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PROTESTS ARMY DISCRIMI-
NATION AGAINST NEGROES

THIS & THAT

By Walter Wendall

SEGREGATION

NEVER PAYS

There are hundreds of black,
white and yellow boys of the
92nd (Negro), 473rd white),
442nd (Japanese-America- n) in-

fantry divisions who to-da- y lie
dead beneath the Italian soil,
who never had a fighting chance
to live, because of the poisonous
influence of SEGREGATION.
These boys died in the April
1945 offensive in Italy where
they combined for the attack.
They were unconsciously work-
ing against a long time handi-
cap.

The key to the whole unfor-
tunate situation was the doubt-
ful performance of the 370th,
which was a regiment of the
92nd. And the 92nd was one of
three such segregated outfits
created by the United States
Army and a dominating pre-
judiced public attitude.

All three of these outfits were

est. Why? Because the taxes
on Johnny Poor 's landlord keep
the rent so high it takes a third
of Johnny 's pay. But Reginald
Rich spends only 5 of his in-
come on rent, so the tax is not
heavy at all. Of course Regi-
nald also pays taxes on his busi-
ness property and on homes that
he rents to other people, but
those taxes come from his cus-

tomers and tenants.
Income Tax?

One day somebody was think-
ing about the way these sales
and property taxes hurt the
poor people most and he
thought of the idea of taxing
incomes instead. He said let's
,tax the highest incomes at the
highest rates, and the lowest
not at all.

"Socialist!" shouted the con-

servatives in the same tone of
voice they now use for those
they call Communists. It was
originally a plank in the Social-
ist platform. In spite of all the
name-callin- g, the people were
so strongly for the income tax
that a constiutional amendment
was ratified making it legal.

The income tax represents our
belief that taxes should be col-

lected from those who are most
able to pay. It takes a bigger
share away from Reginald Rich
than it does from Johnny Poor
(in fact Johhny doesn't have to
pay any income tax because his
pay is so low and he has a
family). But Reginald has
much more left after he pays
his taxes, and if he is wise he is

glad he earns enough money to
pay high taxes!

AMERICAN WOMEN

URGED TO SAVE FAT

Due to the acute shortage of
meat, women have been unable
to save and turn in fats to the
extent they had during previous
months, but with the lifting of

price ceilings fat salvage col- -

lections should surpass those of
recent months. According to
the American Fat Salvage Com-

mittee housewives, since the
start of the program four years
ago, have been responsible for
the recovery of more than five
hundred million pounds of fat.
This means that even when
meat was in such short supply
women continued to be con-

scientious in saving waste fats.
The committee also pointed

out that due to the world-wid- e

shortage of fats and with no
prospects for early improve-
ment in the situation, the need
for fat salvaging is greater now
than it has been at any time
during the war years.

Production of many greatly
needed consumer items are de-

pendent on fats. These include
soap, pharmaceuticals, automo-

biles, refrigerators, washing ma-

chines, floor coverings and tex-

tiles. Every pound of fat turned
back to the butcher will hasten
the return of these and many
other products.

For these reasons American
women are urged not only to
continue their efforts in salvag-
ing and turning in used fats,
but to redouble them:

MAN TO MAN

by Dick Stimson

10 Sales Tax?
A certain Connecticut eco-

nomist stumped the country
early during World War II beg-
ging for a 10 sales tax. He
was loudly cheered by local
Chabers of Commerce in many
states

His reasoning went like this :

Too much spending causes in-

flation. Rich people save most
of their money, but poor people
have to spend most of theirs.
A tax against the poor people
will cut down on spending. A
sales tax hits the poor people
hardest. Therefore, let 's have
a sales tax to stop inflation.

(By the way, isn't it funny
that in those days when they
were trying to keep wages down
the "conservatives" were very
worried about inflation ? We 've
almost forgotten it, now that
these same people are so anxi-
ous to be rid of price controls
that they say inflation is noth-
ing to worry about because
natural laws will take care of
everything.)

Maybe you wonder why a
sales tax is hardest on the poor.
Here's an example to explain it.
Johnny Poor earns $20 a week
and spends all of it to support
himself, his wife and his chil-
dren. A 10 tax (if charged
on everything he spends) will
take away about $2, leaving
him only about $18 to live on.

But Reginald Rich has an in-

come of $2,000 each week and
saves half of it. A 10 tax on
the $1,000 he spends comes to
$100, which is only 5 of his
income, and leaves him $900 to
spend plus the $1,000 he saves.
Whose Property Taxes?

If Hartford collects a tax of
3 on all real estate, who pays
it ? That's wrong ! If you were
about to say the people who
own the property, think again.

Of course the tax collector
does receive that money from
the property owners, but if the
property is rented the money
for the taxes comes out of the
rent the tenants pay. If the
property is used by a business
firm, the money comes out of
the price the customers pay.
It's the tenant, it's the consumer
who really is taxed.

Property taxes, just like sales
taxes, hit the poor people hard- -

The Japanese-America- n out-
fit did a magnificent job be-

cause their educational status
was higher, their civilian status
above that of the Negro and the
penalty for their failure much
more apparent.

So the story of SEGREGA-
TION was the same in war that
it is in peace. Push any minor-
ity into the stiffling atmosphere
of segregation and ultimately
you will harvest a major crop
of failures and disasters. No
matter how much drum beating
and flag waving attends the in-

ception of such projects, they
all weaken the foundation of
democracy. For democracy
cannot live without racial
unity !

