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TITANIC SURVIVORS TELL

TALES OF AWFUL HORROR
SHBIOIS TELL

OF FIGHT 10 SEA

Heroic Men Die With Band Playing,

Waving Farewell to Those Whom

Their Unselfishness Had Spared.

Death Toll of Yorld's Greatest Disaster Is Placed

at 1,726 Wives Torn From Husbands
and Forced Into Lifeboats.

In wild confusion men, vomn and
children rushed about the saloons and
cabins of the great steamship as
though driven out of their senses. No
one. .knew what had happened and
everyone feared that the vessel would
sink before they oould reach the boats.

In a wild, apparently ungovernable
mob they poured out of the saloons
to witness one of the most appalling
scenes possible to conceive. Towering
high above the shattered bow of the
great steamship were the glistening
pinnacles of the monster Iceberg
against which the Titanic had hurled
itself with the force of half a hun-
dred express trains.

BOW A SHAPELESS MASS.
For a hundred feet the bow was in

a shapeless mass of bent, broken and
splintered steel and iron. Cries of the
injured added to the panic. A fear
crazed mob of steerage passengers
broke loose from the lower cabins and
poured upon the deck with cries of
fright

Women and children were hurled
aside in the first mad rush for the
boats. Two hundred of the crew lay
crushed to death in the bow of the
great steamship, where they had been
killed as they slept. Above all the din
of the panic were the hoarse orders of
the captain, repeated by the second,
third and fourth officers down the list
The remnants of the crew rallied
about the lifeboats, and while some
b t back the panic-stricke- n passen-
gers crowded about them, others pre-
pared to lower the boats.

ORDERED TO SHOOT MEN.
"Everybody to the boats," was the

startling cry that was repeated from
end to end of the Titanic.

"Women and children first!" was
the hoarse order that went along the
line of lifeboats.

"Shoot the first man who attempts to
get into a boat!"

Armed officers with revolvers in
their hands faced the fear-craze- d

throng that poured like an overwhelm-
ing flood through the gangways and

erosity and helpfulness of the Carp-thla'- s

passengers."
Doubted Word at First.

Mr. Louis Mansfield Ggdea cf Man-

hattan described bow the ftlt when
she heard the Carpathia's whistle
candle tarty in the moraine-- Mrs.

Ostfen asked her husband if there was
a fog. Mr. Ogdea had left the stats-reo-m.

however, aad did cot explain
ctrntil aot&e tea minutes later. Tse
hip had then slowed down percepti-

bly, and Mrs. Ocdea was pretty otrv-ett- s.

Then her husband returned and told
her tnat there had been a fTeat acci-

dent and that the Carpathla was going
to help.

"The passengers are asked to keep
to their rooms," ht said. "There Isn't
any need of being frightened. There's
bene no Are on our boat, but there
has been an accident to the Titanic"

Mrs. Ogden thought that an acci-

dent te the Titanic was quite too
ridiculous to think of and in that she
shared the Impression which, so she
learned afterward, was current up
the Titanic after the latter had struck.
Mrs. Ogden dressed hastily and went
0 . deck.

Boats Filled With Survivors.
"I saw there on the bosom of the

ocean," she said, "a boat full of wo-

men and children. I suppose there
must have been sailors there, too, but
1 did not tee them. There were only
one or two women in evening dress,
but most of them were - clad in fur
coats over their kimonos or night-
gowns. They had on their evening
slippers and silk stockings. Some of
them wore hats.

"Far in the distance were two or
three other black specks which we
made out also to be boats. As day-

light grew we made out more and
more boats, three on one side of our
ship and five on the other. Still later
we picked up more.

"Here ond there on the ocean's surf-
ace among the field of ice were bits
of wreckage from the broken Titanic,
and there were in sight many bergs
eighty and ninety feet high. The pas-
sengers of the Titanic were taken
aboard the Carpathla boatload by
boatload up sea ladders.

Most Women Hoisted Aboard.
"The women, most of them, were

hoisted to the decks of the Carpathla
in swings, but a few were hardy
enough to climb aboard by the sea
ladders. The ocean all this time was
calm as a lake and it was not a diffi-

cult task to take the excess passen-
gers aboard.

"Some of the women helped out in
the rowing in the lifeboats them-
selves."

Jumped Into a Small Boat.
Abraham Hyraan, a steerage passen-

ger from Manchester, England, won
his safety by leaving the steerage
and going into the first cabin.

