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AGAINST
FATE
By EDWARD B. CLARK
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ASHINGTON.—In the war de-
partment in Washington is a
letter written by Lieut. Gen.
Nelson A. Miles In praise of the
deeds of five enlisted'men. Gen.
Miles’ letter is-writtcn as sim-
ply as becomes a soldier, but it
is a pulse-stirring epistle. It 1b
probable that no-
where else in authen-

otic history can there be found an ac-
count of a battle won by a force of
men when the odds against them
were 25 to 1. In no story which can
be told concerning the people of the
plains is there to be found a tale of
greater heroism than that shown by
a little contingent of enlisted men of
the Sixth United States cavalry down
near the Red river in Texas, in the
summer of the year 1874. The Sixth
cavalry has had a fighting history, but
this particular story shines bright in
its pages.

The Comanches, the Cheyennes and
the Klowas were on the warpath and
were leaving a red trail all along the
borders of western Kansas. General,
then colonel, Nelson A. Miles, was or-
dered to take the field against the sav-
ages. His expedition fitted out at
Fort Dodge and then struck for the
far frontier. The combined bands of
Indians learned that the troops were
oq their trail and they fled south to
the Red river, of Texas, hotly pursued
by two troops of the Sixth cavalry,
commanded by Captains Biddle and
Compton.

On the bluffs of the Tule river the
allied braves made a stand. There were 600 war-
riors, all told, and they were the finest of the
mounted plains Indians. The meager forces of
the Sixth, under the leadership of their officers,
charged straight at the heart of a force that
should have been overwhelming. The reds broke
and fled "over the bluffs and through the deep
precipitous canyons and out on to the staked
plain of Texas.”

It became imperiatively necessary that couriers
should be sent from the detachment of the Sixth

Camp Supply in the Indian Territory. Rein-

orcements were needed and It was necessary as
veil, to inform the troops at a distance that bands
)f hostiles had broken away from the main body

. ind must be met and checked.
The whole country was swarming with Indians

oind the trip to Camp Supply was one that was

lcemed almost certain death for the couriers who
attempt to make the ride. The command-

ng officer of the forces in the Held asked for
volunteers and Sergt. Zacharias T. Woodall of
I Troop stepped forward and said that he was
ready to go. His example was followed by every

r an in the two troops, and that day cowardice
Uung its head.

The ranking captain chose Woodall, and then
picked out four men to accompany him on the
ride across the Indian-infested wilderness. The
five cavalrymen went northward under the star-
light. At the dawn of the first day they pitched

their dog tents in a little hollow and started to
make the morning cup of cofTee.

When full day was come they saw circling on

the horizon a swarm of Cheyennes. The eye of
the sergeant told him from the movements of the
Indians that they knew of .the presence of the
troopers and that their circle formation was for
the purpose of gradually closing in to the killing.

Sergt. Woodall and his four men chose a place

near their bivouac which offered some slight ad-
vantage for the purposes of defense. There they

waited with carbines advanced, while the red cor-

don closed in its lines. The Cheyennes charged,

and while charging sent a volley into the little
prairie stronghold. Five carbines made answer,

and five Cheyenne ponies carried their dead or

wesnded riders out of range, for in that day

mounted Indians went into battle tied to their
horses.

Behind the little rampart Sergt Woodall lay

sorely wounded and one man was dying. Let
the letter of Gen. Miles tell the rest of the story.

"From early morning to dark, outnumbered 26
U> 1, under an almost constant fire qnd at such
a short range that they sometimes used their pis-

tols, retaining the last charge to prevent capture
and’torture, this little party of five defended their
lives and the person of their dying comrade, with-

out food, and their only drink the rainwater that
collected in a pool, mingled with their own

blood. There is no
doubt that they killed
more than double their
number, besides those
they wounded. The sim-
ple recital of the deeds
of the five soldiers and
the mention of the odds

against which they
fought, how the wound-
ed defended the dying
and the dying aided the
wounded by exposure
to fresh wounds after
the power of action
was gone—these alone
present a scene of cool
courage, heroism and
sclf-sacriflco which du-
ty as well as inclina-

tion prompt us to
recognize, but which
we cannot fitly hon-
or.”

When night came
down over the Texas
prairie the Chey-
ennes counted their
dead and their
wounded and then
fled terror-stricken,
overcome by the val-
or of five American

soldiers. Heroism was the order in the old plains’
days.

In the White River valley of Colorado a de-

tachment of troops was surrounded by Utes, and
for four days the soldiers, starving and thirsting,

made a heroic defense against the swarming reds.
Relief came from Fort D. A. Russell, whence Col.
Wesley Merritt led a force to the rescue In one
of the greatest and quickest rides of army his-
tory.

