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' TROOPS ARE 
HELD READY 

l TO EMBARK 
“No Orders for Soldier* 

to Move Have Bee« 
Given,” Says Garrison; 
But He Is Prepared. 

TRANSPORTS ARE BEING 
RUSHED TO GALVESTON 

Bryan’s Reply. Declaring That 
U. S. Has Not Broken Armis* 
lice, Is Sent by A. B. C. Me* 
diators to Huerta—Monitor 
Ozark Is Ordered to Tampico. 

I 
Imperial to the Evening Mar.| 

WASHINGTON, May 9.—Although 
Secretary Garrison, at his conference 
with newspapermen today, continued 
to insist that "no troops have been 
ordered moved," and refused to ven- 
ture any statement as to the future, it 
was manifest that he is preparing for 
a quick and early move. The trans- 
ports ordered to centre at Galveston 
will be (here as fast as it is possible 
to move them. Some are already sta- 
tioned there. 

Garrison was asked if two brigades 
at Galveston had been ordered to "be 
ready” to embark. "They are sup- 
posed to be ready all the time," he an- 
swered. 

"War Strength” for rtinston. 

The army forces at Galveston are 
equivalent to two brigades, or approx- 
imately 5,400 men. It was pointed out 
by army officers today that General 
Funston has only a thin outpost line, 
covering a. twenty-mile swing around 

| Vera Cruz. His reserve and supply 
lines do not. contain the full war 
strength. Instead, Funston must rely 

a on the marines as part of his reserve 
in ease of emergency. 

On this account, army officials were 

even more strongly Inclined to believe 
today that Garrison is preparing to 
give Funston "war strength." 

Published reports of conflict, Garri- 
son and Bryan denied today. Garri- 
son, however, declined to make any 

extended comment thereon. 
Tne monitor Ozark was ordered to 

Tampico today. Equipped with 11- 
inch guns, the Ozark is one of five 
vessels in the navy with heavy arma- 

ment witli a light enough draught to1 
Proceed up the Panuco river. It was 

believed at the navy department to- 
^' tlay that upon her arrival she will be 

stationed up the river to afford pro- 
<> lection to the troubled oil zone. 

About ten days ago. it was learned 
I * today, Admiral Badger wired the 
i navy department that a monitor 

would be a “valuable type of ship for 
* work in Mexican waters." There are 

> four such ships known in the navy as 

the "mistakes of the Spanlsh-Ameri- 
oan war.” They have been in use as 
training ships. Upon the receipt of 

i this message the Ozark was dispatch- 
ed to Kev West to "stand by for or- 
ders.” She will reach the Florida 

! port tonight and the dispatch direct- 

I 
mg her to proceed to the Lobez Island 
rendevouz will await her. She is ex- 
pected to reach Tampico in about 
four days. 

Up until this time the only vessels 
in Mexico command which could nav- 

igate the shallow Panuco river have 
been the Des Moines and the Dolphin 
whose heaviest armament are 8-tnch 
guns. 

The Ozark carries two 12-inch rifles, 
four 4-inch rifles and three six-pound- 
ers. has a crew of 200 and her mean 

draft Is 12 feet « inches. 
The government was today investi- 

gating a report that a large consign- 
ment of arms and ammunition pur- 
chased from a Japanese firm was 

landed Thursday at Salina Cruz and 
promptly rushed to the Mexican cap- 
ital. This consignment was said to 

be the final shipment of the arms and 
ammunition contracted for by Huerta 
last December. It intruded rapid-fire 
guns with ammunition and a number 

y of pieces of siege artillery, according 
>to reports. 
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DISASTROUS 
EARTHQUAKE 

IN SICILY 
Dozen Villages Destroyed 

in Vicinity of Catania 
by Horror Resembling 
That of Messina. 

SCORES ARE KILLED. BUT 
NO ESTIMATE IS MADE 

Damage Is Known to Have Been 

Enormous—Fifty Killed in Li* 
nera—Consentini, Zafferana, 
Ammalati, Carico, Guardia 
and Other Towns in Ruins. 

