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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 
From early days through contem- 

harntonic transcription to be under· 
lofty sayings about the tightness and 
the authority of "the people" as they 
try to guide their own destinies. 

We believe it was Alcuin who, 
about 800 A.D., put into a letter to 
Charlemagne a saying that political 
hucksters have resounded throughout 
the history of democracy: "Vox 
populi, vox Dei" (The voice of the 
people is the voice of God.) 

Woodrow Wilson put it a little more 
realistically wht*n he said, "The voice 
of the people needs a whole art of 
porary times one finds some high and 
stood." < 

Small wonder, then, that from time 
everyone is a bit confused when they 
see a President, who presumably 
tries to keep one ear to the ground 
even wheal straddling a political 
fence, try to obtain one thing and 
the Congress, presumably equally in- 
terested in doing what the constitu- 
ents want, tries to accomplish some- 

thing entirely different. 
Roscoe Drummond, in his syndicat- 

ed column last Fall, did a rather good 
job of explaining this strange phe- 
nomenon by writing: 

"... The big citiefe — which usually 
want the government to do more and 
more and spend more and more — do 
most to elect a Democratic President, 
while the countryside does most to 
elect the Congress. The countryside, 
favored by the apportionment of dis- 
tricts which gives it special political 
power, elects a 'conservative' Con- 
gress — whether Democratic or Re- 
publican — while the big city vote 
can succeed in electing a 'liberal' 
Democratic President. 

". The political power complexes 
— the labor vote. The big city vote, 
and the minority group vote — must 
be won in order for a Democrat to 
win the presidency. This requires that 
the Democatic nominee commit him- 
self to a legislative program which 
the Congrebs, dominantly elected by 
the small city and rural vote, appar- 
ently will not legislate." 

This situation appears good in that 
it is a vital part of the system of 
checks and balances in government 
intended by the founders of our 
government. , 

But it still leaves a situation in 
which a President, not too responsive 
to the desires of the nation as a whole, 
keeps trying to pressure the Congress 
is doing what the members of the 
Congress, closer to the grass roots, feel 
is unwise. Ami there are ways in 
which the President can pressure 
many members of the Congress. 

All of which leads to an examina- 
tion of the machinery by which we 
elect a President. 

Because of the closeness of the last 
Presidential election greatly increased 
public interest in this matter has led 
to proposals in the United States Sen- 

ate of a great variety of change· to 
be made in the manner of electing 
the Preaident. Thirteen separate pro- 
posals are pending there now. 

These proposed amendments may 
he divided into two main categories: 

1—Twelve that would abolish the 
Electoral College; and .# 

2—One that would retain the 
Electoral College but would change 
the manner in which Electors are 
named. 

Eight of the proposals discard the 
majority principle in the election of 
the President and thei Vice President. 
Five of these eight require only a 40 
percent plurality for election, one a 
:15 per cent plurality, and two a 
simple majority. 

Ten of the proposals permit a divis- 
ion of each State's voting strength in 
a Presidential election. The other 
three would, in effect, retain the gen- 
eral ticket system for each State by 
making the principal a part of the 
Constitution. 

Within the first category (in which 
the Electoral College would be abol- 
ished) there are sevee*al types of pro- 
posals based on three entirely dif- 
ferent principles: 

(1) Thei direct popular election of 
the President on a nationwide basis, 
ignoring State lines; 

(2) The direct popular election of 
the President within States, giving the 
entire electoral vote of a State to the 
winning candidate as is done today; 
and ( 

(.'») Tho direct popular election of 
the President within States, dividing 
the electoral vote among the candi- 
dates according to their proportions 
of the popular vote*. 

The one proposal in the second 
category requires the election of 
Presidential Electors on the same 
basis that the United States Senators 
and Representatives in the Congress 
are fleeted. 

With all the talk about this matter 
and all the thought that is being given 
to it, it may well be that before too 
long the people· of North and South 
Carolina will be called upon to make 
heard their portion of "the voice of 
the people." > 

With this thought in mind, we plan, from time to time, to continue a 
series of which this editorial is the 
first, so that one and all in the Twin 
City Community may understand each 
of the proposals and be· competent 
to make a decision. 

While all proposals will be studied 
with equal thoroughness, we expect 
people» of the Twin City Community will be particularly interested in pro- 
posals sponsored by Senators from 
the Carolinas and these will be dealt 
with first. 

May we suggest that you CLIP 
THIS EDITORIAL and save it and 
those that follow for further study when the entire series is competed? 

RAY'S RAMBLIN'S 

persimmon expert . · · 
One thing we will always 

remember from our under- 
graduate days at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina was 
a talk given by Pete Ivey, 
director of the University's 
News Bureau. 

