THE POWER TO FIGHT

TALMAGE TELLS HOW
WRESTLE WiTn EVIL
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wrestling Is the

and cunning of athletic
games. We must make a wide differ-
ence between pugllism, the lowest of
spectacies, and wrestling, whic h is an
effort in sport to put down another on
floor or eround, and we, all of us, In-
dulged it in our boyvhood days if we
were healthful and  plucky. The an-
cient wrestlers were first bathed in oil
and then sgprinkled  with  sand, he
third ti decided the victory, and
many @ ran who wernt down in the
first thro ar second thro in the third
throw and opponent
uni nans did not like this
e rrie h, for it was not savi
enough, blows or Kicks being allow-
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IPPONeNLS would
wvity, advanze face
h feet solidly,
arms and push
forward un-
vrnest, and
and strangula-
strokes of the foot of
one contestant against the foot of the
other, tripping him up, or, with strug-
gle that threatened apoplexy or death,
the defeated fell, and the shouts af the
spectators greeted the vietor, 1 guess
Paul had secn some such contest, and
it reminded him of the struggle of the
coul with the temptation, and the
strucele of  heavenly forces against
J\;nlll_\'u.”h' prowers, anid he dictaies my
text to an amanuensis, for all his let-
ters. save the one to Philemon, seem
to have been distated, and, the
amanuensis on  with his work 1
hear the groan and laugh and shout
of earthly and celestial  belligerents,
“We wrestle not against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, aginst spirt-
ual wickedness in high places.”

THE AMENITIES OF LIFE.

L notice that as these wrestlers ad-
vanced to throw each other they bowed
one to the other., It was a civility, not
only in Grecian and Roman games, but
in later day, in all the wrestling bouts
at Clerkenwell, England, and in the
famous wrestling match during the
reign of Henry 11T in St. Gileg' Field
between men of Westminster and peo-
ple of London. However rough a twist
and hard a pull each wregtler contem-
plated giving his  opponent, they ap-
proached each other with politeness
and suavity. The genuflexions, the
affability, the courtesy in no wish hin-
dered the decigsiveness  of the contest.
Well, Paul, 1 what vou mean. In
this awful struggle between right and
wrong we must not forget to be gentle-
men and ladies. Affability never hind-
ers, but always helps. You are power-
a8 Soon Vil mad. Do not
call rumsellers murderers, Do not ecall
infide fools. Do not call higher erit-
ics reprobates, Do not  call  all eard
plavers amd theater rs children
the devil, Do not that the dance
breaks through into hell, Do not deal
in vituperation and billingsgate and
contempt  and  adjectives  dynamatice,
The other side can  heat us at that,
Their dictivnaries have more objurga-
tion and brimstone.

We are in the strength of
throw flat of back every abomina-
tion that curses the earth, but let us
approach our mighty antagonist with
suavity. Hercules, son Jupiter and
na., will by a precusor of smiles
W1 rather than damaged for the
anee of his 12 labors."”  let
wistly strategie in religious cir-
attornevs in courtrooms, who
omplimentary to each other in the
remarks, before they come into
such as that which lert
or David Paul Brown
defeated. People who
in reformatory work
nothing but the depletion
nervous system. There
having a gun so hot at
it explodes, Killing
the one that it off. There are
some reformatory meetings to which 1
alwayvs decline to go and part, be-
cause they are apt hecome demon-
trations of bad temper. I never like
to hear a man swear, even though he
swear on the right side. The very Paul
who in my text emploved in illustra-
tiorn the wrestling maich. behaved on a
memaorable occasion as we ought to be-
have. The translators of the Bible
made an unintentional mistake when
they represented Paul as insulting the
people of Athens by speaking of *‘the
unknown gzod whom ye ignorantly
worship.”” Instead of charging them
with ignorance, the original indicates
he complimented  them by suggesting
that they were very religious, but as
they confessed that there were some
things theyv did not understand about
God, he promised to say some things
concerning him, beginning where they
had left off. The same Paul who said
in one place, “Be courteous.” and who
had noticed the bow preceding the
wrestling match, hére exerc suav-
ities before he proceeds practically to
throw down the rocky side l'f the Acro-
polis the whole Parthenon of idolatries,
Minerva and Jupiter smashed up with
the rest of them. In this holy war
polished rifles will do maore execution
than hlmnhrhnu—m 1.et our wrestlers
bow as they go into the struggle which
will leave all perdition under and all

heaven on tap. =
STRENGTH FROM DISCIPLINE.

