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CANAL FORTIFICATION. 
TTnA RESIDENT TAFT’S request to Congress for an immediate! 
Jj<b appropriation of $.'>.000,000 for the initiation of the work of 

fortifying the Panama canal meets with a hearty approval 
from the public sentiment of tin* country. Whatever quibbles may 
be raised againsl canal fortification fhe American people are re- i 
solved that a waterway which is practically an extension of our 

coast line shall be and remain American property and he as well 
protected from hostile attack as any other part of our coast line. 
With the Panama canal open and unprotected it would constitute a 

peril to the nation. It would give ready access for a hostile Euro- 

pean fleet to our Pacific coast and be as convenient lor the use of 
a Japanese fleet in attacking our Atlantic coast. Every considera- 
tion of the national safety demands the fortification of the canal 
ends to give us exclusive control in time of war. There are people iu 
this country with views so fatuous that they would immediately 
abolish our naval armaments, wipe out our military system and make 
this country a sheepfold for foreign wolves to ravage in. Au un- 

defended canal would not promote the sentimental cause ol' a uni- 
versal world’s peace. That dream can be left to the idle speculations 
of the few w ho can afford to indulge in it. It can command no belief 
io practical men. If there is ever to be snob a thing as a general 
disarmament we will disarm with the rest, but not till then. Mean- 

I while it is for America to keep her powder dry and to be prepared 
at all points to meet a possible foe. 

MOVE FOR MEADOW AND DOCK DEVELOPMENT. 

WITH I he coming into office of a new Board of Works and a 

new comptroller vitality is a< once given to the long mori- 
bund plan of meadow and dock improvement so earnestly 

and unavailiugly urged upon the Board of Works of the last two 

years. Mayor Haussling's recommendation for an early conference 
of engineers and representative citizens to go over the plans and 
« ome to a definite conclusion as to the best plan for adoption is to 
be acted upon, and $100,000 of bonds will be issued so that the funds 
will be in readiuess for the initial expense. The new movement \ 
does not necessarily mean that there will be no further hitch in the 

proceedings for meadow and dock development. Railroad influences 
are opposed in policy to the improvement. If there is to be any 
control of water terminals the railroads propose to be the controlling 
power. We may expect to see this opposition crop out in civic bodies j 
in which the railroad interest has its representatives. The Newark 

bay front is a very important waterway terminal. It is proposed , 

to make our city the terminal for the great barge canal now under i 

construction in New York. The canal will be a competitor of the 
railroads. Shall it have all the splendid terminal facilities that , 

Newark can afford? Is it not railroad policy to have control of the i 

Newark water front to keep out the formidable competitor? * 

THE OBSEQUIES OF ROBERT DAVIS. ; 
0rra HE great demonstration in Jersey City yesterday on the occa- , 

sion of the funeral of Robert Davis was the most remarkable i 

event of the kind that has ever been witnessed in New Jer- f 

sey. A whole city in mourning, with everywhere exhibited the ^ 
emblems of public grief; thousands of men in the funeral cortege t 

and practically all the rest of the population crowding the streets. 

There was no polities in that impressive demonstration and there j. 
was no affectation. The man who was borne to his grave was t 

the same man who had for many years stood in the limelight ( 

ns an earnest and aggressive political partisan leader, he had 'J 
been the object alike of the confidence and devotion of his party f 

and of (lie attacks of his political enemies, but throughout his 
career he had remained the loyal citizen, the unswerving friend, the [ 
sagacious counselor, the private benefactor, the amiable, lovable ( 

man. whose taking off put a whole community in mourning. A man > 

who in his death can command a popular tribute such as was paid 1 

to Robert Davis yesterday is a rare man indeed, and such a man 

as a. State cannot afford to lose. He was preeminently a representa- t 

live of the people, with whom lie was in such dose and inlimatc i 

contact, and his obsequies were conducted by the people. 
1 

RESTITUTION TO GOVERNMENT. \ 

T HE sugar trust has made restitution to the government of sev- 

eral millions of dollars out of which the trust cheated the 

government at its custom house. The men who built and 

plundered the Pennsylvania State house at Harrisburg, robbing the 

State of about $11,000,000 by jobbery, have made partial restitution 
to the amount of $1,500,000. If all rhe money that had been stolen 