"If you want to leave your 
mark on the world." Pete 
told aspiring young journal- 
ism students, "be an expert 
on something—on anything—- 
but be an expert." 

Pete chose the persimmon 
as his specialty. He has stud- 
ied this Southern fruit, col- 
lected recipes on preparing 
it for human consumption, 
and written thousands "f 
words on the merits this form 
of Dixie flora. 

In other words. In· ha:; 
been the state's leading per- 
simmon pusher. 

Last week, Pete again rais- 
ed his persimmon banner 
high in protest to the formal 
adoption of the pine tree as 
oflicial state tree. He pointed 
out that we followed nine 
other states which have al- 

ready adopted some variety 
• >f pine. 

Rut What About The 
I'crstmmnn? 

We quote from an article 
by Pete in his •Highlights 
From Chapel Hill" column: 

"Was the pine tree adopted 
as the official state tree in 
order to head off a ground 
swell of support for the per- 
simmon? 

"North Carolina garden 
clubs pushed for the Genenl 
Assembly to select the pine, 
and it was done last week. 
March 7th. 

"The state has dawdled for 
years in not selecting a tree. 
We were the 49th state to 
pick an official tree as the 
symbol of statehood. Ala- 
bama already had taken th.· 
longlcaf pine, the tree men- 
tioned in the official Tar 
Heel toast—"Here's to the 
land of the longleaf pine." 

"Last year several news- 
papers published a report 
that a movement was under 
foot to have the persimmon 

adopted as the official state 
tree of North Carolina. Fav- 
orable editorials were pub- 
lished. 

"But before the persim- 
mon advocates could graci- 
ously get going, preferring to 
wait patiently until the m*- 

jor business of the Legisla- 
ture session was completed, 
the garden clubs, who have 
dragged their feet all these 
years, quickly and smooth'y 
supported a bill that shot 
through the General Assem- 
bly like a pine cone falling 
silently in the night. 

"No one charges the gar- 
den clubs with conspiracy, yr 

anything like that. 
"But it would have been 

interesting to have open dis- 
cussion of the merits of 
trees. After all. nine other 
states also have the pine as 

their trees. And not giving 
the persimmon a chance is to 
leave a pucHering taste in 
the mouth. 
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the week*s news··· 
This is the day of debt. As 

a matter of fact, if you wei'e 
to offer to pay hard cash for 
that new automobile. TV set 
or piece of equipment you 
nred. you would, in all prob- 
ability. surprise the merch- 
ant offering it for sale. 

No Cash. I'lease 
In some cases, hard cash 

is not preferred to the in- 
stallment plan. The reason is 
simple, as money is made 
when you have to borrow. 
Say the purchase is to be an 
auto, for instance. If you 
purchase it for rash, a loan 
company does not benefit: 
neither does the insurance 
company which stands be- 
hind the good repair of th·- 
article in question; and in the 
event of a kickback, the sell- 
er makes less on you. 

How much debt can you 
afford is the question: not 
what do 1 need. The current 
issue of Changing Times, the 
Kiplingcr Magazine, has a 
few notes on the way that a 

family can determine a mar- 
gin of safety on credit notes. 

First, figure out annual 
income and deduct a I In«· 
cessary expenses. The re- 
mainder is descretionary in- 
come, money available for 
payments. "But this method 
has to be handled with care," 
the editors caution. "A few 
misconceived entries on the 
income side or omissions of 
expenses can give you a com- 

pletely false impression of 

Guards against such errors 
includes a warning by the 
magazine to use net income 
only, subtracting federal and 
state income taxes and other 
fixed deductions such as 

pension contributions, health 
insurance and union dues 
There are many cases where 
a man making $3,500 annual- 
ly can afford more than :i 
man making $5,000; all de- 
pending on the cost of living 
of each and past debts thai 
they have compiled. 

The Kiplinger Magazine 
continues with a mention of 
sporadic income — that extra 
job at night, overtime pay 
and bonuses and a part-time 
job for the wife: these items 
should be excluded from In- 
come tabulation. As for fix- 
ed expenses, every Item, no 
matter how paltry, should be 
subtracted from net income. 
Oil estimated costs, tbe gucv, 
should be high rather than 
low. 

Before figuring out the a- 
mount available for credit 
payments. mvIrik nhouM be 
dfdurtfd, An pa»y way to 
count this Important item I« 
to figure It an an fxprnw. 
Without a cash rmcrvf, bind- 
ing yourself to fixed Install- 
ment payment» become·« ris- 
ky. Λ financial reverse could 
see you having a default of 
borrow still more to mr-l 
mitments. 

