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CHICAGO.SOCIALIST AND PREACHER. A TRAMP'S DIARY.getting head and ears, body, feet and
all, into the trough and monopolizing
anything and everything within his

reach,
There is nothing in the philosophy of

Socialism to prevent the Deist, the Pan-

theist, the Atheist. th Agnostic, lhe
Buddhist, Jew or Christian from being
a Socialist.

It is n. t, therefore, surprising that
Comrade Vroonian is a Christian and at
the same time a Socialist. It would be
far more surprising if, with the keen

intellect, the j lofty ideals, the moral

courage, and the knowledge of the
labor problem, and the true solution of
that problem that Harry C. Vroonian

possesses, he should abandon the So-

cialists, as stated in the Evening Tele-

gram. KUAN KLIN BlUTON.

companies operating fragments of road,
but in the direction of greater combina-
tion and concentration under the con-
trol of the government, so that our sys-
tem of rail ways shall bo operated with
the greatest economy and for the bene-
fit of the w hole people, and not for the
profit of the few.

But let us examine the extent of rail-

way combination as it now exists
among us. In the first place there are
some tiOU independent companies. But
these companies are small concerns, ope-
rating on the average not more than
'' miles of road each, and not more than
five trains per day per company. And
these little companies are steadily being
absorbed into the organized railway
monopoly, for which they are naturally
but outlets and feeders.

Coming to the monopoly itself we
find first a vast amount of auxiliary
business that has been tied to the rail-

way system by its ambitious managers.
Thus the Erie Railway has saw mills,
two Georgia companies run banks, six
Eastern companies control the entire
anthracite coal business, while through-
out the West the soft coal lands and
mines have been acquired by the rail-

ways. Several companies have gone
into the insurance business, while a
score of companies hold public lands
amounting to, in lssT, 110,,'no square
miles an area two and one-hal- f times
the size of the State of New York.
There are also attached to this railway
monopoly lines of steamships on the
lakes and on the oceans. Over 70
steamships, each of over 2,500 tons and
upwards, control traffic on the lakes,
and there are railway steamship lines
on the Pacific to Japan and Alaska and
along the coasts. The same is true in
the Gulf of Mexico and in the Atlantic,
where the railway steamship is fast
grasping the carrying trade and crowd-
ing out competitors.

Coming to the mileage of this rail-

way monopoly, 130,000 miles out of the
150,000 miles in the United States is
under its control. The business done
on this mileage is '.10 per cent, of all the
railway business done in the United
States.

Now let me call your attention to

ing, the regular meeting of the Execu-
tive of the American Section was held.
The chair was filled by Comrade Mor-

gan,
It was decided to request the Na-

tional Executive to forward a commun-
ication to the Paris Congress certifying
that a certain individual who had been
chosen by a labor organization of this
city as their representative, was not a lit
and proper person to be allowed to par-
ticipate in the deliberations of that
body, and setting forth the reasons for
such statement.

A committee who had been delegated
to interview the Chief of Police relative
toceitain private matters in regard to
which such action had been judged ad-

visable, reported that the reception ac-

corded to them by that functionary had
been neither kind nor courteous. The
Chief intimated very strongly his aver-
sion to socialists, and his ardent wish
that they might be exterminated. His
only trouble was that he did not know
exactly how to proceed in the work of
extermination. He felt quite equal to
the task of dealing with anarchists, but
the socialists rather seemed to ballle
him. Apparently he would not be
sorry if the anarchistic effort at dis-

rupting our organization should be suc-

cessful, as he could dispose of them eas-

ily enough afterwards. He stated that
all our meetings had been attended by
detectives in citizen's attire, and the
failure to find anything in our proceed-
ings which could be made to justify
police interference, has rendered hiiii

particularly bitter.
After some discussion further action

upon the above report was for the pres-
ent postponed.

The committee on propaganda, litera-
ture, etc., presented a draft of two leaf-

lets, one for distribution at our meetings,
and the other for local circulation. A
few amendments were suggested, and
the committee was instructed to make
necessary arrangements in regard to
printing, distribution, etc.

