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vital questions of social readjustment
has been, in the last year, something to
be wondered at when we recall to mind
how long these same arguments for a
change have been offered for public con-
sideration. Many of the leading thinkers
and most brilliant writers in England at
this preterit day are avowed Socialists,
and are doing noble work, presenting in
an attractive form the most convincing
statements relating to the hopeless mis-

ery of the present conditions, but draw- -
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it is a little difficult to put on paper
or speak from the platform any words
upon thiH great question which have
not been spoken many times before. It
is, however, an aid to all of us who are

000,000. At the present rate of yearly

surplus it will all be redeemed, includ-

ing! "ie greenbacks, in less thun eight
years. Of middle-me- in bankruptcy,
of wnge-worker- s unable to earn a living,
of beggars and tramps anil starving
people generally, there will then le a

greater number than ever there was;

but, as American citizens, they will all

boast of their national wealth.

lament our loss of freedom as a nation.
We are the slaves of the plutocracy; our
rights at the polls are hampered, if not
destroyed, by the hidden influence of
the bribe, the chicaner in the caucus,
and by the venal yielding of our legis-
lators (both State and National), to the
corrupt (h'lnands of powerful syndicates
and corporations. The popular senti-
ment must be roused to these lament-
able facts, and steps must be quickly
taken toward a remedy, if the citizens
of this country w ish longer to believe
that they possess true freedom.

Looking still at the gloomy side of
modern civilization, what do we notice
regarding the existing methods of com-
mercial and busim ss life under theeom-petitiv-

plan? And here, if we seem
unnecessarily bitter and sarcastic, let it
be rememberul that it is the system
which is attacked, and not the individ-
ual. We all know what an immense
change has taken place during the last
fifty years in the methods of conducting
all sorts of mercantile business. The
telegraph and the ocean cables have
revolutionized the old time ways. To-

day success in life, as it is tho custom
to term it, does not so much depend
upon industry, correct personal habits
and honesty, as upon blind luck. Pure
speculation has largely taken the place
ol wise foresight and prudence. Indeed,
the fool, by taking greater risks than
the more prudent calculator, in many
cases accumulates wealth faster. It is

We are not aware thut the judicial
lecision rendered in this State some

time ago against the Sugar Trust has

in any respect affected this particular
tiust, or the tnut system in general.
Thiit all attempts of our politically con

stituted authorities to deal with the

natural effects of capitalism must re

sult in ridiculous failures, lias long
seemed to ns "as jrtain as a pikestaff,"
even if these attempts, in the present
state of political corruption, could be

made honestly. The trusts, or any
form which they may assume in the

future, being the natural and inevitable

outgrowth of our economic conditions,

will live and develop, defymg laws arid

lawyers, so long as the trunk from

which they spring shall remain rooted

in our fundamental institutions. We

cannot deal politically with them but by

politically uprooting tho capitalist sys
tem itself.

A more practical illustration of this
truth than has yet been given is likely
to be soon afforded in Missouri, where a

stringent law was passed against trusts.

The lawdcclares it to be a conspiracy,

punishable by line and imprisonment,
to enter into any trust or combination

to regulate or fix the price or quantity
of any article, commodity or merchan-

dise to be manufactured, mined, pro
duced or sold in the State. It also pro-

hibits corporations from owning or is

suing trust certificates, and declares

void contracts in violation of the law.

Tho Secretary of State of Missouri,

after some months of preparation, has

now entered upon the task of enforcing
this statute. With this end in view, he

has addressed a circular to officers of

corporations throughout the State, re

questing them to inform him, under

oath, whether, since the passngo of tho

act, the corporations with which they
are connected have merged all or any
part of their business or interest in or

with any trust, combination or associa-

tion such as is described in the law.

Considerable interest has been awak-

ened by this action of the Missouri offi-

cial. Hut we make bold to predict that
the trusts will find a hundred legal ways
of defeating the purpose of the law.

We may go much further and say

frankly that any State which would be

successful in devising means for the
banishment of trusts from its territory,
and in prohibiting outside trusts from

carrying on their operations within its

boundaries, would soon find itself

boycotted by capital, while its indus-

tries, conducted on a small scale upon

principles no longer adapted to the re-

quirements of modern capitalism, would

soon be crushed out of existence by

competition with their mammoth rivals.

We need not say, however, that we

would welcome such an occurrence if

it had the effect of awakening the peo-

ple of that State to the futility of any

attempt to maintain the old individual-

istic system of production, ami if they
should therefore conclude to oppose to

tho trust the State itself, transformed
into an agency of

NOTES.