CATANIA, Sicily. May 0.—A vio- 
lent earthquake greatly resembling 
that at Measina in 1508, late last night 
destroyed about a dozen villages In 
this vicinity. While many are known 
to have been killed no estimate of the 
number of casualties has yet been 
made. It Is known that the damage, 
was enormous. 

The great gravity of the disaster 
was not realized until this morning, 
when reports came in from the sur- 

rounding country. 
The villages of b,incra and Consen- 

tinl were transformed into heaps of 
ruins. 

At Zafferana every house was de- 
stroyed. Enormous damage was 
caused at Santa Venerina. 

Fift.v IMe In One % illavr. 
Roofs fell in and walls collapsed 

in the hamlets of Santa Marla, Ara- 
malatl, Carico, Guardla, Mangano, 
Santa Tecla and Borigiurdo. 

The village of Santa Marla Vergino 
Catena was razed to the ground. 

Fifty persons are known to have 
been killed In the village of Einera, 
which was destroyed. Among the 
ruins of Pafisopomo, Bonglardo and 
Malatl twenty bodies had been found 
this morning. 

Prefect Mlnervlni. of Catania, and 
all the officials under hl6 superintend- 
ence were called together befor day- 

! break this morning and received or- 

ders to do their utmost to aid the af- 
flicted Inhabitants. They have since 
lieen working indefatigably. 

The Holdiers in the district are aid- 
ing in the endeavor to rescue thor 
stfti-alive beneath the ruins and to 
extricate the dead from the debris. 

All available nurses were mobilized 
today and are assisting in gathering 
the homeless and the children who 
have lout their. parents. Temporary 
shelter is being provided here for the 
refugees. 

Heartrending Scenes. 

Along the principal highways in 
the stricken district, the scene oC 
desolation was heartrending this 
morning. Groups of refugees were 
gfrequently encountered. Many of 
these were burdened with improvised 
litters made of branches of trees and 

(Continued on Page 3. Column 0.) 

SEES PERIL IN 
BANK IAX LAW 

Col. William Fisk Says Govern- 
or’s Measure Is Crude and 

Unconstitutional. 

[Special to the Keening Mar.] 
ATLANTIC CITY, May 9.—That 

Governor Fielder’s bank tax law is 
crude and unconstitutional was the 
sentiment expressed yesterday after- 
noon by Colonel William Fisk, of 
Jersey City, at the opening session 
of the State Bankers’ Association at 
Hotel Chelsea here. Colonel Fisk de- 
clared that the bank stock tax would 
cause enormous handshlps upon hun- 
dreds of investors in the banks 
throughout the State. The governor 
himself was one of the speakers at 
the convention. 

Peril in Socialism. 

Representative Glass, of Virginia, 
and Martin W. Littleton, of New 
York, were other speakers. 

Mr. Littleton deprecated the growth 
of socialistic propaganda and the 
adoption of socialistic doctrines by 
the older political parties 

"If the minds of the people of this 
country are to be misled into the 
beliefs and pretences of socialism and 
quasi-socialism," he continued, “and 
If we are to have universal suffrage, 
which can and will give effect to these 
beliefs, then the organic structure of 
government will be swept away and 
all that has been guaranteed of life, 
liberty and property will be enjoyed 
solely at the caprice of irritated pub- 
lic opinion. 

"We haveh eartl much of lawless- 
ness in our country. How can we 
hope for a continued respect for our 

institutions, for our government and 
for our laws, when we are each year 
endeavoring to placate the rancor of 
those who would destroy these things 
either by adopting their nostrums or 

tolerating their sedition; when men 
at the point of the bayonet, or under 
shot and shell, are denied the right 
for whomever they please, and when- 
ever they please; when we allow 
ranting, scolding, swearing, swash- 
buckling men and women to stand 
in our public places, disgrace our 
streets and profane our public parks 
with their ignorant and incendiary 
speeches against all established 
things?” 

The association is expected to take 
action today to put on record Its 
disapproval of the bank stpek tax 
and inheritance acts. 

