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Solving the Problemof |ile

An Eplsade in the Careels of a Young
Man That PFrobably 1fas liad Tis
Counnterpart In Mher Lives,

|

TRANGE as it may |
secm, Wickens
tells it ne & joke.
But hLis wversion
quite wminses the
wora!, and the

in in it to reeom
mend the incident
to the notice of a |
pions  publie. It
yvon fill ont Wiek-
ens's aceonnt with |
the observations

of more disinterestel spectators and |
the hroken story which the hero tells,
and consider it then, iu the mans and
rympathetically,} remembering your |
awn youth, yon will have a story that
13 not to be laugliad at,

It happened in Brooklyn and it be-
gan on that evening when Baldwin's
Iandlndy and his roommate, Wickens,
ngresd in consaltation that rometling
was amise with Baldwin, He main-
tained an irritable wilence. Ho re-
fased lus food, Ha slamed ths |
doors, He answered ““No”' wherover
the monosyllable econld be made to
rerve Lim,  Yel these symptoms are |
vommon to so many mental maladies |
that it was impossible to diagonieo
the caso to a preseripltion. It wonld
be nesossnry to know that while he
rat with Wickens, after snpper, in
thewr common room, staring at the
fowered paper on the wall, his hady
restod lazily in the ample emnbrace of
n fut nrmehair, but his thought was 1
hithing throngh the etervity of years
tint nrea vet to he pdded to the age of
tae old gray-beard earth. and the aye
of his imagination belhield time's toy,
the worll, spinning with all fatility
i the ronmd to whieh the powers have
condemned it everlastingly. He saw
him=alf ns an iolinitely small life
nmong the myriads that swarm on the
round sides of the globe, and that
globo asa flying speck of star dost in
A wilhion of sneh motes, He was un-
happy, consequently, and resentful,

Ho placked a mateh from his poeket
aed bit ot the soft wood. It rewminded
him of his pipe,  Bat the eold tip of
the amber, striking havd on  his teeth
nfter tho wolt ibre of the match, star-
tled and displeased him, He threw
down the brinr with a woisy petu-
lence,

Wickena look ed over his newspa-
per. “What's the watter with you,
nnyway?” he said. *“You're in a deuce
of a stew to-night.”

Baldwinanswered sullenly. ““What
do you think?"IIs wastiugering a but-
fon on his coat. The smooth bone of
it slipped in his persplring fingers,
and he wiped his hands upon his
tronser legs,

It was a cool night, aud Wickens
raw tho action with alarm. *““What's
tho nse of going on like this?” he
protested,

“What's the use? What's the use
of suything?”  Baldwin blarted ouat.
*“What's the nse of slaving in an of-
fice? What'll it all amount to in a
thonsand years from now?”

"‘Better ask your parson,” Wick-
ens answered with an irreverence skil-
fully irritating.

Baldwin glared at hiwm.
that's elever,” he said,
felt the way [ do.”
iesaly in his clhair,
work," he whined.
do anything."”

“Well, I'm sure I don't know what
to do for you," Wickens pleaded.

Baldwin turned to the open win-
wow.

“Let's try a walk downtown,” {hLe
other added,

He was sulkily silent,

“‘Come on,” Wickens said, putting
down his paper. ““Your liver's out of
order. A walk will do yon good. It's
u cool night avd the moon's ont."”

He took his chum by the arm. Bald-
win shook off the friendly band with
# childish irritability. *‘All right,”
he said, “1I'm coming,” and rose to
follow,

As Wickens bad remarked, the moon
was out, “There,” said Baldwin,
when he saw it staring down at him,
**how many busy fools do you suppose
that old skull has leered out?"

*‘Ob, change the subject,” Wickens
said.  “Everybody has the same tron-
ble at your age, [t's liko the measles,"”

*‘Doesn’t help me any.”

‘‘Hold up your head,” he ordered.
"Pat your shoulders back and step
out, I never hal san atlack of the
blaes yot that I couldn't welk away
from,"

They tramped noisily down the
street. The brisk exertion pumped
the blood throngh Baldwin's veins,
By the time he had walked two blocks
ia silence the cheesinl movement had
begun to drive his bad rood from him
aud he groped stabbornly abant in his
mind to hold it,

When they neared the busier thor-
oughfares they crossed a regiment of
the Salvation Army on its way to bat-
tle with the legions of darkness.
Wickens heard the bass drum with a
emile.

