
mission by the governor, the commission to consist of three members,
whoso term of office shall be six ycare. This commission shall have control
of the highways to ,bc improved and maintained mainly at the expense of
tho State, and its outlay upon such highwa-- s shall not exceed 130,000
annually.

The question of improved highways i3 one of live interest, and Missouri
should not be behindhand in taking it up and giving it a practical solution.
The need of good roads is very great, and the legislature to be chosen this
fall should be elected with reference to this most important interest. Holt
Co, Sentinel.

FOR BETTER ROADS.

At a recent session of the Illinois Hard-Roa- d Convention hold at
Springfield, 111., the following resolutions were adopted :

Whereas, Heretofore the interest and enthusiasm in the good-road- s

movement, especially among farmers, and the agitation for good roads
have died down when settled weather has made our dirt roads passable ;

and,
Whereas, It is clearly impossible to obtain helpful legislation and

the use thereof unless we have a powerful public sentiment favorable to
good roads which can be obtainod and held only by persistent, continuous,
educational work among the masses ; therefore,

Resolved, That this convention appoint a Committeo of Education
consisting of five discreet persons earnestly devoted to the cause of road
improvement, whose duty it shall be to collect information about the
advantages of good roads, their cost, the bc3t means of providing the
necessary funds, and other pertinent information, and shall diffuse thi3
information as much as possible by the press and other agencies.

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to attend the State
conventions of their respectivo political parties and endeavor to secure the
adoption of a plank in their platform indorsing the object for which this
association is held.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed hereafter by the
President of this Association to present the matter of permanent or
improved public roads to our next Legislature and to umj their utmost
endeavors to secure such" legislation as may be necessary to promote the
objects of this Association.

Whereas, Being opposed to convict labor coming in contact with
free labor, we demand that convict labor be utilized in improving our
public highways.

WIDE WAGON TIRES AND DRAINAGE.
Levi Cliubbuclc, Secretary:

I am going to write you a few lines in regard to roads, in which I see
you, a3 well as many others, are much interested.

Much has been said and written during the past year on this subject,
and of fifty articles clipped from different newspapers in this State, and
published in your last Bulletin, but one mentioned the real causes that
are responsible for the condition of our highways. My motto has been for
many years: First, thorough drainage, ditches deep enough to prevent any
water getting on the road-be- d from the outside ; second, wide tires on all
vehicles excepting one and two-sc- at carriages.

Ordinary farm wagons should have four-inc- h tires, and the limit to be
carried on them two tons or 4,000 pounds gross, which would include
weight of wagon, driver, etc. For every additional ton one inch of tire
should be required. Tims, threo tons, five-inc- h ; fou tons, six-inc- h tire,
and so on. In France no freight wagon ha3 Iethan six-inc- h tires, and in
many instances the rear axle is one foot or more longer than the front one,
thereby smoothing or rolling two feet or more of road-be- d at each passage.

In England very wide tires are used, and the limit required by law is
not reached on all wagons until fourteen inches is on wheels of the heaviest
tonnage.

Now unless the Legislate --c of this State legislate the narrow tires out
of existence, there is little use in being to any expense except drainage in
bettering the roads. In nine years' residence in the heart of Kansas City, I
had a continual object-lesso- n of narrow tires rapidly destroying any and all
kinds of pavement, even Medina stone.

For many years I have been satisfied that narrow tires were the cause
of more damage to the peoplo of this State than the hog cholera, for that
is only at intervals, and only affects a portion of tiie farmers who are so
unfortunate as to lose more" or less of their hogs, while narrow tires are
doing their mischief every day and every hour, destroying the most costly
roads and streets. On roads that sustain a heavy traffic gravel or macadam
is needed, but with wide tires less than one-ha- lf the thickness will bo
required. I have two wide-tire- d wagons for general use, and don't allow a
narrow-tire- d one on my farm under any circumstances. There is no day
in a year when a team cannot haul a heavier load on a wide tire than on a
narrow one. I have had four years' practical experience with wide tires on
all kinds of roads and streets in Kansas City and vicinity and know whereof
I speak.

The cost of changing a common farm wagon of one and one-half-in-

tire to four-inc- h steel tire one-four- th or in thickness,
will fall between twelve and sixteen dollars, and Legislatures of other
States have allowed one year's time to make the change. Of course all new
wagons built in this State or shipped in would be omit wide at a small cost
above the worthless one and h m general use now. In your
position you can agitate tho two practical points I have mentioned in news-

papers in every county in the State, and by the time the Legislature meets
again public sentiment will demand such legislation. Colrnan's Rural
World and the Ohio Farmer both charge the impassable condition of all
roads whore it belongs to narrow tirc3. You re respectfully,

Lathrop, Mo. Geo. A. Patch.
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