
Administration Attitude Toward Recovery Spending Seems lo Be Changing 
DAILY BIBLE QUOTATION 

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; and it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise her heel” Gen. 3:15. 

The Bible quotations for this month are sug- 
gested by the Rev. Edmund Berkeley, rector of the 
All Saints Episcopal Church in Roanoke Rapids. 

Russians May Actually Try To Cooperate 
For Peace If They Find Democracy Firm 

The behavior of Russian representatives at meet- 

ings of the United Nations has led many Americans 
to wonder whether there is any prospect whatever of 
Soviet cooperation in the cause of world peace. 

Mr. Francis H. Russell, director of the State De- 

partment’s Office of Public Affairs, thinks that the 
Soviet Union might cooperate if the Soviet rulers be- 
come convinced that the democratic societies of the 
world are not going to collapse." 

There may be grounds tor the conclusion express- 
ed. Obviously, the Russians, in their effort to ad- 
vance Communism, depend upon economic chaos to 

develop dissatisfaction among the peoples of the 
world. If there is no chaos, there will be lessened 
dissatisfactios and, consequently, less opportunity for 
the spread of the tenets of Communism. 

It is quite possible that the rulers of Soviet 
Russia, if thoroughly convinced in the next few years, 
that the democracies can function, socially, politically 
and economically, will give up their dream of a world 
revolution and adjust themselves to the idea of world 

cooperation. 
As the matter now stands, there is something of 

a consensus of opinion on the part of public officials 
that a war between Communism and the democra- 
cies is only a matter of years. In fact, the present 
attitude of both of the factions that are lining up 
the nations for a future struggle is that there is no 

reasonable basis upon which the two groups can get 
together. Developments in the next few years might 
alter this opinion. Nothing could contribute to the 
prospects of a peaceful world to a greater degree than 
a willingness on the part of the Soviet leaders to 
try cooperation with other peoples. 

W ar Trophies Can And Have Been Very 
Dangerous Claiming (>.000 Victims 

It is somewhat surprising to be told that 6,000 
persons are killed each year in the United States by 
war souvenirs, ranging from fountain pens to 155-mm. 
sheels. Nevertheless, this is the statement of Waiter 
Carroll, of the U. S. Treasury Department. 

Mr. Carroll urges all war veterans to turn in 
explosives and war trophies for de-activatio'n, em- 

phasizing that eight per cent of the fatal accidents 
involve children. A special committee, he reports, has 
already de-activated more than 500,000 weapons since 
the war but has hardly scratched the surface be- 
cause “there are still hundreds of thousands of dan- 

gerous weapons in American homes.” 

In addition to urging the owners of the war 

souvenirs to act for the sake of the youth, Mr. Carroll 
estimates that seventy-five per cent of present-day 
crimes involve the use of foreign firearms, “including 
many wrar souvenirs which have been obtained in va- 

rious ways by criminals.” 

Every once in a while we read a news report 
telling of the accidental explosion of some war trophy 
but until we got the news from Mr. Carroll, we had no 

idea that as many as 6,000 persons were killed every 
year. Nearly everybody supposes that the war trophy 
which is a family relic is safe. It might be a good 
idea, regardless of how safe one thinks a battle 
souvenir is, to have it examined by experts and de- 
activated, if necessary. The trophy will look just as 

good when it’s safe, as when it is dangerous. 
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regler Latls Attention to Expose Ut Disciplinary 
Conditions In Merchant Marine Ships During War 

By Westbrook Pegler 
(Copyright. 1948, King Features 

Syndicate, Inc.). 
The first expose of the vicious 

character of the riff-raff w h o 

got fantastic pay plus overtim- 
es and bonuses for sailing a 

board American merchant ships 
in the war, comes in sidelong 
fashion in the December issue 
of the Proceedings of the United 
States Naval Institute, a highly 
professional publication by and 
for naval officers. While the war 

was on the American Merchant 
Marine was treated as the prop- 
erty of the maritime unions. The 
favored union was the National 
Maritime Union of the C. I. O 
which followed the communist 
line and included many commu- 
nists among its bosses. Joseph 
Curran, the president, was in 

distinguishable from his com- 
munist colleagues during the 
war, but he pretends, at least, 
that in some internal political 
fight since V-J Day he broke 
with the bolsheviks. Like Mike 
Quill, of the transport workers, 
he now professes to be their en- 

emy. It remains to be seen 
whether they have changed. Af- 
ter all, Stalin signed up with 
Hitler. 