““Lucky dogs,” Baldwin said. *“T'
think they know what it’s all

Wickeus lost his patience. “Ob,
dou’t be an ase,” he said. *‘Who are
you, anyway, that all creation has to
give you its reason for existing?"

Baldwin sulked again. In a mo-
ment, “Look at that,” he broke out,
waviug bis hand to the row of lighted
sbops. “Slaving and sleeping as if
they knew what for! Where are the
peop'e that kept shop in old Rome?”

"Dead, most likely."

“Yes, and what did- they live for?”

“For the fun 1there was in it, I
fuesa, '

*“Clever, you ave.”
chokiyg with a speechiless contempt, !

- Jfkens saw the quarrel to which |
J were drifting. *‘Well.” he said,
oun mway finish this walk nloue,"l
wand stopped before a Look shop win-
dow to look over the array of vol- |
tumes. 2

Baldwin stalked down the street,
nuring his mdod. Wickens was a1
fuol at any rate—always had been.
All men were idiots, or they wonuld
uot go gambolling around in this
slanghter house as if the butcher were

uot waiting for them with the inevica-
ble knife.

Baldwin,
longer., He was going to—to do !

romething or other. It did not mat- |
ter what,

He tarned do'vn a side street and

“You thnnk
“I wish yon
He rollel rest-
“1 dou't want to
“I don't want to

L4

bey
about.”

ritewpled a short out aeross the road- | fivest farms to be
way, He beard a feeblo phirigk behind | 1t is no
Ui, Bowetbing struck him stitfy in ' scre..

[ off a possible blow.
| ou the road beside bim,

!
|
i

| with

woral is all there ! '¢¢

i acres of land.”

! toper, but be

He.. Cherles MoTaggrt | his boud, and thi
was going to be a -sheep no , word about the land.

2 ‘ neck and before he conld put out his
iCtlo_')-'mne the ssphalt pavement reached l

| up and struck hits a sledge-hammer

blow ou the forehiend. There was an
explosion in his brain like the sudden
flawe of a flashlight., Then all the
instinet of the animal Tonsed hLim to
sell-preservatign. Drawing his legs
up under Lim, be arched kLis back,
slipped the epemy’'s bLold aver Lis
head il erooked Lis arm wp to ward
The ioe lay imp
He had Leen
run down by a young lady on a bi-
c’r'fP.

““Ob,” he eaid, recovering himself
atl once,
“I Leg your pardoa.”™ He Lad

sprang to Lis feet. **Are you huri:”
and was teving to dizedtapgle ber (rom
the machiue,

She drew her feet up halplessly in-
to ber skirts, He was plackiug those,
buarried elnmsiness, from the
th of the gearving. *'I didn’t see

yon cowing,” lLe apologized as he

raiged her. “T Liope you're not hart.”

Hhe pressed bLer hand, panting,

L agninst her side. **No-o," she gasped,

e

ou'y frightened. ™

tnt when he released her she tot-
tered as if to fall, and Le wa= comn-
pelled to retmm his Lold upon her
arm, cinbarrassed aud speechiless,

It was so stupid of aae,” she fal-
tered, hmping to the enrbstone.  **
thought I could get by von, Mr, Bald-
win, "

He peered down at her in the dark-
ness.  ““Why,” ke smiled, I didn't
know you,”

She laughed somew hat hysterically.
“J saw yon commyg throngh the light.

I thought 1 enuld get past.” She was
choking for breath., “I'm afraid I
bart my —my foot.”

She fread hersell from bis arm.

Baldwin retnrned to miiroad for the
bievele pnd Lis hat, When he came
back he found ler sitting on the curb,

“You are hurt,” he said antionsly,

“My ankle,” she replicd.  *‘I have
sprained i, | think. ™

He hesitated a woment, *“Takemy
arm,” he said, “and tey of you can
walk."”