Speculators in wheat are again taking
comfort from reported deficiencies in

the crops of (iermany, Austria, Hun-

gary, Bessarabia and other grain pro-

ducing regions of Europe.

Success is contagious. Close upon the
labor victories at London and Hotter-da-

comes the news that the dock la-

borers of Amsterdam have organized
for mutual protection, and that a strike
will soon be declared.

The last but one of the twelve jury-
men who sent John Brown to the gal-

lows died last Monday at his farm
house near Summit Point, W. Ya. Let
his ashes rest in oblivion, while the
name of John Brown shines through
the ages.

The public debt, less cash in the
Treasury, is now in round figures f 1,070,- -
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NOTICE,
To the Members of the S. 1.. 1:

Whereat, The convention

held ly Rosenborg A' Co. resolved to

take possession of tho party property in

New York, ninl if necessary to apply to

the courts;

Whereon, There is at this time no act-

ing legal Executive of the party; he it

Jtemhvd, That the suspension of the

members of the National Executive

Committeee Schevitsch, 1'raant, Rei-me- r,

Grotsch, Kirchner and Meyer is

hereby repealed.

By order of the Hoard of Supervision,

L. Wf.rnek,

Sec'y pro (em.

THE SITUATION IN NEW
YORK.

The full report, Riven in another col

umn, of the meeting held by the reor

ganlzcd American Section of New York

makes it unnecessary for us to dwell at

greater length upon the potation which

the delegates of this city will lake in the

Chicago convention, or upon the various

matterB of importance which they are

instructed to press upon its careful con

Bideration. We shall simply observe

that for all practical purpoies the party
in New Y'ork is now a unit, and ready to

do better work than it has ever done

The opposition is insignillcant in nuin
berB and absolutely without influence

Moreover, by completely isolating itself

from the party by actually casting it
self out of the party it has lost the

power of disturbance which it would

otherwise havo continued to possess.

The earnestness and devotion of Now

York Socialists, and their ability to per
form any task that is not preposter
ously beyond the forces and means o

an equal number of wage workers, have
been illustrated in a striking manner by
their sacrifices during the

past few weeks. Labor, time and money
have been freely given for the support
of the party organs, other necessities of

many kinds have been met, and a large
delegation is sent to Chicago.

This timely display of energy is al

ready lxaring good fruit. Men who had

dropped away in disgust are coming
back with enthusiasm, and we can safely
predict that the American Section, in

particular, will soon find itself many
timeB stronger in membership and iutel
lect than it ever was.

Let the convention do its duty as well
as the New York Socialists have done

theirs, and means will quickly be de-

vised to carry on a comprehensive,
wide-sprea- agitation. Then will the
wage-workes- s of America realise at
last that the Socialist Labor party is

their true friend, their only friend, and
that Socialism is their only hope.

ng bright pictures or happier, luster
methods.

Herbert Spencer, one of the deepest
thinkers, and usually one of the sound-
est reasoners of the nineteenth century,
thougn a disbeliever in any train to the
sum of human happiness by the abolish
ment of competitive principles of life,
records the opinion that Strte Socialism
is the coming form of organized society.
Though we firmly believe that he is not
justified in his conclusions as to the
tameness of life under a social system,
still, granting all that he dreads, we
know that any system cannot be worse,
for the great majority, than the present.
Indeed, these fears, which we hear ex-

pressed so often, as to the threatened
decadence of all art, literature and
scienc a under this new and more bene-ficie- nt

constitution of society, seems to
one who has studied the question closely
entirely unfounded. Hear what Sylves-
ter Baxter, the Nationalist, says in a late
article: " What ranges of thought and
aspiration would be thrown open to 'he
human mind were it once set free from
the clogging burden of sordid necessities
and motives laid upon the race by the
system of veneered barbarism, which
while it may he correct to call it civili-
zation, cannot justly lay claim to that
superior condition of nations known as
enlightenment."

In the depressing view of our subject,
we noticed the apathy and coldness
shown by the Christian Church in these
efforts for regeneration in which the So-
cialists are engaged. But the bright sun
of promise is fast melting away the
clouds which have obscured the super-
stitious vision of its disciples. The
"Church Socialists," a society organized
by leading men in the English Episcopal
Church, has already attained considera-
ble strength aad is rapidly gaining ad-
herents from all classes. The value of
such a union, in disseminating true
economic doctrines where they will pro-
duce practical results, cannot be over-
estimated.

