
"WORKMEN'S ADVOCATE
COMMUNICATIONS.

The World's Supply of .Money.

Kiltor WoitKMKX's Anvoi'ATK; Will
you plea-- e st.ite in your next number
the amount of silver and gold used as
money in the various countries of the
world an l oblige a number of your
readers V

II. Kaynok.
Nkw Yoiik. Jan 22.

The amount of gold and silver money
in the world is approximately estimated
AA follows :

Gold $: i, 727.000 000
Silver ;j 820 000.000

Total 7,517 000.1100

Hut while the total stock of metallic
money is about equally divided between
gold and silver, the relative amounts of
each in various countries vary greatly,
as may be seen from the following
table :
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owns railroad and other bonds, free and

clear, to the amount of if 1,501 ,000. Its
net profits last year were !f:iH2 0o(l, or

li t pi r cent. It received in premiums
during the year l.(Mi.H00 and paid out
for losses by lire 580,000, leaving a net
half million dollars to be distributed
among stockholders, oll'n ers and brok-

ers. In other words, the losses by fire

are only 51 percent, of the price charged
for insurance. At this "low" rate in-

surance corporations cost the country

every year, on the average, one hun-

dred million dollars more than the total
tire loss, or enough to pay the ordinary

expenses of our national government,
exclusive of pensions and interest on the

public debt.

COAL WAGES AND PROFITS.
During the last census year (ending

June ISO, 1890), the anthracite coal fields

of Pennsylvania employed 129,229

persons, to w hom a total sum of $:J9,

152,124 wail paid as wages for a total

average of 19 1 days' w ork.

The average daily wages of Pennsyl-

vania miners when at woik were, there-

fore, $1.55 ; but, as they were idle one

third of the working time, their actual

earnings for the whole year were only
$:S02, making an average daily income of

about 82 cents per Cay, with which a

of, and the HrusM'ls Congress itself

would take no cognizance of it, All w e

can do here, therefore, is to agitate
vigorously, combine our moms and ef-

forts, and send to Hrussels nexi summer

a delegation strong in every respect,
who will advocate the claims of Chi-

cago.
The views presented in the appeal of

our (.'hicago comrades are otherwise

substantially on the lines of the great
international movement as marked out

by the l'aris Congress of 189, and, with

the necessary modification suggested

above, we shall not only second their
efforts to the best of our ability, but
we feel confident that the Hrussels Con-

gress will take favorable action,

BEEF AS AN OBJECT LESSON-Fro-

extensive and systematic investi-

gations recently made by the Depart-

ment of Agriculture it appears that in

the past five years the beef supply of

this country, per capita of its population,
has been steadily decreasing. In 1S50,

the number of cattle was 707 per 1,000

of population and it rose to 815 in 1800.

I'artly from the effects of the war it

had decreased to 018 in L870; but it

steadily increased from that time until
1885, when it reached 800. Since then,
however, the decrease has been con-

stant, and the number of cattlo per 1,000

of population was only 758 in 1889, or 9

CHICAGO AND THE INTERNA-
TIONAL LABOR CONGRESS.
Some time ago, at the suggestion of

our comrade Thomas Morgan, an asso- -

ciaiioii was formed in ( hicago for tin

purpo-- e of holding in that city an Inter- -

national Labor Congress, simultaneously
w iih the World's Fair to be held then-i-

lslfl. The follow irig appeal was then

sent out :

To ichtim it way concern :

(litF.KTlNO : Your favorable considera-
tion of this circular letter is fraternally
requested.

The undersigned organizations of
Chicago, being desirous of promoting a
World's Labor Coiiltchs, to be held in
this city during the World's Columbian
Fxposition of 193, have formed this
association to present the matter to
other organizations and indifiduals at
home and abroad, for their consideration
and in order to make such
local preparation us may he needed to
hold successfully the contemplated Con-

gress.
The nature and scope of the Congress

are to be matters for future action by all
who co operate in holding it.