By leanmg beavily ou Liz she sue-
ceeded in Hmping along. He wheeled
the bieyele with lits otier hand, still
a bit embarrassed, But she laughed
andd cliatted. 1t had been so stupid
of her! It was a wonder she hadn't
killed hiw.  What had he thought it
was that #truek him? -

He confessed that he had
time to think., But the avi abont his
neck hal come a3z if pome oue had
leapod upon his brek.  *“‘I'm afraid,”
he said, I took yon for n footpad.”

The remembrance of it stirred Leor
to nervous merrimont.  Her langh
was uot unpleasaut. She choked
prettily nt his whimwioeal deseription
of his preparations for defence, and
that deseription became so comvul-
sively amusing for a moment that
they stood together an n corner shak-
ing with lauglter. '[Mhey went on more
soberly when the fit bad passed, but
the barriers weve Cown hetween them
and converartion was as easy as that
of old frien ls,

The distance from the sceune of the
collision to her hicine vas not great.
Baldwin rang the door bell and
assisted in allaying the anxicty of the
family. They langhed at last, at a
joint description of the accident as
given by the hercvine aud the hero
of it.

When she had been acsisted to her
room by a younger sister, Daldwin
remained to exchanga sinall talk and

not had

drink eool drinks Delow siairs, Be-
fore he left ho had been Dbrushed
clean of the rcadway dast by
“‘orother Tom,"” thanked by her

motner for his kindness to a daughter
of the honse and invited by the smil-
ing family to eall again.

Accordingly he dil that, on the
evening following, to =ee how the
sprained ankle was progressing. The
young woman herself receiv him,
He found ler very pale and Pretty,
amiable and altogethér interesting,
He had ealled, on an average, three
times sineo in every week, and he has
bought a bicycle.

During the first stages ot their
friendship he worked diligently for
an inereaso in Lis salary to allow of
the purchase of more theatre tickets.
Lately he has had dreams of a honey-
moon, aud is kept worrfed in hig
leisure moments by impatisnt caleala-
tion of the time which must elapse
before his allmy will suflice for two.
But Le is nof tronbliug himself for an
answer to the Sphiox’s giddle of ex-
istence. Neithor 1s he concerned for
a solutiou of any qf the greater prob-
lems of this life. 'The powers have
reconciled him to the prison bars with
the old device.—New York Sun,

FARM FOR A DRINK OF

WATER,

A Selection of Rich Brazos Bottom Land
For a Thirst Onenclier,

A section of land whick constitutes
one of the finest farms in the fertile
Brazos bottom of Texas once sold for
a drink of water,

It was about fifty years ggo, accord-
iug to ex-Lieutenant-Gov (nor George
T. Jester, that a crowd (3 frontiers-
men from off the Brazos eame to Cor-
sicana on a trading expedition. Cor-
sicaua at that time was not as great a
town as it is now, sined iithreatensto
rival the most productive oil region of
Penunsylvania, but was a typical fron-
tier village or trading post. The
grandfather of Governor Jester was a
Methodist circuit rider, aud lived at
that time in Corsicana. He ocenpied
8 tWo-stery double log Louse. His
house was a rendegvous tor people
from far and neag, who came trading.
In thore days land certificates were
used as circulating medinw, as money
was rarely seen,

On one occasion a character from
off the Brazos arrived in town, got on
A tear, and at night was put to bed in
the second-story of the Jester man-
siou. About 1 o’clock iuthe worning
he awoke with n terrible thirst. XNo
water was in the rooin, and he couldn’t
find the way downstairs. Sticking his
hezd ont the window Le saw some men
nslcep in the yard, .He called tothem
to bring him a drink of water, but no
oue answered him. A second and a

i third time he ealled with no response,
Baldwin was | Finelly Le yelled out:

“One of you fellows bring me a
drink of water, and I'll give you 320
This aroused one of
the sleepers, who called baek that he

' wouldn't climb those steps for 320

acres of laud, and the offer was raised
to 640 acres. The man under the tree
drew a buckel of water and jngged it
upstairs and offered a dipperiul to the
nuslred it aside. “‘Give
it tome out of the bneket like a hox se,”
he eaid, and he put about bali the con-
tents of the bucket under his belt.

