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Washington, December 20. Speaker

Cannon was one of the callers at the
White House today. The speaker was
in excellent spirits and talked with his
newspaper friends in a characteristic
way:

"They say things are not now like
the things in the old days; that we are
becoming aristocrats; that there is no
longer honesty in legislative bodies;
that there is no ability at the bar; that
we are liable to become a monarchy;
that some strong man is liable to rise
up and dominate everybody.

"But I say there is no fair-mind- ed

man who studies the history of this
country from the days of its founda-
tion down to the present time, and who
deduces the difference" between eight
millions of people and eighty milions,
who considers the telegraph, the tele-
phone and the railroads, who will not
say that we are markedly better, phys-
ically, mentally and morally, than our
grandfathers or even our fathers."

"Then you believe the House of
Representatives is just as representa-
tive as it was in years gone by?"

"Yes, yes, indeed," the speaker re-
plied. "The House is just as repre-
sentative. a body now as it was when
tiiis country had only ten millions of
people. If you listen to all that is said,

New York, Dcember 26. Assembly-
man E. A. Merritt, Jr. candidate for
speaker of the New York state assem-
bly remained in New York today to
await the gathering of the assembly
in Albany.

As soon as a considerable number
of them have arrived he will go to
the capital city.

Mr. Merritt gave out a statement on
the speakership contest tonight, in
which he declared that "the Higgins
leaders" hoped to create a new board
of control with Governor Higgins as
boss. He included among the Higgins
leaders Thomas W. Aldrich, state rail-
road commissioner; Francis H. Hen-
dricks, insurance commissioner; Fred-
erick D. Kilburn, the superintendent of
banks and N. V. V. Franchot, super-itende- nt

of public works. Mr. Merritt
also pointed out that the proposed re-
organization of the assembly would
mean an overturn for the friends of
United States Senator Piatt, as well
as for those of Mr. Odell.

Speaking of the endorsement by
President Roosevelt and Governor
Higgins of the candidacy of J. W.
Wadsworth, Jr., for the speakership,
Mr. Merritt said:

"I am receiving letters from up the
Ktate, some of which say that Charle3
the First's head was cut off for less.
The sentiment up there against inter-
ference by the governor and President
is pronounced and growing. They have
lost sight of Odell and Higgins in this
matter, and are giving their attention
to the right of the assembly to elect
its speaker.

'This interference is a part of Presi
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soda cracker contains the life-givi- ng elements of wheat
in the best proportions.

This being so, then UncodQ DIocuKJ must at
once take first place as the food of the world a soda
cracker, but such a soda cracker I Made by exact
science in sunny bakeries so light, bright and clean, that
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dent Roosevelt's nlan to secure con
trol of the party organization in other
'states as well as New York. They
want to get control of New York first,
but the President is trying it also in
Connecticut and Ohio. They are also
trying to get the two Senators out in
Connecticut, but I think they will have
a fight before they get through with
Frank Brandegee. I don't know wheth-
er the President's action comes from
his natural desire to run things, or to
advance his rate legislation which I
am inclined to favor."

XEV YOUR LIFE TRUSTEES

iiler Report Sent Out From Paris
by Andrew Hamilton.

York, December 26. The in
vestigating committee of the New York
Life trustees had a. meeting today at
which the report sent from Paris by
Andrew C. Hamilton was considered
and referred to counsel. Mr. McCall
.stated that the report was favorable to
himself. The World will say tomorrow
that the main features of Hamilton's
report are:

Hamilton admits he may owe the
New York Life money and that his
account with the company is "open",
becauseof his failure to render a state-
ment heretofore of all the money's he
has received. He offers to place in
escrew $100,000 cash from his own pri-
vate funds pending a final adjustment
of his account. Any such which it
may be decided he owes the company
is to be paid to the New York Life out
the $100,000 fund.

Hamilton does not give the names or
reveal the identity of the persons to
whom he made payments.

KEA1Y FOR EMERGENCIES

French Warships Ordered to Sail fo
North Sea aud --Copenhagen.

Paris, December 20. The orders to
a portion of the French northern
squadron to depart for the North sea
and Copenhagen, the ultimate destina
tion of the warships not being disclos-
ed, were undoubtedly issued as a pre-

cautionary move so as to have French
ships available for service m Russian
waters in ease of emergency. The
gunboat Casini at Brest sailed for the
Baltic today.

The armored cruiser Admiral Aube
also at Brest, will follow the Casini.

The foreign office says the Casini
and Admiral Aube will stop at Copen-
hagen and await eventualities in Rus-
sia, the same as the two German ships
now at Memel and the British ship at
Kiel. If it becomes necessary the two
French ships will embark the French
residents at Baltic ports.