Comrade Heeg presented communica-
tions from the Executive calling for
amounts to be raised by special assess-
ment, due from the Section to the fund
for Paris delegates. The matter was
laid over till the next meeting,

The Secretary then presented the
charter which had been received from
the Executive, and shortly after the
meeting adjourned.

Central Committee Organized Con

sidering the Miners' Strike.
The Southwest Side Branch of the

Socialist Labor Party held their regular
weekly meeting at Le Grand's Hall, GOO

Blue Island avenue, on Tuesday even-

ing of last week.
Com. Win. Langner, Organizer of the

German Section, delivered an interest

ing and instructive lecture on "The
Labor Movement in America and in

Europe." The speaker referred to the
recent strikes in Westphalia, Paris, Vi

enna, Prague, etc., and compared them
with the great number of strikes in our
own country. "There were only a s

in the old country," he contin-
ued, '"during the last six months which
were lost by the workmen; the most of
them may be considered a complete
success. During the last three years we
have made the experience that most of
the strikes throughout the United States
proved to be failures for the workers.
But what is the cause of these failures?
The workingmen of Europe have been
educated by the Socialists for the last
twenty-fiv- e years. Men who had not
even a faint idea of the rights of men,
being willing at any time to submit to
the most inhuman and tyrannical meas-
ures, were educated up to energetic and
conscious defenders of the true rights
of human beings; they have become
equipped with weapons that are too
keen even for Bismarck and his 'baby'
William II. Therefore it is the mission
of the Socialists in this country to edu-
cate our fellow workers, still wandering
in darkness, up to that point and to
equip them with the same means of de-

fense. It is ridiculous and absurd to
think that the capitalists are afraid of
large 'picnics,1 like street parades,
threatening with violence, etc.; but
there is nobody who recognizes to a
greater degree the truth of the sen-

tence, 'Knowledge is power,' than the
capitalist class."

Comrade Langner finally criticized
the action of the Chicago workmen re-

garding the eight-hou- r demonstration
on the Fourth of July. He claimed
that it would be a shame to permit a
horde of politicians to stand on the
platforms of labor organizations.
Amongst those who have been an-
nounced are Mayor Cregier, Frank Law-le- r

and George Detweiler. Finally the
following resolutions were unanimously
adopted:

" Whereas, Thousands of coal miners
in Spring Valley, La Salle, Braidwood,
Braceville, Peru, etc., have been locked
out since May 1st;

"Whereax, The inhuman coal barons
are still trying to starve their men to
death in order to force them again into
the old condition of slavery;

"Wliereax, The sufferings of these
poor miners can be mitigated by char-

ity, but cannot be abolished;
"Whereas, Such troubles will repeat

edly occur until the present system of

production is abolished, therefore lie it
"Resolved, That we, the members of

the Socialist Labor Party, extend to the
oppressed coal miners our moral and f-

inancial support, and request them to
continue the fight against their op-

pressors;
"liewired, That we urgently request

the people of the State oi Illinois and of
the United States to take possession of
all the coal mines in the country, and
to manage them on the
plan of production, not for the benefit
of a few individuals, but for the benefit
of the whole people;

"Ilea deed, That we request all think-

ing workmen and citizens to assist the
starving brothers in the coal regions of
Illinois, for we consider this to be the
duty of every honest man and woman;
and be it further

"ReMved, That a copy of these res-

olutions be sent to the Central Commit-
tee of the locked out coal miners."

CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

The Central Committee of the Social-
ist Labor Party was permanently or-

ganized on Wednesday evening, June
20, and the regular business meetings of
this body will be held in future on the
first Wednesday of every month. The
Central Committee consists of the fol-

lowing delegates:
American Section, C. L. Heeg, T. J.

Morgan and Mrs. S. Woodman; German
Section, II. Hansen, Max Wiener and
Fr. Petzold; South Side Branch, Chas.
Orchardson; Southwest Side Branch, G.
A. Hoehn; North Side Branch, J. B.

Adams; Northwest Side Branch, L. B.

Crowley. The following officers were
elected: Recording and Corresponding
Secretary, G. A. Hoehn; Financial Sec-

retary, C. L. Heeg; Treasurer, ( has.
Orchardson.