The article in Naval Institute 
Proceedings w a s written b y 
Lieut. Holmes F. Crouch, of the 
Coast Guard, the service which 
had the difficult duty of trying 
merchant marine criminals, 
from murders and communist 
saboteurs to pilferers, during the 
war. This duty was the more dif- 
ficult because Curran and other 
unioneers, including many com- 
munists. enjoyed the favor of 
the White House and the War 
Labor Board. Thus any patriotic 
officer who offended them took 
a risk of political persecution. 
It was difficult, too, because law 
and jurisdiction were vague and 
witnesses were hard to find. 

Mr. Crouch would have risked 
his future in writing his article 
when Roosevelt and his wife 
were in the White House. Even 
now he takes some chance be- 
cause the National Maritime Un- 
ion raised a strident protest the 
minute the publication hit the 
mail chutes. His future will bear 
watching for this reason. 

Mr. Crouch does not propose 
the absorption of the merchant 
marine into the Navy, but h e 
does insist that discipline is bad 
and must be excellent if the 
merchant marine is to serve as 
an adjunct to the Navy, the Ar- 
my and the Air Force. And he 
warns the country that the re- 
form must be made right away 
because war will come without 
warning if it comes. 

He then goes into particulars 
of outrageous conduct by sea 
going criminals during the war, 
a record which has been supres- 
sed by the Coast Guard by or- 
der of political officers who be- 
longed to the Roosevelt cult. Ev- 
en since the war the Coast 
Guard has frustrated investiga- 
tors bent on reviewing the vic- 
ious record by demanding that 
the inquiring person name the 
vessel and the men concerned 
and state the time of the inci- 
dent. This ruse had the sole pur- 
pose of protecting the unions, 
which were political proteges of 
the Roosevelt party. 

‘The emphasis for a streng- 
thened merchant marine is usu- 

ally on more ships, newer ships 
and faster shins.’ Mr. Crouch 

writes. ‘But ships require com- 

petent men in sufficient num 

bers. We can build the largest 
and finest merchant fleet ever 

to serve mankind but unless 
these ships are served by men 

who are reliable and disciplin- 
ed. we place in jeopardy our 

maritime advantage. Our mer- 
chant marine must be such that 
it can stand alone if necessary 
from the beginning of any at 
tack — and win. To do this we 

must have a well disciplined 
merchant marine. 

‘From a recent review of dis- 
ciplinary cases it does not ap 
pear that we now have such a 

merchant marine. Insubordina 
tion. inattention to duty, intoxi- 
cation, ineptitude, willful care 

lessness, subversion and other 
similar acts do exist. 

‘There are cases of assault 
with deadly weapons (meat 
cleaver, fire axe, broken bottles, 
etc.) with intent to kill; inten- 
tionally throwing crew members 
overboard, mental and physic- 
al incompetence resulting from 
narcotics addiction; setting fire 
to one’s own room; shooting of 
crew members during a drunk- 
en party; gross negligence re- 

sulting in loss of lives of crew 

members; homosexuality; dan- 
gerous psychopathies, mutinous 
conduct, theft of mail, and con- 
tinuous refusal to obey lawful 
orders. There are also routine 
cases involving desertion, stow- 
aways, sleeping on watch, de 
struction of ship’s property, 
theft of ship's stores and so on. 

‘Insubordination and inso 
lence combined with assault can 
cause many an unecessary ir- 
regularity. One morning the 
chief cook reported to the mas- 
ter that the utility man had fail- 
ed to wash the pots and pans 
as he had failed to do several 

times previously.” 
There was quite a row about 

this and the scullion banged the 
master’s desk, bawled him out 
and said he had no more time 
to discuss the matter and was 

going back to bed. A little later 
the offended sailor attacked the 
third mate and the captain fin- 
ally drew a gun and the mate 
used a blackjack to put him in 
irons. 