Remember also that these wrestlers
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gays, “Every man that striveth for the
mastery temperate in all things.”
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I know that niné
a big slice to take off
artive life, but if vou realized
h#ight and gth of the arch-
angels of evil in our time ith which
that young man igf going to wrestle,
vou would not think nine yvezrs of pre-
paration were too much. An uneduca-
ted ministry was excusable in other
days, but not in this time, loaded with
schools and colleges. A man who wrote
me the other day a letter asking ad-
viee, as he felt called to preach the
gospel, began the word “God” with a
small “g.”" That kind of a man is not
called to preach the gospel. Illiterate
men, preaching the gospel, quote for
their own encouragement the Sceriptur-
al paskage, “Open thy mouth wide and,
I fill it.”” Yes! He will fill it with
wind. Preparatiomn for this wres<tling
is absolutely necessary. Many vears
agn Dr., Newman and Dr. Sunderland,
on the platform of Brigham Young's
tabernacle at Salt Lake Citv gained
the victory bec they had so long
been gkillful wrestlers for God. Other-
wise Bringham Young, who was him-
self a giant in some things, would have
thrown them out of the window. Get
ready in lible c¢lasses, Get ready in
CChristian Endeavor meetings. Get
ready by giving testimony in obscure
places, before giving testimony in con-
spicuous places.

THE SILENT WORKER.

Your going around with a Bagster's
Bible with flaps at the edges under
vour arm does not qualify vou for the
work of an evangelist. In this day of
profuse gab remember that it not
merely capacity to talk, but the fact
that you have something to say that is
going to fit you for the struggle into
which you are to with a smile on
yvour face and illumination on your
brow, out of which wyou will not
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come until all your physical and men-
tal and moral and religious energies
have been taxed to the utmost and vou
have not a nerve left, or a thought un-
expended, or a prayer unsaid, or a sym-
pathy unwept. In this struggle be-
tween right and wrong accept no chal-
lenge on the platform or in newspaper
unless vou are prepared. Do not mis-
apply the story of Goliath the great,
and David the little. David had been
practicing with a sling on dogs and
wolves and bandits, and 1,000 times had
he swirled a stone around his head be-
fore he aimed at the forehead of the
giant and tumbled him backward,
otherwise the big foot of Goliath would
almost have covered up the ecrushed
form of the son of Jesse,

Notice also that the
wrestler depended on
feer well planted
his opponent.

success of a
his having his
before he grappled
Much depends upon the
way the wrestler stands. Standing on
an uncertain piece of ground or bear-
ing all his weight on right foot or all
his weight on left foot. he is not ready.
A slight cuff of his antagonist will cap-
size him. A stroke of the heel of the
other wrestler will trip him. And in
this struggle for God nd righteous-
ness, as well as for our own souls, we
want our feet firmly planted in the
gospel—both feet on the Rock of Ages.
It will not do to believe the Bible in
spots, or think some of it true and some
of it untrue. You just make up your
mind that the story of the garden of
Fden an allegory, and the epistle of
James an interpolation, and that the
miracles of Christ can be accounted
for on natural grounds, without any
belief in the supernatural, and the first
time vou are interlocked in a wrestle
with sin and satan you will go under
and vour feet will be higher than vour
head., It will not do to have one foot
on a rock and the other on the sand.
The old book would long ago have gone
to pieces if it had been wvulnerable.
But if the millions of Bibles that have
been printed within the last twenty-
five years not one chapter has been
omitted, and the omission of one chap-
ter would have been the cause of the
rejection of the whole edition.

Alas for those who, while trying to
prove that Jonah was never swallowed
of a whale, themselves get swallowed
of the whale of unbelief, which digests,
but never ejects its victims. The in-
spiration of the Bible is not more cer-
tain than the preservation of the Bible
in its present condition. After so
many centuries of assault on the book
would it not be a matter of economy,
to say the least—economy of brain and
economy of stationery and economy of
printer’'s ink—if the batteries now as-
sailing the book would change their
aim and be trained against some other
books, and the world shown that Wal-
ter Scott did not write “The Lady of
the Lake,” nor Homer “The 1liad,” nor
Virgil ““The Georgics,” nor Thomas
Moore “Lalla Rookh,” or that Wash-
ington's farewell address was written
by Thomas Paine, and that the war of
the American Revolution never occur-
red. That attempt would be quite as
successful as this long umed ¢ atack
anti-Biblical., and then it woulé ue new.
Oh, Keep out of this wrestling bout
with the ignorance and the wreatched-
ness of the world unless vou feel that
h-:h feet are planted in the eternal
veracities of the book of Almighty
l.nnﬂ.
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FALLEN MAY RISE.

that in this science of
which Paul refers inemy
third throw that decid-
A wrestler might be
thrown once or thrown twice, but the
third time he might recover himeself,
and by an unexpected twist of arm
curve of foot gain the day. Well. that
is broad. smiling, unmistakable gospel.
Some whom 1 address through ear or
eve, by voice or printed page, have been
thrown in their wrestle with evil habit.