State Banking and Insurance Com- 
missioner Lamontc sounded an ew 
nate when he asked the Jersey finan- 
ciers to give serious attention toJhel 
matter of establishing a branch i 
bank system and to find out whether j 
or not It was good or bad. 

Parker Wilils, of New York, dis- 
cussing the status of commercial pa- 
per under the Federal reserve act, 
said tlie act would require a great 
deal of readjustment in discounting 
methods. 

| BROAD STREET APARTMENTS SCENE OF FATAL FIRE f 

Progress of Case Halted and No 
Evidence Will Be Present- 

ed Today. 

THE NEW BE£KER JURY 
Vo. 1—F. Meredith Blagden. twenty- 

eight years old, bond salesman, .33 Fine 
street; home, lfl Fast Tenth street. (Fore- 
man). 

No. 3—James M. Faust, twenty-nine, 
real estate. 58 West Forty-fifth street; 
home, 16 Fast Sixtieth street. 

No. 3—Thomas W. Edwards, thirty, 
chemist; home. 507 West 186th street. 

No. 5-— Paul V. C'amors, forty-six, bond 
salesman; home, 500 West 172d street. 

No. 7—Dio L. Holbrook, fifty-two, me- 

chanical engineer, Eleventh avenue and 
Twenty-sixth street; home, 46 East Twen- 
ty-first street. 

No. 8—Philip Loff, forty-two, civil en- 

gineer, retired; home, 400 Riverside 
Drive. 

No. 9—Walter Gopdyear. fifty-eight, 
hooks, 339 Fifth avenue; home, 421 West 
Fifty-seventh street. 

No. lO— Gilbert Sehani, thirty-two, 
neckwear manufacturer, Yonkers; home, 
479 West 152d street. 

No. 11—Ephraim Plummer, sixty-eight, 
retired salesman; home, 4241 Broadway. 

No. 12—Wilbur F. Rawlins, fifty-one, 
salesman; home, 249 West 135th street. 

Jose G. Velie, accepted to replace va- 

cancy caused by excusing Van Eman, 
juror No. 4. 

NEW YORK, May 9.—Excusing two 

Jurors, Edward Van Enam and Rob- 
ert L. Baxter, Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Seabury today again disrupted 
the Jury which is to try Charles 
Becker for plotting the murder of 
Herman Rosenthal. Both men were 

allowed to escape jury duty on their 
own request after a session of nearly 
an hour in the judge’s chambers. 
Justice Seabury, as in other cases, 
declared that no stigma attached to 
them. 

After the two men left the box 
examination of the waiting tales- 
men was resumed. It ts not now 

believed that any evidence will be 
presented today. 

It took only ten minutes to get 
juror No. 11 after the examination of 
talesmen began. He was Jose G. 
Vclle, a Fifth avenue silk merchant, 
whose home is at 228 West Fourth 
street. He is about forty-five years 
old and married. He was the sixth 
talesman examined today. 

Child Welfare Conference 
in Summit Ends Tonight 

[Special to the Evening Star.) 
SUMMIT, May 9.—The Child Wel- 

fare Conference, which opened 
Thursday night in the public library, 
will be brought to a close tonight. 
An educational session of the con- 

ference was held this aiternoon. The 
Influence of the library on children 
was presented by Miss Anne Car- 
roll Moore in an address on "Chil- 
dren’s Reading,” and Miss Anna C. 
Tyler, who lectured on story telling. 
A third speaker was Miss Janet Sal- 
ter Townsend, who spoke on the 
Montessori method, which was illus- 
trated by lantern slides. School Su- 
perintendent Clinton Li. Marsh pre- 
sided. 

