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Bubject: “Hold Fast to the Bible™”—Les-
soua Drawn From the Sword of Eleazar
—Ar He Grasped His Weapon So sShould
We Cleave to the Old Gospel.,

Text: ““And his band eclave
aword. " —II samuel xxiii., 10,

What a glorlous thiog
Bospel!  Some suppose that because [
have resigued a dxed pastoratea I will
eease to preach.  No, no. I expest to
ireach more than [ ever have, [If the
ord will, lour times as much, though
n manifold places. [ would not dare to
halt with such opportunity to deciare the
truth through the ear to audiences and to
theeya throngh the printing press.  And
here we have o stirringe thewmwms put befors
us by the prophet,

unto the

to preach the

A’ great gepneral of King TDavid was
Elenzar, the hero of the text, The Philis-
tines opened battle against Lim, and hils=
troons  retreated,  The cowards  fled,

comrades went
und swept the flold, for
(sord o thelr side ara
i regiment wilth God
=houted the

Eleazar and three of lLiis
into thea baitle
four men with
stronger than o whe
ngainst them, “Fall back!™
commander of the hilistine army, The
ory ran alor g thie host, “Fall back!”
Fleazar, havicg swept the fleld, throws
Limself on the ground to rest, but the mus-
cles and sinews of hig hand hal been so0
long bent around the bhilt of his sword that
the hilt was imbedded {n the Oesh, anl the
#old wire of tho hilt had broken theough
the £kin of the palmot the hand, and he
could not Jdrop this sword which e had
so gatluntly wielded. *Hiz hand clava
unto the saword.”  Thaet {3 what I ecall
muagnifleent Ughtinge for the Lord God of
Isruel., And weo want mmors of it

I propase to show vou how Eieazar took
hold of the sword and how the sword tock
Lold of Lleazar., 1 look at Eleazar's haud,
and I come to the conclasion that he took
the sword with a very tight grip. The
cowards who fled had uo trouble in drope-
ping their swords.,  As they, fiy over the
rocks I hear their swords clavging in every
direction, It i1s easy cuongh for them io
drop their swords, but Eleazar's band elave
unto the sword., In this Christian confliet
wo want a tichiter grip ol the Gospel wenp-
ons, a tighter grisn i the twoeldzed swor d
of the truth.,  Itmakes me sivk to sea thesn
Christinn peoplaavho hold only & part of
the truth and let the rest of the truth go,
so that the Philistines, cecing the loosened
graspe, wrench the whole sword away fron
them. The only safe thiug forus to dois to
put cur thumbon the book of Gensesis and
SWEe
New Tostament comes into the palm and
Keaon ning our bhand around the
baok until tie tips of the fingers elatalh at
the words “In the beginning God ereated
the heasensand the enrth, ' I like an ingi-
del a great deal better than | do one of
these by pamby '

part of the truth 4

L
Christinn: who hold a
ul 1ot thie rest ), By

milracle God por veds this Bibils Juzt as it
1s, anditis a Damasens hinde, Thoeseyviep=
est to wiielta ~vor! «an be put in &

aword factorsy 1= to wii
B il

the t loo=2 it Hies bae'k to it3 own
shiape, o e sword of God's truch has
beon fuliv te-t 5 ardd It is L i

apd that way and woa

frrrel Jike & rivlan

exroneil &
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onr hand around the hook until the |

nd then when |

f
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whthe kiade aroand § 4

(as brillinnt apd beantifal a Li

Wiy, hut it always eomes buaek toits own

shape, Thinhk efit! A lmoswritten neayly
Bab et I QeLUGT s apr), $ng some Wil '[‘k
thousands ol sears aga, amnd yet in
vur tine the averazs =ale of this ho
IS mora thng 4340050 Lo iy veslk final
more than 1,600,000 copies g year! 1 sav
now that a book which is aivinsly inspired
vand divinely Kept and divineiv seattered is
A woapon worth holdinge a tiglit zrip o,
Bishron d neo Will ecmne alone and try to
wieneh out of vour hand the five books of
Muoses, and striues will come alone and Ly

to wrenel oul of vour band the mirdeles
anl Nenan will come
wreneh ot of vour Eand the entire lile of
the Lo Jesus Chiri=t, and your as=o

i the ofiee or the (actory or the
wase will tey to wrench out of vour hand
he ontire Bitde, bt in the _—-'rf‘ru-_'t-: of tlr
nl God of 1eeael and with Eleazar's orij
tobd on o it, You give up the Bilde, vou
pive ap any peet of 1L amil you giveup par-
don and nea e and life in heaven,