"I got alongside of a boat," he said,
"and they lowered it. full of passen-
gers. I just crowded in beside the
man at the tiller. They could have
taken 15 ibore people In our boat.
There was no commotion in the first
crbin. 1 heard that a man was shot
In a panic in the steerage. When our
boat got into the water it drifted un-

der the exhaust of the Titanic and we
were nearly swamped. We rowed off
for about half a mile and then saw
the lights on the Titanic sink gradu-
ally out of sight. As the boat sank
the lights went dewn, one after an-

other."
Hyman said he heard of one man

who had been slttirg on a pile of deck
chairs when the last explosion came
who was blown off with the deck
chairs. The man was found in the
ocean on the deck chairs.

Boiler Blast Split Vessel.
Mrs. E. W Carter left the Carpa-

thla terrrblyshal:en hy her experience.
She was met at the pier by Albert B.
Asliforth Mrs. Carter could not talk
ri the collision and t-n-e wreck, but
Mr. Ashforth said thit what had im-
pressed her was the last' boiler explo-
sion.

Mrs. Carter said that the shock of
te collision was nothing,' said Mr.
Ashrorth, "but the last boiler explo-
sion tore the ship to pieces. She was
in the last boat off."

What impressed Z. Taylor of Phila-
delphia most was the lack of excite-
ment when the ship struck. He said
he was on deck when the Titanic hit
the Iceberg and that he did not see
any iceberg and did not think that
anybody else did. Mr. Taylor said
that he saw Mr. Ismay get into a boat
fifteen minutes before the Titanic
sank.

Then came an officer." said Mr.
Taylor, "and said: This boat is for
women only and Mr. ismay got out
without raising any disturbance"
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Carpathian Commander Telia

of Incidents Leading Up

to the Rescue.

60ES TO TITAniG SPEOILY

Says Hs Dots Not Rtmsmbtr Rtesl-In- s

Any Massage From Scout
Crulsar Salsm as Coming

From President Taft.

BY CAPT. R W. ROSTRON.
Statement by the captain of the

Cunard steamship Carpathla, rescuer
of the Titanic survivors:

I cannot yet make a connected
statement I have gone through so
much since I received aboard my ship
the first distress call of the Titanic
that a complete narrative Is impos-
sible. I was between 50 and 60 miles
away from the Titanic when the wire-

less sang into the ears of my operator
the first call for help. The operator
said that we received only one call.

The silence after the first frantic
appeal for relief was ominous to me.
Our Marconi sent out rays that
scraped the sky In vain, but there was
no response whatever to any of our
Inquiries. I swung the Carpathla
around straight to the position the
poor Titanic's first aerogram said she
occupied. Our engines were put at top
speed.

The silence of the air so far as the
Titanic was concerned made me shud-
der as we sped on our way to the res-
cue. I realized what it meant. On
and on we sped. Our stokers never
worked harder. When the first faint
daylight came and I knew we were
still miles from the spot of the trag-
edy, I felt as if we should arrive too
late to be of any service.

Sights First Lifeboats.
When, however, after full daylight

we sighted the first lifeboat filled with
women and children and eight or ten
strong armed and brave hearted men
of the Titanic's crew, I realized that
we could at least save a few human
lives. I was too busy for the next
hour or so to recall now Just what oc-

curred. My mind was wholly set up-
on saving the lives of the people who
crowded the boats.

The sea was calm. There was
scarcely a ripple upon its face. Great
ice floes were crunching down from
the north. In the distance several
icebergs shimmered like mirrors. "Why
the lifeboats were not crushed by the
swiftly moving ice floes I could not
understand. The 16 boats seemed at
first nearly all women.

I remember that It occurred to me
that the good God had stretched out
his m5ghty hand and had checked
further murder by his elements.

We got aboard the Carpathla every
human being in the 16 lifeboats of the
Titanic. Every officer and member of
our crew stood by like the brave and
loyal lads they are and did his full
duty.

My mind Is in no condition now to
tell ycu much more of what I heard
and felt during the two hours work
of the rescues.

We took aboard 705 women and chil-
dren who were alive, but some of
them were unconscious. We also
dragged to the decks of the Carpathla
four members of the Titanic's, crew
who had been tolled off to man the
lifeboats and were stark dead. They
had been frozen to death. Theirstrong, horny fingers still clutched theoars that they had been desperately
pulling. We buried these men insailors' graves only yesterday fromthe deck of the Carpathla.