Ave, you have been thrown twice,
but that does not mean, oh, worsted
soul, that you are thrown forever! I
have no authority for saving how many
times a man may sin and be forgiven
or how many times he may fall and yet
rise again. but I have authority for
faving that he may fall 4% times and
4190 times get up. The Bible de
that God will forgive 70 times 7. and if
vou will employ the rule of multiplica-
tion you will find that 70 times 7 is 4980,
Blessed be God for such a gaspel of

igh hope and thrilling encouragement

also

or

‘lares

L Vou

shoulder, and the prodigals who ot in
to the low work of putting husks into
swines’ troughs brought home to jewel-

and jueting and hilarity that

ring!

the same
h he and
neighbor's house are

happiness

Dant

rafters

& - -
o1 man
P )
-

Wl

ches A
LA -

a

e

pointing
1.\‘?‘:‘ th
every

n he unhi
I door bell,
wife and

among which they
brightest and laughed the gladdest,
any man w down, that husbar
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pulled and contorted and exhaustu

him worse than any Olympian
ever treated a Grecian, and

thrown. Thrawn out nf I""ll‘-{r--!uf.‘
gloom. Thrown out of good as:
tion into I‘l(i'!. Thrown out of
into invalidism. Thrown out of
ness into miseryv: but day, whi

slinking through one of the hack
streets, not wishing to be recognized

good thought crosses his mind, four he
has heard of men flung flat risinz
azain. Arriving at his house, hs ealls
his wife in and shuts the door and
sayvs: “Mary. I am going to do differ-
ently. This ig not what T promised yvon
when we were married. You have
besn very patient with me and hav
borne everything, although T would
have had no right to complain vou
had left me and gones home to vour
father's house. It ems to me that
onceé or twice, when I was not myvsalf,

T struck vou, and several times, T know,

[ called vou hard names. Now 1 want

to forgive me. 1 am going to do

better. , and T want you to help me.”

“Help you?” she savs, “Bless vour

soul! Of course I will help vou! 1

knew you didn't mean it when wyou

treated me roughly. All that in the
past. Never refer to it again. Today
let us begin anew."”

Sympathizing friends come around
and Kind business people help the man
to something to do, so that he can again
earn a living. The children soon have
clothing so that they can go to school.
The old songs which the wife sang
years ago come back to her memory,
and she sings them over again at the
cradle or while preparing the noonday
meal. Domestic resurrection! He comes
home earlier than he used to, and he is
glad to spend the evening playving
games with the children or helping
them with arithmetic or grammar les-
sons which are a little too hard. Time
passes on, and some outsider suggests
to him that he is not getting as much
out of life as he ought and proposes an
occasional visit to scenes of worldli-
ness and dissipation. He consents to
go once, and after much solicitation
twice. Then his old habit comes back.
He says he has been belated and says
he could not get back until midnight.
He had to see some western merchant
that had arrived and talked of business
with him /before he got out of town.
Kindness and geniality again quit the
disposition of that husband and father.
The wife's heart breaks in a new place.
That man goes into a second wrestle
with evil habit and is flung, and all hell
cackles at the moral defeat. “I told
you s0,"” say many goad people who
have no faith in the reformation of a
fallen man. “I told you so! You made
a great fuss about his restored home,
but T kKnew it would not last. You
can't trust these fellows who have
once gone wrong.” So with this un-
fortunate, things get worse and worse,
and his family have to give up the
house, and the last valuable goes to
the pawnbroker's shop. But that un-
fortunate man is sauntering along the
street one Sundav night, and he goes
up to a church door, and the congre-
gation are singing the second hymn,
the one just befors sermon, and it is
William Cowper's glorious hymn:
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There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’'s veins,

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
L.ose all their guilty stains.

WAVERING AT THE DOOR.