This evening a medical session will 
be held, at which Dr. Thomas P. 
Prout. of the local Board of Health; 
School Physician Wqlliam S. Lam- 
son and Dr. F. TweMdell will give 
addresses on subjects of Importance 
to the physical welfare of children. 
At the conference there is displayed 
an Interesting child labor exhibit, 
which was loaned by the State Fed- 
eration of Woman’s Clubs. There is 
also shown a series of photographs 
portraying the use of libraries in 
Now York by children and which 
were loaned fur the conference by 
the New York public library. Pho- 
tographs and note-books of the work 
performed by the children on the 
playground and in the children's gar- 
den liera [*»t summer are also dis- 

BLIND MAN MAY BE RAISED 
TO CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD 

Cardinals Gibbons and O'Connell to Appear Before Pope in 
Behalf of Jesuit Studen t. Who Lost Sight by Ex- 

plosion of Chemicals. 
____ 

% 

BALTIMORE, Md., May 9.-For the 1 
first time in the history of the Catho- 
lic Church a blind man will be raised 
to the priesthood, next month at 
Woodstock CSlWgfrnlar here. If the 
plea of Cardinal (Jibons, of Baltimore, 
and Cardinal O'Connell, of Boston, Is 
granted by Pope Plus. 

The cardinals will appear before, the 
Pope and ask that a special dispen- 
sation be granted for the ordintftion 
of Henry Wessling, of Boston, a 
Jesuit student at Woodstock College. 

Mr. Wessling became blind when 
chemicals over which he was working 
in the laboratory of Canisius College, 

Buffalo, N. Y exploded several years 
noo. He iv«» then professor oX chem- 
istry in that institution. Since that 
time. he has gone on studying, while 
prayers have been offered for him 
by people in .every section of the 
globe.. He stands among the leaders 
of his class at Woodstock. His fel- 
low-scholastics read to him. and he 
easily remembers what he hears. He 
has learned all the prayers said bv a 
priest at mass, and has mastered the 
ceremonies in the various services of 
the church. 

Mr. Wessling has been a member of 
the Jesuit order fourteen years. 

THINK PARKS WAS 
DRIVEN INSANE BY 
POISON CIGARETTE 

And Then Shot by Mexicans 

Wandering Into Lines of 
Federal Troops. 

(Special to the Evening Star.) 
VERA CRUZ, May 9.—All Informa- 

tion received by Colonel E. F. Tag- 
gart, of the Twenty-eighth infantry, 
indicates that Private Parks, his or- 

derly, who disappeared Thursday with 
two horses, has been executed by 
Mexican Federals. Colonel Taggart 
went to the Federal lines yesterday to 
investigate the whereabouts of Parks, 
but was given little satisfaction. A 

Mexican officer is said to have de- 
clared that they were under orders to j 
shoot any unformed American coming 
into the lines, but would not speci- 
fically admit that Parks had been 
shot. 
Last night a railroad man Is under- j 
stood to have Informed Colonel Tag- 
gart that soldiers of General Maes | 
told him Park had been shot to death, 
He said the soldiers declared another | 
American in uniform who appeared 
to be a soldier had been shot two 

nights before. Parks may have been ] 
given a poisoned cigarette. Mexican 
women in Vera Cruz give men poi- 
soned cigarettes, he said, and the 
victims always go insane. 

General Funston found it necessary j 
to deny the statement which Red 

[ Cross Agent Jenklnson has been 
spreading that it is extremely unsafe 
for American women to remain in 
Vera Cruz. Jenklnson arrived here 
orly Thursday and was not acquaint- 
ed with conditions. 
— 

Madison Epworth Leaguers 
to Celebrate Anniversary 

[Special to the Evening Star.l 
MADISON, May 9.—The twenty- 

tifth anniversary of the Epworth 
League will be commemorated by the 
local chapter tomorrow morning with 
a celebration in the Methodist 
Church. There will be a rally of 
the members at a meeting to be held 
in the chapel at 7:15 o'cloc k. This 
session will be in charge of Herbert 
K. Saxe and an effort is being made 
to have as many members present 
as possible. • 

Following this there will be a pub- 
lic service al the regular time of the 
evening sessions. Rev. Addison \V. 
Hayes, the pastor, will speak on "The 
Great Success of a Man With 
a Wheel in His Head." Rev. Wal- 
lace B. Fleming, of Drew Theologi- 
cal Seminary, will take for his 
theme, "Christian Education and the 
Far West." There will be special 
music and all are cordially invited 
to attend. 