by officials in the State of Pennsylvania and its municipalities should « 

be returned to the Stute the aggregate amount would run into 
( 

hundreds of millions of dollars. If the federal government should , 

receive all the money thnt has been wrongfully diverted from its 
treasury at its custom houses it would be richer by upward of a 

thousand millions. Think of the wealth that would be restored to 

the public coffers if natioual. State and municipal governments could 
obtain all the money lost by jobbery and corruption! There wouldn’t , 

be any need for federal. State and local taxation for years 
: t 

l 

HARMONY AND FUNDS AT PRINCETON. 

FRINCETON UNIVERSITY is to receive the magnificent gift 
of $50j),000 for the proposed graduate school, without any 
conditions attached. Mr. William Cooper Procter, of <"in- 

ciunati, the generous donor, has so informed the faculty. The gift 1 

makes $4,00(1,000 available for the graduate school, and the amount 

will be used to carry out the plan of erecting the building on the 

golf links. The ideas of the former president of the university will 

not be carried out. as the preceptorial system proposed by him will 

receive nothing from the half-million gift. There is now harmony ( 

and cooperation 1n the board of trustees of Princeton. 
v 
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When nil of the circumstances are 
considered it is difficult not to reach 
the conclusion that the scramble for 
the millions left by Mrs. Eddy is un- 

seemly. It was believed that settle- 
ments with her nearest relatives prior 
to her death protected Mrs. Eddy's will 
from contestants. 

Hardly any price demanded for such 
immunity would have been too great. 
Litigation of any kind is unfortunate 
Just at the time when the cult founded 
by Mrs. Eddy is lighting for the con- 
tinuance of its power and influence. 

In attempting to leave her $2,000,0»0 
to her church Mrs. Eddy apparently 
had not been advised of the laws of 
her State. 

"It was just such perpetual endow- 
ment in the hands of a single church 
for the propagation of any form of 
religious belief that the statutes of 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
designed to make impossible," says an 
expert in constitutional law. 

In so far as the House committee on 
naval affairs is concerned. Commander 
Peary discovered the North Pole. Hav- 
ing reached this conclusion with but 
two dissenting votes, it will recommend 
that Congress extend its thanks to 
Commander Peary, and in recognition 
of his services retire him with the 
•ank of rear-admiral. 

It is really too bad that it was nec- 
essary to go through the motions of 
in investigation before paying honor 
:o our foremost explorer. This, too, 
outside of <*the question of whether 
>r not Commander Peary reached the 
Jole. 
If CongTess had but been willing to 

akp the word of the most prominent 
American scientist, a show of spon- I 
anetty might have been injected into 
he bestowing of the honor. 
But then, on the other hand, can 

Tongiesn he blamed for going slow 
vith the memory of a monumental 
Arctic lake still fresh? 

A prominent Chinaman who Is vlslt- 
ng these shores says that within a 

•ear his countrymen who still wear 
lueuos will be so scarce In this coun- 
ty that they will be curiosities, so 

sweeping is the hair-cutting reform 
vhlcli the Chinese are enacting 

Had the Oriental who made the pre- 
liction spent more time in this country 
le would have known that the China- 
nim with a queue had never ceased to | 
J® a curiosity. In those parts of the 1 

country where he was found in con- 
ildernble numbers even, the "Chink" 
vith the "pig-tail'' has never ceased to 
>e an object of intense Interest. 
Grown-ups can in time become ac- 

ustomed to anything, hut the children 
[rowing up gaze upon th» odd and un- 
isual with fresh and lively interest. 
Therefore It is safe to predict that 

he Chinaman and his queue would 
:ave remained curiosities to the end of 
Ime had there been no hair reforms. 