In those days & Texan's word was
3 feilow kept his
Next morning
he made lis benefactor a deed to Gi¢
acres of Brazos bottom lAnd. This
land still belongs to the descendauts
of the water carrier, and is one of the
fonn in all Mexas,
v oworth from 233 to 240 per
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FARM TOPICS

0CCOCOCacC

On Opening the Bos Hive.

Before opening a bive of bees, send
in a few puffs of smoke, to prevent
the sentinels from rushing out and
stinging yon. The smoke will alarm
them, end they will run to the combs
aud fill themselves with Lhoney. Theh
when the hive is opened the Leen will
uidbere Letier to the combs and can
Le exemined with ease,

Cultivating Beanas.
All cultivation of beans should
' stop when the plant Llossoms, as get-
| ting moist #oil on the blossoms is the
chief canse of the fangus diseaves
which fasten themselves on the grain.
Neither shaonld beans ever Le cuiti-
vated when the leaves are wet with
rains or dew, For tlius reason the
bean field shonld bhe left as clean of
weeds at the time the beans 1
blossum as it can be made.

are

The Cause of Sirong Hutter.

lie cow that givesmilk from which
streng butter results probably has (he
garget. The diet of grass after thLe
diet of elover liey, bran and corn fud-
dev is alleviating thetronble by stimyg-
lating theo secretioms. 'The treatment
for parget isrubbidz the ndder at each
milking yith the palm of tire Lsnd
with or withont the application of
iard, or butter, with camplorated oint-
ment, to be obtaised at any drug store,
A tablespoonful of ealtpeter ouce a
day for two or three days is a favorite
trentment with wany dairymen. Qoz-
casionally there are cases which ave
obstinate to cnre, bhat generally the
difienlty can be rewmoved in a few
doys or a week.

An Ldea For Market Day.

Tarmers ought to unite and build a
yard in a convenient place in eities
into which loads of produce wmay be
driven. with ecooveuient sheds or
buildings to nuload if necessary. Ap-
point an honest jan and a good
jadge of the valne of farm prodace to
superintend and eet prices on the
same, tagging it, and ieaving it in
charge of its driver; when sold its
driver to deliver the prodnce and re-
ceive the pay. The saperintendent
shonld send ont runners to cauvass
the eity, taking orders. Heo should
aleo receive orders himself, receiving
81 for every load from tue driver,
twenty-five cents going to the superin-
tendent and seventy-five cents for the
benefit of the yard or company.
So netimes 200 loads go into the mar-
ket on market day. In this way
produce might be sold before or by
the tme it arrives in the market.—
G. H. Peacock, in Orange Judd Far-
mer.

Wise Frecautlon in Case of Fire,

The constant danger that farm
buildings may {ake fire and Lave no
adeqnate attention, owing to the lack
of fire apparatus and of men, makes
it important that all possible precau-
tions be taken t{hat incipient fires
may promptly be put out. A ladder
for the roof is of the greatest im-
portance. The cut shows ona that

FIRE LADDTR FOR FALM 1OG. T,
can qnickly be put in place. Tt is
in the form of a frait ladder at the
top, aud has a sraall wheel at the end,
as shown. It can thos be shoved np
over the roof without catehing on the
shingles. A hock is placed in ths
position shown, so that the ladder,
when shoved up to the ridge, can be
turned over, when the kook will hold
it firmly in place.  Make the ladder
long euough for any roof you have,
and have auother that will reach any
roof edge,—New York Tribune.

To Cure Hams and Bacaon,

Tn a balletin of the North Carclina
stalion it says that there are two
methods of curing on the farm—dry
ealting and pickling. Dry salting is
more largely practiced than pickling,
but in our experience we hLave heen
led o prefer the pickling.

They use a brithe sirong enough to
float a potato, and after the meat is
ent and trimmed it is dropped into

draw ont the blood. It is then taken
out and a fresh brine is made, or theo
old brine lioiled and skimmed. 'To
the brine we then add one ounce of
sallpetre and a pint of black molasses
for each 106 pounds of meat. The
meat is then retarned to the brine,
the thinner parts being put by them-
s2lves and the haws and shonlders in
another cask. The thin parts remain
in the brine three weeksand the hams
four or five weeks, care being taken
to keep all under the brine. The
meat is then taken out aud hung in
the smoke house or elsewhsre to drip
aud dry somewhat. Tt is then slowly
smoked with corn cobs ar hickory
wegod, the smoke being smothered
down with green cedar branches if
they are to be had. The smoking is
continued for several weeks in favor-
able cloudy weagher, until all are
well smoked. The hams should have
the upper part of the smoke house,
where the smoke haags longest.