Camden Chief 
Killed in Fire 

[Special to the Evening Star.] 
CAMDEN, May &.—A lire which 

swept through the plants of the Cam- 
den Electroplating Conmpany and tilt 
New Jersey Automobile and Supply- 
Company early this morning, causing 
a $20,000 loss and cost the life of F ra 
Chief Charles Worthington, aged 
thirty-five. 

The chief while on the roof of one 
of the burning buildings stepped to 
one side to avoid a skylight and 
pinnged through smoke and flames to 
a brick paved alleway. Comrades 
found his unconscious form and hur- 
ried him to a hospital. He died on 
the way. Chief Worthington served 
in the department for the past thir- 
teen years.* The fire was caused by- 
crossed wires. 

Mediators Send Bryan’s 
Reply to Huerta Complaint 

WASHINGTON, May 9.—With the 
departure of Huerta's mediation mis- 
sion from Mexico City today the 
South American envoys and govern- 
ment officials here were assured there 
would be no bitch in the Niagara 
Falls negot'ations through tardiness 
of the Mexican delegation. Huerta's 
representatives will proceed to the 
Canadian border city by wav 0f Vera 
Cruz and Kew West. They should 
arrive in ample time for the begin- 
ning of the mediation preliminaries 
May IS. 

Announcement of iheir itinerary 
early today by the three envoys put 
to rest reports that the Huerta repre- 
sentatives might avoid traveling 
through the United States by going 
to Niagara Falls by way of Salina 
Cruz and Vancouver. 

News that the Mexicajt mediators 
were on their way was expected to 
expedite the announcement of the 
American mission. It was believed 
that if the names of the United 
States representatives were not given 
out today the announcement would 
not be delayed much after the re- 
turn of President Wilson from mem- 
orial services to the American vic- 
tims of the occupation of Vera Cruz 
at the Brooklyn Navy, Yard next 
Monday. 

6.000 Pay Last Tribute to 
Perth Amboy’s Fire Chiefj 

PERTH AMBOY. May 9.—The 
fanerai of Fire Chief William P. 
O’Hara today was the largest ever 
held in thts city. It is estimated that 
6.000 friends paid tribute to him last 
night and this morning. Three hun- 
dred firemen escorted the body to St. 
Mary's R. C. Church at 10 a, m. to- 
day, where a solemn high musss was 
celebrated. 

Eight former chiefs of the volun- 
teer department acted as pallbearers, 
interment followed in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. Eight societies were rep- 
resented in the funeral procession. 
Business was suspended for five min- 
utes following a proclamation Issued 
by Mayor Ferd Garrotson. 

Mr. O'Hara contracted a cold while 
fighting a Are several decks ago 
which resulted in his death. He is 
survived by a wife and eight daugh- 
ters. He was a lifelong Democrat 
and held many prominent offices. 

I Immense Crowds See Several 
Thousand Suffragists Pa- 

rade to the Capitol. 

WASHINGTON. May With ban- 
ners flying, ten bands playing and 
the women singing a marching song, 
several thousand suffragists from 
various sections of the country to- 
day paraded along Pennsylvania 
avenue, from Lafayette square to the 
capitol. There 531 of them, rep- 
resenting every State in the 
Union, and assigned one to each 
senator and representative, present- 
ed to the members of Congress peti- 
tions asking the passage of the Br's- 
tow-Mondell resolution calling for a 
Federal constitut'onal amendment 
enfranchising women. 

Immense crowds viewed the proces- 
sion along the route. When the capi- 
tal was reached the bands were 
massed on the plaza before the east 
front, where they played the "March 
of the Women,” composed by Dr. 
Ethel Smyth, of England, accom- 
panying a chorus of 1,000 women, 
wearing robes of white, with green 
stoles and fillets of green on their 
heads. 