After Merritt’s legion had thrashed and scat-
tered the Utes it was supposed that none of the
savages was left in the valley. Lieut. Weir of the
Ordnance corps, a son of the professor of draw-
ing at the Military academy, was on a visit to the
west, and was in the camp of the Fifth cavalry.

A tenderfoot named Paul Hume had wandered
out to the camp to look over the scene of the
great fight. He knew Weir and he suggested a
deer hunt.

The ordnance officer agreed to accompany him
and off they started after having received a warn-
ing not to wander too far afield. The hunters,
eager for the chase, went farther than they
thought, and soon they changed from hunters to
hunted.

A young lieutenant of the Fifth cavalry, Will-
iam H. Hall, now stationed in Washington with
the rank of brigadier general, was ordered to take
a party of three men with him and to make a
reconnoissance, for it suddenly became the
thought of the commanding officer that there
might be savages lurking about. Hall and his
men struck into the foothills and circled the coun-
try for miles. In the middle of the afternoon they

heard firing to the right and front. It was rap-
id and sharp, and Hall led his men straight

whence it came.
Rounding a point of rocks the troopers Baw at

a little distance across an open place in the hills
a band of Utes in war paint and feathers. There
were 35 of the reds, all told, and they were firing
as fast as they could load and pull trigger In the
direction of a small natural fortification of boul-
ders a quarter way up the face of a cliff.

From the rocks came a return fire so feeble
that Hall knew there could not be more than two
men behind the place of defense. In a trice he
thought of Weir and Hume, and he believed that

they were the besieged, and subse-
quent events proved that he was
not in error.

Suddenly the Utes took to shel-
ter behind the rocks which were
scattered in the open. They had
lost one man from the fire of the
besieged. They were afraid to
charge, knowing that to sweep up
that slope, even with only two
rifles covering it, meant death for
several of their band.

Hall led his men to a position on
the flank of the savages and sent
in four shots. The bullets were the
first notice that the reds had that
they had two parties to deal with.
They changed their position again
in a twinkling, and located them-
selves so that they were under cov- i
er from both directions, but they
sent a volley in the face of the lit-
tle detachment that had ridden in
to the rescue.

To charge the enemy with his
three men meant certain death to
Hall and his troopers. The lieuten-

ant thought quickly. He believed that if Weir and
Hume could reach himr that the party of six, to-
gether, might make a retreat back to the camp,

holding the pursuing reds in check. It was a des-
perate chance, but better than staying where they

were to starve and thirst or to be surprised and
killed in a night rush of the savages.

Weir and Hume heard the shots of the troopers
and knew that help, though it was feeble, was at

hand. They saw the hovering smoke of the car-

bines, and thus located exactly the position of the

troops. They started to do what Hall thought they

would do. They made a dash for some rocks 20
yards nearer their comrades than were those be-
hind which they were hiding.

The cava’ry lieutenant knew that the path of

Weir and Hume would be bullet spattered all the
way, and that if they escaped being killed it would
be because of a miracle. Then this stripling lieu-
tenant did something besides think. The instant

that Weir and his comrade made their break from

cover. Hall stood straight up and presented himself
a fair and shining mark for the Ute bullets.

The reds crashed a volley at him, ignoring Weir
and Hume. The shots struck all around Hall, ma-
king a framework of spatters on the rock at his
back, but he was unhurt, and Weir and his comrade
were behind shelter at the end of the first stage
of their journey.

Hall dropped back to shelter and then in a mo-
ment, after Weir and Hume had a chance to draw
breath for their second dash, he stood up once
more, daring the death that seemed certain. The
hunted ones struck for the next spot that offered
shelter the instant that the Ute rifles spat their
volley at the man who was willing to make of him-
self a sacrifice that others might live. Hall came
through the second ordeal of fire unhurt, and once
more he dropped back to shelter to prepare for
the third trial with fate.

The Ute chieftain was alive by this time to the
situation. He ordered his braves to Are, the one-
half at Hall and the other half at the two who
were now to run death’s gantlet.

Hall stood up. > Weir and Hume dashed out. The
reds divided their fire. Hall stood unhurt. Weir
and Hume dropped dead within ten yards of the
man who would have died for them.

Hall led his men back over the track that they

had come, holding the Utes at bay. Aid came near
the end of the perilous trail. Lieut. Hall is now in
the military secretary’s department at Washing-
ton with the rank of a brigadier general. His men
told the story of that day in the White River val-
ley, and a bit of bronze representing the medal of
honor is worn by the veteran in recognition of a
deed done for his fellows.

A woman never gets old enough not to think
it isn’t a shame for a woman who is as old as
somebody else to dress the youthfu' way she
d oeß.—New York Press

NEW STRENGTH FOR WOMEN'S
BACKS.

How to Make a Bad Back Better.