Another sailor, somewhat cra- 

zy, but under the influence of 
Marijuana, tried to enter a wo- 

man passenger’s stateroom with 
a pistol. This case and an at- 

tempt by a sailor to rape a wo- 

man patient in the sick bay on 

another ship gave American 
passenger lines a bad name a- 

broad, although the suppression 
of such news by the Coast 
Guard has left American wom- 

en unwarned. However, the re- 

putation of American table and 
room stewards is becoming no- 

torious and discreet passengers 
still prefer the French and Brit- 
ish boats. 

Lieutenant Crouch closes h 1 s 

review with an incident in which 
a messman got into a scrap with 
another bum in the galley over 

a piece of ham. They grappled 
and the messman used a knife. 

“Because of the depth and 
jaggedness of the wound inside 
the utility man's right arm. 
the master asked the messman 
how many tims he had struck 
with the knife,” Mr. Crouch re- 

lated. ‘Only once,’ said the 
messman, ‘but I twisted and 
wriggled the blade because I 
thought it was in the.’s 
heart.’ 

‘Yes,” Mr. Crouch says, sum- 

ming it all up, ‘there is still 
much to be done on the prob- 
lem of discipline in the mer- 
chant marine.” 

Pitching Horseshoes 
By Billy Rose 

Did you ever have a yen to 
slide down a pyramid or lean 
against the Leaning Tower o f 
Pisa? 

Did you ever get misty-eyed 
looking at travel folders and 
wish someone would snap your 
picture in front of the Taj Ma- 
hal? 

In other words, have you ever 

dreamt about chucking it all for 
a few months and taking a trip 
around the world? 

Of course you have but, life 
being the cockeyed thing it is, 
chances are you never got to the 

passport stage—either there was 

a payment due on the mortgage, 
you were afraid you’d blow your 
job, or you wanted to wait until 
Susie hooked herself a husband. 

Well, let me introduce you to 
a Lucky Luke who finally upped 
and did it walked straight in- 
to the Thomas Cook travel a- 

gency and said, 'Two from New 
York to New York.” Yep, after 
years of working as if Philip 
Murray had never happened, I 
recently went into conference 
with myself and said, 'Listen 
chum, you’d better stop and 
catch your breath while there’s 
still some breath to catch.’ 

And so, a few minutes after 
I’m through with this column. 
I'm going to start pack- 
ing my bag, Eleanor will pack 
five of hers, and on January 7th, 
via Pan American, we’ll head 

for Rio de Janeiro — our first 
stop on a sun following safari 
that will take us to five conti- 
nents and a lot of bad hotel 
beds. 

All of which is my long wind- 
ed way of saying that I'm going 
to play global hookey for 16 
weeks, and that my frenetic 
phrases for the edification and 
enlightenment of old and young 
won’t appear again on this page 
until Monday. April 25th. 

That is. they won't appear re- 

gularly. During the trip just 
to keep my hand in I plan to 
write a number of spot stories, 
and, of course, if 1 should run 

into something especially news- 

worthy. I’ll have the cable ad- 
dress of this gazette packed next 
to my copy of “How to Speak 
Chinese in 10 Easy Lessons.” In 
addition I'm going to keep a 

pad and pencil handy, and 1 
hope to come back with a lot 
of mateiial on the Gay White 
Ways of the World — inside 
yarns on the entertainment bus- 
iness in Buenos Aires. Bombay, 
Istanbul. Calcutta and the other 
razzle dazzle cities of the plan- 
et. 

What prompts me to take this 
trip smack dab in the middle 
of the busiest part of the year? 
Well, a number of things. 

For one, my birth certificate 
tells me I've used up almost 70 
per cent of that three score 
and tea they’re always gabb- 
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Tucker Savs Need F< 
y 

High Foreign Expens 
By Ray Tucker 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31—The 

desperate need for cutting down 
our fearfully high foreign costs, 
as well as the Administration’s 
increasing experience and ma 

turity in the conduct of world af 

fairs, has produced a significant 
but barely perceptible change in 
the attitude of the White House 
and Congress toward these prob- 
lems as 1948 vanishes into his- 

tory’s pages. 
Immediately after the Axis 

surrender in 1945. the American 
government and people shared 
with Britain and France the one 

thought of preventing future 
conflicts by demilitarizing and 
deindustrializing Germany and 
JaDan. 