Three Men Struck and Killed by a
Southern Train.

Spartanburg, S. C, December 26.
D. M. Hill and Richard Rogers, of
Saxon Hill, S. C, and J. F. Stone, of
Cross Anchor, were struck and instant-
ly killed by a fast train of the South-
ern Railway in the yards here today.
The accident occurred on a curve in
the above the Brawley street trestle.
The men were walking on the west
track towards the depot, and to avoid
an approaching freight stepped over
to the east track when the fast north-
bound passenger, running two hours
and. a half late, struck them. All
were badly mangled. Stone was a well-to-- do

farmer who came here to pay
taxes.

Trooiw Sent in Pursuit of Morales.
San. Domingo. Santo Domingro. Mori-a- y.

December 25. Following the an- -
Mrwement toaay vuai, me wimtuv
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5rhad left the capital ror an u-- Vn

destination, troops were sent
Ii r.,,t rf thft chief magistrate.

you might believe the country' is fast
going to the devil, is fast becoming a
monarchy and will cease soon to be a
republic. Why I heard that same kind
of talk when I was a boy, when we
used to gather at camp in the 'good old
days.' You hear the same things now;
that the country is retrograding; that
everylKxly is corrupt and dishonest;
and that there is wholesale immorality.
I do not hesitate to assert that this
country is better today than it ever
was in, its history; that the people are
better more moral and less disposed
to yield to temptations that are put in
front of honest men at' every turn.

"The people are just as mighty now
in the matter of elections as ever be-

fore and just as discriminating as to
whether a man has done his duty. No
man ever gets so big that he cannot
easily be wiped off the political map."

TWO NEGROES LYNCHED

Were Taken From Lockupand Shot to
Death, for Killing of a White Mer-
chant.
Columbia, S. C, December 2d News

of a double lynching at BarnwelLs
Friday has been receivd here. Sheriff
Creech has wired Governor Heyward
that the affair was brutal murder; that
belpless prisoners were bulcnered in
open daylight, and that officers were
guilty of dereliction of duty. H. &.

Craddock a well known white mer-
chant was killed by Frank and JohE
DeTiOach, negroes, who were arrested
by the constable and placed in a lock-
up. The anen were taken; out and
shot to death with guns and pistols
Friday.

The news of the lynching was sup-
pressed. Sheriff Creeck is preparing
to make arrests and Governor Hey-war- d

announces he will sustain the
sheriff.

NEGRO SHOT TO DEATH

Killed Near Puppy Creek, for Which
James Wilson Has Been Arrested.

(Special to The Messenger.)
Fayetteville, N. C, December 20.

Yesterday morning about day James
Wilson, living near Puppy creek in
Seventy-fir- st township, shot and killed
Washington Melvin, both negroes.
Wilson at once surrendered himself to
a magistrate, and he is now in the
county jail. His statement is that a
voice he did not know called from out
doors to open the door or he would
shoot it down. Just then a gun fired,
and its load passed through the door
lodging in different parts of the room.
The door was then burst open, and
Wilson fired, the man fell and walking
over he recognized Washington Wel-vi- n.

He had had noprevious quarrel
with Melvin.

A Double Tragedy in a Birmingliam
House.

Birmingham, Ala., December 2G.
Hearing pistol shots fired in the house
of Miss Alice Johnson who conduct-
ed a rooming house at 520 S. 23rd
street this morning, neighbors inves
tigated and found Mrs. Johnson lying
on the tloor in her room dead, with a
bullet hole in her head, while nearby
lay A. Cochran a railroad man mortal-
ly wounded. A pistol lying near Coch-

ran's body suggested that he had taken
the life of Mrs. Johnson and then
turned the weapon upon himself. No
cause "for the double tragedy has yet
been reveald and Cochran is unable to
make a statement. Mrs. Johnson was
a Widow.

All Is Quiet at Sliangliai.
Shanghai. December 26 All is quiet

here. A force of ' 250 men has been
landed by the British cruiser Andro-
meda and blue jacket guards are main-
tained all through the foreign conces-
sion. The British assessor, Twyman,
will resume the mixed court tomor-
row. The Chinese officials have tardi-
ly issued warrants for the arrest of the
promoters of the riot who have escap
ed. .

NATIONAL

A VATICAX WHITE BOOK

Volume Considers the Question of the
Separation of Church and State.
A Preface, Two Sections and an Ap-wndi- x.