-O— 
Thp same voice which assures us 

very day or so that the “back of the 
lexican revolution is broken" now de- j 
lares from Mexico City that there is 

; 

o truth in the rumor that Mexico is 
ecretly negotiating a treaty with 
apan, by one of the conditions of 
•hieli Japan is to be permitted to build 
naval station on the Pacific coast. 
It is doubtful, even had it been well 

instantiated, that the rumor would 
ave attracted much serious consider® 
lon in this country. But the mere 

uggestion of such a thing is mon- 
trous. Even if it is true that he has 
ad to exercise his authority but once 
r twice, Uncle Sam has been the head 
ml front of ihe American family of i 
epuhlics and has stood between the 
mailer ones and the rapacious colony 
Tabbing countries of Europe. The 
cry thought that this sort of treason 
? possible is repugnant. 

-0--- 
li is declared that the voice of the 

tturney for the .Standard Oil Company, 
t'hicb Is just now fighting for its lit* 
lefore the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ed States, trembled when he recited 
he great sacrifices made by his client 
o save Ihe production of oil In the 
’ennsylvftnla fields In the "70s." 
"At that time," said the attorney, 

at great, expense, upon 1 sorrowed capl- 
al. upon a credit strained almost to 
lie breaking point, the Standard ex- 

ended its pipe holdings and increased 
ts storage facilities to an enormous ex- 

ent to take care of the oil production 
,nd prevent waste and save the pro- 

lueers from losing money.” 
Nothing Is said in the dispatches 

bout "strong men weeping" after this 
inthetic recital by the Standard’s ooun- 

el. but doubtless many, including the 

mgusl judges, were deeply affected. 

-O- 
The day of civic awakening is here, 

hoofs of this fact are being piled up 
onstantly. When rivalry between two 
'model" cities reaches the point tn- 
Ucated by the following news story 
10 further proof is needed of the c.nn- 

ention: 
“Mayor James R. Hanna, of Des 

doinos. has received a formal challenge 
Tom Mayor Crump, of Memphis, Tenn., 
o a public comparison of tho two 
itlt'S. ‘industrially, commercially and 
iducationally.' The Des Moines Coun- 
:il will accept the challenge." 

VERY TRUE. 
"Make no mistake," remarks the Ob- 

»erver of Events and Things, “the man 
vith the most Christmas spirit is not 
ilways the one with the biggest Chrlst- 
nas wad.—Yonkers Statesman. 

h 

! GIRLS SKETCHED ABOUT TOWN 

An afternoon at rroctor s. 

I The Peoples Rostrum 
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The STAR extends the privilege | 
of these columns to the public ana 
invites signed communications of 
not morn than one hundred words 
treating of topics of the hour. 

Lesson the Lenders’ Death Tenches. 
To the Editor of the Evening Star: 

One of the most striking examples 
>f "don’t believe all you hear” has been 

before the pebplo in the past few day* 

while Robert Davis. Democratic leader 
if Hudson county, lay dead at Jersey 
City. 

When a man becomes a political 
power it Is understood by politicians 
md others who constantly read the po- 
litical news that he has exceptional 
ability. Otherwise his reign is very 

short. The party he is leading in- 
dudes in its constituents men of brains, 
tvho use their mental qualities in every 

-nterprise and are generally success- 

ful or have the honor of "lie put up a 

sreat light." 
The general public does not watch 

hese maneuvers closely enough. They 1 

=ee a paper condemn a man because he j 
s a political leader, and do not stop to 
lliink for a minute that the paper 
night be wrong. 

Robert Davis's friends could be 
lounterl in six iigures, but this is a 

eery large state and quite a number 
ivere not his friends. The latter class 
should have been present at his home 
when the poor old men and women, 

’ripples, newsboys, business men. big 
ind little, and the politicians, all came j 
to the saddened home. They walked 
around the coffin In one endless mov- 

ing chain at times, and here and there 

person with stern, set face would 
break down completely when he 
reached the point where the face of 
the little leader was visible. 

Tributes such as these are not 

bought. There must be something in 
the personality of the man to merit 
such a deep feeling of affection. 

