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Jjives History and Facts on Towns of Halifax 

() 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The fol- 

lowing account of Halifax 
County and its leading towns 
was written for the “Halifax 
County Today” edition of the 
Herald on January 6, 1938, by 
A. Leonidas IIux, who at that 
time was Clerk of Superior 
Court. It is filled with inter- 
esting facts about the towns 
that make Halifax a leading 
county, facts that for the most 

'J part are a part of the people 
K served by the brand-new Daily 
K; Herald and are as pertinent 

today as they were when they 
11* were first written. It is re- 

ip printed in its entirety. 
By A. LEONIDAS HEX, 

Clerk Superior Court 
Halifax County 

JU Halifax County is located ir 
fj the Northeastern section o 

P North Carolina. It is in the Sec 

p ond Congressional District, Thirc 
£ Judicial District and Fourth Sen 
K atorial District. Halifax Town 

P one of the oldest and most his 
it- torical towns in America, is th< 
b county seat. 
r- The climate of Halifax Count} 
J, is mild, and farming is one o: 

the chief industries, cotton 
corn, peanuts and tobacco bein| 

■ the chief cash crops grown. 
]l Halifax, Weldon. Roanoke Ra 

pids, Littleton, Enfield. Scotlanc 
»,Neck and Hobgood are the out- 
y standing towns in the county 

Roanoke Rapids being by fai 
t.hp larffpst.. 

Halifax 
fe Halifax County was formec 
h from Edgecombe County in 1753 

P It was named in honor of Char 
y les Montague, Earl of Halifax 
A who was at that time Secretary 
H of the British Board of Trade 
fy The first settlement was made 

on the Roanoke River in 1723 

l|. The first resistance to British op- 
pression took place in Halifax 
County in 1759. The first Pro- 

$ vincial Congress met in session 
| in Halifax Town April 12th, 1776 
A The famous resolution mstruct- 
d ing delegates in the Continental 
& Congress in North Carolina tc 
•' vote for a national declaration 
/. of independence antedates all 

similar resolutions from other 

ip. counties. The first state govern- 
Ament was organized in Halifax 
i* at the first Constitutional Con- 
| vention of North Carolina. Nov- 

ember 12, 1776. From 1776 tc 

y 1782 practically every session oi 
v the General Assembly of North 

Carolina met in Halifax, there- 
fore we claim that Halifax Town 

1 was at one time the capital oi 
; North Carolina. Halifax County 
k had one of the representatives 

(Willie Jones) in the Continental 

| Congress for many years. Hali- 
fax County has had one ambas- 
sador to France (William R. Da- 
vie) and one member of the 
President’s Cabinet (Johr 
Branch). Halifax County has ha- 
twelve different members serv 

A ing one or more terms in the 
;. House of Representatives 
vl The first Masonic Lodge in the 
A United States was organized ir 
.% Halifax. Joseph Montgomery, 

the first and only Grand Master 
of the Continent of North Amer- 
ica lived in Halifax. Halifax 

A County now has the Past Grand 
j. Master of the Grand Lodge of 
p North Carolina and also the pre- 

A. sent Grand Master of the Grand 
& Lodge of North Carolina, 
ft Many historical spots, homes 
A and buildings are to be seen ir 
L the town of Halifax. Lord Corn- 
i; walis and the British army were 

-J* encamped in that city in the Re 
£ volutionary War days. The firs' 

convention hall for the Contin 
ental Congress still, stands ir 

{* Halifax. John Paul Jones, so wel 
ft known in history, was the gues 

g of Wylie Jones of Halifax. Johr 
Paul Jones’ real name was Johr 

p Paul, the addition of the surnam< 

&S Jones being taken by hin 

P through his extreme friendship 
|| for Wylie Jones after he hac 

lived in Halifax for some tim< 

|j The city is situated on a higl 
jf| promontory overlooking the Roa 
£ noke River. 