Parade Follow!* Mae--meet!he 
The parade followed a mass-meet- 

ing in a downtown theatre, presided 
over h» Mrs. William Kent, wife of 
Representative Kant, of California, 
and at which stirring addresses were 
made by Miss Caroline Lexow. field 
secretary of the Woman's Political 
Union, of New York; Mrs. Donald 
Hooker, of Baltimore, and Miss Lucy 
Bums, of Brooklyn, vice-chairman 
of the Congressional Union for Wom- 
an Suffrage, under the auspices of 
which the demonstration was held. 
Among those occupying boxes at the 
meeting were: Mrs. O. H P. Belmont, 
of New York: Mrs. Florence Bayard 
Hilles. of Wilmington, Dei., daugh- 
ter of President Cleveland's secretary 
of state: Miss Jul'a Lathrop, chief 
of the Federal Children's Bureau: 
Mrs. Harriet Stanton Blatch. of New 
York, daughter of the late Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, one of the pioneer 
leaders in the suffrage movement: the 
Equal* Franchise Society of Phila- 
delphia: Mrs. Antoinette Funk, of 
Chicago, and the Pennsylvania Men's 
League for Suffrage. A number of 
young women, many of them promi- 
nent in society, acted as ushers. 

There were many novel features in 
the parade, and the marching women 
were cheered loudly by the throngs 
that lined Pennsylvania avenue all 
the way from Lafayette Square, op- 
posite the White House, to the capi- 
tol. First and foremost was borne 
aloft a banner twenty feet wide, bear- 
ing the inscription: "We demand the 
passage of the Bristow-Mondell res- 
olution." Then came the first sec-, 
tion, the pageant division, typifying' 
spring, youth and hope, which had 
been arranged under the direction of 
Mrs. Eliphalet Andrews, a well- 
known artist. Thousands of garlands 
of flowers were carried by the young 
women and children, the shades of 
the blossoms having been selected 
with an eye to harmonizing with the 
union's colors, purple, white and gold. 

Chorns of 1,00*1. 
In this division also • marched the 

chorus of 1.000, led by Mrs. Apolline 
M. Blair, president of the Rubenstetn 
Club of this city. 

Attractive as was this p^rt of the 
parade, it did not evoke any more 

enthusiasm or interest from the on- 

lookers than the cavalry section 
which came next and was command- 
ed by Mrs. Juliet Barrett Rublee, of 
Washington. who also was the mount- 
ed grand marshal of the procession. 

Hillside r»rk. 
Dancing Saturdays. Roller Skating 

Sunday*.—Adv, 

THREE PERISH 
IN APARTMENT 

HOUSE BLAZE 
Six-Story Aldine, at Broad and Lombardy 

Streets, Early Morning Catas- 
trophe Scene. 

FIRE-ESCAPES THEIR SOLE EXIT, 
ONLY DOORWAY FLAME CHOKED 

Victims Trapped on Top Floor by Smoke 
and Flames—Thrilling Scenes as Fire- 

men Battle to Save Lives. 

Three women are dead, one man will probabiy die and several 
Bremen were injured in a lire that swept the Aidinc aparement house, 
at Broad and Lombardy streets, early today, it. was one of the most 
spectacular and thrilling dwelling-house disasters this city has had itt 
many years. Tile origin is unknown. The lire started in either the base* 
ment or first floor and shot through the upper floors. 

THE DEAD: 
Lillie Blue, negress. inai*1 employed by Or. 4. VV. I Iced, at Moilin'* 

morgue. 
Margaret Healy. maid employed by F. V Carpenter, at Mullin'* 

morgue 
Maria Walsh, maid employed by R. K. Weliner. at Mullin's morgue. 

THE IXJl RED: 
Rev. A- H. Young, at St. Michael's Hospital, suffering from burns on 

face and arms and probably Inhalation of smoke. Condition serious. 
John Habermtller. foreman Engine Company Xo. 3. bit on head by 

faLling cornire. Sent to his home. Condition not serious. 

Hugh Connelly, fireman. Engine Company Xo. 7. cut on face and 
hands by falling glass. Sent home. Condition not serious. 

The Aldine apartment was six sto-*. 

ries. of brick construction, ft was the 
first apartment house built in New- 
ark It was about thirty years olfl 
and was of such interior material and 
of such fashion that would not be 

passed under the building code of to- 

day. although when built It was con- 

sidered a model structure. It had but 

one stairway >nd it was built around 
the elevator. 