Doesn't Recall President's Message.
I am told that it was reported to

President Taft by Captain Chanler oftht scout cruiser Salem that the Car-pathla had received Wednesday night
wireless messages from the command-er of the Salem asking In the name ofthe president If MajVr Butt, John Ja-
cob Astor Frank Mirlet, ClarenceMoore and Isldor Straus were aboardhis vessel.

Upon my word as a man-u- Pon
honor as a sailor. I cannot remember

my

receiving any such message fromCaptain Chanler or anybody else inthe name of the president or any oth-er person. Had such a message beenreferred to me I Immediately wouldhave ordered that all otter businessof the wireless be sidetracked untilthe answer could have been sent tothe president that none of his friendsof whom he had inquired, was aboardthe Carpathla.
It is possible the Carpathia's wire-less operator acknowledged, but re-fused to answer messages eventhe president of the United Zceived after Wednesday night! ht

had then been at his post more ?han
72 hours without rest But he neve?
reported such a message to me and I
do not blame him.

Know. Nothing of Shooting.
After I reached the Cunard nler Iwas asked as to the truththat some passengers, and partoTiar-l-

ysome men passengers ontanic, were kept back ,Shoats at the point of the ntitni I tthat two well-know- n we?emen wOf course, I was not there l a
Bee the ship go down But SIsurvivor, who came aboara m71lfheard no such story

P01-- 1 had to
I, would denonnce t abouZlw

The Carpathla
.loaedjor tho acoommoSSou

Peril Not Known to Passengers
Until Long After Titanlo

Struck.

WOMEN SENT OFF FIRST

Men In Small Boats Try U 8!ng to
Drown Out Cries of ths Ptrishlng

Heartrending Scene At-

tending Disaster Are Dra-
matically Described.

New York, April 19. The stories of
the survivors of the Titanic are all
practically agreed on one thing, that
the passengers on the liner did not
realize their peril until long after the
vessel struck."

A Mr. Chambers," one of thesurviv-ors.'ha-d

this to say:
The Titanic' struck the Iceberg

head-on- . The passengers ran out, but,
believing that the ship could not sink
and being assured by the officers,
again went back to their staterooms.
After about two hours the alarm was
sent out and the passengers started
to enter the lifeboats. There was
nothing like panic at first, as all be-

lieved that there were plenty of lite-boa- ts

to go around."
After the lifeboat in which Mr.

Chambers was had gone about 400
yards from the ship, those In it saw
the Titanic begin to settle quickly and
there was a rush for the remaining
lifeboats. One was swamped.

The great ship sank slowly by its
head and no suction was felt by the
boat In which Mr. Chambers was.

Tells Scene at Rescue.
A passenger aboard the rescue ship

Carpathla, Miss Sue Eva Kule, a sis-

ter of Judge Virgil Rule of St. Louis,
detailed the thrilling scenes which
marked the rescue of the survivors of
the greatest marine tragedy of the
age.

"Unknown to the sleeping passen-
gers, the ship turned abruptly to the
north. None knew of the sudden
change of course and the first intima-
tion anybody got of the fact that any-

thing unusual was about to take place
was the order given the steward to
prepare breakfast for 3,0OU.

"The tidings ran through the ship
like wildfire and long before the Cu-nard- er

had come within the scene of
the tragedy we were all on deck.

Sight First of Boats.
"Just as day broke a tiny craft was

sighted rowing towards us and as it
came closer we saw women huddled
together, the stronger ones manning
the oars. The first to come aboard
was a nurse maid, who had wrapped
in a coat an eleven-months-ol- d baby,
the only one of a family of five per-
sons to be rescued

"The men and women both seemed
dazed. Most of them were almost
perished with the cold and some of
tliem who had been literally thrown
Into the lifeboats perished from expo-
sure.

"One of the most harrowing scenes
I ever saw was the service ot thanks-
giving and followed by the prayers
for the dead which followed the in-

coming of the little band. of survivors
which took place in the dining saicon
of the Carpathla. ..The moans, ot the
women and the cries of little children
aa their loss, was . brought ,..home . to
.them. ,;were. . heartrending- - ... The .nope
that by pome means .their beloved
ones would be saved never iett, the
survivors.

Survivors in Strange Dress.
"How those who were saved sur-

vived the exposure is a miracle. One
woman came aboard devoid of under-
wear, a Turkish towel wrapped about
her waist serving as a corset, w&Ue a
magnificent evening wrap was her
only protection.