Weldon 

H The following are only a fev 

| facts about the city of Weldon 
| It is the junction of the Sea 

p board Air Line and the Atlanta 
t; Coast Line Railways and has ; 

p branch of the Atlantic Coast Lin< 
S from Weldon to Kinston. It ha: 

H an exceptionally low tax rate 
ft excellent railroad facilities, ai 

ft unexcelled climate, good wate: 
Z and sewerage systems, ampl< 
j| and cheap power furnished b? 
$| the Virginia Electric and Powe 

^ Company, excellent schools anc 

S churches, a country club anc 

E golf course. Weldon is 81 fee 
above sea level with an aver 

age winter temperature of 31 
degrees and a summer tempera 
ture of 80 degrees, making ; 

most healthful community it 
; which to live. 

Situated in a rich agricultura 
^district, Weldon and vicinit; 
1 produce great quantities of cot 
; ton, tobacco, peanuts, timber 
"hard wood, etc. Trucking crop; 

| ! ;can be grown the year ’round 
-cattle, hogs and other livestocl 

!yi >can be raised profitably ant 

j ’there are excellent openings fo 
j ;jdairies. Blood-tested chicken: 
®“"--n be purchased at the smal 

it up-to-date hatchery locatec 
tween Weldon and Halifax. Ai 
irmous brick kiln and one o 

ie moat modern bottling plant: 
the South are located in Wei 

iptional opportunities ari 

l( for manufacturers. I 
r of sites are in close pro 

to the railroad track: 

gJL 

I being offered by the owners as 

a free gift. Other and larger 
factory sites may be purchased 
at a very reasonable figure. 
There is an abundance of good 
labor at a moderate figure. 

To the sportsman the Roanoke 
River and the many small 

! streams offer excellent fishing 
with striped bass, pike, black 
mouth bass, perch, red fin. rock 
and many others. The large for- 
ests in and near Weldon abound 
with deer, turkey and smaller 
game. The merchants of Wel- 

j don are progressive and carry 
modern stocks. The banking 
facility is the Weldon branch of 
the Bank of Halifax. A modern 
up-to-date hotel and a number 
of good restaurants are ottered 
the traveller and a spirit of 
friendliness and good will pre- 
vail among the citizenry. 

Scotland Neck 
! Scotland Neck, aside from the 
historical items of interest, of- 

I fers much to the travellers and 
northeastern part of the State 

| and in the southeastern section 
of Halifax County, 19 miles from 

: the county scat at Halifax, it is 
only 29 miles from Rocky Mount, 
an important railroad center, 85 
miles from Raleigh, the capital 
of the state, and 95 miles from 

j Norfolk, Virginia. 
.u is one 01 me snonesi con- 

necting links between the Atlan- 
tic Coastal Highway in Norfolk 
and Wilson, N. C., the largest 
tobacco market in the world. 
The surrounding country, al- 

j though flat, is extremely well 
i drained. In Scotland Neck we 
find the section particularly 
adapted for mills and factories 
of all descriptions. The mills in 
Scotland Neck furnish interna- 
tionally-known products. 

! Scotland Neck was one of the 
important cities of the Revolu- 
tionary War days, many histori- 
cal items of interest being iden- 
tified with that city. It also has 

! the distinction of being the scene 
1 of the building of the famous 
ram, Albemarle, which played 
an important part in the War 

1 Between the States. The Old 
Trinity Church is one of the 
most historical places in Amer- 
ica. 

The abundance of timber ir 
the nearby territory offers ex- 

ceptional opportunities for fur- 
niture factories, box and crate 
mills, veneer plants, shingle 

.! mills, barrel factories and paper 
and pulp mills. The timber is 

II chiefly pine, gum, cypress anc 
ash in great quantities. Scotlanc 

; i Neck is also the logical locatior 
of textile mills, the local mills 
VioTrJncr .1 __ 

i The Weldon-Kinston branch oi 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

( connects with Weldon, 27 miles 
■ j distant, which is a junction ol 

; the Seaboard Air Line Railway 
and the Atlantic Coast Line 

;; Railroad. In addition to the rail- 
way connections above mention- 

j ed, overseas shippers have hard 
j surface highways connecting 
j with Norfolk or U. S. highway 
! 301 connecting with Wilmington. 