In the carly spring the hams are
taken down and rubbad well all over
with a mixture of molasses and black
pepper. They are then wrapped in
stont paper and put into cotton bags,
which are dipped ig whitewash, and
are again hung up.  Some pack them
down in chaff, but we prefer to keep
them hanging. They are at their
best for the table or market at a Year
old. Hams of this kind will bring
cighteen to twenty cents per pound
when the hams of the West and the
white hams of onr faymers are selling

for ten ccuts per pound. —Weekly Wit-
ness,

Torpedo Went on a Cruise. B9

A year ago an advertisement ap-
peared in an Eaglish country paper
stating that a reward of fifty pounds
was offered by a great engineerinyg
firm to any one who produced a full
grown torpedo that had been lost about
& mile and a half eastof the Trow
Rocks. It was comforting to learn
that there were no explosives in fhe
torpedo. Strangely enough, a month
later, a similar *‘Aish™ put in sn ap-
pearance at Aldeburgh, in Suffolk,
This torpedo was marked with a erown
and nambered 2414 X, and thoagh
criginally charged with a working
pressure of 1050 pounds, when it was

vecovered it was exiiausted, —New
York Press,

The aigrette is to disappear frowm the
headgear of the British Hussars and
Royal Horse Artillery, and its place
will be taken by au ostrich plume,

this brine for two or three days to!

The Sesth.

Three hundred men, empicyed .o *he
ropper mine - at Jracktown, Tean . have
sltruck because the companies refuss 1o
reognize e aalof, and oluaers are
cipecied (v 9licw

W. I Wal« o pechan'c.’ enginecr,
¢! Richmound, Va.. who had just acquir-
ed control of . Wilming'cn, N .
gas works, was drowned while batlilcg
near Wilm' azaq

William A. GesL 1, Deinocratle
didate for Bovernu: of
plied 1o his erities,
dacious,

e

(an
Kentuoky, 18-
calling them s n-

Two hundred miners siruck at
Salt Creek coal mines at Chattanoos-a
Tenn., in sympathy with the Dayioa
mine strike.

It is propo:ed to celebrate as Bati-
more Day ona of the davs of the com-
!ng Expoert Exposttion at Philadelpliia

Yellow fever has Lroken out at Jach-
fon, Miss., and a suspicious rasze js e.
purted from Port Tampa, Fla.

A large Nicighi steamer of tie Alex-
andraa Line s reported ashore near
hey La:go. Fla, with a full cargo o
veneral nerchandise for Key WWeot
Mavy wreciors have 1ef: Miaml for
e sCene,

Alexandris, ¥i. i< making ex'on<ive
preparations for the celebration cf its
se~qui-centennial, whien will c=cur on
Octobrr 12, The features o! the event
will be two procession:=—a parade of
the military, firemen, and trales ia tae
lay time and a sentimentil and histor-
ical pageant at night.

The North.

A doudb'e walerspout causeld
sternation at Atlantic City.

The American Bankers® Associaiion
Convention, at Clevelan!, Ohic, heard
papers on currency ard other topics,
cleeted officers and adjourned.

The Grand Army of the Revublie. In
segelon at Philadélphia. voted agalnst
return of Confederate bartileflazs.

The Alumni Association of the Yourk,
Pa.. High Schoel  hoeil a rennion at
York.

Senat:r Clark, of Montana, Las
bought ror $145.000 the home of S#na‘or
Stewart in Washington known os
“Stewart castle.” He will build a mag-
nificent structure on the site of
pre=ent building.

Great damage was done at Bowilugz
Green, Obhio, Tuesday night, by a tor-
nado.

Jacoh Amberg. a  bricklayer., wes
shovked to der'h by an underground
trolley while 1-pairing the conduit, in
New York.

James H. Johnsomn, late sergesnt
First New Hampshire Volunteers. has
begn  appeinted  second | Lieutenant
and azzigned to the Forly-sixth Infan.
te¥.