CENTKAL COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE

MEETINGS.

The Central Committee held its first
meeting Wednesday evening, June 20th,
at which it was resolved tltat the first
Wednesday evening in every month
should be hereafter the regular time for
meeting during the warm season, unless
important business should necessitate
the holding of a special meeting.

After the adjournment of this meet

The following cutting from the I'all
Mull Ha:ette of March l'i, affords a
very good instance of how we manu-
facture criminals under the present
system, absolutely compel them to steal
by a force more irrisistible than the
scourge or the sword:

"In the pocket of a man convicted of
larceny in the Tyneside l'olice court, a
diary has been discovered which con-
tains a minute record of the owner's
experiences. After describing how on
one night ho slept on the sands, and on
another contrived to hide and find a
night's lodging in a pew in church, the
diarist notes day by day his attempts
to get casual employment, with vary-
ing success, at the docks and elsewhere,
hi one occasion he appears to lnv ft '.uul

the good fortune to be engaged by
some engineer aboard ship for several
days, for which he received 15s, With
part of this he purchased a cap, a scarf
and a pair of shoes at a cobbler's. The
diarist then continues as follows:

Tuesday, 7 a. m.: otf to the docks
once more; if I could only get another
berth like that, but I don't; spent lOd.
for grub and 1M. for bed.

Wednesday, same old round and noth-
ing to do; spent, s'd. on tuck ami 0d. for
bed.

Thursday, do., do., etc.; expended
Is. 5d.

Friday, do., fin.; Is. fid.

Saturday, things look blue; Is.
Sunday, bed till 12 a. in.; got nothing

to eat. Bible class at 2.30; church at O.bO;
bed at 0.30; beastly hungry; what a lot
of money beds cost my last 9d. left
with a half-penn-

Monday, 0 a. "in.; half-penn- y pot of
cotfee and oir to the docks; I feel fam-

ishing: get ome ship biscuits on board
one of the boats, and that's all for two
days; walk about all night,

Tuesday, 8 a. in.; chop sticks for a
woman until 12 and get 3 d. for it mean
old screw bought some breakfast; no
more till H p. m.; carry a portmanteau
and get a bob; trust the men; clover that
night.

Wednesday, 7 a m.j w ent to the docks
hopeless; to station, carried two
loads, Is Cd.j grub, 8d,; bed, 9d.

Thursday, (1 a. in., up to dock; no
work; got a meal on board one of the
boats at It o'clock; got some biscuits at
3 o'clock; no more grid); no more work;
no bed to night; no breakfast in the
morning; I am dreading Sunday.

Friday, 2. 30ja. m., crossed in the ferry
and knocked about the quay till seven
o'clock; then went into the S. H of-

fice; then up to dock; just as bad
here, not even a biscuit to be had. I sup-
pose if they ktiew how bad I wanted it
they might give mo one, but they don't;
think they can't surely know, or they
would not refuse me. How shall I get
this week-en- over? I'll not go to the
work house if I starve in the street, and
I don't know of u single friend to turn
to. I wish to God I w as dead and it
was all finished with me. I'm sick of
the 'fight. Honesty, charity, love of
fellowmen ! Why don't they preach a
substantial bodily sermon to poor devils
like us; and 1 suppose I'll have to go
and put iu another Sunday in church
for the sake of a seat and to get warm.
Tfeel as though I could bite the throat
out of some of the fat, greasy,

brutes as they loll in
and out of church. Last Sunday, when
they went sailing past me, and I
thought of all the good things they
would have, I hated them, every one.
Surely some of them might have seen
how hungry I was. I felt faint and
sick enough if I didn't look it. Perhaps
1 glowered over hard at them when they
did look. How ever, 1 got over it and I
suppose I'll get over this. Doesn't much
matter if I don't, nobody seems to care
much what I do or where I go. If I
only had my life over again from the
time father died how differently I
would have done, for only one of my
lost chances, my wasted opportunities.
But what's the use? 1 guess I'll have to
drive through this and worse before I'm
out of the rotten hole "

Let any one in imagination go through
the eleven days as this poor fellow es

them; iet him seethe result of
bis bit of good fortune growing less and
less each day as he trudges about
vainly seeking work, until at length
it is all gone, ami he has to walk the
street all night, unable to get a bed or a
bite of food. Let any one imagine the
suffering that he must have undergone,
weary, hungry, and, worse than all,
hopeless ! What a wretched, dreary,
world it must have looked to him !