Paris, December 20. A French
translation of a Vatican white book,
regarding the separation of church arid
state reached Paris tonight. The
volume consists of 3X pages divided
into a preface, two sections and an ap-

pendix, the latter containing many un-

published documents. The book dis-

claims any intention of replying to
those whoni it calls the detractors of
the church,and expresses the desire not
to offend any one, saying that its chief
objects are to enlighten public opinion
regarding the facts and to prevent the
handing down of misstatements con-
nected with the history of such an ini-porta- ut

event.
In the leading chapters, an effort is

made to demonstrate that the entire
onus for the rupture between the Vati-
can and the French government, and
the resultant separation of church and
state rests writh various French cabi-
nets, the members of which" pursued an
anti-religio- us policy, "including the sup-
pression of the congregations and of
religious instruction in the schools.

The book "next proceeds with th ref-
utation of the accusation that separa-
tion was rendered inevitable by the
attitude of the church. It declares
that this charge was made because
French statesmen, knowing that the
people of France had no desiro for sep-
aration, wished to disclaim responsi-
bility for the consequences which it Is
pointed out would be equally serious
for France and for the church.

Then follows arguments showing the
alleged baselessness of the charges
brought against the church of acting
contrary to the interests of the re-

public.
The question of the nomination of

bishops is discussed at length.
The appendix deals in the main with

the French protectorate over Catholics
in the Far East and the argument is
advanced that although this protecto-
rate is founded on international
treaties it must depend on the will of
the Vatican.

The Charleston nt Norfolk.
Norfolk, Va., December 26. The

United States armored cruiser Charles-
ton arrived at the Norfolk navy yard
today for finishing touches and a few
minor repairs before proceeding early
in January for Charleston, S. C. where
the citizens of that place are to pre-
sent the vessel with a handsome silver
service.

The New Zealand authorities have
decided to try the experiment of intro-
ducing American salmon into their
waters. It is too bad that the limita-
tions of science are still such that they
can not be raised on the fish .after
the fashion of an oyster shell. Indus-
trial Newp.
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PROMOTED FOR HEROIC ACM
.

S. H. Alexander's Reward for Defending

the Emma Postoffice

MADE CLERK' IX DEPARTMENT

Cicil Service Regulations Waived by
the President Promoted From La-

borer to Clerkship An Official
Statement Issued Concerning the At-

tempted Robbery and Defense.

Washington, December 2G. As a ie-war- d

for defending the postoffice at
Emma, N. C, four years ago against
four burglars, President Roosevelt has
waived the civil service regulations
upon recommendation of Postmaster
General Cortelyon and S. Ii. Alexan-
der's Christmas gift wa., a promotion
from a laborer to a ce;!hi; ij ihe
department.

Not only has the brave North Caro-
linian been promoted, but to accen-
tuate the honor an official statement
was issued which gives a full text of
the deed.

The attempted robbery took plae
on the night of February 0, 1901 and
the official account shows:

"After the store in which the post-offi- ce

at Emma is located was closed
for the night, Mr. Alexander, who had
been sleeping in the room adjoining,
heard a knock on the door and inquir-
ed what was wanted. He was told
that some one living near wanted his
mail, and he unbarred the door. To
masked men entered, covered him
with revolvers and commanded him to
give up his own revolver, and open the
fireproof safe. While one of the burg-
lars, Frank Johnson, who had laid
his revolver on the desk near the
safe, was stooping in the act of loot-
ing the safe and during a moment
when the other burglar. Ben Foster,
had his back turned, Alexander seiz-
ed the idle revolver and shot the lat-
ter near the heart, lie attempted to
shoot Johnson also, but failed to do so
as the revolver snapped.

A desperate struggle followed. Fos-
ter although seriously wounded, pur-
sued Alexander and shot him in the
abdomen, the bullet coming out at the
back. Alexander, seeing Foster about
to shoot at him again swung John-
son around, so that the bullet struck
Johnson's left shoulder from the rear,
passing through his neck and lodged la
his right jaw from which It was ex-

tracted. Alexander's face and hands
were badly cut and bruised before he
overpowered the burglars.

"Alexander managed, however, to
put them both out of the building
and to call out a signal of distress and
then fainted. The postmaster, hear-
ing this signal, came to Alexander
relief and found him lying weak . n-- I

tuini In a pool of blood. ,

5 :

"His bravery Is the more accentuat-
ed when it is known that Mr. Alexan-
der is a man of small stature, prob-
ably not more than five feet six inches
tall and weighs less than one hun-
dred and twenty-fiv- e pounds. It would
seem that he must have been pos-
sessed of almost superhuman strength
to oust the two desperadoes from ihe
postoffice.

"Two accomplices who were waiting
on the outside carried away the
wounded burglars to a house in which
they were arrested the same night.

