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Wbirj; A Trade Center

1 1.

, Although the retail field is rather pre
empted, the opportunities here for other business
enterprises are large. Across the mountains in
Watauga county high grade cheese is manufactur-
ed by scores of small plants. A cold storage plant
specially designed for ripening cheese would un-

doubtedly pay here. Cheese could be shipped
. from here to all parts of the country.

This storage house could be used to store
fruits during the winter months. Thousands of
bushels of commercial apples are grown in this
section, but there is no central warehouse to pre-
serve them. Housing facilities for tropical fruits,
such as oranges, are also lacking, and a combina-
tion storage house to take care of cheese and

fruits Would prove profitable. It might easily be
expanded to include other produce.

Wholesale grocery, feed and flour houses
already here are able to take ample care of the
trade throughout a large territory and are doing
it. There is, however, an opening for a wholesale
dry goods and notions business. You would find

hearty cooperation in financing such a business
and you Would be able to serve hundreds of mer-

chants throughout a wide territory.

Rail arid highway facilities are good arid
are getting better all the time. It is only three
hours from here to points 80 miles distant. The
automobile has placed Hickory within reach of a .

dozen counties, of which it is the trade center.

It might interest you to know that our peo-

ple are endeavoring at all times to develop this

territory in every way. One of the best ways, we
feel sure, is to extend our trade by increasing our
facilities.

Hickory, N. C, August 19, 1922.

Mr. James S. Holcomb,
Sandusky, O.,

Dear Mr. Holcomb:

You will recall that in our last letter we
went into detail as to the varied industry here
and the diversification of farming in this territory,
thus showing the solid background of our business
structure.

We have here more than 100 retail stores,
eight wholesale houses and two strong fruit and
produce exchanges. We have a good Merchants'
Association, the sole object of which is to advance
the interests of the city and community, and whose
members individually and collectively can be
counted on to lend aid in all efforts for the up-

building of this section. Contrary to what some
few people yet believe, the Merchants' Associa-
tion is in no sense an organization designed to
control prices. In fact there is not a merchant
here who knows the prices charged by a compet-
itor until he sees them advertised in this news-

paper or is informed by some individual.

There is strong competition in the retail
field, and we should not advise you or any other
business man to come here with the expectation
of doing as well in this line as in some others
manufacturing, as we stated last week.

Hickory is in the northwest corner of Ca-

tawba county and from the hills adjacent you can
look with the naked eye into at least five counties
stretching across the mountains. On the south
are other counties whose people come here to
trade. It is ideally located as a trading center and
is noted as a good place to do business.

Very respectfully yours,
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HOTEL iTIUFFRY,
HICKORY STEAM LAUNDRY, r
HICKORY FLOUR MILLS,
HICKORY PRINTING COMPANY, v
HOWARD-HICKOR- Y NURSERY COMPANY,
HICKORY DRUG COMPANY,
HICKORY PAPER BOX COMPANY,
HICKORY TANNERY,
HICKORY CAFE,
LUTZ DRUG STORE,
J. A. LENTZ, Lumber, .

LENOIR COLLEGE,
MARTIN FURNITURE COMPANY,
MORETZ-WHITENE- R CLOTHING COMPANY,
NASH FURNITURE COMPANY,
PARKS-BELK-BROOM- E COMPANY,
PATRICK & COMPANY,
PARAGON MANUFACTURINGC OMPANY,
PIEDMONT WAGON & MANUFACTURING COMPANY.
PIEDMONT BUILDING SUPPLY COMPANY,
PEPSI-COL- A BOTTLING COMPANY,
RICHARD BAKER HOSPITAL.
STREETMAN DRUG COMPANY,
SHUFORD HARDWARE COMPANY,
SHUFORD MILLS COMPANY, ',';'SOUTlHERN DESK COMPANY, "

SOUTHERN PUBLIC UTILITIES COMPANY,
SAVOY CANDY COMPANY,
W.P. SPEAS.-M-. D.,
STANDARD GARAGE AND SALES COMPANY,
TAYLOR KNITTING MILLS,
THOMPSON-WES- T COMPANY, :

E. H. UMSTEAD,
WATSON MOTOR COMPANY,
YODER-CLAR- K CLOTHING COMPANY,

ABERNETHY HARDWARE COMPANY,
ABERNETHY TRANSFER COMPANY,
A. S. ABERNETHY & SON,
ABERNETHY MOTOR COMPANY,

BRYSONiNYlDER.blLLARD COMPANY,
BUTTERCUP TEA ROOM,
J P BURNS
BROOKFORD MILLS COMPANY,
COAST BRAND OVERALL COMPAN1,
CLAY PRINTING COMPANY,
PITY STEAM BAKERY,
CALDWELL . FLOUR & FEED COMPANY,
COOPERATIVE ICE & FUEL COMPANY,
COCA-COL- A BOTTLING COMPANY,
CONSOLIDATED TRUST COMPANY,
OHERO-COL- A COMPANY,
CITY FEED COMPANY,
J. C. DeRHODES, ,
ELLIOTT KNITTING MILLS,
ELLIOTT BUILDING COMPANY,
FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
FIRST SECURITY TRUST COMPANY,
GAMBLE GROCERY COMPANY,
HICKORY COLLAR COMPANY,
HICKORY HARNESS COMPANY,
HICKORY HOSIERY MILLS,
J. HENRY HILL,
J. W. HOKE,
HICKORY FURNITURE COMPANY,
MUTTON & BOURBONNAIS COMPANY,
HICKORY ICE AND COAL COMPANY,
HICKORY INSURANCE & REALTY COMPANY,
HICKORY MANUFACTURING COMPANY,
HICKORY SPINNING COMPANY,
HICKORY CHAIR MANUFACTURING COMPANY,
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