o nct b young man, to have
the wornd kuow that voa are a friend of the
Bilie. This
ra0, andt it s the sworn enemy of all that
t2 bad,  An eloquent writer recently glives
au incilent of @ vary bad man who stood
fna ceil 0f a Western prison. This erimi-
nal had gone theough all styvies of crime,
and he wasthere waiting for tha gallowa,
(he conviet standing there at the window
of the tuis writer savs, “looked our
and deslarad, ‘I am an infldel.” He said
that to all the men H
dren who hapgienad
‘T aun an infldel And the el
sava, "“"Pyery man and

jates

- . —

vashiamed y

g

quent writer
woman thep e

banking

and women and elile |
to be wathered there, |

nlong and try to |

baok isthe friend of all that is

hievel him." And the writer goes on te i
gayv, I he had stood there saving, 'I am |
f Caristn, evory man and womnan waald |
hiiva 2. “Hegs o Hopl"™ i
L his l' VLS L ¢ swor on w ot :'l t 1
= wwrong, amd it isthefriend of a ot is
‘: Ll l"lﬂ u ‘x‘t. l“ aot t 3 !
of it and throw the rest away. Ho t |
ait of 1, There are so mauv peaple uow |
wlo do not knoaw. You ask them {2 the |
soni is immortal, and they sav: I guess it !

i3; I don't know. Perhaps it is: perhaps
1t {sn’t.”" Is the Bibletrae? “Well, perhars
it is, and perhaps it isa’t. Perbaps it mav

be, flruratively, and perhaps it may le
mnartly and nerlary 0

-«
ko

way not be ar ail’

They despise what they sall the apostclie
craed, but if their own cread were written
¢at it would read like this: “‘Ibelieve {nu
aothines, the maker of heaven and earth,
«ri ir notLing which it hath sent, which
nothing was born of nothing and which
rotaing was dead and buried and deseend-
ed irto npothiog and rose from pothing
and aszcenled to nothing and now sitteth
a* the rizht Ltaad of pothing, from
wh'ch it will come tojudge nothing. T be-
lieve o the holy agnostic church and in
the eommunion of nothingarians and 1n
the forriveness of nothing and the resur-
re~tion of notuing apdin the lifethat never
shali be, Amaen!”  That i= the creed of
tens of thonusands of peopls 1n this day. If
vou hav- a mind to adopt such a theory, 1
w'il not.
mightv, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Corist and in the Loly catholie
eourch and in the communion of saints
and in the life everlastiz:s. Amen!” O,
when [ see Eleazar taking such a stout
grip of the sword in the hattle agninst sin
and for righteousnes< I c¢ome tothe con-
clusivn that we ought to take a stouter
grip of God'=s eternal trath—the sword of
righteonsness.

As I lonk at Eleazar’s hand 1 aiso notica
his spirit of self forgetfulness.  He did not
notiee that the hilt of the sward was eating
through the palm of his hand., Ha did not
Enow (¢t hurt nim.
conflict he was =0 anxicus for the vietory
he forgot himselr, and that hiit might go
never so decnly into the palm of his band,
it could not disturh him, *His hand.«lave
unto the sword.,”  Oh, my brothers and
sisters, let us goin'o the Christian conflict
with the spirit of seil abnegation.  Whao
eares whetueribbe world praises us or ae-
noaness s CVhat do we ears Ror misraps
resenjatisn or abuse or persecution in a
eonfiiet like tnis? Lot us forgetl ourselves,
That man wha is afraid of getting i2is hand
hart will =ever Eill a Philistine, Who
cares wuether vou get hurt or not if yvon
get the vietory? Oh. how many Carlstizns
there are who are all tho time worrying
about the way the world treats them!
Thev are so tired, and they are so abused,
and they are so U'm;-:u-.l‘ when Eleazar
did not thing whether he had a hand or an
armoratoont. All he wanted was vietory.

Voo sen how men forgel thewseives in
waorl iy aclhievaoient,
men wno, in orier to gehieve worldly sua-
will forget all physical fatigue and
&il anroyanes and all obstacle. Just after
the bLattle of Yorktawn in tha Amerfean
Poevalution a musician, wounded, was told

=

her pmost have his lHwmbs amputated, and
thiey  were about to  juasien him to
thn  surgeon's table, for it was
long  befors the merciinl  discovery of

anivsthetios,  Fio azid:
meto that table. e a violin,” A
violin was Lroucht to him, and he said,
“Now, go to work as 1 begin 1o play,” and
for {orty minutes, during the awfnl pangs
el amputation, he moved not a muscle nor
dropped  a note, while he plived soma
=weet tune.,  Oh, isit ot strange that with
the music of the Gaspel of Jesus Christ,
and with this grand mrcreh of the ehurel
mwilitant en the wav to heeome tho chureh
trigmphast, we enqanct foreet aarselves
and forget all pang and all sorrow and asd
persecution ana all perturintion?
We knposw what

woerldiy app Mendo notehrink bhaek
lor anteeonisey orfor hacdshin., Yon have

admired Pra-ecott s “Uonogest of Mexivg @

“Nao; Jdan’t fasten

Lot

men accomplish undee

osition.