There were probably 12;> persons 
asleep in the house at 3:21 o clock, 
yvhen the fin- was discovered. That 

any of those perrons living above the 

third floor escaped is considered al- 

most a miracle by the police cn Arc 

officials 
Not a single person, as far as could 

be learned today, escaped by means 

f the stairway. All of the tenants 

reached the street by way of the 

fire escapes on the front, rear and 

two sides of the buildings, or by tall 

ladders raised by' firemen. 
The three women whoso dead bodies 

are in Mullin's morgue are those of 

servants- They slept in the servants’ 

martens on trie top floor of the build- 

,ng and wore trapped by the flames 

and smoke. 
Only Onf Exit. 

When the first of the fire apparatus 
reached the Aldine apartments the 

stairway and elevator, which are in 
a well on the Lombardy street side ] 
of the building, were a mass of, 
llamcs. The flames had already j 
broken the glass in the front doors j 
and were belching into the street. 

The Lombardy street doorway was 

the only exit 
Tenants in the house were piling 

down the fire-escapes on all sides. 
Men, women *nd children were 

shrieking hysterically for relatives 
from whom they had become separat- 
ed in the thick pall of smoke that 

hung over the entire building. 
Once on the street husbands began 

looking for wives and parents for 
children. Houses on Lombardy street 

were thrown open to the scantily 
clad people. Many of the refugees 

ere so choked with smoke they could 
not talk coherently All were fright- 
ened and panic-stricken. 

Women clad only in night clothes 
were rushing from house to house 
ooking for missing children. Men. 

pajama clothed, ran here and there 

making frantic search for wives 
In the background was the flaming I 

apartment, a veritable tire-trap 
Smoke was pouring from every win- 

dow near the elevator shaft. A pillar 
of fire ascended heavenward where it 

had burst through the roof within 
ten minutes after it was discovered. 

Over all hung a thick pall of smoke, 
pungent and of a light yellowish hue. 

It waved and billowed, at times en- 

tirely masking the leaping flames, 
only to make the latter seem all the 
more fierce and dangerous when a 

breeze occasionally lifted the smoke 
curtain aside for a moment 

Heard by Paaaerbv. 

The first alarm was turned in at 

3:21 a. m. hy Anthony Rogers, of 106 
Garside street. He was on his way 

home from a dance Rogers heard the 
crash of glass as the heat and flames 
smashed through the Lombardy street 

doors of the Aldine apartment. Real- 

izing the peril of the inmates, Rogers 
(lashed for the fire box. No. lu, in 

front of the building. After turning 
in the alarm he shouted for assist- j 
ance. 1 

Responding to the tiret alarm at 

fire were Engine Companies Nos. 2, 1. ] 
4 3 Nos. 1 and 2 Hook and Ladder 
Truck Companies and Clwmioal Com- 
pany No. 1. 

On t-he second alarm, sent out six 

minutes after the first, were Engine 
Companies Nos. 22. 7, 9, No. 3 Hook 
and Ladder and the- Water Tower 
Company. 

The third alarm, following the sec- | 
ond by nine minutes, called out En- 

gine Companies Nos. 20, 11, 10, 6, and I 

No. 6 Hook and Ladder Company. 
This made eighteen fire-fighting ma- 

chines in all. No. 10 Engine Company. 
At Sherman avenue and Astor street, 
covering the greatest distance. 

When Battalion Chief George Lynch 
readied the scene on the first alarm 
tie found the elevator shaft and stair- 
wav were a seething mass of flames. 
He immediately sent in a second I 
alarm, five minutes after the first one. 
This brought out Chief Paul J. Moore. 
At 3:36 Chief Moore sent out the third 
alarm 

Aid for InniAt^. 

After Battalion Chief Lynch reached 
the fire his first concern was to aid 
the occupants, who were struggling 
down the fire-eacape. Ladders were 

quickly raised to the bottom plat- 
forms of the fire-escape* Firemen 

rushed up to aid the frenzied women 
and equally frenzied men. 