When all deductions are 
made, the money left is Hu- 
sum available for credit 
payments. The division of 
this amount by 12 equal* UK- 
amount which you r»n afford 
to pay each month for in- 
stallment payments. 

If nothinc Κ left, or there 
Is «ft enouch to cover credit 

payments, the magazine sug- 
gests that you make a larger 
down payment, thereby cut- 
ting down monthly install- 
m<'iits ... or cut hack on 

expanses somewhere. 

"If you can't do either 
vi'Ji'M·« seriously cnimpiiu 
your living standards, think 
twice about buying that new 

car or TV set or the swim- 
ming pool in the hack yard," 
the article citncludcs. '\voit 
may b·· borrowing trouble." 

Now that the arguments 

arc dispensed with concern- 

ing a common sense method 
nf determining credit pay- 
ments. I wonder if there is 
any reader who »mild like 
to take up the payments on 

my 19ti0 Edsrl. 

(irist and Grits 
"Michigan's Gov. Romtiry 

says he will not run for the 
Tresidency in i!'64." — Press 
report. Isn't it a hit early for 
him to hegin expoMiig him- 
self to a draft 

Most people note v.-Si'i 
pleasure and satisfaction that 
a House appropriations rnm- 

mittce considerably clipped 
the wings of high-flying Ad- 
am Clayton Powell. 

And all things, whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believ- 
ing. ye shall receive. 

—(Matt. 21:22). 
Throujrh prayer our faith 

become· alive, stromr. vital 
ami consistent. At all times 
»nd under all circumstance» 
•t upholds and inspires us 

My (iod shall supply every 
need of yours.—(Phil. 1:19). 

As we attune ourselves to 
the wisdom of the Christ, as 

halant-c is brought ubout in 
our affairs, we lind that our 
needs are met in a perfect 
way. 

Carter's 
Column 

GO FLY A KITE: This sounds η little far fetched and indeed 
there might be those who would say it's an outright falsehood. 
Rut v.-e saw it happening last week and know it to be the truth. 
As we went home for lunch, a small black dog was flying a j kite. The kite, with ball of string attached, had been left lying 
in PI il Hughes' yard. As we turned the corner at Albcri 
Schiki's, the little dog picked up the ball of string and started 
running with it. The kite rose majestically and magically into 
the air and tor several minutes we just stood there amazed as 
the d«K playlully ran about the yard with the kite flying gent- 
ly at trie top level. It would have been a magnificant picture, 
but we had no camera in the car with which to record such a 

great human interest event. 

FATHER-SON—The late R. C. Harrelson. Sr.. was Mayor of 
Tabor City when the present city hall was constructed years, 
ago. It has served the growing community well, but with each 
coming year it was obvious that the town clerk was gettinu 
more and more cramped for space. A variety of other agencies 
use the buildin;; one or more days a week and like most pubiic 
buikiings. the floor space has been too little for too long. Now 
it has been expanded with additional space that will get well- 
used. And. like father, like son, this renovation and expansion 
has come about during the term of office of Howard Harrelson, \ 
son of the late R. C. Harrelson, Sr. 

EDITORIALS: This page has been laid out and written in re- 
cent weeks by Hay Wicker and Rod Sparrow. They have spent 
a great deal of time on it in an effort to improve the editorial 
content. They have now asked nie whether the effort has been 
worthwhile or in vain. Frankly. I don't know. We would ap- 
preciate a comment or two from some one to kind of enlighten 
lis as to whether any improvement has been noted or not. Ed- 
itorial pages are supposed to say something that the really 
giHwi reader will look lor and appreciate. Ii there's any real 
thinking done by the writers of our newspapers and others, 
it's pretty well concentrated on the edit page. We kind of lik 
to know whether the recent added effort has made any im- 
pr« λ.μοιι. We would like to hear from you, s°«d or bad. 

STRAWBERRIES: We may be wrong, but unless there comes 
along a severe cold snap, we look for this to be another fine 
strawberry season. American Foods is expecting a huge in- 
crease of berries iu this area this year and Joe Cerniglia, presi- 
dent of the company, said recently that his sales organization 
was prepared to handle even as much as a 4D0 percent increase 

0.Tries in the areas in which they operate prc-coolers. The « 

μιc-cooling building in Taben- City is under construction am! 
ι.- supposed to be completed prior to the berry marketing sea- 

η. Right now. it looks to us like the berries will be coming 
if the hushes in about three weeks. We arc hopeful that the 

berry crop quality will again be g«»od and that American Foods 
will succeed in getting the price tor the growers that they did 
u year ago. 
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