Mayor Jones. ¢f Toledo, nbw an ir-
depeadant condidate for governor of

th

Con

the

¢+ Ohlo, has issued an address in whick

he scores both political parties, say-
inZ that they cannot live without boss-
£s.

Officials ef the Brooklyn Rzpid Tran-
sit Ccmpany =ay they have been robbed
ol nearly $50.000) in the last =lx weeks
by the new copductors who have tak-
en the place of Lhe strikers of las: July,
The new men are said to have bheen
“knerking down' fares industriously,
bu: the leakaze has at last beon steo-
peil.

Foraiga.

The Filijinos make nightly demon-
strations around Imus.

A new judiciary system has been pat
in operation in Porto Rico.

A new ecahinet has been formed in
FPern.

General Plo del Pilar's command has
refreated to the north.

The solicitor of the French consui-
ate has resigned, as a protest against
the veriict of the Dreyfus couri-mar-
tial.

The present week is expected to le
an important eone in determlning the
auestion cf peace or war In Soutl: Af-
rica.

Several cffers have heen made to
General Jiminez to furnish gold for
redeeming the paper moner fur Sano
Domingo.

The Filipinos have recently attached
a number of small American posts, uut
in every case have been driven awar.

The Cuban National League and the
Cuban National party have offered to

Gualberto Gomez and Gen. Maximo
Gomez the jo!nt presidency. The of-
fer has Lizen declined by Gualberte
Gomez, who says he wishes to keup

his independenceo.

A Na2w Yorker, Duke Josepa Flori-
monid de Loubat. a resident of Pariz,
has founded a professorate in the Un:-
versity of Berlin for Americans al a
cost of $800,000.

The Volksraad, at Pretoria, had an
exciling debate on Lhe presence of Enz-
lish troops on the Transvaal frontier.

The Charge d'ATYaires of Venconela
in Washington received a dispatch
frem his government denying Lkat a
revolution has broken out in Venzzue-
la.

Miscellaneous,

The press of almost the whole worid
condemns the Dreyfus verdiet.

Alarming rumors that the Pope is ill
are current, but they are deeclared to La
without foundation. )

It is said that Baron Von Hamn:e
stein-Loxten, Prugsian Minister of
Agriculture, has been dismissed from
office for the part he took with regaid
to the canal bill.

More than 25 per cent. of Genecral
MazArthur's troops in Luzon are re-
ported sick.

The feast of the Virgin of - El Cobre
was celebrated at El1 Cobre, near 3an-
jago, Cuba.

The gun ihat fireéd the frst shot in
the Spanish-American war on the
Raleigh, at Manila, will be a feature of
the Dewey parads in New Yorl:.

In a leiter to Congrezsman Wiiliam
Daly. of New Jersey. Wllliam J. Bryen
failed to meniion siver, though naming
otaer politizal -sues,

Navy Depaitment officials do not ox-
pect the battle ship Kearsage to at-
tain a greatsr speed than 17 knots an
hour ou her official trial trip.

Geperal Jiminez is bLelng received
with constant ovations om his wip
through Santo Domingo.

The census prociamation of Prezid-pt
McXKinley has arrived al Santiago de
Cuba and hasz been officially piiblizhed
there,

Ny

On the arrvival at Glasgow of the
bzrk Lanarkshire. ifrom Frapce, ti:e+
chief mate, Charics Black, of Montres),
was arrested on charge of shooting and
killing a colored seaman named Trott.

Funstou Was Aslecp.

A returned engineer tells this of Gen
eral Funston: “Before Caloocan wmany
of our =coutsz were kilied, and we coul¢
not find several officers. among whon
was Funstn. As we searched the fieid
with lights, somebody shouted. ‘Gen
was Fanston. As we searched the flelé
‘Neither,” muattered a voice at my feet
T'm sleening”  And e was, He haé
not bad any vest for a log tiwe, ang
whgn the chanee cuuse hid 1aken mors
af it than he expected.” T
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| THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

FTHE BOY 1S ONLY SEVEN,
-~ WOULD- BE WIFE SIX.