-More firemen were rushed up the 
fire-escapes as soon as rhief Moore 
arrived on the scene and six or seven 
minutes after the first tap of the 
alarm had reached fire headquarters 
the fire-escapes had been cleared. The 
four tire-escapes on the different side* of the building made it difficult to 
Keep track of the persona rescued, 
especially as the fleeing tenants v. -to 
so soon swallowed up in the smoke 
pall. 

It did not seem possible that all of 
the more than one hundred persons who wore su+UKisaU be in the build Ihk hap escaped. Koueirs f a whole- sal" Holocaust spread through tha crowd that had gathered despite tlis early hour. Rumors that fifteen per- *ad trapped in the anti- quated apartment house soon gained currency. Then the estimate leap” to twenty-five, and in some cases 

The'' rlZrT 'I"''1 to havt Perished. The rumors lasted until Chief Moore and his firefighters had satisfied therm 
in Vh any Persons were still the building- they were a.lr»-adv dead The firemen then turned th"ir whole attention to the fighting of the 

Flames on Top Floor. 
Bj the time the firemen had a 

?oan^ ‘u *lve th<“>r undivided atten- tion to fighting the flames it did not 

worl<ianflf '^Py had a chance in the 
m"rld °f,sav!n8 any part of the build- ing The elevator shaft and stair- 
whi’oh Tk 3 o°arinc' f’Jrnace flue from 
"h. cd the hatnes had mushroomed out on the three top floors and had 

places. 
hr°Upb thP r°°f in llalf a dozen 

Red. slow rolling, angry looking flames were visible in every window the third floor. Ever}- instant tinkle. pop' w uuld go a beavv 
plate window. A shower of broken glass would descend on the firemen. 

The water-tower apparatus was 
ranged in Lombardy street about the 
centre of the building For the first forty minutes It did yeoman work. 
The extension nozzle reached almost 
to the top of the building and poured thousands of gallons of water right 
to the spot where the fire was hottest 
This was on the sixth floor where the 
blaze had spread out under the roof 
before bursting through. The deck 
nozzle slammed a miglity stream to 
the top of the elevator shaft. Hold- 
ing this point of vantage the firemen 
drowned out the blaze in rapid order. 
But after forty minutes of good work 
something seemed to go wrong with 
the high-pressure system and the 
stream from both the extension and 
deck nozzles drizzled to almost noth- 
ing. 

But the water tower and the high 
pressure had done their work and 
the blaze was under such control that 
it could he handled and kept within 
bounds by the hand-manned lines 
which by this lime strung the sides 
of the building like the basket cords 
on a balloon. 

HMtereil from Undm. 

From the very first it was neces- 

sary to right the fire from ladders 
and the rire-eseapes because the one 

stairway in the building was an in- 
ferno before the firefighters reached 
the scene. 

It is probably (he first fire in the 
history of Newark that the stairway 
of a burning building building was 
not the means of escape of a single 
person in the building. That all but 
three in the building escaped under 
such circumstances is little short of 
marvelous. 

When the witter tower extension 
and deck nozzle had smothered the 
flames on the top floor to a great ex- 
tent the firemen were able t" clamber 
through windows from the fire-escape 
and right the tire from the inside. 

This move was fraught with great 
danger, as some of the ceilings had 
fallen, especially near the elevator 
shaft. The added weight on the floors 
made it seem as if they would go 
through at any time. The greater 
part of the top floor and part of the 
fifth did crash down to the fourth 
floor level finally, but creaking and 
snapping of burned supports gave <|ho 
firemen warning and they were ready 
to jump before the slide came. 

The only serious Injury to a fire- 
fighter was to John HabermilL of En- 
gine No. b. He was hit on the head 
by a piece of falling cornice as be was 
standing on the sidewalk. He was 
taken to his home in a department 
buggy, after Ur Hugh Hart, the de- 
partment physician had given him 
first aid. 

When the firemen, half an hour 
after the blaze started, were able to 
work their way into the fifth and top 
floors, the new* was shouted to fhhiC 
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