When we hear of a Democratic or a 

Republican leader who Is being cen- 

sured by certain newspapers which pro- 
cess opposite political beliefs, let us 

take the attack "with a grain of salt.” 
Sometimes it would not be a bad idea 
to use a barrel of it. 

HUDSON COUNTY. 

-o— 
Street Conditions Disgraceful. 

To the Editor of the Evening Star: 

The condition of the city streets at 
the present time is distinctly a dis- 
grace. Snow, mud and slush combine 
lo make crossing from one Bide to the 
other almost Impossible for women. 

Cannot something be done in order 
that the crossing's In the down-town 
section at least can be cleaned and 
kept clean. Yours truly. 

> VIHS. J. M. GAGE 

-O- 
Dr. IViliun'a German ”Ad.*' 

To the Editor of the Evening Star; 

I see that Dr. Woodrow Wilson, the 

governor-elect, is advertising the fact 
In a German newspaper that he will 
talk Saturday night. It seems to me 

very queer that a man should try’ to 

get an audience together in this way, 
and 1 don’t understand it. It must be 
a case of what you call In English 
"swelled head.” Imagine a political 
orator In Germany advertising In a 

paper printed in a foreign language 
that he will attack the constitution of 
his own State! 

‘‘Eg 1st turn lachen!" as we say in 

• ririrTiTirin » 

German, or “It is to laugh!" as you 
would say in English. 

Besides, who Is paying the expenses 
In this long fight to upset the State's 
constitution? It certainly is not thh 
Democratic Committee of the State or 
of any county. Is It the doctor himself? 
It surely costs much money to adver- 
tise one's sell' In newspapers and hire 
halls to hear one's self talk! 

GERM AN-A MERIC AX. 

-O- 
t’uele .*nm In Rml Company. 

To the Editor of the Evening Star: 
I am surprised to see that Uncle Sam. 

the big. good-natured fellow that he 

usually Is, should try to take water 
from our bright little, tight little State. 
Let us hope that there is no foundation 
for the report. Sometimes, however, 
even big, good-natured fellows need a 

little “calling down” or “trimming," to I 
use tho slang of the day, and If Uncle | 
Sam Is really getting busy on water1 
diversion from tills State he ought to j 
get “his” from the courts. 

it is further reported and pretty gen- 
erally believed that this move is in- ] 
stigated by the Hudson Water Com- ! 
pany, a subsidiary of the East Jersey 
Water Company, whose efforts to fur- 
nish Staten Island with Jersey water 
are part of the rocords of our courts. 
If that is so, I foel sorry for “U. S.“ 
and take it that he is In most unworthy ] 
company. In any event the fight for | 
the State's rights will he most bitter. 

X. J. B. 
.—O— 

1. rges School for Deaf-Mutes. 
To the Editor of the Evening Star: 

t have been a reader of your Ros- j 
trum for the past year and It appeals 
to me ns a column in which to express 
my opinion upon a matter which I 
think should bo promptly attended to, 
and that Is a school In our city for the 
education of deaf-mutes. 

I happen to know several of these, 
unfortunates who are children and at1 
an age where they should at this time 
be starting to get an education, and 
I do not know of any school for them. 

I am not going to shout the needs 
of the city of Newark, which are nu- 

merous, but I am a stanch advocate 
of education, and I claim that the, 
children of Newark should all be 
looked after, no matter what their 
physical condition may be, and as a j 
lifelong Newarker I would be glad to 
see n school for deaf-mutes. 

CITIZEN OP NEWARK. 
I 

-O'— i 
1,1km Governor DU. 

To the Editor of the Evening 8tnr: 

The Albany dispatches this morning ! 
quote Governor Dix as saying, anent 
the United States senatorial fight: 

“I do not agree with Dr. Wilson. The 
Legislature is amply able to take care 

of itself." 
That sounds like the sense of a man 

who knows the constitution and will 
enforce it. 

Tito Democratic party is already 
searching keenly for a presidential can- 
didate who will be a constitutional 
President. 

How much more available thus l’ai 
has Governor Dix shown himself than 
the governor of New Jersey, who Is 
stumping the State to override the | 
constitution, and this to further the* 
senatorial aspirations of a man he has j 
himself characterized as a Joke! 