Women who suffer with backache,
bearing down pains, dizzy spells and

that constant feeling
of dullness and tired-
ness, will find hope
in the advice of Mrs.
Mary Hinson of 21
Strother SL, Mt.
Sterling, Ky. "Had
I not used Doan’s
Kidney Pills, I be-

lieve I would not be living today,” says
Mrs. Hinson. "My eyesight was poor,
I suffered with nervous, splitting head-
aches, spots would dance before my
eyes and at times I would be so dizzy
I would have to grasp something for
support. My back was so weak and
painful I could liardlyTSendover to but-
ton my shoes and could notget around
without suffering severely. Doan’s Kid-
ney Pills helped me from the first, and
I continued until practically well
again.”

Remember the name—Doan’s. Sold
by all dealers. 50 cents a box. Foster
Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y.

MISSED IT.

Aunt—Well, Johnny, I suppose you
had a nice sojourn in the country?”

Johnny—Um, well, I had lots of nice
apples an’ peaches an’ watermelons an’
things, but I guess them sojourn
things wasn’t ripe yet.

A New One About Napoleon.
A “new” story about Napoleon is

necessarily doubtful; the probability
is that it is simply so old that it has
l)een forgotten. However, here is one
that Arthur M. Chuquet prints in
L’Opinion as never before published. ,
It relatesto Napoleon and Blucher. *

The emperor received the general •'
at the castle of Finkenstein, while he j
was preparing for the siege of Danzig. -
He drew him to a window in an upper
story and paid him compliments on j
his military gifts, and Blucher, going ,
away delighted, described the inter- ”
view to his aide-de-camp. “What a '
chance you missed!” exclaimed the ,
latter. '

“You might have changed the whole \
course of history.” >

“How?” ■
“Why, you might have thrown him (

out of the window
nw||or , h

From Overhead.
A canary hung directly over the big

square table in the Hungarian res-
taurant.

"Once,” said a woman who was din-
ing there, “the bottom dropped out

of the cage, the bird flew at the or-

chestra yonder, and we had bird seed
in our soup. It was awful."

“That reminds me,” said the cross-
eyed man, “of one time when we were
having a little game of poker on the
B. & O. You know how those trains
roll. Well, just about the middle of
the game down came all the grips and
dress suit cases straight into the
kitty and broke up the game. Money

flew everywhere. We got so mixed
we couldn’t tell which had won or

where the money was that whoever

had won it won. Talk about bird
seed!”

The board of agriculture, industry

and commerce has been granted leave
establish a factory to manufacture

authentic weights and measures for
uniform use throughout the empire of
China.

THE DOCTOR’S WIFE
Agrees with Him About Food.

A trained nurse says: “In the
practice of my profession I have
found so many points in favor of
Grape-Nuts food that I unhesitatingly

recommend it to all my patients.

“It is delicate and pleasing to the
palate (an essential in food for the
sick), and can be adapted to all ages,
being softened with milk or cream

for babies or the aged when deficiency

of teeth renders mastication impos-
sible. For fever patients or those on
liquid diet I find ‘Grape-Nuts and albu-
men water very nourishing and re-
freshing.’

“This recipe is my own idea and is

made as follows: Soak a teaspoonful

of Grape-Nuts in a glass of water for
an hour, strain and serve with the
beaten white of an egg and a spoonful

of fruit juice for flavouring. This af-
fords a great deal of nourishment that
even the weakest stomach can assim-
ilate without any distress.

“My husband is a physician and he
uses Grape-Nuts himself and orders it
many times for his patients.

“Personally I regard a dish of Grape-

Nuts with fresh or stewed fruit as the
ideal breakfast for anyone—well or

sick.”
In any case of stomach trouble, nerv-

ous prostration or brain fag, a 10 day

trial of Grape-Nuts will work wonders
toward nourishing and rebuilding and
In this way ending tho trouble.

“There’s a Reason,” and trial proves.

Look in pkgs. for the famous little
book. “The Road to Wellville."

Ever renil the above letterf A new
one m»l»enr* from time to time. They
are grnulne, true, und full of human
interest.

Down on the Farm.
New Arrival—What time do thu

summer boarders begin to thin oat
down here?

Farmer Ryetop—Wall, - neighbor,
they get thinner and thinner every
week until about the last of Septem-
ber they are so thin they cut tho
hammocks through and then we ship
them back to town.—Chicago News.

Mr. Rockefeller adviscH young men
to read the “Life of Amos
and does not add parenthetically, “if
Doctor Eliot includes it in his shelfof
books.”

Fall Song.
Farewell, mah honey, de summeh am

gwlne,
De peach tree’s bahe and de melon

vine dyin’,
_

Rn de ‘i’l folks am toddlin’ back to
school.

