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Q. What Is the difference be-

tween apprenticeship training and
on the job training? -

A. Apprenticeship training is
governed in accordance with
standards and practices of the pro-
gram relative to wages, hours of
work, and length of, course of
training. On the job training does
not have to conform to these
standards.

XXX
Q. Is it true that a disabled vet-

eran taking vocational training
under Public Law 16 can extend
his course beyond a four year

REVIVING THE GOOD OLE DAYS

Everytime one picks up a newspaper or magazine these days,
they are confronted with some sentimental drivel about the
onAi ftlo Hn-o-- nnrl how imnerative it is that the people of the
countrv be redirected in their thinking to that era. Organiza Send qoestlont witli stamped envelope to THe Veterans Friend,

Public Itoletions Department. Disabled Americas Veterans, Suite 2S0I. II South
U Salts St., Chicefo 3. III.

tions are springing into being in all of our cities, towns and
hamlets to foster this inclination to turn the hands of the clock
of progress back to those days.

It is high time that the individual citizens of the nation began
to do a little thinking about the merits of this great American
crusade. For to the best of our knowledge it has always been
an accepted fact that progress means going ahead and not back-
ward. Then why is it that we must now turn back to 150 years
ago in order to get the necessary

io-fi- ir ns wa hav( hfipn able to
interested in retrogression, are
and desperately anxious to maintain the status-quo- . iney are
the people who during the nourishing days of rugged individ
ualism had all the better things

The system that maintained such an undemocratic mirage was
constantly breaking down, all during the good ole days. And
the people who bore the brunt of these periodic breakdowns,
were the poor ana economically

Then the good ole days eventually came to great grief in
1929 when the bottom dropped out ot our entire economic sjs
tern. The sponsors of this great American system of rugged in
dividualism were helpless and panic stricken.

In the midst of this crisis, a man stepped into the picture who
was destined to be one of the greatest Americans in history. It

Influenza

Most of us remember the
"flu" epidemic which swept the
world in 1918, bringing tragedy
to many homes in the period
just after the first world war.
Some of us remember that many
people we knew died . of ' the
flu and that the epidemic

killed more people than the war
itself. Influenza is apt to oc-

cur in epidemics because it
makes a periodic return, in cy
cles of years and spreads very
quickly. The average incuba-
tion period is only two days.

Scientists predicted a high
iucidence of influenza this win-
ter because the cycles of past
epidemics, both major and mi-

nor, pointed to such a develop-
ment. Although epidemics of
major diseases do tend to occur
in cycles, predictions based on
such cycles are by no means
exact.

Influenza is caused by a virus,
a germ too small to be seen by
an ordinary microscope. The
influenza virus attacks the lin-

ing cells of the nose and throat.
The disease usually starts with
moderate fever, headache, gen-
eral pains and marked prostra-
tion, which may be accompan-
ied by a sore throat or symp-
toms of an ordinary cold. It is
sometimes complicated by pneu
monia, bronchitis, or pleurisy
and empyema.

Since influenza is so highly
infectious, and comes on so sud-
denly, it is wise to isolate the
patient as soon as possible.
Old people especially should be
guarded against any contact
with anyone who has influenza,
since they are less likely to sur-
vive the disease than younger
people. Children should also be
carefully protected, since they
seem more susceptible to the di-

sease than adults.
Although the course of influ-

enza itself is brief, convales-
cence takes a long time, some-
times week or months. To pre-
vent the possibility of a relapse
with all its complications, pa-
tients are kept in bed for some
weeks after the fever has dis-

appeared. Because a feeling of
emotional depression is one of
the inevitable aftermaths of the
disease, pleasant surroundings
are essential to compete recov-
ery.

The "flu" epidemic predicted
for this winter was less severe
than the 1918 one. This may
be due in part to the recent de-

velopment of a vaccine an im-

munizing agent produced by in-

jecting influenza virus into
chick embryos. The vaccine is,
of course, a preventive measure,
not a cure, and is effective only
if taken before one gets the dis-
ease.

Your family doctor is the best
judge of whether you should
have the influenza vaccine. Be-
cause he knows your general
susceptibility to respiratory

how you live and
work, he can determine the
proper time to protect you
against influenza.

In the next article, the com-
mon cold will be discussed.

A. It is true in the case of the
veteran whose disability is such
that a four year period of training
will not restore him to employ abil-
ity. The Veterans Administrator
can allow this veteran an exten-
sion of training.

XXX
Q. Can a veteran with Impaired

vision obtain a reader at the ex-

pense of the government while at-
tending school?

A. Yes. The Veterans Adminis-
tration will provide reader service
for World War II veterans with
visual impairment' who are taking
vocational training. Vol. S. Na u

ently his skill developed rapid-
ly and the urge to become a
really great player became im-

portant. He spent long hours
on the courts, coaxed profes- -

sionals for lessons, entered tour
naments and was beaten, prac-
tised some more and entered
other tournaments. Then, while
in college he took a match
from Schroeder and felt that
he was on the way. The war
came along and he found him-
self in' the army and, after a
year in the ranks, he made Cv
C. S. He was commissioned and
sent to the South Pacific with
an infantry outfit. In an oper-
ation on Moratai a Japanese
grenade exploded too close and
he went home from work that
night on a stretcher. . In the
hospital it was found that the
shrapnel in left side had done,
no permanent injury, but his
right knee pained, and he had
not been hit there. After ship--,
ping from hospital to hospital
for month, a doctor on Leyte
discovered that the knee cap
was shattered and performed an
operation. The pain eased but
the leg action was not complete-
ly normal and his tennis career
was probably over. He wanted
badly to get home to good doc-
tors and hospitals.