J. E. W. 

THE SCORCHER S PREFERENCE. 
"Automoblllng isn't so good in cold 

weather as in warm, is it?” 
“Better," replied Mr. chuggins, "pro- 

vided it's cold enough to keep the con- 
stables indoors.”—Washington Star 

WHAT HE RAN TO. 
Bill What is Gill's favorite cereal ? 
Jill—Wild oats. I guess Yonkers 

Statesman. 

PROPOSAL IN HIOH LIFE. 
"But I cannot live without you." 
“Yes, you can. Run along. You're 

paying as much alimony now as you 
can afford."—Louisville Oourlor-Jour- : 

nal. 
I 

■. .— -. 

A Man without funds for their support 
Whn I **ft whi,e he went on a long journey W no ueiX would be no worse than the man 
His Family who through wilful neglect leaves 

no Life Insurance for them when 
he dies. 

The Prudential [ 
has made it easy to provide 

this protection. 

7 
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IT S A SHAMF.. 
Sometimes a follow’ll shake his head 

and say he hates to do It, 
But ’’principles" anrl "people's 

needs” Just simply drive him 
to It. 

He repeats It till he gets to think- 

ing it Is true; but say, 

A fellow really hadn’t ought to 

kid himself that way. 

A COINCIDENCE. 
(Insert a name In the blank space la tha 

following paragraph taken from a action 

story In a current, magazine and see how 

perfectly it summarizes a present day 
situation.) 

"He didn't seem angry or disap- 
pointed. His was the placid tone 
of one who reasons with a wilful 
child. Never before had he been 
able to Inspect at close range so 

monumental an egotism. -was 

suffering Intensely from arrogance, 
growing out of an overdose of spot- 
light.” 

PERHAPS. i 
A hero who has known what It 

meant to be pelted with roses one 

day and with decayed vegetable* 
the next day might be excused for 
thinking the gratitude of the Ameri- 
can people is the most ephemeral 
thing in tho world. Eh? 

OUR STYLISH CRIMINALS. 
"Did you ever notice how crime, f 

like clothes, follows set fashions?" 
"No, I never did.” 
“It’s a fact, nevertheless. Just 

now the poison fad Is all the rage 
among our more up-to-date mur- 

derers.” 
_ ,. f 

HOW HE DOPES IT. 
•‘Whltherby's a queer duck." 
"Yes?” 
"He says ho enjoys February 

above all the months, because he 
is paid by the month and feels then 
that he Is beating the game 

CAN YOU BLAME HIM? 
A sad-faced man sat at a small 

round table In tho rear of a res- 

taurant of class. He had been sit- 
ting there for threo hours. There 
was no other guest In tho place as 

the luncheon period was well past 
and tho dinner period liad not yet 
arrived. 

The man In the picture had not 
been Idle since he arrived. Indeed, 
the waiter who attended him began 
to suspect that he had designs on 

the Visible Supply. Ho did not dal 

ly with tho various and assorted 
glasses and their contents which 
were set before him, but drank with 
the dogged perseverance of a man 
who has an end in viow. 

‘‘Waiter," tho man finally ex- 
claimed petulantly, ‘‘come here. Tell 
mo what's the matter with this ’* 

booze. It tastes all right, but some- 
how it ain't got the bite. I’ve 
drunk a gallon of it and beyond 
feelln’ a little water-logged It ain't 
had any effect. 1 came in here to 
drown a sorter, and I’ve done noth- 
ing but freshen It up. What's 
wrong?" 

"Why. sir.' the waiter hastened 
to explain, "this, you know, sir. Is 
a temperance place. The liquid I’ve 
heen serving Is dealcohollzed, sir; 
that is. it isn't intoxicating-■” * 

But he got no further. Our hero, 
with a hoarse bellow of rage, leaped 
from his seat, grabbed his coat and 
liat from the cliair opposite him 
and dashed from the place, leaving 
with the waiter the impression that 
it would be unsafe to follow him. 

—'-T-' ■ —«.■ v 