Our hiijMn and deaircx in these respects
ate indicated by the following declara-
tion of principles upon which the local
association is founded, and the endorse-
ment of which is essential to member-
ship therein :

I, The recognition of the fact that
the productive forces, if unrestricted in
their action and properly organized,
are capable of abundantly supplying the
reasonable wants of all the people, and
that, therefore, discussion should be con-
centrated on the removal of the re-

strictions, the scientific organization of
production, and the equitable distribu-
tion among the producersof the products
of their labor.

II. That consideration f the general
interests of the workers should be
paramount to the consideration of the
s'cial interest of any trade or occupa

silver had been coined to an amount

sufficient to take the place of the gold

withheld, the result would be a coiil ruc-

tion of the Volume of motley instead of

the e.xp:in-io- ii predicted or desired by

the advocates of the bill.

At any rale, with gold at a premium
all the industries of the country would

he on a speculative basis, Not only i

estate, but all kinds of merchandise,

from the raw material of the. farm and

the mine to the finished product of the

factory, would follow in price the course

of gold, which would be watched in-

tently, vet to little purpose, by the ma-

nufacturer and the merchant ; for it

might at any time, hy some sudden

variation, set at naught their most care-

ful cali iilations and even greatly enrich

or absolutely ruin them contrary to till

expectations. Of course, through all

its apparent fluctuations, the value of

goll would remain substantially the

same. It is the value of silver alone

w hich would actually fluctuate. Hut as

all payments within trie boundaries of

the country would be made in silver

money, an article manufactured
with $1 worth of materials and 50 cents

woith of labor, and therefore costing
if 1.5(1 in silver money, might sell a few

days later for $1 or for $2, according as

the premium on gold should have in the

meantime decreased or increased. In

the first case the ordinary prolits (or

lleecings) of legitimate commerce might
not only be wiped away but converted

into a ruinous loss; whereas in the

second case they might be increased im-

mensely by the effects of a monetary

speculation in which the merchant him

self had no part. Likewise, the price

C'Ol'XTHY. (idf.'V SII.VF.K.
in monk mil l .i. SH

United Stiites 7o2 4S'
United Kingdom 550 100
Australia... loo 7
France 900 700
Germany 5i 0 115

Italy..." 140 00
Russia 190 00
Spam K 10 125
India and the Straits. ... 1,000
China 700
All other countries. . . 515 441

Totals $;j,727 3.820
THL SILVER BILL

Tlio avowed objects of the two inter-

ests that advocate the free coinage of

silver are iiii;irciitl)' fiiii II let iiiK- -

owners of silver milieu seek

tin advance in tlio price of their product

through the unlimited extension of the

legal privilege, or niotinpoly which

that product already shares with gold to

a limited extent of being used as

money ; whereas the; capitalistic debtor
class seeki a reduction of Its debt

through the dehiiseineiit of money iiself

hy the unlimited tise, as such, of a de-

preciated metal. Hoth, however, have

the name selfish end in view, and tlntt is

to get through legislation "pure and

simple' a larger share of the. products
of labor than they hare yet, us capital-

ists, been able to secure

The farmers, wh know, are for the

most part workers anil, as such, should

receive the full value of their labor.

Hut it is not as workers that they can be

benefited hy the Silver bill. So long as

the avenues of transportation anil dis-

tribution are in the hands of capitalists,
hII products, whether of the farm or of

the factory, must continue to be taxed

for profits at tli. highest possible rate,
regardless of the volume and purchasing

power of money. It is very truly ax ca-

pitalists that they may derive some ad

vantage from that bill if its i llect shall

be to reduce their present indebtedness

upon property, the value of which,

wholly or partly, is not the product of

their labor.

That tiie free coinage of silver may
in the end have such an effect, cannot
le and is not questioned, although the

possibly extent of the ctTect itself is ne-

cessarily now a matter of conjecture.
With a population of less than 40 mil-

lions France has 7(H) million dollars of

silver money and successfully maintains

it at par w ith gold at the ratio of l"ii to

1; whereas, with a population of 05 mil-

lions, the United States have only 500

million dollars of silver money coined at
the ratio of lti to 1 that is, intrinsically
more valuable than the French. We

might, therefore, double the amount of

our silver currency without affecting its

paying power as compared with gold,

especially if in the meantime the green-

backs were retired, or if the circulation

of national bank notes were largely re-

placed by silver eertilieutes. Should

such prove to lie the case, however, the
debtor class would gain nothing, w hile

the ow tiers of silver mines would gain
immensely. Hut there is certainly a
limit beyond which silver could not be

freely coined without losing more or
less of its value in exchange for gold,
and we shall, for the sake of argument,
suppose that we may soon rench it.