Down in de woods de dry lebes neat-
teh,

En de jay buhd soun s his mouhnful
call;

But, choeh up, man, Br’er Posaum'a
gittln’ fat.teh,

En it’s hurrah, mah honey, foh de fall.

If these amateurish aviators want
to watch real soaring, just let them
take a look at beef prices.

1 DENVER DIREGTORY
ROM | | nntf Dealer In nil kind* of MKH-DUII It LUIM CHAN Mi.SK. M u .ninoi h «ma-
l«»K mulleU free. Gor. ICth and lllaWe, D«nv*r.

bTownTaT ar"e"ii otel Fir*-proof
Kuropean I’lnn. SI.AO nml I’puaril.

THE AMERICAN HOUSE IHipot
American l'lan ('2.10 und upward.

RUGS & LIN OLEUM
at wholesale prices. Wo pay the freight.
B« st catalog In Denver mailed free.
THE HOLCOMB & HART ySWiffg

I>H. W. K. OAfIEKOH
A (rood set of tenth only Ifk. I>e*t tin.
22-r, uold crowns and hrldue work
only Onnlal parlor*. Arupa lion

■trout, opposite post ollieo,Denver.

WINTtR WHEAT
wheat which has been raised lor thr**w
years In sin-cession without Irrigation:
also Full |*yr. THE IfA INKS SEED
CO., 13111 Fifteentli St., Oeuver.

AWNINGS, TENTS
Tins COLO It\DO TEXT Jk .AWN I Nt« CO.
i he Duck Goods liouim* In the WmU
1642 I.Hwrem « St., Denvar, Colo. Kobe H
Gutshnll. Pres.

AQQAVQ RELIABLE : PROMPTHOOHIO
nml Copper. $1.60. Cold and Silver refined
and tiouKht. Wrlto for free inallliur aacka.
OGDEN ASSAY CO.. 1536 Court I'iuee, Den-
ver, Colo.

SPORTIN66OQDS §§*•’«
cheapest place to buy the beet Gun.-*, am ■niuiuilon. Fishing Tackle. Hunting Clothfna.Ua**e Jtall end Athletic Goode. Atoll order*
■elicited. The < « «J I'b-kott Spot tin* Good*Co., opposite Postofflce. 1337 Arncahn# Kt.

WALLACE BUSINESS AND Sll ORTH AN D
1847 Glenn)in Mace. Denver, «Vdo.

PIANOS in™uctory
I iniSUU CFFcR TOOAY
If von intend to buy a Plano this Tali
got this offer non. Save $lOO t<- *l5O.
I.ilti-rnl Payment IMmi. THE IiNH.HT-
< AMPIIEI.L 11l 'll' CO., Deliver, lh«
West's oldest iitul largest music houso.
Established 1874.

r~> e i a7*r Ycur Buildingsl-'M I IN I With iue Best
There is Mountain & Plain Paint,

“climatically correct,” and fully guar-
anteed. It is made by MrPhee & Me-
Glnnity Co., Denver, whose reputation
stands behind these goods. Ask your
dealer for further information or write
to us for latest “Fashions ir. Painting.”

McPIIEE Si McGINMTV CO., DENVER.

$25.00
ONE WAY COLONIST RATES

TO
Numerous points in

California Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, Montana and Nevada

VIA
UNION PACIFIC

On sale daily September 15 to Oc-
tober 15 ine.

Liberal Stopovers allowed.
Many hou *s quickest lime to tho

Pacific Coast and Northwest.
Through tourist sleepers without

change to California and Oregon.
Smoothest track—Lowest grades—

Fewest curves.
Travel made safe by Automatio

Block Signals.
For compute information call on or

address
J. C. FERGUSON.

GENERAL AGENT,
941 17th SU Denver.

TheM. J.O’FaLLON sUPPtYCO,
j WHOLES ALK

PI iimbi iiir ami Steam Goods*
llollor* ami rudlalom for heullntf re*ld«n« e* and

pul4ic build 1itip*, (b’liinil steam and wabrvv.uk.
;„„„||or*: pipe .11 1 mtlii'f*. valve rid pa kin*.K! pipe PU-. n.r.i™ Hr.
Ir HO etc. lllMUire for >"ir special pl|.«c t'bug fooM.
Writefor &•< leral Inf rm dion. Or'FICK 1518 WYN-
KOOP STfDI.NVI-.lt, UmLOKAHO.

e. e7burlingame & CO.,
ASSAY OFFICE
Established inColorado,lB66. Sa-nplesby mailor
express willrrM-oi veprompt and carefulattain inn
Gold & Silrer Bullion

CONCENTRATION, AMALGAMATION A,MB
fwiftiinc iectc 100 lbs. to carload lot*CYANIDE IESTS Write for terms

1 I7JC-1738 Lawrence St., Denver, Col*