For six months we lived to-

gether, shared boxing matches,
shows, ball games, and poked
into native Batangas. We drank
warm, canned beer, opened with
studied technique to avoid the
splash. There were evenings
that we lay on our cots and
watched the sunset and when
the lush pageant of rich,tropical
color across the western sky be-
came almost unbearable in its
intense beauty, one of us might
say, 'Let's go, my jeep is out- -

xide And, without comment or
question, the other would fol-
low to vehicle headed for tile.,
road through the filth of war's
devastation and past the docks,
to drive slowly along the beach
and watch the last rays of the
glorious setting sun "drop into
the Pacific.

I remember the morning that
Tex left. We had never talked
much about race. Not evading
it in any shamed, embarassed
way ; just that neither of us had
thought much about it. . But in ;

'vCont. on Page 11)

was Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
changes in our economic action
we feel is directly responsible
rAtiirn to t.h ood ole davs.
in the street why he was experiencing these periodic hardships
and what his basic rights involved.

He carried the people to what
He not only made them vocal,
ing their opinions.

Now that great figure has passed from the picture and the
vested interests of America are feverishly involved, trying to

SWETTING IT OUT

By Ed Swett

The night that Tex walked in
the rain was making a racket
on tarpaulin like Spike Jones
gone native. All Luzon was
wet, disagreeable, and un-

friendly and so was I. That
particular night, if a poor un-
fortunate G. I. had asked me,
as a Red Cross counselor, what
to do about his troubled home
situation, I should probably
have told him, to keep walking
east until he came to a river.
Then this rangy, blond stranger
waded in and I saw the 'Texas'
painted on his val-pa- k. I bad
been raised in just the normal
atmosphere of prejudice com-
mon to an American youth and
it had never occured to me that
I had more than my share. But
all I could remember at that
moment was that the statistics
prove that if all the citizens of
Texas were laid end to end it
would be a step in the right di-

rection.. Fate and the billeting
office had decided that we were
to live together; so we intro-
duced ourselves curtly and went
.to bed.

I woke the next morning feel-
ing as if I had had a nightmare
before I remembered that' the
bad dream had moved in, with
luggage. "We had to exchange
morning greetings because we
were not on sufficiently friend-
ly terms to keep decently si-

lent until after coffee, but we
remained as cool and distant as
a Byrd expedition. It wasn't
until that evening when Gre-gori- o,

the orderly, was trying
to explain a phase of 'Filipino
custom' in his own amusing id-
iom " that the mutual chuckles
caught us with our prejudices
down. After that we showered
and changed and went to chow
together.

Tex was' one of those silent
men who go on periodic talking
jags. During these periods, us-

ually at night when the glow
of my eigarette showed that I
was awake, Tex gradually ex-

pressed the things that were
close to him. He came from a
small town and, early in his
boyhood, a visiting state cham-
pion had inspired him with a
desire to play tennis. Appar

undo all of the things that Roosevelt did. They feel that the

inspiration to carry oni
determine, the forces that are

those who are fearful of change

oi me.

aisinneritea.

He not only invoked sweeping
but he did something else that
for this present enthusiasm to
He tausrht the ordinary citizen

many like to call, left of center.
but extremely active m express

i

purely fanciful thinking, for

stand up in Congress and ask to

greed of the average American

American public can be forced

past that the average American
never to ' experience again. "We

that is bright and all encom
understanding.

way of life that he preached was not the
k good ole American

way of doing business and they want to dispel all those ideas
from the minds of the people.

To say these things is not just
all the present national signs point thatway. Nor is it beyond
the realm of possibilities for these forces to be at least tempor
arily successful. For when OPA was scuttled, that was part of
it; when a powerful lobby works for the removal of rent ceil-

ings, that is another segment in the effort ; the three million dol
lars that the National Manufacturers Association plans to
spend in 1947 to bring the public mind back right of center is
some more; the white primaries in Georgia is another brick in
the structure ; and when men
have the reciprocal trade agreements wiped out, that is more.

And as hard as it is to make the admission, the peg upon
which this great wave of reactionarism can depend for success,
is the personal selfishness and
citizen. Basically he still believes in rugged individualism with
the possibility of his achieving material affluence and prestige:
And while he will still make certain sentimental gestures in
contributing to the Mile

'
O'Dimes or the Red Cross, at heart he
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IS iar more interested in nis personal weuare aiiu giury.
With this one weakness, the

back step by step into a superficial glorification of a past that
was not truly democratic. A
citizen should fight desperately
do not want anymore of the sorrow and suffering of the good
ole days; we want a
passing with human welftxe and