N. C. 
The climate is mild and this 

region is exceptionally free frorr 
extremes of temperature. Labor 
in Scotland Neck is not only 
plentiful but intelligent, tract- 
able and inherently loyal. With 

: the diversity of industries and 
[ its large agricultural back- 

ground, Scotland Neck offers 
both industry and farming. Cot- 

I ton, peanuts, tobacco and truck- 
l ing crops are the agricultura] 

products and all of the other 
! resources offer excellent sup- 
; plies of raw materials to special- 

ized industries. Clay suitable for 
the manufacture of bricks exists 

; in great quantities and in sev- 

eral grades. Choice industrial 
■ sites may be secured with ac- 

» ticaily no difficulty, there be 

ing several available sites near 

railroads and highways. 
The people of Scotland Neck 

are friendly and cooperative. 
More than 75 high-class mer- 

chants welcome good citizens 
to their midst. The streets are 

nicely paved, the main street 
of Scotland Neck being one of 
the widest in the South. The 
school systems are modern in ev- 

ery respect and the religious life 
embraces the leading churches. 
The wooded sections in and near 

Scotland Neck offer a sports- 
man's paradise, while fishing ’n 

the nearby streams and the Roa- 
noke River is excellent. 

Enfield 
Enfield is situated on the At- 

lantic Coastal Highway. U. S. 
| highway 301 and State Highway 
! N. C. 481. Rich in historical lore 
| and tradition, Enfield, one of 
I the oldest towns in North Caro- 
lina, boasts with pride of her 
part in all affairs of the na- 
tion. Formerly the county seat 
of Edgecombe Countv from 
which Halifax County was form- 
ed. various decades since that 
period have seen Enfield repre- 

I sented in all affairs of note. The 
| scene of various British occupa- 
tions, Enfield was visited during 
those years by both the British 

| commander, Lord Cornwalis and 
the American General. George 
Washington. It was at Enfield 
that the great patriot Lafayette 
from the veranda of a home still 
standing, made a speech that 
did much to fire the enthusiasm 
of the tired troops. In later 
years in the War Between the 
States the citizens of Enfield and 
Halifax were the first to volun- 
teer and the last to leave the 

i scenes of battle. Much of the 

| preparation for the drawing up 
of the resolution instructing the 
delegates to the first Continen- 

i tal Congress in North Carolina 
j to vote for a national declara- 
j tion of independence was prepar- 

ed in this city. For thirty years 
i preceding the outbreak' of the 
Civil War. Halifax County had 
more influence in national af- 
iairs than any other county in 
North Carolina. Enfield furnish- 
ed the only United States Sena- 
tor from the county who was a 
member of the President's Cab- 
inet during that period. John 
Branch of Enfield was elected 
Senator in 1823 and re-elected in 
1829. He was also later Gover- 
nor of North Carolina. Spear 
Whitaker of Enfield was elected 
Attorney General in 1842. 

The city of Enfield is in a rich 
agricultural belt with immense 
industries in a few miles in many directions. Exceptional business 
opportunities to the manufactur- 
er and business man are offered 
in this city. The climate is mild, 
this offering an enjoyable and 
healthful place in which to live. 

Littleton is three miles from 
the famous Panacea Springs, the 
water from these mineral springs is pronounced by reputable phy- sicians to have wonderful cura- 
tive qualities. Excellent rai at ad 
facilities with the NorfolMlir- 
mingham line of the Seaboard 
Air Line Railway connecting at 
Weldon with the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railway directly to Rich- 
mond and the North and a con- 
necting line at Norlina with the 
New Yo'rk-Florida main line of 
the Seaboard. Freight service 
to all markets is offered, and 
sources of material are avail- 
able and inexpensive. It offers 
splendid opportunities for over- 
all and shirt factories, hosiery and rayon mills, sheeting and silk 
mills, porch and kitchen furni- 
ture plants, paper mills, etc. It 
offers exceptional opportunities 
for capitalists in building a san- 
itarium and resort hotel at the 
famous Panacea Springs. 