Not to be outdone in any good works
by religious brethren across the sea, a
few sincere and clergy-
men, of different denominations, have
within the past year inaugurated a
movement in Boston which will un-

doubtedly attract the attention of
Christians all over the country; so that
before many years members of the
"Christian Socialist Party" will be
known as the most practical followers of
their Master, and their influence, in car-

rying improving measures by vote, be of
immense advantage. A monthly pub-
lication called 27ie Dawn, conducted by
our noble comrade, of this Social labor
section, Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, is doing
great work in waking the dormant sen-
timents of the religious class, to the true
light.

The Nationalist Club, founded less
than a year ngo as an educational effort
to establish in a practical way the 'prin-
ciples stated by Edward Bellamy in thut.,
wonderful book "Looking Backward,"
numbers among its members many men
and women who are noted throughout
thiscountiy for their earnest and suc-
cessful labors in other reform agitations.
If any encouragement is needd by any
of us for renewed effort, it is only
necessary to visit the Nationalistic head-
quarters in Hamilton Place, to glance
at a few of the many letters received
daily from every section of the United
States, and even from Canada, showing
how general is the enthusiasm, and how
strong the hope, for a better plan of so-

cial existence.
One more pointer in this same direc-

tion is worthy of mention. The Nation-
alist monthly magazine, the first num-
ber of which was published only last
May, has already gained a subscription
list of nearly two thousand names,
while the actual circulation, sent in
answer to request for copies is at- - least
five thousand. This in five months'
time.

Now, I have given, in a very poor
way, the differing aspects presented at
this time to the impartial examiner of
the chances of obtaining by peaceful
means the objects for which we labor.
I may not be this impartial observer, for
I am prejudiced by my hopes; out it
does seem as if the balance of a fair
judgment warrants the assertion that
never, since man first entered what is
usually named the civilized state, have
his chances for permanent Improvement
been so favorable.

By process of natural evolution has
man arrived at his present stage of de-

velopment! And on these lines shall he
still progress! The State control of all
forms of labor and capital for the equal
benefit of its individual members is
surely the next advance, and we may
have the cheering faith that the eternal
powers of the universe, working for
righteousness, will rule that it be so.

A change is gradually taking place in
these lines of human, development from
methods of competition to those of co-

operation and combination. To express
my own belief on the subject, I cannot
do better than repeat a few words I
spoke to my fellow-membe- rs of the Na-
tionalist Club last month:

" The present tendency of capitalists
to combine in the formation of trusts, is
in reality adopting the socialistic idea
for the seltibh benefit of the compara-
tively few.

"The economic advantages gained by
these combinations is undoubted, but
this saving only increases the wealth
already accumulated by unjust means.

"These huge trusts will be pushed to
such an extreme, at last, that the people

interested m tins noble struggle lor a
better social state to dwell repeatedly
upon topics which are well worn, but
which nevertheless deserve a constant
repetition.

I wish to present this evening differ-m- .

aspects of the most serious prob
lem of this age, upon the correct solu
tion of which depends the future com
fort and happiness of millions of our
fellow men.

Let us first glance at the dark side of
modern civilization, and, as we take
this sombre view, it will seem as if no
light could ever come. It will seem,
indeed, that it were better for the ma-

jority of human beings that lire and
flood should be sent to destroy all traces
of man and his poor efforts, in order
that a new race may begin once more
unother civilization, under promptings
opposite to those of selfish greed and
grasping ciuelty.

According to the great German phi
losopher, Schoppenhauer, this is the
worst possible world, and man, by uni-
versal consent, should cease to live.
This renowned pessimist, in giving this
gloomy judgment, was not led to the
opinion by any tender compassion for
the wretchedness of the poor, nor by
any sympathy with the wage earners in
their unfair allotments. He wrote for
the class which revels in luxurious idle- -

ntss, with all the refined comforts of
life in its grasp. If life is not worth liv-

ing for this class, what, then, is its
value to the millions who toil day after
day, year after year, with no opportun-
ities for rising above the level of the
lowest animal existence, with none hut
degrading pleasures within their reach ?

I refer here only to the very poor.
We who have faith in the doctrines of

a better scheme for man's development,
and who believe that such a radical
change can be brought about in modern
methods as shall insure an equal chance
to all, may mourn the unhappy lot of
the great majority to-da- but at the
same time we shall hold firmly to our
sincere convictions regarding the possi-
bilities of a better social formation, and
we shall work with patience and cour
age to fulfill them.

The time for a serious attempt at the
reconstruction of society on the lines of
State socialism seems very slow in ar-

riving; but, comrades, signs of promise
are multiplying, and the desired period
may come sooner than the world now
believes possible.