He into the vestibule of the
church and stops there, not feeling well
enough dressed to go among the wor-
shippers, and he hears the minister
say, “You will find the words of my
text in Luke, the nineteenth chapter
and tenth \'LI"‘t' *The Son of Man is
come Lu seek and save that which was
lost.’ 1!11_- listener in the wvestibule
says: “If any man was ever lost, 1 am
lost, and the Son of Man came to save
that which is lost, and he has found
me and He will take me out of this
lost condition. Oh, Christ, have mercy
on me!” The poor man has courage
now to enter the main audience room,
and he sits down on the first seat by
the door, and when at the close of the
service the minister comes down the
aisle the poor man tells his story, and
he is encouraged and invited to come
again, and the way is cleared for him
for membership in a Christian church,
and he feels the omnipotence of what
Peter, the apostle, said when he spoke
of those "Kept by the power of God
through faith unto complete salva-
tion.” Yet he to have one mora
wrestle before he is free from evil hab-
its, and he into it, not in his own
strength, for that has failed him
twice, but in the strength
God Almightyv The old habit
him. and he ceizes i, and the
bend backward and forward
side to side, in awful
the moment comes for hi.-.- l.b..nn.,
and, with both arms infused wit
strength from God, he lifts that habit,
swings it in air and hurls it into the
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ever will Vi
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THE OVERTHROW OF EVIL.
The time coming—I know it will
quicken vour pulses when I mention it
—when the last mighty evil of the
world will be grappled by righteous-
ness and thrown Which of the great
evils will survive all the others 1 know
not, whether war, or revenge, or fraud,
or lust, or intemperance, or gambling,
or Sabbath desecration. It will not be
*'the survival of the fittest,”” but the
survival of the worst. It will be the
evil the most thoroughly intrenched,
most completely re-enforced, most pat-
ronized by wealth and fashion and
pomp, most applauded by all the prin-
cipalities and powers and rulers of
darkness. It will stand with grim vis-
age looking down upon the graves of
ail the other slain abominations—
graves dug by the hot shovels of
pair and surmounted by such epitaph-
iology as this, It biteth like a ser-
pent and stingeth like an adder,”” “The
wages of sin is death,” “Her house in-
clineth unto death and her paths un-
to the dead,” *“There is a way that
seemeth right to a_man, but the end
thereof is death.” Yes, I imagine we
have arrived at the time when we may
say, Yonder stands the last and only
great evil of all the wortd to be wres-
tled down. It stands not only looking
upon the graves of all the entombed
and epitaphed iniquities of the world,
but ever and anon gazing upward in
defiance of the heavens and shaking
its fist at the Almighty, saving:
“Nothing can put me down. I have
seen all the other enemies of the hu-
man race wrestled down and destroy-
ed, but there is no arm or foot, human
or angelic or deific that can throw me.
I have ruined whole generations, and
I swear by all the thrones of diabolism
that I will ruin this generation. Come
on, all ye churches and all yve reform-
atory institutions and all ye legisla-
tures and all ye thrones. I challenge
you. I plant my feet on this red hot
rock of the world's woe. I stretch forth
my arms for the mightiest wrestle any
world has ever seen. Come on. Come
on.”

Then righteousness will accept the
challenge, and the two mighty wres-
tlers will grapple, while all the gal-
leries of earth and heaven look down
from one side and all the fiery chasms
of perdition look up from the othern
side. The two wrestlers sway to and
fro and turn this way and that, and
now the monster, evil, seems the
mightier of the two, and now right-
eousness seems about to triumph. The
prize is worth a struggle, for it is not
a chaplet of laurel or palm, but the
rescue of a world, and a wreath put
on the brow by him who promised,
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown.” Three worids
—earth, heaven and hell—hold their
breath while waiting for the result of
this struggle, when with one mighty
swing of an arm muscled with omnipo-
tence righteousness hurls the last evil,
first on its knees and then on its face,
and then rolling off and down, with a
crash wilder than that with which
Samson hurled the temple of Dagon
when he got hold of its two chief pil-
lars, but more like the throwing of
satan out of heaven, as described by
John Milton:
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Him the Almighty power flung
Headlong flaming from the etherel sky
With hideous ruin and combustion,

down ;'

To bottomless perdition, there to dwell

In gdamantine chains and penal fire

Who durst defy the Omnipotent to
arms.

Nine times the spaca that

day and night

mortal man he,

crew,

Lay vanquished,
gulf,

Confounded, though immortal.
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To with his horrid
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THE STRENGTH

Ave that suggests a
thought—that if all the realms of de-
mology are on the other side, all the
realms of angelology are on our
among them Gabriel, and Michae! th
archangel, and the angel of the new
covenant, and they are now talking
over the present awful struggle
final glorious triumph, talking amid
the alabaster pillars and in the ivory
palaces, and along the broad wayvs and
grand avenues of the great
the universe, and amid the
fountains with rainbows
“rainbow round the throne,” and
they take their morning ride in
charjots with white horses bitted wit
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A fow yeare ago | was taken with in-
flammatory Rheumatism which,thoug)
mild at first, became gradually so in-
tense that I was for weeks unable to
walk. I tried several prominent physi-
ciana and took their treatment faith-
fully, but was unable to get the slightest
relief. In fact, my condition seemed to
grow worse, the pains spread over my
entire body, and from November to
March I suffered agony. 1 tried many

atent medicines, but none relieved @

pon the advice of a friend I decided to
tryS.S. 8
it, however, my guardian, who was a
chemist, analyzed the remedy, and pro-
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