foungest on Record— Had Beea Sweetl-
bearis Ever Siace They Conld Teddle

and Decided It Was T'me They
Shoa'd Marey, (1]
Claude Beck, aged 7 years, of 2845

Wryoming street, and little Miss Grace
E. Fry, aged & years of 4105 Marke!
tireet. appiled 1o Clerk Augustus Fil
ley Thursday for a marriage ! cense
says & Si louis paper. The austens
ind unsympathketic clerk decliged
issue the document, bu: he couldn

prevep! teem from establlshing a4 re

ord a: the yoanges: couple that «v.

made & formal application to the 1@
vorder of deeds of Bt Louis fur pes

missicn Claude apd Grace
have beeu piavmates sincs they weps
old enough to walk. Thelr parents are
friends, and (he earliest moemory of the
children {s of days spent in playiog
housekeeping and other games iu
which children delight  In nll thess
sports Claude assumed the role of
lover and sald sweer things and wmn-
agined he performed noble deeds for
Grace, who waz his contented lntle
sweetheart. This arrangement at $lay
pleared Claude so well that he vowed
he would have no wife but Grace, and
ke asked her to promise to marry him
when they were old enough 1o L]
marriage licenre, Grace was willing
and :aid only Claude could have he
heart and hand., The Labies informed

tu

o wed

their parents of their childish Dbe-
trothal, and were much chagrined
when their papas and mammas de-

clared it to be a great joke and laaghed
heartily at them.
sald Claude, *“Grace will have no
sweetheart Lnt her, and we’ll marry
Maybe they'll think then we are not
Joking.” Claude arw Grace were not
bashful about acknowledging their
“engagement,” and it was soon a sith-
jeet of much amusement among the
friends of their families. Clande
dressed himese!f in his bLe=t eult
clothes Thursday and went to Graces
home to epend the day. She knew he
wad coming and was wearing her pret-
tiest dress in honor of the oceasion

'

were soon romping and playing aboui
the yard. They discussed the kind ol
house they would live in when they
were married and criticieed the ar-
rangement of the furriture in Grace's
home. Suddenly Claude declared it
was high time they he married. 1

I am tired of waiting. I want a home
of my own, where 1 can do as | wan:
to, and I want you to live with me.
Can’t we be married today?”’ Grace
caid she thonght she was old enonghn
and declared she kuew Clande
She wanted to marry, too,

was.
Just then

walked into the house and inquired
about their love affairs, They told hin:
they had just decided to be married
but didn’t know what to do. Mr. Hand
said he would help them. and 1o

He led them to the couri house and
presented them to his friends as the
youngest couple that ever visited the
marriage-license bureau on Lusiness
purposes. Each wore a rosette, fur-
nished by Hand. 7Tke Loy explained
his errand, and Gus Filley, with » so!-
emn lcok on his counteaance, diew
toward him a block of application
blanks, and began to ask the usual
questions. The boy gave the pecessary
answers that he and Grace were “sin-
ale and unmariied,” and “were not re
lated.” He then sigued the apalication
in a large hand, peculiar to one who
has just learned how to form letters in
writing. The writing was very plain
and unusually gooa for a boy of his nge,
Grace was not able to write her pgamn,
and ber inlended husband signed fu:
her. Filley omiited the preliminary

the couple that that was all thar wus
necessary. “You must keep that, mis-
ter,” said Claude, as he and his fiancee
were about to leave, “until 1 am 21
vears old, and then [ will come and g=t
it and we will be married.”
smiled as they weat home anid
chuckled in glee as they contempiated
the surprise which they would cause
in their respective hoemes. *‘I am glad
we are to be married,” said Claude.
“Grace is a good little woman. and |
like her.
and a stove, and 1 think we can do
housekeeping if they will

“Did yon go on a weddiug tour?"' she

assent. “Where did yon go?” “To the
drug store.” *“What did you get there
—soda water?” “No, we got ice
cream.” Grace is a pretty child, and
feels the dignity of her position.

DBoon Companionsa.

who has a fox and a hound that ave
boon companions. When both ani-
mals were in the pup stage they were
placed together, and have now enjoyed

and barmony. They sleep togeilier and
play with each other much after the
manner of two froliczome pups

“Necessity is the
Mother of Invention.”