The War Department has em-

ployed the practice of requiring
prospective Negro enlistees to
make a score of thirty-nin- e (39)
on the Army "R2" tests when
white prospective enlistees are
only required to make a score
of fifteen (15) on the same test
in order to be eligible for enlist-
ment. In protesting this, the
NAACP Secretary of Veterans'
Affairs sent the following letter
of protest to Secretary Patter-
son :

"On October 4, 1946, the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People
wrote you a letter protesting
discriminatory practices and
policies used by the War De-

partment regarding enlistments.
The specific discriminatory po-
licy which we" sought to have
eliminated was that require-
ments restricting Negro enlist-
ments to high school graduates.

"Upon inquiry we were in-

formed that enlistments were
opened to Negroes, which if
opened on the same basis for all
enlistments, was a . democratic
victory. Following our policy
of investigating alleged dis-

criminatory practices, a visit
was made to the Washington
Recruiting Office where we
listee was required to take a
found that each prospective en-te- st

known as the "R2" test and
prospective Negro enlistees are
required to make a score of 39
to be eligible for enlistment,
whereas white prospective en-
listees are required to make a
score of only fifteen on the .

ame test.
"To require a score based on

race is discriminatory and uh-- ,
democratic and should be
abolished. We, therefore, pro-
test against any such policy or
practice in any recruiting office
and strongly request that you
use the power and influence of
your office to eliminate such
policies and practices where
they are used and direct the
abolition of all policies and
practices based on race or
color. "

ing restrictions and preserving
their economic security in-to-

by developing super efficiency
managerial schemes that take
care of themselves while the
proprietors are in absentia.

I am sure that both develop-
ments have their merits and
that they are peculiar parts of
the evolution of metropolitan
city expansion in America But
the fact still remains that any
time the leadership in a democ-

racy gets too remote from the
rank and file, additional prob-
lems develop. In fact, that
"AIN'T" the way to develop
democracy but it is the way to
multiply confusion and misun-
derstanding.

SUBSCRIBE NOW
i
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The present drive for a City
Management form of govern-
ment is giving rise to a great
many interesting thoughts in
the minds of the imaginative.
And to have these thoughts
does not imply bias either one
way or the other.

I have personally listened to
a great many reactions on both
sides of the issue but no one
has interested me more than a
young man's that involved the
paraphrasing of a slogan that
helped to build a whole section
of America. It was "Go West
Young Man", which this young
man suggested has now been
changed to "Go Suburban
Young Man".

And I am convinced that he
has something there for the
urban populations have been go-

ing for this trend in a big way
in the last 25 years. Only it is
not so much the young people,
primarily because they canqtot
afford to move out and second
they do not want to be too re-
mote from the city. But the
middle age group, that has done
pretty well in both leadership
ability and financially have
been swept away with the idea.

So now a large segment of our
city populations are now known
as commuters. They are people
who make their daily bread and
butter within the walls of the
city during the day and then
rush madly to the suburbans at
sun-dow- n. To the suburban
and oblivion, as far as the care
of the day and the city are
concerned.

All of which is not a bad
idea for comfort and relaxation
good for a democratic sense of
but psychologically not too
responsibility, as far as the en-
vironment in which they con-

duct their business is concerned.

Why? Well, at first of all,
suburban life, while peaceful
and generally well ordered, is
usually a prety restricted sort
of life in many ways. It can
easily be socially, economically,
politically and religiously,
straight laced and conservative
to a painful degree. And usual-
ly it is not overfriendly to any-foreig- n

invasion of its peace
and tranquility, by such groups
as Catholics, Negroes, Labor
and Jews. And it does not mat-
ter what your social or economic
status may be. ,

So, these suburbanites get to
know less and less about more
and more that pertains to the
great rank and file of their city
dwelling fellowmen, which at-

titude is natural, because they
get only passing impressions of
them for a few hours every day
in the conduct of their business.

Thus the mind of the sub-

urbanite confines itself pretty
well to shuttling between two
points of interest. Maintaining
the peace and quiet of their
suburban environment through
high property values and zon- -

glaring military failures and a
complete repudiation of the
theory of racial separation for
success in a democratic nation.

The blame for this failure in
the face of action is not to be
laid at the door of Negro men,
or is it to deny the outstanding
bravery of individual Negro
soldiers. IT SIMPLY PROVES
CONCLUSIVELY THAT NO
RACIAL GROUP IN A DE
MOCRACY CAN BE OSTRA-
CIZED AND TREATED AS
PARIAHS AND GENERATE
THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE
AND REAL SERVICE FOR
THE COMMON GOOD. It all
has to be done together, or the
final result will be generally
disastrous.

The people of the United
States expended millions of dol-
lars creating these military mis-name- rs

in isolation. They were
created with a great deal of
fanfare and posed as the golden
opportunity afforded a group
to prove itself. But from their
very inception they were fail-
ures and ended in needless
death and waste.

As it so often the case, it was
conceived, of in terms of sheer
emotionalism with an utter dis-

regard for the psychological
implications or previous envir-
onmental experiences- - of the
men to he worked with. For in
the first instance, they all came
into these outfits with psycho-
logical, educational and envir-
onmental defects. They had all
lived in atmospheres where
their citizenship development
had been blunted by the vicious-nes- s

of segregation and dis-
crimination. Many had become
resigned to white arrogance;
some habituated to a different
citizenship status and still oth-
ers whose educational stand-
ards were so low, that they were
totally unfit to absorb special- -

Tint ntinvp all nt.hpr ponsidera- -

tions it was impossible to inject
high morale and a sense of sac-

rifice into such men as a unit,
for combat service. TO THEM
IT WAS NOT .WORTH THE
PRICE !