1ory os was
sver written, but some of vou may not
kuow ttder what disadvantases it was
wrtten—in

it sige 'IA‘|"1""'I 0! -'!ir_'; ’l!.-"'—i"'['

Prescott was totally Liind, and be had iwo
ploces of wool paraliel to ea=h other fast=
eavd, and tatally bind, with his pen be-
twoeen those pieces of wood, he wrote tha

strivhe ariinst 110 e ,,: -...-;_._._.l 1"3:“-'}!:
hos (ar the pen must go in one wav, the
stroke against theother pices of wond tell.

ing how far the pen mast gothe other waw,
Oh, how maeh nien will endnre for worldle
knowledgoe and for wordly sueecs<s. and vet
Pttt we endare forJesas Chvist! How
» Christians there are that go arcund
faying, “Oh, my hand: ch, my hand, my

hand! Don't visi=es there is Blond an
word:" while Eleazar, witlh (he hilt ing-
bhediled §n the fesh of his
not know it.

right hand, doss

Muzt T he carriad to the skies
OUn flowery heds of e
While others fouzht to win the neize
Or saiied through bloody seus?
T iyt AVO WA ST ' et e sl AT, i eyt
 What have wesuffered in comparizon with

{iose wiio exn

ired with suifocation or were

burned orwere ehopied to pivces for the
truth's sake? We talk of the persecution
v | S = v = i B : ' > . : )
of oien times. There i3 just as muech per-
Seeerrt i

Lol golng on now in various wavs, In
117 a0 Madlazasear, vightecn men were rnt
to death for Christ’s sake. They were 10
ba Lurled over the rocks. and befors thev
wera hurled over the rocks, in order to
make their death the more dreadful in an-
ticipation, they were put in bLazlkets ap!
swung to and fro over the pracipice that
thevmight see how manvy bundre! [ast thev
wourd have to be dashed down, and while

| they wars swinging in these Laskets over
e rovlks Lhey sange
Jestus, lover of mv i
I.. ot 1' v | & T '1'--
W it H1ws near me road
Wiile tie ter 't still §s hich
T they were dys I down to 4 1
) Vinuch otters Ve e rieid T
{ r g and w i & . LR o 1 s tam
Car We want toride to ' ia a
1 43 ¢ MR ne ir, our feat =oft
} &, the ted made up earlv. 50 we r5
s 1] the way, the blacrk porter of deat
to waks us u v & to t

in tin
i

i
goliien eity. We want all the surce
Latt

-]
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We have cften seen | that shook our cities with great revivals

]

“f helieve in God, the Father Al- |

not know his hand is huri. “His nand
clave unto the sword.”

As I look at Eleazar’s hand I come 10 the
ronelusion that he nas done a great deal of
hard bitting. I am not surprised whea I
<oe thut these four men—Eleazar and his
three companions drove back the army of
Philistines—that Eleazar'z sword clave to
hia hand, forevery time hestruck anenpemy
with one end of the sword the other end of
the sword wourded hipm:. When he took
hold of the sword, the sword took hold of
bim.

Oh, we have fonnd an enemy who cannot
be conquered by rosewater and soft
cpeeches. It must be sharp stroke and
wtraignt thrust. There i3 intemperance,
and there i{s fraud, and there is gambling,
and there is lust, and there are 10,000 bat-
tallons of imiquity, armed Philistine in-
fquitv. How are tuey to be captured and
gverthrown?” Soft sermons in moroceo

| caces laid down in front of an exquisite au-

A:ha went out into the !