There is an abundance of ex- 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS—Two sailors rest their weary feet while 

their buddies below continue to show visitors aboard the USS 

Mississippi around the ship. The vessel, now a gunnery boat, 

is permitting visitors aboard while docked in New York. 

cellent labor and power, and 
great quantities of second-growth 
pine, gum and maple timber. 
There is an ample water supply. 
A modern city with paving, sew- 

erage, electric power, Littleton 
is served by one bank, modern 
stores and large wholesale 
houses. There are social and 
business clubs, lodges and frat- 
ernal organizations. Littleton of- 
fers to all citizens an exception- 
al opportunity to enjoy business 
property in their midst with am- 

ple, competent and loyal labor 
at fair wages. It has an indus- 
trially efficient year ’round cli- 
mate. There are low taxes and 
a healthy community where you 
will find an attitude of friendli- 
ness and sincere cooperation. 

Littleton was among the first 
to send recruits to Camp Quankv 
near Halifax in 1777 and was 

■ scene of much activity dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War per- 
i a. Littleton citizens played an 
active part in the days of the 
Revolution, the Civil War and 
the World War. General Robert 
E. Lee’s daughter, Annie Car- 
ter Lee, is buried near Little- 
ton. The famous Horace Greeley 
was married at the old Emman- 
uel Episcopal Church near Lit- 
tleton. 

Roanoke Rapids 
The population of Roam Ra- 

pids is well over 10,000. This 

city is located on U. S. High- 
way 158 and the city is the gate- 
way to all traffic south of Rich- 
mond. It is located on highways 
which connect directly with Ral- 
eigh, Richmond and Norfolk. 
The Rosemary Manufacturing 
Company in Roanoke Rapids is 
the largest damask mill in the 
world and employes over 1.000 
people. Other mills of impor- 
tance located in the city are the 
Roanoke Mills Company and the 
Patterson Mills Company, also 
textiles, and the Halifax Paper 
Corporation, largest paper mill 
in this section of the state. 

Situated on the Roanoke Riv- 
er, the city is near the source 

of unlimited power. Here is lo- 

acted the main North Carolina 
offices of the Virginia Electric 

and Power Company. Here the 

Stone and Webster Construction 
Company plans the construction 
of two mighty dams at the cost 
of eleven million dollars. Cot- 
ton, pulpwood, peanuts and to- 
bacco are raised in abundance 
in the adjacent territories. Im- 
mediate connection with the Sea- 
board Air Line and the Atlantic 
Coast Line Railroads give near- 

perfect transportation facilities 
in any direction. Native labor 
is available. Several of the local 
mills are owned by the Simmon? 
Company, largest manufacturer 
of beds in #the world. All the co- 

vers for Beauty Rest and Deep- 
sleep mattresses are made here. 
Tax rates are low. Those desir- 
ing industrial sites will do well 
to investigate this fast-growing 
community located approximate- 
ly 100 miles from Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, Norfolk, Virginia, and the 

state capital at Raleigh. 
It is primarily a mill town, 

the largest in this section of 

North Carolina and proud of 

tljp fact. 

The population of Halifax 
County as taken from the 1930 
census is 53,246. The county has 

676 square miles in land area 

and 73.8 inhabitants per square 
mile. The total assessed valua- 
tion of all property (real, per- 
sonal and excess) is $30,217,760 
taken in 1935. (Ed. Note: Esti- 
mated property valuation for 
1948 was $45,000,000). 