In this country we have had quite a
long term of comparative prosperity;
but this condition, owing to the diso-

beyed laws of economic distribution,
and to a disregard or ignorance of
other laws, will soon change, and what
is called "hard times" will take place.
When this depression in all business en-

terprise occurs, when labor suffers and
strikes arise, with large bodies of men
thrown out of employment, the people
of this country will realize more fully
than they do at present the gross wrongs
of the present organization of society,
and will perhaps be in readiness to try a
change.

The late strike of the Lmdon dock-
ers, though peacefully settled (or appar-
ently so), has taught a great lesson to
the people of England; especially has it
served as a needed warning to the
grasping holders of capital that they
must not rob the creators of their im-
mense wealth too closely of all share.

It was fortunate for the rich classes in
London, perhaps in all England, that this
body of one hundred thousand laborers,
the majority of whom had been driven
desperate by continued wrongs, was un-
der such control of its leaders. John
Bums, the Socialist, was the man for
the emergency; his wise counsels pre-
vailed. This able and energetic expon-
ent of the principles of the Social Demo-
cratic League saw clearly that riots,
bloodshed and pillage were not the in-

struments needed for the advancement
of the noble cause of equal rights and
equal opportunities for all.

The impressions left on the minds of
the people of England by this great up-
rising of oppressed workingmen will
not soon be effaced. It has awakened
thought in a class which has never felt
more than supercilious disgust for what
it has called the lower stratum of soci-
ety. We can see by the tone of the
English press during the progress of
these disturbances and since, that the
leaders of thought and culture in that
country are becoming aware of the fact
that all her vast wealth and prosperity
exists on what may he termed a vol-
cano which only slumbers, and which
may break out at any moment. Many
converts to the doctrines of State Social-
ism have hen gained in England within
the pttjst few years; and with the forces
which are at work on that side of the
Atlantic, we may feel sure that this in-

terest will not wane. The great dangerlies in premature outbreaks, which will
only retard the cause.

To return to our own nation. We
citizens of this great republic have

prided ourselves in the assumed
fact that the United States was a free
country; that here every man possessed
an equal chance with all others for life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Twenty years ago we might possi-
bly have had the right to declare that
the workingman had a fairer opportun-
ity under our system of government
than in any other country under the
sun. Are these boasts warranted to-

day? The rapid and extroardinarr
growth of the money power has ob-
tained such proportions that we must

John Fitzpatrick, bettor known as

"Liverpool Jack," has been sentenced to

nine years in the penitentiary for wend-

ing laborers into servitude to Central

America. If there were not so many
men out of employment in this country,
starving and ready to go anywhere, on

any conditions, in order to keep soul

and body together, fiends of the "Liv-

erpool Jack'" stripe could not ply their
hellish trade. We send Fitzpatrick to

prison, as he richly deserves; but "what

of the system that breeds such vam-

pires?

The record of failures shows that in

the past seven years (1HH2-1NMI- seventy-liv- e

thousand firms were swept out of

existence. This great army of bank

rupts was chiefly recruited from among
the small traders and manufacturers;
that is, from the class that has been and

is still the blind pillar of the existing
economic order, the political hand-mai- d

of capitalism in our cities. No record

exists of tho number of farmers that
were sold out in the same period of

time, but it was unquestionably very
much greater than that of the commer-

cial failures.

From advance pages of the introduc
tion to the Sixth Annual Report of the

New Y'ork State Bureau of Labor Sta

tistics, we gather that the field of in

quiry covered by the Bureau this year
has been remarkably extensive. The

number of firms, corporations and es

tablishinents represented in the tabula
tions is over 14,000, and the number of

employees, 425,500. Of the latter, 116,

574 were reported by labor organiza-
tions. The introduction itself is full of

suggestions, but without the tables

(which are not yet published) we cannot

undertake to review the work.

The recent meeting held by the aboli-

tionists of New England to commemo

rate their achievements is ridiculed by
the Southern papers in a novel way,
New England, they say, is an instance
of the engineer hoisted on his own pe
tard. The South, with the cheap labor
of its wage slaves, will in the future do
its own manufacturing, and in some
branches of industry can already under
sell the North. This is bitter sarcasm,

yet quite to the point. Wage slavery is
more profitable to the Southern auto-

crats of our day than chattel slavery
ever was to their fathers. It is as great
a menace to civilization, and must be

swept away. The abolitionists can
boast of no achievement so long as

slavery exists in any form.