The victors were in such a 

vengeful mood that the famous 
Morgenthau Plan for pastoraliz- 
ing the Reich was drawn, a 1 

though Franklin D. Roosevelt 
subsequently exorcssed amaze 

ment that, with Churchill at 
Quebec, he had ever been s o 

foolish as to initial this docu 
ment. 

DESTRUCTION: It was also 
expected that Russia would co- 

operate in world rehabilitation 
as she had fought alongside the 
Allies during the conflict. When 
she launched the ‘cold war. 

* 

forcing us to inaugurate the ex- 

pensive Truman Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan, there resulted a 

realignment which few antici- 
pated then or appreciate now. 

Under these new conditions 
the dismantling and deconcen 
trating of German and Jananes 
industries, as provided in Yalta 
and Potsdam pacts, suddenly 
struck the men at Washington 
as dangerous and expensive 
business, especially as Uncle 
Sam is now' subsidizing most of 
the anti Russian world. 

These directives of destruc- 
tion. indidentallv, were framed 
bv military men rather than 
statesmen or economists. 

PRODUCTION: The loss of 
production facilities in the Ruhr 
and Japan aggravated the finan- 
cial burden on this country. It 
meant that these two nations as 

well as those which replied on 

them in a commercial and ec- 

onomic w a y would become 
“permanent poorhouses.” de- 
pendent upon American charity 
at the rate of about ten billion 
dollars a year, or almost a 

fourth of our annual budget 
costs. Also, almost a fourth of 
our national tax bill. 

Without the Ruhr’s operations, 
it was realized at Washington, 
thei e could never be a general 
European recovery. It would b£ 
as if the coal and steel and man- 

ufacturers of Western Pennsyl- 
vania were eliminated from our 

economic structure. 

REBUILDING: Moreover, as 

Moscow’ became more belliger- 
ent. even the military experts 
realized that the former enemy 
countries should not be so wreak- 

ing about, and that if I want to 
give this oversized tennis ball 
a look see, I'd better do it be- 
fore the arthritis sets in. 

Second. I've never been able 
to get a story out of my head 
that I read in READERS DI 
GEST some years back — the 
one about the plaque on the wall 
of an old Chinese garden that 
read, ‘Enjoy yourself; it’s later 
than you think.” 

Third, for most of the past 
thousand weeks, my world has 
been bounded by the flea cir 
cus on 42nd Street and the sta- 
tue up at Columbus Circle, and 
I figure it can do my perspec- 
tive nothing but good to take a 

hinge at how the other 99.9 per 
cent live. 

But more important to me 

than percentages, plaques o r 

perspective are the feelings of 
115 pounds of girl named Elea- 
nor. For three years now I’ve 
been putting in approximately 
100 hours a week, working on a 

book, a radio show, a column, 
a theatre and a night club. 
Though my lady hasn’t beeled 
about it much, I know it’s been 
a bit rugged, and I've been plan- 
ning to do something about 11 
ever since I got a telegram from 
her last summer which read. 
‘Miss you — Eleanor.” 

This morning when I showed 
my missus our passports, she 
winked and said, ‘They look 
wonderful,” but I sensed that 
she didn’t believe a mile ot the 
trip. And as a matter of fact, 
it’s my hunch that she won’t be- 
lieve it even when she reads it 
here. 

Nevertheless, on the lucky 
7th, as the sun drops behind the 
hills of Weehawken, we’ll take 
our leave of Manhattan — mag- 
ic isle ol glitter, glamor, girls 
and Moss Hart. 

Au revoir and hasta la vista 
until April 25th when your Uncle 
Willie, a little sunburned around 
the adjectives, will be back at 
the same old stand, again pedd- 
ling his ever loving popcorn. 

Plant you now, ladies and 
gentlemen. Dig you later. 
(Copyright, 1948 by Billy Rose) 

Distributed by (The Bell 
/ Syndicate, Inc.) 
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>r Cutting Down Our 
es Seen As Desperate 

ened that they would be at the ^ 

mercy of a Russian attack. 
Germany and Japan, in the 

opinion of Military Governors 
Lucius D. Clay and Douglas A. 
Mac Arthur, should be built in- 
to strong buffer states. MacAr- 
thur emphasized this angle i n 

his recent memorandum on the 
menace of a Russia dominat- 
ed Far East. jj 

So now. slightly more than 
three years after the close of the 1 
conflict. Washington demands 
the rebuilding of these once en- 

emy countries, although under 
United Nations guarantees that j 
they shall never again become 
militarily powerful. 