From that moment gold w ill be with-

held and silver alone will he offered in

payment. And right here let it he ob

served that if, as some contend, this
should happen on the moment tiie silver
bill became a law, or at any time before

It w ill be observed that the money
used in India and China is exclusively
of silver, whereas England, Australia
and Germany use silver to a limited
extent (much of it for small payments)
and are practically on a gold basis. On
the other hand, France, Italy, Spain and
some other countries use indis-

criminately gold and silver at the legal
ratio of 15 J to 1, (which means that 15J
ounces of silver, when coined into
money, are legally equal in value to one
ounce of gold); while in the United
States the use of both metals is also
indiscriminate, but the legal ratio is 16

to 1.

It nmv be added that in all the
countries where both metals are used as
money the coinage of silver is restricted,
whereas the coinage of gold is un
limited. The bill lately passed by the
United States Senate proposes to make
the coinage of silver in this country un-

limited also. Ed

Rapid Transit Jobbery ('nil a Mass-Me- et

i n y:.

Editor Workmen's Advocate: The
Legislature at Albany is considering
the rapid transit problem for New
York City. Commissioners appointed
by the Mayor are hearing propositions
as to routes, systems and propelling
power. All these schemes contemplate
the laying out of plans by public
officials, and the leasing and giving
away of the facilities for transit, to
private corporations, which shall be or-

ganized to take them and to make
money out of operating them. Every
proposal smells of jobbery, money
making for private benefit, extortion
and corruption. And tho public press is
silent, and the "influential classes'
make no remonstrance, and, worse yet,
the mass of our people remain unmoved,
unheard from, ignorant of their rights
and ignorant of their power.

Any further transit roads in New York
city, whether run by horse power,
steam, cable or electricity, ought to he
built and operated by the city govern-
ment, and their prolits turned into
the municipal treasury. The Socia ist
Labor Party is of this opinion ; the
Knights of Labor are of this opinion;
a majority of the voters of this city, if
they could be got at. would be of this
opinion, and would so vote at the
polls. If to day the city of New York
owned the railroads which run through
its own streets, the fares would le a
mere trifle for the passengers one or
two cents each, the profits would reduce
the taxes, and the reduction of taxes
would lower the rents and the prices at
retail of every article in the stores. All
that is wanted is that the people shull
know.

Why not call a mass-meetin- g and
demand that any transit road to he built
hereafter shall be owned and run by the
city government, and thus make a
practical start in Socialistic doctrine ?

New York, Jan., 1891. T.

(Jumpers Becomes Abnsive.
The West Side Debating Club decided

lately to discti".. the question "Are labor
organizations a lienefit to the com-

munity ?" ani by a courteous invitation
succeded in inducing Mr. Samuel Gom-per- s

to address the Club in the affirm-
ative.

In the course of his effort Mr Gom-per- s

gave expression to the following
amusing statements and opinions :

1. He dislikes addressing debating
clubs he seldom finds anyone
able to controvert his arguments.

2. Trade unionism "pure and simple"'
can only aim at benefiting the greatest

miner had to support himself and his

family. Mark, furthermore, that, small

as this income appears, the earnings of

the actual miner were still smaller, for

the list of employ6s includes foremen

and clerks, whose salaries are higher and

employment more constant. Again, it

must he observed that, owing either to

the truck system w here it is in vogue,
or to the exactions of the retail dealers

where private stores are allowed by the
coal barons, the purchasing power of

nion y in the mining regions is less than

anywhere else. It may, in fact, Biifely
he said that the necessaries which the

Pennsylvania miner can procure with

his earnings are only such as can be

procured in New York, Chicago, or any

great market city of the United States

with an income of 50 cents per day--
.