It might be of interest to you 
to know that Halifax County is 
a very democratic county, hav- 

ing been the banner county for 
the Democratic party on more 

than one occasion. In 1936 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt re- 

ceived 8.230 votes while Alfred 
M. London, the Republican can- 

didate, received only 303 votes. 

As a mandate of the people, Hali- 
fax County is sucessfully operat- 
ing eight Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board stores. 

Littleton 
Mr. and Mrs. Lacy E. Rowe cf 

Raleigh were weekend guests of 
Mrs. Rowe's mother, Mrs. Selma 
F. Johnson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fis.iel and 
daughter, Rena, of Norfolk, \ a., 

recently visited Mr. and Mis. 

J. H. Harvey. 
Amonge those leaving for 

|schools and colleges from Little- 
ton during the weekend were 

Miss Betty Kay Wesson and Miss 
Ann Joyner, who will attend 
Hardbarger's Secretarial School 
in Raleigh; Miss Harriet Haivov, 
who is entering the Rex Hospi- 
tal School of Nursing, Raleigh: 
Miss Juanita Northington, who 
is going to business school m 

Durham: and Charles Parkin- 
son, who is attending Presbyter- 
ian Junior College. Maxton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Smith 

spent the weekend in Morehcao 

City. 
Miss Evelyn Newsoin of Ra- 

leigh spent tire weekend with 
her parents. Mr. and Mrs. Ro- 

bert Newsom. 
Mr. and Mrs. John James were 

recent visitors of Mr. and Ml — 

W. B. Murick. 
Mrs. T. R. Walker left Wednes- 

day for Asheville to attend thc‘ 
state convention of the American 
Legion Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Howard Inscoe has re- 

turned home after having visited 
her daughter in Norfolk, Va. 

Mrs. Leslie Crawley and Mrs. 
D. W. McPherson were in Rocky 
Mount Wednesday. 

Wei goaded 
PROVINCETOWN, I Mats. (U. 

p ) — A man arrested urT a Va- 

grancy charge had 218 separate 
items in his pockets. Included 
were fountain pens, surgical £ 
tl.roat lights, vitamin pills, two 

dictionaries, a wad of stage mo- 

ney, scissors, aspirin tablets and 
.several empty billfold. 

Chamber Pitches In 
BOYNE CITY, Mich. ( U. P.) 

—Mothers here are getting a 

break through the chamber of 
commerce. whose members 
have'turned baby tenders. The 
chamber takes local children W 
under supervision to the beach 
three times a week. 

--—-- 

MITCHELL LUM!^ COMPANY 
P.O. Box 288 Weldon, N. C. 

Manufacturers of 

Rough fsiid Dressed Lumber 
WHOLESALE ONLY 

Telephone R-T79-6 

Buyers of 

Legs and Standing Timber 

Four Generations — T. \X. Newsom, M. C. New som, Sr., M. C. Newsom, ,Jr., M. C. Newsom, III 

YOUR SHELL DISTRIBUT0R 
FOR NINETEEN YEARS 

• 

We are proud of our 19 years of service to the good peo- : 

pie of Roanoke Rapids and vicinity. Back there in 1929 
we started out with eight gasoline and oil retailers and 
our fleet of trucks consisted of one small truck of slight- jj 
ly over 400 gallons capacity. Our staff consisted of two 

people. * 

Today, we have over 50 dealers selling Shell products, 
several hundred farm and domestic consumers, serviced 

by nine large trucks, with capacities up to over 4.000 nal- i 5 

Ions. Today we liavd 17 people in our organization. 
Our friends and customers have been good to us, and we * 

appreciate it. We will try in the future to merit that 
same confidence and trust and will render our very j j 
best service. 

* 

WHY WE'VE GROWN- "FAIR DEALING".. ,''A GOOD PRODUCT iTT 
"SERVICE" 

COMPLETE LINE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS j 

Newsom Oil Co. 
YOUR SHELL DISTRIBUTOR 

1401 Roanoke Ave. DialR-643-1 Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 
Agents At Woodland Littleton Enfield Weldon 
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