INTERESTS This shift of A- 
merican policy has estranged 
both Britian and France for ob- f 
vious reasons. They want to get 
their hands on these plants for 
reparation payments, for their 
own recovery and for fear of the 
regrowth of a strong Germany. 

Paris and London seem to have 
washed their hands of the Far 
East, as they did during the war. 

The blazing Orient, they figure, 
is our ‘baby,” although they 
have greater colonial, trade and 
financial interests in that area ** 
than the United States has. 

LOOK On our side, however, 
such men as EC A Administra- 
tor Paul Hoffman, Deputy Ad 
ministrator Howard Bruce and 
Seantor Tom Connally, next 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, voice com- 

plaints against our former allies 
and Marshall Plan beneficiaries, 

In their opinion, London, Paris 
and the Low Countries have not 
pooled their interests, adopted an 

austerity program (except for 
England) or used our five-bil 
lion-a-year contribution to the 
best advantage. \\ 

So, both White House and- Con- V 
Kress will take a hard look at 
the Marshall Plan's accomplish- A 
ments and prospects when the ^ 
time comes to vote more bil- 
lions next year. 

ELIGIBLE Believe it or not, 
but as the political year of 1948 \ 
wanes, it begins to look as if ! 
three worn-out Republican pre- 
sidential candidates will be do- 
ing business at the same old con- 
vention stand in 1952. As you ^ might guess, they are Governor^ 
Dewey of New York, Senator 
Taft of Ohio and Pennsylvania 
University President Harold E. 
Stassen of Minnesota. 

This prediction is not a shot- 
in-the-dark guess. By their ac- 
tions and by their conversations 
with friends, all three figure that 
they are still eligible for party 
standard-bearer. And, as Mr. 
Dewey thought last month, the 
1952 nominee ought to be a sure 
winner. They just do not be- 
lieve that the Democrats’ lucky 
streak will last that long. 

And whom do you think far- 
sighted Democrats are grooming 
provided President Truman docs 
not run again? It’s Tke” Eis- 
enhower, and he is the GOP’s 
biggest headache, assuming, of 
course, that he decides that he 
is a Democrat. 
--1 
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Mrs. A. B. Gny 
Corresponded 

Mrs. Henry D Bobbitt. Jr. and 
daughter, Camil of Littleton, 
Mrs. Ivan Gay and daughter 
Sally of Raleigh: Mr. and Mrs.’ M 
William Rodwell of Enfield. Mr., 
and Mrs. Paul W. Gay and Alda 
of Washington. D. C., and David 
Gay of Roanoke Rapids w ere 
guests of Mrs. A. B Gay, Mon- 
day. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Price. Jr. ,< 
of Jackson were guests of Mrs. , 
A. B. Gay. Sunday 

The Reverend Norman Vau- 
ghan and son. Bill of Evansville, 
were here Tuesday visiting r. 

friends. 
Mr. and Mrs. Van P. Connell 

of Richmond, Va.. wore guosts 
in the home of her brother, T. 
T. Stephenson, Sunday night. 

Mrs E. W Jones is enroute 
to Savanah. C- where she will 
visit her sister. She was accom- 
panied bv Mrs. T. T. Stephen- 
son who will also visit with her. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Comvclt 
and daughters. Jean and Carol. E| spent Sunday in Henderson, a s 

^ 
J 

guests of M>\ and Mrs. H. T. 
Saunders and family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bnvd Robinson 
and son. Bob. spent, Christmas I^. with his parents. Mr. and Mrs. i 
Robinson of Littleton. 1 

Weldmi 
Travelings 

t 
* 

Mrs. Earl Douglas and son I 
Billie, are leaving thi> week with j Mr. Douglas for California wheie 
they will make their home. M:s 
Douglas and her son have been 
making their home in Weldon 
now for some time with her mo- 
ther. Mrs J. S. Turner. Mrs l 
Douglas will be missed by her ( 
many friends; but they al! wish 
her happiness in her new home. 

Bridge :::::: : : : by h. t. Webster 
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