The tendency to increasing idleness

and decreasing earnings is shown by the
fact that in the ten years, 1880-18- 90,

the number of persons employed in the

anthracite mines of Pennsylvania in-

creased 78 per cent., whereas the total

wages paid increased only 72 per cent.

We have repeatedly stated in these

colums that it was the policy of the coal

barons to constantly increase their

laboring force at a greater rate than

production. They have so far succeeded

in this that in 1890 their miners could

only work 194 days in the year ; in

other words the laboring force was over
50 per cent, greater than that required

by production ; or one man in three
should have been dismissed in order to

give his two fellow slaves constant

employment.
It will probably be argued in favor

of the Pennsylvania coal barons that
tho "value" of anthracite at the mines

was only $1.61 J in 1890, as against $1 68

in 1880 But this "value" or

rather price at the mines is largely-artificia- l.

It is "made" by the coal
barons themselves, who own the means
of transportation and so control them

that when they reduce the price at the

mines they correspondingly increase the

freight rates and thus get in one way
what they fail to get in another. Yet,
even on the basis of the lower price re-

turned by them to the census office in

1890, their profits in Tennsyb-ania- , on
account of the increased production,
were fully twelve million dollars more

than in 18K).

Under the Constitution of Illinois the
Illinois Central Railroad pays 7 per cent,
of its earnings into the State Treasury as
a consideration for its land grant. This
tix amounted for the last year to $480,
281, and the total sum received from
1855, when the road w-- nt into operation,
to 1890. has Wen $12,305,618. The sum
of $64,782,357 has been paid as divi-

dends to stockholders during the same
period.

less than in 1850, and 57 less than 1800,

when we did not export meat in any
form to any extent comparable with our

present shipments of live and slaughtered

animals, besides canned beef. It should

furthermore be observed that the aver-ag- o

weight per head must also be less,
much of the cattle intended for the
market being now raised on prairie
ranches and therefore inferior in every

respect to the corn fed and well cared

for c.niinals raised on the farm,
These facts show conclusively that our

c iiisumption of meat per capita is de-

creasing; in other words, that in the
face of our boasted progri ss the standard
of living of the masses is now lower than
it was in 18(10, or even in 1850. Thirty
years of capitalistic prosperity have re-

sulted in reducing nearly one-tent- h the
beef supply of the wealth producers.

Taken in connection with the further
fact that our production of wheat is on

the average no greater than ten years

ago, although our population has in the
meantime increased more than twelve

million "souls,'' the above figures
also that, as regards the

two chief agricultural products the tw o

great articles of food in the production
of which capitalism has introduced its

method in the form of cattle ranch and
bonanza farm American agriculture is

on the decline.

Hut there are other facts, not less

stupendous and instructive, the full im-

port of which cannot be realized until
the census returns, however incomplete
and dishonest, shall have been pub
lished.

FIRE INSURANCE.
No better argument can be presented

against the competitive system of in-

surance than the following admission of

Mr. Armstrong, president of the Mutual

Fire Insurance Company, in his report
for 1800 ;

" Every other adjunct of commerce
has made more progress and been kept
more in unison with the wants of this
great people than tire insurance ; it re-
mains in the same beaten tiack of a cen
tury or more ago. At every meeting of
the underwriters of the land, the same
old problem is discussed at great length,
the meeting adjourns, the underwriters
return home, and business goes on as
usual, viz. : men who know and attend
to their business tix the rates and the
grand majority copy their policies and
all continue great underwriters together,
the one who ays the largest commis-
sions usually b.-in- considered the great-
est and wisest by the broker."

It may be added that the insurance
business i- so profitable, in spite of the

high commissions paid to brokers and
of the higher salaries paid to officers, that
there is actually little inducement for
the corporations to seek improvement.

Take, for instance, Mr. Armstrong's

company. With a capital of $257,000 it

tion.
III. That consideration of plans for

the removal of causes that prevent
equitable distribution of wealth should
be made paramount to the consideration
of means for the amelioration of effects.

IV That the abolition of the wage
system should be declared imperative,
and the establishment of a system of co-

operative ownership and use of the
means of production a necessity.