What beastly, selfish fiends the well-fe- d

people must have seemed as they passed
by, leaving him ten times more lonely
and wretched for their very presence.
Lot any one if he can realize the utter
dreariness of such a life, the hunger,
weariness and sickening despair.and then
let him remember that every day there
are thousands and tens of thousands of
men going through that misery. At

i Continued on fourth page.)

Harry Vrooniaii Supplies n Christian
Pulpit and Preaches Socialism.

Harry C. Yrnonian, the eloquent st

orator, has been installed pastor
of tli First Congregational Church,
Indepemh nee, Kansas. In announcing
the abuve fact, the Evenihij Telegram
of Providence stated that Mr. Vrootuan
had abandoned the Socialists. This idea
must have evolved in the "inner

of the writer; for there is nut
the slightest foundation for the state-
ment.

In a recent letter, Mr, Vroonian says:
"I am urging the philosophy of frater-

nity, of universal social
with none the less enthusiasm and suc-

cess for having changed my profession."
Again, he says: "I believe, and preach,

and write as much as ever that Social

Democracy is but the ideal of Christi-

anity materialized."
The June number of Dawn, the organ

of Christian Socialists, endorsed by
Rev. E. E. Hale, D.D., Mrs. Mary Liver-mor- e,

Frances Willard, Edward Bel-

lamy, and other thinkers, speakers and
writers of national reputation, contains
an article from the pen of Comrade

Vroonian, giving an account of the

progress of Socialism in Kansas. The
communication shows that Mr. Vroo-

nian is as deeply interested in the cause,
and is working as faithfully and ener-

getically to educate the people in the

principles of Socialism, as he did lief ore

he entered the ministry.
It is not such a rare phenomenon for

a Christian to believe in Socialism, orfor
a Socialist to occupy a Christian pulpit,
that it need excite any surprise. There
is not anything in the socialistic philos-

ophy that will repeal a belief in Chris-

tianity. The Christian Socialist be-

lieves in the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man. The Socialist be-

lieves thai mankind is oi one origin, and,

consequently, all men are brothers.

Doubtless, the majority of Socialists
believe in the doctrine of evolution and
Darwin's hypothesis of the origin of

species by modification, hereditary
transmission ami natural selection, at

least, to the extent that by the opera-
tion of those laws ami with our present
industrial system, it will take but a few
more years for some of the human

beings now living to develop into a race
of hogs, or a hoggish race, and that but
a very little modification is required to

produce that result. This, however, is

but an individual dill'erence of opinion,
and is of but little importance.

The Christian Socialist who believes
in the fatherhood of God, and the So-

cialist who believes in the doctrine of

evolution agree that as we are living in

this world our duty is here, and mu
And perhaps they agree that if a per-

sonal Deity exists, he is capable of tak-

ing care of himself and needs none of
our assistance, and that it is fully as

pleasing in his sight to see his children

trying to help each other striving to so

change conditions that wee children will

be no longer snatched from the cradle,
and during that period when they
should be chasing the butterflies and

enjoying the sunshine and flowers,
maybe, imprisoned within the factory,
shop or mine; so that the pale, toil-wor- n

mother will no longer be obliged each

day to leave her home and family and
take her place in the army of toilers, to
eke out an existence that is hardly
worth the living; so that woman will

no longer be obliged to barter her virtue
for food, shelter and clothes, go that
human beings will no longer be

obliged to visit barrels of otfal to satisfy
the cravings of hunger in short, striv-

ing to change the damnable system of

"private enterprise." and inaugurate a

system under which the interest of one
will be the interest of all, as it is for
him to see a man get down oil his knees

every Sunday and hear this man tell
him what a great and good Lord he has
been for preserving the life of such a
sinful cuss, and then see this fellow six

days in the week engaged in cornering
wheat, raising the price of sugar, re-

ducing the wages of his miners and

putting up the price of coal; manipu-
lating the circulating medium, bonds,
etc., etc.. in such a manner as to put
millions of dollars that the workingmen
have produced into his own pocket:

MIND DIES WITH MAN.