"The two burglars above mentioned.,
together with two accomplices, after
trial were given the extreme penalty
of the law, which, for the offense com-
mitted In the state of North Carolina,
is death. Afterwards the sentence

was commuted In the case of two of
the burglars to life imprisonment.

The other two were hanged on Febru-
ary 20, 1902.

trial or iiisiiipmi:.n
Four Officer Ordered to AnnaftoU to

Form Part of Court-Martia- l.

V.'shiutcton. December 26. Scrc
t;trv Hmi parte ha. made th ttvvt
mv toward the detail f th court-marti- al

for the trial of Mld-hlpim- n

Coffin and VanDervcer n charges con-

nected with the hazing- of Mlshlprnan
KimbrouKh by ordering four naval of-

ficers to proceed to the naval academy.
Under the law and t epilations Ad-

miral Kand.i must appoint the court
?n ordinary caM- - he-- dpes thl from.. the
officers stationed at the academy, but
In.this caae it i. believe! to be desira-
ble to have on the court some officers
not directly attached to the establish-
ment and therefore free from the infl-en- ce

of the local atmosphere. So at
Admiral Sands request the secretary
today designated these four officer to
proceed to Annapolis

Captain Corwin H. Reyes, comman-
der V. s. Nelson. Lieutenant Comman-
der Horace v. Harrison and Lieuten-
ant John W. Tfmmon.

ALDCILMKN LEFT MEETING

Trouble in Grem4oro. When Cfforr
Wa Made to Elect New Oty Attor-
ney.

Greensboro, N. C, December 20,
At a special meetinf og the board of
aldermen held for the purpose of elect-
ing a city attorney, three of the six-alderme-

as the result or a factional
fight of long standing, left the room,
paying no attention to the order of
the mayor to remain.

The mayor then directed the police
to bring back the three aldermen, vrith
whatever force was necessary.

The three men could not be found
and In the hunt the Merchants and.
Manufacturers dab, the most fashion-
able club In the city was searched
by four policemen, and trouble was.'
narrowly averted upon their being or-
dered out of the rooms by the presi-
dent of the club. The mayor and the
three remaining members of the boardt
then employed a city attorney.

INTERFERENCE IS NOT LIKELY

Present Trouble in San Domingo Re-

garded as Internal

3IOKAI.ES HAS LKFT CAPITA!;

Decision Regarding Attitude of the
United States Reached at Meeting of
State Department Officials Serious
Condition of Affairs Known to Exist
in Santo Domingo.

Washington, December 26. For the
present there will not be any inter-
ference by the United States in the
difficulty which has arisen in San Do-

mingo. The trouble is regarded by the
state department officials as entirely
an internal one, and-s- o long as out-
side interests are not menaced this at-
titude of non-interventi- on will be
maintained. If, however, conditions
should change materially and lawless
acts should be committed against
Americans and American interests
and involving the collection of the
Dominican customs by this govern-
ment or other acts of violence occur
which in the opinion of the officials
here would make it proper for this
government to interfere, this step will
be taken, and measures adopted to
quell the trouble. This decision was
reached by the state department off-
icials during the day and was confirm-
ed at a conference at the white house
late this afternoon in which the Pres-
ident and Secretaries Root, Taft and
(Bonaparte participated.

Advices received by cable at the
state and navy departments from San-
to Domingo indicate that a serious
condition of affairs exists there. The
captain of the port of Puerto Plata
was shot and killed during an insur-
rectionary movement and the govern-
ment of that province has defied the
general government and barricaded
the town. The dominican govern-
ment had Issued a decree removing
the governor.

The secretary of war today received
the following cablegram from Acting
Comptroller and Receiver of the Do-
minican Customs Edwards, dated at
San Domingo:

"Carlos P. Morales dissatisfied with
cabinet support left capital last-nigh- t

with few followers. His intention is
said to he to join, the follower? of
Jiminez in opposition to the followers
of Horacio. Conflict between the two
forces is imminent probably vicinity
of San Juan or vicinity of Puerto Pla-
ta. Carlos P. Morales may make at-
tempt to establish new capital and
create a new cabinet. Political excite-
ment but without disturbances here.
Receivership is not affected yesterday.
George R. Col ton should be Monte
Cristo Tuesday."

George R. Col ton referred to in the
above is the receiver of the Domini-
can customs.

v--v V Wnat took place aiter uwi
definitely determined, nut u is kuuu
that a fight took place about ten miles
from here and it is supposed that Gen-

eral Pimentel. the rebel commander,
"was attacked by government troops.
The whereabouts of the fugitive
ident is not known. Juan F. Sanchez,
former foreign minister of Santo Do-

mingo, has also left the city.