dience will not do it. You have got to call
things by their right name. You have got
to expel from our churches Christians who
eat the sacrement on Sunday and devour
widow's houses all the week. We have
got to stop our indignation against the
Hittites and the Jebusites ana the Gir-
gashites and let thoss poor wretches zo
and apply our indignation to ¢he mod-
ern trapsgressions which need 13 be
dragged out and slain.  Ahabs hern,
Herods here, Jezebels here. the mas3aere
of the infants hiere, Strike for God so hard
that while you slay the sin the sword will
adhera to your own hand., I tell yvou, my
friends, we want a few John Knoxes aud
John Wesleyvs in the Christian ehureh to-
day. The whole tendepey is to reilne on
Christian worik. We keep cu rellninz on it
until we send apeologetic word to iniguity
we are about to ecapture it. And we must
go with aword silver chased and presented
by the ladiez, and we must ride ¢n
white palfrey under embroidered Lous-
ing, putting the spurs in only just
snoug4s to make the echarger dance
gracefully, and then we must sead a
missive, delicate as a wedding card, to
ask the old black giant of sin if he will
not surrender. Women saved by the
wrace of God and on glorious mission
sent, detaiped from Sabbath elasses be-
cause their new hat is not done. Churches

' senddineg around to ask some demounstrative

worshiper if he will not please to say
“Amen’’ and ““hallelniah™ a little softer. It
seems as if in our echurches we wanted a

 bapti=m of cologne and balm of & thousand

flowers when wo actually need a baptism
of fire from the Lord God of Pentecost,
But wa are so atrail somebody wiil eritl-
cise our sermons cr eritielse our pravers
or eriticise cur religious work that our
anxiety for the worid's redemption is lost
in the fear we will get our hand hurt,
while Eleazar went into the econflet, “and
ais hand clave unto the sword,”

Ect I see in the next place what a hard
thing it was for Fieazar to zet his hand and
his sword parted. The museles and the
sinews had been so long grasped arcund
the swword he eculd not drop it when he
proposad to drop it, and his three come-
rades, T euprosas eame up ant tried to help
higa, ano they bathed the baek pars of his
Land, hoping the sinvws and museis uld
relax, bLutno. Iis hand elave anto the
cworil.’ Wuen they tried to puli open the
tngers aad to pail back the thumb, but no
sooner wera they pulied ba#k than thev
closed againg, “and bis hand elave unto th
swoerd,”  Batafter awhile they were sue-
ce=sful, and then t'[l'}' noticed thut the
enryvein the palm of the hand e
praedviwith theecurve of

=T

aWrrewr :.uI-'r‘.
: _ the Hilr, =1li=
baid elave untothe sword .

You and T Lave seen it

= many
Thera

fimo,

are in the United States to-Jdaw
mery  aged ministers of the Gaospel,

They are ton fesble now to preach.  In

tha elhureh records tha word starn 1ing
opposits their name is “emeritns or
tiie Wards wre “a  minister  without
charge, Lhey wers a horoie raon They
Oud small salarvies ai rfl : - e
and - small salarvies and  but few books,
amd they rin frochels to ment
.I (T ¥ > L - ., - - -
LReir anp bt they did in their
iy a o wors  for Giodl They
1, -~ . ' po 0 TR

! the hieads of Puillistin

i R T ol ouil eount [ron noon

stuacwn, Yaoa pat that old
L Gospel now into & praver mecting o1
fecasional pulpit cr a sick roon where
there is some one to be comforted. and it is

.

inister of

tie same old ring to his voiee apd the
;::::._- oid story of pardon and peasce and

tristand heaven, His hand hasz <o long
f » - :

ched the sword in Christian condict he

PEITIot e § SETE - Yy bokin= }
(oncs firep dt. “*His hand elave anto the
. i

e Coarand Two Emperars to Meet,
--ere will bea westinz of the Czar, the
i e ST . - 3

"1 rau .I..t.; “rur and  Emperor

! AU Sclernevics, Russia, Upon thieoc-

A=100 €.a grest huntipg party next

Francis

Aid=
f.H{e on n Torpedo Boat
injurious is life on a torpedo boat
that a vear's continuous service will
mentally and physically incapacitate a
man. This

tthority of

So

[

assertion is made on the
l.o'd Charles Beresiord

sut that +he strain on any one cerving

n these craft is very great is shown by
» fact that to one month's 1

ne British naval regulations allo '
Kk off. Austria is ean v ng t

mnitigate the hard-hip of service or

hese boats, and iife on one bLuilt for

he Austrian navy and tried on ths
Thames recently was demonsirared t
be pleasanter than con those of th
Exgiish pavy

|
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Teo Cure Constipation Forevas,
Take Cascarets Candy Cathartia

’ _ e 0r Mg
¥ C. C. C fail to cure, druggis:s refuua ity

e o e ===

He who lives by his wits is the R nbrey
er’s best customer, 8o, 4

— —

“He Who Pursuzs Tuwo
Hares Catches Neithe,

Said a well known your,
man about town, ““I tried

for years to burn the candje
at both ends, in the pursuis

of pleasure while trying to
attend to business. My biood,
stomach and Ridneys got into
a «wrefched state and
seemed that I could not carr
the burden any longer.