Dr. Bryce, of Alabama, Creates a Sen-

sation With His Metaphysical Views.

Dr. Peter Bryce, Superintendent of
the Alabama State Insane Asylum, and
an expert on insanity of national repu-

tation, last week read a paper before
the Alabama Educational Association
on "The Mind and Its Developments."
He held that man came from primor-
dial germs, and that he was a develop-
ment of the lower order of beings. lie
held that mind was but a development
of the instinct of animals, and that it
differed from the animal reason only in
degree, and not in kind. Mind, he held,
was the result of organic forces, and
when these forces stopped mind was
gone. It has no entity of its own.
When man dies his mind dies with
him. It is not the sum of all the facul-
ties, and hence not immortal.

Dr. Bryce' s paper created a great sen-
sation in the meeting, and when he sat
down half a dozen ministers were on
their feet in an instant. After a heated
discussion of the subject the association
adopted a resolution reaffirming belief
in the Biblical account of creation, and
declaring that the association did not
indorse all the papers read before it.
The Alabama Educational Association
seems to have decided to place a limit
to education. Facts don't seem to count
with the bigots who, while pretending
to a desire to educate, really propose a
system of stultification and limitation
of knowledge. Dr. Hryce's views were
denounced as iconoclastic, and in view
of their scientific accuracy they were
most effectually damaging to the super-
stitious faith of the would-b- e educators.

PROVIDENCE, R. I.

Mr. David O. Black, proprietor of the
Evening Telegram, has had Mr. A. Ran-dal- l,

president of Typographical Union
No. 33, and eight or ten other members
of the Union arrested on a charge of
libel and conspiracy. These men, bright,
active, industrious workingmen, are
under bunds, some as high as live thou-
sand dollars. This experience should
be an object-lesso- n to the printers, of
the power which those who own the
means of production have to oppress
those who are dependent upon them
for support.

STATE ORGANIZATION.

The Sections in the State of New
York are requested to make a return to
the City Committee of New York City
of the number of votes cast by members
in each Section for and against State
Organization.

NOTICE.

Owing to the fact that the Fourth of

July falls on Thursday, the usual day
for printing this paper, this issue will be
mailed later than ordinarily.

PUBLICATION NOTICES.

A Shorter Work-Da- Single leaflet
$1.00 per thousand. New York Labor
News Company, 25 East rourth street,
New York. Good for free distribution.

Public discussions develop some queer
opinions among jeople who want to
join in the debate. The following
passages from a book called "The
Bible and Land," published by the au-

thor, James B. Converse, at Morristown,
Tenn., will indicate the value of the
publication:

"Is speculation in land morally wrong?
Is it inconsistent with the purposes for
which land was made to hold land out of
use in order to obtain a larger price for
it .' 1 his is a dimcult question.
Two things are sure: That speculation
generally is beneficial when not carried
too far, and that when carried bevond a
certain point it does great harm."

The writer insists that "God is the
original and ultimate proprietor of
land; that be gives land to men, etc.,
etc, Ihe book is not, m our opinion,
worth the reading by intelligent people.

who controls this system ot railroads.
First, you have the officers, the presi-
dents, managers, superintendents, and
so on. These men are appointed by
those railway legislatures, the boards of
directors, 'ihe diiectors in turn are
elected. And what is it that votes for
directors? Why, it is stock. Every
share of stock lias a vote. Ami here 1

want to call your attention to a compar-
ison. Nominally a railway share is
worth f 10(1, and that one hundred dol-

lars, whether controlled by a saint or a
sinner, by a capitalist in a bank or a
thief in a penitentiary, votes. It has a
voice in railway control. It may help
put up rates or put them down, anil
may hire men and discharge them, It
may, in short, share in directing all the
affairs of the road. The stock has a
suffrage in railway management.