We renpectl ully direct your attention
to the excerpts from our local con-
stitution herewith appended, and request
you to embody in your reply to this
circular letter answers to the following
quetions :

1. Do you approve of the proposition
to hold a World's Labor Congress in
Chicago in 1893?

2. Will you join our Association
membership? In this connection it js
proper to explain that associate member-
ship confers the right to participate in
the discussion and shaping of plans for
the proposed Congress, and to receive
regularly all printed information issued
by the Association relative to its work.

3. Will you join with us in preparing
and issuing a call for such proposed
Congress?

4. Will you assist us in the work
preliminary to such Congress?

5. Will you favor us with your ideas

regarding the conditions under which
such a call should be issued, and the
date at which such Congress should
convene? We suggest the 4th of July,
1893, as a proper date.

(i. Will you favor us with your ideas
upon the subject matter and indicate or
suggest some practical method whereby
(precedent to the holding of such Con-

gress) your ideas and those of others
may be presented to be thoroughly dis-
cussed by reformers all over the world.

Please address all communications to
Cokiiinne S. Hhown,

Woodlawn 1'ark, Illinois,
Post office Hox 220, U. 8. A.

Among the founders of the association

figure the Socialist and Nationalist orga
nidations of Chicago, the Central Labor

Union of that city, the Vorwarts and

Lakeside Turnvereins, the Working-men'- s

Educational Society, and h num-lie- r

of Chicago trades ui.ions, such as

the cigar makers, the machinists, the

typos, the metal-workers- , the cloak-maker- s,

etc. Labor organizations in

various parts of the country have lately-joine-

the founders.

Of course we should welcome and en

courage this honest effort to promote
the holding of such a Congtess, and for

this very reason we take the liln'rty of

offering a few suggestions.
The International Lalmr mocemem is

note constituted. Its highest authority-i- s

the International Congress to be held

at Hrussels this ytar in accordance w ith

the decision of the previous Congress
held in Paris some eighteen months ago.

To that body lelongs the exclusive

right of determining the date and place

of the following Congress. Any call

issued directly from America might
seem to ignore its authority and would

not be answered by any of the organiz-
ations represented therein; in other

words it w ould not le answered at all,

or at least to any extent worth speaking

which the farmer could obtain for his

products would be subject to the same

outside influence, and he would surely
lose far more in this way than he had

gained by the reduction of his indebted-

ness.

Here, then, we begin to see the

important part that the mere speculator
in money whose very shadow drives

the fanner into hysterics would act in

the economic affairs of the country.
With a comparatively small amount of

gold in their possession, it would he in

the power of men of the Jay Gould

stripe, at certain times and under certain

circumstances, to disturb not only the

monetary market of Wall Street hut all

the commercial markets of the United

Stales, And who doubts that they
would avail themselves of it, not merely
to realize profits on their gold opera-

tions, but to corner, syndicate, trustify,
and generally advance the lines of in-

dustrial concentration? The very end

whic.i the farmers and debtor class

generally dread so much would he pre

cipitated by the very measure which

they had devised to avert it.

Nee J wc ask now what would become

of the wage workers? Of course, we

trust that they would, as a class, realize

at last the necessity of putting an end

to the class system ; but it is quite plain
to us that they would until then suffer

intensely. For obvious reasons, fluctua-

tions of prices hurt them first and last.

Their labor power, which under the

wage system is a commodity, is always
the first to fall and the last to rise in

price.
We cannot in these short columns ex-

pose all the fallacies of this money issue,
more obscure to the average mind and

even more deceptive than the tariff

question. Hut if we have succeeded in

showing that its chief features are

eminently capitalistic and therefore

fraudulent we may rest satisfied. We

shall, however, from time to time and
as occasion may require, elucidate the

points already made and call attention
to many others.

The president of the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Railroad Co. denies the
rumor that Gould and Sage have ob-

tained control of that road, lie admits,
however, that in the last Wall Street
squeeze they may have Umght a large
amount of Atchison stock, w Inch indi-

cates that they have an eye upon that
property.