"Women in evening frocks and
white satin slippers and children
wrapped in steamer rugs were ordi-
nary sights and very soon the passen-
gers themselves were almost in as
had a plight as the rescued. Trunks
were unpacked and clothing distrib-
uted right and left. Flnafly the steam-
er rugs were ripped apart and sewed
into impromptu garments.

"My first view of the first boa:
sighted led me to thinK we were pick-
ing up the crew of a dirigible. Back
of the boat loomeu in the shadowy
dawn the huge Iceberg which had
sent the Titanic to the bottom. The
liieboat looked like the usual boat
which swings from a balloon.

Women Discuss Scenes.
"After an hour or so of rest the

only relief the women who had been
literally torn from their husbands
seemed to have was in discussing the
last-scene- s. Shooting was heard by
many, in the Iireboats Just before the
ship took its final plunge and sunk
from sight, and the opinion of many
was that the men rather than drown
shot themselves.

"Mrs. Astor, who was one of the
first to come aboard, was taken at
once to the captain's room. Others
were distributed among the cabins,
the Carpathia's passengers sleeping on
the floors of the saloons, in the bath-
rooms and on the tables throughout
the ship in order to let the survivors
of the wreck have as much comfort
as the ship afforded.

."One woman came aboard with a
six-mont- hs baby she had never seen
until the moment it was thrust into
her arms as she swung into the life-
boat Nothing could equal the gen

New York, April 19. The Cunard
liner Carpathla, a ahip of gloom and"
succor, came into New York tonight
with the first news direct from the
great White Star liner Titanic, which
sank off the Grand banks of Newfound-
land early Monday morning last.
. The great liner went down with its
band playing, taking with it to death
all but 745 of its human cargo of 2,340
souls.

To this awful death list six persons
were added. One died in the lifeboat
which was put off from the liner's side
and five subsequently succumbed on
the rescue ship Carpathla.

SAYS 1,726 LOST LIVES.
The list of prominent men missing

stands as previously reported and the
total death list as brought to port by
the Carpathla is 1,601. Charles F.
Hurd, a staff correspondent of the St.
Louis Post-Dispatc- h, who was a pas-
senger on the Carpathla and inter-- '
viewed the survivors, estimates the
number of dead at 1,726.

Survivors in the lifeboats huddled
in the darkness at a safe distance
from the stricken ship and saw it go
down.

As to the scene on board when the
liner struck, accounts disagree wide-
ly. Some maintain that a compara-
tive calm prevailed; others say that
wild disorder broke out and that there
was a maniacal struggle for the life-
boats.

That the liner struck an iceberg as
reported by wireles3 was confirmed by
all.

REPORT CAPTAIN A SUICIDE.
Sensational --rumors told by hysteri-

cal passengers who would not give
their names said that Captain Smith
had killed himself on the bridge, that
the chief engineer had taken his life
and that three Italians were shot in
the struggle for the boats. These ru-
mors could not be confirmed in the
early confusion attendant on the land-
ing of the survivors.

Ripped from stem to engine-roo- m by
the great mass of ice it struck amid-
ships, the Titanic's side was laid open
as if by a gigantic can opener. It
quickly listed to starboard and a show-
er of ice fell onto the forecastle deck.

Shortly before it sank it broke in
two abaft the engine-roo- m and as it
disappeared beneath the water the ex-
pulsion of air caused two explosions
which were plainly heard by the sur-
vivors adrift A moment more and
the Titanic had gone to its doom, with .

the fated hundreds grouped on the
afterdeck. . -

RECEIVED WITH WHISPERS. --

The
.:

scene at the Cunard pier as the
Carpathla came up the- - harbor and
warped into its dock was one of per-
fect order and an awe-lik- e air of wail-
ing.. The crowds had steadily aug-
mented and along the shores of the
bay from the Battery on, where tens
of thousands were gathered to witness
the passing of the funeral ship, all
conversation was conducted in a whis-
per. 1

-- . For twenty minutes there was an
agonized wait while the boat was be-ing- ly

slowly warped Into its berth.
When the ship docked the gang plairk
was quietly lowered and the doctors
and nurses went aboard. Then the
first survivors began to leave the
ship.

' As the Carpathla was passing into
its slip it was surrounded by newspa-
per boats and frequent flashes from
cameras taking pictures of the rescue
ship punctuated the silence like ; a
series of bombs. 3

As they came into the street a dead
silence fell over the crowd and even
the flashlight battery or a . moment
ceased its bombardment.