But now myv rheuamatism has gcone o
courage has returned, and all o wee oy
of that marvel, Hood’s Sarsaparilia, & .
hus made me a pietare of heaith, Moy,
I'm in for business pure and sima.le

Hip Disease "I had ranning :or. .
eight vears on my hins. I was contiy
my bed at 1imes and at others a=cd  ruoby
Hood's =arsaparilla cured wy hip ool g
me pormanen! healt!” Ounnae Jd. 8w,
13 {mdh-y sStreet. bavion, Onio.

Indigestion "I uvow bavea ennd ap.-
gite, eat well, <leep well and my Gyspene,
and indigestlon have ie7t mwe. THo e
I took tiood’s Sarsaparilla which ortirely
eured me. 1am Baggase Master on ghe B g
O. Railroad.”” TaeMAS CoLEs, 119 Carr St
Sandusky, Ohio.

Hood s Sarsaparity,

Never Disappamee:

D

Hood's Pills care Hver L5, the sondrritatine g

lho_bﬂl_y cathartic to take with Hoord's BATHRTHT 5
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THE COUPER MARBLE WORKS,

Established 50 Years,
159-163 Bank St., - NORFOLE, VA
Largest Stock in the South!

Low prices queted on Mounmer ts
Gravestones, Fte, in Marhie (f
Granite, delivered at any Bouthers
point. Write ror IHustrated (ot 1 (%
:\u_ :,:. ]: 18, Sy SN smves Iy i

RENCH CRALLENGE WATER-PREOT . ,
seSHOE POLISH

For shine, polish ana bich finish UV P wes GOF
Eeown polish ever offere: on the mork Canwalk
I waier If voulike, withy, e wetting vour et sov-

eoal nilerent calars can be v de it desjrod s in
slantly. Flauia wrinted formauta and e e fop
Asing €ent sesdedanc bt ine 25 other v Fater T
Wi Tar B AISO cne SHver Tlare | i :i' l by
s dins el dn SHYerop stamge tones 4 xir et
WVinnted Clizm. Co,, Box .o, '.l';::-l-h-'» Y Gt Siatlaa K

.y
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P YOU GIse 1HEM HELP,

You eannat do this anless You uandrr<tani them
and knov how 1o citer o thaelr Feqaircmente; and
Poneannol steadd years aud dollnrs fea o ne by e
PREVILCC, S0 Vot must buy the knowledaes aogn red
by others. Weoller this w yog for only 2o cenls

YOU WANT THEM TO PAY THEIR
OWN WAY

even If you merely seep tnen ps a diverston, (0o
der to wanidle T ouwls Jndietously you nitiel knoew
sounething aHon” them, 1o meet Uils want we afe

sthing a ol giving "he CXPERehee

of a practical p<ulites Ta.rér {ur { Enw 25;'
IWERLEfive yeArs. [t was written by anman wan s
AlLhis midiel, and e, and inoney to making & #38
cess O Chioken ralsine—not n-a Jastian, nut ne e
llll‘“l.t‘i&—ﬂltt} If you will proft Ly his ;r,-..;,-,v-.':“.
Jrars wegk, ¥OU can savo many Chicsks annaaslly,
Al make vour Fowis earn do!lars fr..— you. Tbe
m-n:_s;l}ju:t {r":dmu“ Le able to detect tronble 0
* Fouitry Yard ax soon an it : : o
BOW 10 Fetnedy It. This book will Leact o
It teils Low o detact and cure disesss W fanl tor
eReR and alss for fal wning; which fowis 10 save T8
reedin o purposes: and everyililng, lodesdl, ¥O8
sh: uld Enow on this fubject to make it proiitabie
SR postiall for iwenty-flve cents in u::..:i;pd-

Book Publishing House
134 leoxaxn ST N, Y. Lty

Chickens Farn Money

Rl

For 254, S st ATIL 6 W sy qd

Wiving the experienc. of

alunpac pook
ractia. ‘-
Kals«r _not an o ! =
1 an amaiure, byt a PN WOrs.T K

1o ¥
and Cure i< aoes;

for dollars and re ‘i ring
iaches how tn Detioe
Feed for Ecaw uls, for Fattening, wi. =
Powls to Rave 7, Breeding. @v:.rﬂ"rl - r-
quisite for nrofitat e P ultry rau:::g. lB-‘,u 'K

i4 Lecpard sStres,

PUBLISHING CoO,
New York-