For twenty years and at no small
cost the organized labor of this State

fought against the transformation of

our prisons into "scab" manufactories

At last a law was passed, but in vain

The system is being tried again in the

Kings County Penitentiary. Strength-
ened in their opposition to the 'law by
the Attorney General's opinion that the
use of steam power is not an infraction
of it, the Commissioners, who have al

ready hired out forty convicts to a
maker of government mail bagi, are

preparing to parcel out further gangs of
w

prisoners to other manufacturers, wth
whom they have opened negotiations.
No good law will ever be passed, and
none will ever be enforaed when

passed, until Labor itself legislates and
executes.

In reply to some complaints from sub-scriler- s,

we may state here that the
publication of this paper was delayed
one day last week in order fc give the
party members in other cities a timely
report of the great party meeting .in
New York.

all a wretched gamble! Why, then,
should we have greater respect for
these magnates of the business
world, than for that class which frankly
avoivH its occupation to be one that is
condemned oy public law and senti-
ment, filching unworthy gainB by un-

worthy means at the gaming table?
Specifications, in this general arraign-

ment of these social wrongs, are not
needed. This whole competitive sys-
tem, with capital held by individuals,
is grossly wrong, and its tendency is to
encourage and cultivate the most selfish
qualities of human nature. Our boys
are taught, from early childhood, that
it is their duty to accumulate property;
that their full energies must be expend-
ed in the effort to outwit their fellows,
if possible, in this general game of grab.
Many of our girls are forced to sink all
respect, in case of a choice between illy
paid toil and uncongenial marriage or
worse, to accept the latter bitter altern-
atives.

If there is a devil he certainly prompts
the spirit of thus heartless civilization.

Our modern clergy, as a class, though
there are notable exceptions in the
cases of some individuals, is calmly in-
different to the constantly increasing
dangers of our present mode of life.
Obstinate bigotry in narrow beliefs fills
the minds of the majority of these
preachers of worn out dogmas, so that
they will not see the truth. They com-
fort themselves and their dupes, when
plain unhappy facts are presented to
their attention, by quoting Scripture
texts. It is so easy to reptat, with
solemn visage: "God's will be done;"
"hath He not said: 'The poor ye have
always with ye,'" and other discon-
nected passages that have a comfort-
ing sound. The congregations which
gather on one day of the week,
to hear these pretended apostles of a
Master who taught the doctrine of
the brotherhood of man, hear only a
perverted gospel of greed and selfish
ness. Their God is mammon. These
words sound harsh, but bear in mind
that I am now showing you tho dark
side of the picture.

It is certainly very aggravating to see
the ostentatious display of the vulgar
rich; to note the snobbish style and man-
ners of a large and growing class; and to
detect the lieartless tone adopted by
members of this class in their comments
on the efforts which noble men in the
past, and in the present, too, have made
and are now making for an improve-
ment of the wrongful social relations of
this present time.

Contrast the two extremes: the higher
classes, possessed of useless millions
wrung from the producers by a system
of clear robbery, for this is the correct
term to use, notwithstanding all sophis-
tical arguments to the contrary of the
political economists; tho lower classes,
toiling, toiling ceaselessly for the barest
living, if work can be obtained, starv-
ing, suffering, dying if competition
presses too closely on their masters; and,
for the lowest order of all, no possible
hope of any change for theraselve or for
their children. At the one extreme,
supercilious disgust for anything be-

neath. At the other, hopeltss despond-
ency. As the poet feelingly expresses it:
" The deep dark under-worl- of woe

That underlies life's sbtninv surfaces;
Li in populous pain and multitudinous toil

Unheeded of the heedless world, which treads
The piteous upturned faces underfoot

In the gay route which rushes Vi its ends."

My friends: through all these clouds
we see a little light breaking, a light
which is destined to grow and spread
until all these dark hindrances to a clear
vision are dissipated, and we witness the
daw n of a better day.

First among the forces which are at
work for the holy cause of a united
brotherhood of man (which phrase
means, with us, some form of State con-

trol of all land, capital and labor), is
the increased spread of general intelli-
gence during the last few years among
the masses. Education, not oniy in
book teachings but in the experience
gained through the practical operations
of the various labor organizations, has
shown the workingman what pr.ths to
follow. The bright mechanic, member
of some such guild or union, seeing the
benefits gained by combination, receives
the socialistic programme for a larger
combination of all workers with a mind
usually prejudiced in its favor, and he
not only become interested himself, but
lie tries to interest his fellows. Thus
the thought grows rapidly in that class.

In the fireat middle classes of Eng-
land, Germany, France and the United
States, the change of opinion on the

I