How, now, is it with a man ? Ordi-

narily a man can earn at least $500 a
year. That is pretty low wages for an
able-bodie- d man, but that amount will
do for an illustration. Considered as a
piece of property like a horse, a man
that will earn $500 a year is worth
$10,000 in cash; yet this able-bodie-

brainy citizen, this man who as a com-

modity is worth $ 10,000 in cash, has not
the vote in railway management that is

given to a hundred-dolla- r share of
stock "watered stuck" very likely, too.
Now, is not this absurd ? More than
this, is it not wrong to give a vote in
railway management to any rascal who
may happen to get control of a share of
railroad stock worth nominally $100,
but actually almost nothing, for the
vast bulk of railway stock is pure
"water," and, at the same time, to deny
a vote to able-bodie- intelligent men,
who do not happen to have railway
stock? I maintain that such a system
is wrong. And I am glad that, as I
understand it, one of the cardinal points
of Socialism is to change all this and to
substitute the suffrages of intelligent
human beings for the property votes
and "stook-certilica- suffrages" that
control our industries.

In conclusion, my friends, we want
the railway system taken out of the
hands of the few and given to the peo-
ple. We want the railway service
opened to every man of merit and capa-
bility who desires to enter it, and not
closed to all except the sons, nephews,
iets and proteges of railroad "kings"

and magnates. W'e do not want the
people taxed to pay dividends on "wa-
tered" stock, and interest on fraudulent
bonds. We want the system extended
so as to furnish hlx-ra- l railway facilities
to every man, woman and child in the
nation. These are some of the demands
of the Socialists; and when you go
home I ask you to talk these things
over with your friends and neighbors.
Bring them to these meetings. Set
their minds at work on the problem
presented here for discussion. We need
but to get these matters before the peo-
ple in order to rigui the wronifs that
surmount us. and if every man puts his
shoulder to the wheel we shall accom-

plish much in the direction of growth
and influence.

RAILWAY TRUSTS AND FEDE-
RATIONS.

At last Sunday's public meeting of the
Chicago American Section Adelbert
Hamilton delivered an interesting ad-

dress on "Railway Trusts and Federa-

tions," which was so much enjoyed by
the audience that our Chicago corre-

spondent thought the readers of the
Workmen's Advocate would be glad
of a synopsis, and submitted it for pub-

lication. Mr. Hamilton said:

Mr, Chairman, Ladies awl Gentlemen:

Monopolies have always been odious.
Lord Bacon denounced them as "can-
kers of all trading," never to be per-
mitted to exist under "specious colors
of the public good." yueen Elizabeth
is quaintly said to have "laid the axe of
her princely justice to the root of the
tree of monopoly," suspending and re-

pealing those in existence, and declar-

ing that none other should be put in
execution, "but such as should first have
a trial, according to law, for the good
of the people." Even James I, who in-

herited a goodly share of that obtuse-nes- s

which distinguished the Stuarts in

dealing with questions involving popu-
lar rights, declared that monopolies
were "things against the laws of the
realm," and Parliament enacted that
with certain exceptions they should be

"utterly void and of none elfect." Ac-

cording to Lord Coke, monopolies are
"mischievous to the public (1) because
of the raising of the price; (2) liecause
the commodity will not be so good, and
(3) because of the impoverishment of jsxir
artificers." In the United States monop-
olies have been judicially declared
"criminal conspiracies," and the per-
sons who formed them have been called
by the judges "Confederates, whose
baleful influence cast a withering blight
by which dependent hands are par-
alyzed and hungry mouths are stinted."

Nevertheless, we in the United States
are confronted and surrounded by mo-

nopolies. And it is my purpose to out-
line the most gigantic, the most oppres-
sive, and the most dangerous of them
all, the organized and combined railway
companies of the United States.

The prime reason lor railway monop-
oly is that combination of roads and
concentration of traffic makes better
and cheaper service possible. By ab-

sorbing 1,500 railway companies into
the 150 concerns now controlling

of our railways, the services of
not less than 15,000 salary-drawin- g offi-

cials was rendered unnecessary. By a
single consolidation of nearly lO.ooo
miles of road under a railway "trust,"
2,500 men were at one stroke dropped
from the pay rolls. And since it is more
economical to combine and to concen-
trate railroads and railway business,
progress lies not in turning backward to
railway competition among disjointed
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