, 8TORY OF SURVIVORS.
'testimony of half a dozen of. the
Titanic passengers given to a report-
er immediately after they left the
Carpathla --goes to prove that the TI--
tanic struck an Ice field tfcat stretched i

for fifty miles over the frozen sur--!
face of the ocean.
4 m , . ' 1L "

jjirst siones oi we survivors on the
Carpathla pieced together, though told
n disjointed; hysterical fashion, paint

a picture of the", awful Titanic calam-lt- y

full of h6rrbr, fear, panic and con
tusion. Hundreds were : asleep in their
beds, scores were sitting at the tables ;

in the. card roms, smoamg rooms and
saloons when the Titanic hit the ice-
berg with a terrific shock that sent
them hurling across the cabins.

Stunned by the terrific impact, the
dazed passengers, many of them half
clad, rushed from their staterooms in-

to the main saloon amid the crash of
splintering steel, rending of plates and
phatterlng of girders while the boom
pf falling pinnacles of ice upon the
broken deck of the great vessel" add-

ed to the horror. .. -

upon the upper deck. First class pas-
sengers who kept their wits amid the
awful confusion, of the first ten min-
utes rallied to the support of the
crew and with drawn revolvers awed
tne mob which tought to climb into
the lifeboats.

Then came the shudder of the rlvea
.hulk of the once magnificent steam-
ship as it slid back from the shelving
ice upon which It had driven, and its
bow settled deeply Into the water. --

"We're lost! We're lost!" was the
cry that rose from hundreds of throats.
"Tne shift ... is sinking..., We must

ike-Tats!- " ......--xirawn v.. ..-- l

Women in evening gowns, with jew-
els about their necks, knelt on deck,
amid-th- e "vast:4 tear-stricke- n throng,
crowded about the lifeboats and pray-
ed for help. . Others, clad In their
nightclottaing, begged the officers to
let them enter the boats.

NO CHOICE BETWEEN CLASSES.
Men whose names and reputation

were prominent in two hemispheres
were shouldered out f the way by
roughly dressed Slavs and Hungarians.
Husbands were separated from their
wives in, the battle to reach the boats,
Tearful leave-takin- gs as the lifeboats,
one after another, were filled wih sob-- '
bing women and lowered upon the ice-cover-ed

surface of the ocean were
heart-breakin- g.

There was no time to pick or
choose. The first woman to step into
a lifeboat held her place even though
she were a maid or the wife of a
Hungarian peasant Many women
clung to their husbands and refused to
be separated. In some cases thej
dragged their husbands to the boats
and in the confusion the men found
places in the boats.

FLEET DRAWS AWAY.
One by one the little fleet drew

away from the towering sides of the
giant steamship, whose decks were al
ready reeling as it sank lower in the
watr.
"The Titanic is doomed!" was the

verdict that passed from Hp to lip.
"We will sink before help can

come!"
Water poured into every compart-

ment of the 880-fo- ot hull, where great
plates had been torn apart and huge
rivets were sheared off as though they
were so much cheese. "

-- Pumps were started in the engine-roo- m,

but the water poured into thegreat hull in such torrents through
scores of rents that all knew the fight
to save the steamship was hopeless.
: Overhead the wireless buzzed thenews to the other steamships. Thelittle fleet of lifeboats withdrew to asafe distance and the 1,300 left on
board with no boats waited four long
uwurs tor me merciful death plunge
m utvu ; CUUeu &U. v : v ; i.

MISTAKEN FOR WOMAN; SAVED

Councilman Sloper of Boston Is Forced
Into Lifeboat and Is Rescued

From Death.

Hartford, Conn.. April 19. Resolved
to die after having done his utmost to
aid in placing the women- - and chil-
dren of the Titanic aboard the life-
boats. Councilman William T. Sloper,
clad in a white nlghtrobe, was him-
self taken for a woman and thrust
into one of the last lifeboats lowered
away.

His father. Senator Andrew J.
Sloper of New Britain, received a
message telling of his son's rescue
and departed at once for New York.

Stockgrowers Elect Officers.
Miles City, Mont, April 19. At the

closing session of the Montana Stock
Growers association the following of-
ficers were elected: President, Ken-
neth McLean of Miles City; vice pres-
idents, Charles O'Donnell of Billings
and N. J. Humphrey of BIrney; secre-
tary and treasurer, W. D. Raymond of
Helena.