I was the necessily for a reliable blood
purifier and fonic that brocght info exist-
ence Hood's Sarsaparila. It is a highly

Xo Dirthplace.

A remark made by a 6-year-old boy
on a certain occasion was the natural
result of confusion in his small mind,
but it caused amusement to the by-
standers. The house in which he hadqd
first seen the light of day had been
torn down to make rcom for a wider
street, and the little boy, kolding fast
to his father's hand, viewed the ruins
with grief and amazement.
papa!” he cried, scrrowfully.
papa, I wasn’t born anywhere now,
was 17

Thomas Hand, a friend of the family. |

She has a nice little piano

concenirated ertract prepared by a com- |

—_——— — e

WANTED TO MARRY.'

“We'll fool them.” |

sweeiheart but me, and I will have no |

He ealuted her with a kiss aad ther

L ]
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quested them to take a walk with him. |

Sold by Drugeist=, (5,
Hull's Family Pills are the best,

TIME TG PLANT STRAWBERRIES.

Should be Planted in th: fall aad Cos-

ered till Sprin-,

Btrawberrle: ant In the fall wiil gl

a good erep of largs, early b gries [0
vided the plants are goad and the sols

ich., Toe mest mporiant point is to
| have vigorous planis of (he very bLe |
varicties, =0 that the; may male a
fuick, large growth hefors wint $
in and be realy o Lear heavy « 0
when the .-?"i'!'_‘: Op-n -,

The best plun for a  besinne: to
write 1o =dmie repuiable frm wan
makes the growivz aol iling of

Esirawberry plants a 1egular business
Such a firm will not eniy == you the

plants bHut give yon exact and reliahle |

information a: to what wvasleties ‘o
plant, how to plant and low to enl-
tivate. JI: will & pay o plant the
sloven grown, ran down plants

Lusaally to be bezged of 0g:'s poish T
Ieiter plant none,

An enterprising house wife ¢an. wi h
the best improved vari S 01 4 =1
garden plat, make not Iy exough o
supply her own family, bt also sell
Lerries to amonut ty a peat rm of
pin  mener, for  fin rin fresh

c=trawherries  sell |lhem-olvs ain
anywhere., Suell wlan Gile yisld

in regard to collecting 81, and informed |

ccould pot inhabit it after p
They !

let us,” |
Grace was too modest to say anything. |

was asked. She nodded her head in |

i
'

The Kennebec Journal tells of a man |

a year of each other’s society in peace |

i
|

|

|

' canon, by way of parenthezis—who had

“Why, | I believe it one of those cases in which
“Why, i the follies of the parents are visited on

1

|

1 “What.”
bination. proportion and process peculiar |
to" iself and giving to Hood"s Sarsapa-

| replied the bLor.

more clear profit than the
besides.

Then next spring. after the op of
berries is gatherel. the pian.s ran
werked out and will bear 2 il larg
crop the spring [allavine.

Man Could Not Live.

A French naturalist savs that if tha

werld were to beceme bire man |

ine _‘-'..tl‘a.
time, In spiie of all the spravs and
polsons thet conld be mannfactured for
the destruction of inseets the bugs znd |
slugs wounld simply cat up
and crofs.
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I remember hearing the followiag | [ I:_J_\'T-e--.,.'....‘.«‘ et
story frem the jate Cunon DBardsiey, | e prra drbid w

(Tecihing Pawders,

names."
“a little ‘crackey,’

There was once a woman— |
1 think,” said the
a whom she had echristened
Her idea seems 1o have bozn
that when in after dajyz be was asied
his name, and kept esaving “What"
amusing sceneg weuld follow, which
was likely encugh, espscially if the
boy was careful to pronounce the as-
pirate. Such a scene did, 1 believe,
ceeur once when he went to school,
and was told, as & newecomer, to stand
up and farnish certain particulars.
“What {is your pame?” asked the
teacher. “What,” Ulurizd cut the boy,

£on

o —

i

amid the lavghter of th= class. “What
Is your name?” asked the master
again, with more emphasis. “What™

“Your name, sir!*
reared back the Infuriated pedagogue.
“What, What!"™ roared back the ferri-
fied urchin. The sequel I forget, but

tke chiléren of the firs
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