
THE LABOU STANDARD, JANUARY, 101O,

MUTUAL Pfi I 0NMABE PANTSUNI
Labor Called to Resist Steel
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recommend that this manifesto be
made a special order in all central
labor organizations at the first meet-

ing in January, 1910.
"We recommend that the executive

council of the American Federation of
Labor issue a circular to all unions of
America appealing for financial con-

tributions to aid the striking iron, steel
and tin plate workers. We further
recommend that the amount of such
contribution should not be less than 10
cents per member.

"In view of the great wrongs perp-
etrated by the United States Steel cor-

poration, not only against the workers,
but the public generally, we recom-

mend that a committee be appointed
by this conference to wait upon the
president of the United States, the
president of the United States senate,
the speaker of the house of represent-
atives and such members of either
house of congress as may be deemed
advisable for the purpose of laying
before them the grievances from which
labor suffers at the hands of this cor-

poration.
"At the instance of the United States

Steel corporation officers of local, mu-

nicipal and state governments have
unwarrantably tyrannized over citi-
zens, invading the constitutionally
guaranteed right of free assemblage
and free speech.

"We recommend that committees be
appointed by this conference to wait
upon the governors of states and such
other official representatives of coun-
ties and municipalities as are in con-

trol where the United States Steel cor-

poration has plants located for the
purpose of presenting to these officials
the great wrongs inflicted upon the
people of these communities and that
the committers demand an investiga-
tion and whore charges made are sub-
stantiated by evidence the officers re-

sponsible therefor be removed and the
wrongs immediately righted.
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LABOR GOSSIP.
1 1 Want to P Hands!lace in Your

A COPY of what I believe to be the ideal National Hymn,
together with 150 other songs fast becoming popular. Send h

All Lovers of Liberty Appealed to For
Moral and Financial Support Sug-

gestion as to Raising Funds All
Workers Asked to Contribute.

War was formally declared upon the
United States Steel corporation by
leaders of organized labor throughout
the United States and Canada at the
recent conference at Pittsburg, which
was presided over by Samuel Gom-per- s.

The grievances of organized la-

bor against the steel corporation as
set forth in a resolution have been for-

warded to President Taft and the
United States senate and house of rep-
resentatives. The governors of the
states in which the trust owns plants
or has interests "will also receive copies.
The resolution says in part:

"A crisis in the affairs of labor has
arisen. The gigantic trust, the United
States Steel corporation, is using its
great wealth and power in an effort to
rob the toilers of their right of Amer-
ican manhood and of the opportunity
to resist its further encroachments.

"Grown rich by the consent of the
people of our country, this corporation
in its mad greed for still greater riches
sweeps aside, makes and unmakes law,
its enactors and executors, and is now
engaged in an effort to destroy the
only factor, the organizations of its
employees, standing between it and
unlimited, unchecked and unbridled
industrial, political, social and moral
carnage, i

I t 1 1 . ft ex: 13 aay virile povver in
our time and life to check the abso-

lute autocratic domination of civic, in-

dustrial and political life of our people
and our republic it must be found in
the indomitable will and mission of
the much misunderstood and misrep-
resented organizations of labor.

"The United States Steel corporation
has declared war on labor. In its se-

cret councils this corporation has de-

creed that the only obstacle to its com-

plete sway, organized labor, shall be
crushed. The labor organizations con-

sist of its employees, the workers, their
wives and little ones, human flesh and
b'ood. It is by their labor that they
live. They have no purpose other than
safeguarding their lives, their charac-
ter, their future, the safety of the re-

public and humanity.
"These factors now confront each

other. By their purposes, attitude and
actions must they be judged.

"On June 1, 1909, the United States
Steel corporation proclaimed its decree
of hostility toward labor. The right
of the workers to associate for their
common protection was no longer to be

recognized or tolerated.
"Accompanying that decree was a

notice of a further reduction in the al-

ready scant wages of the workers.
The decree went into effect July 1,

1909.
"We therefore urge that an earnest

effort be made to thoroughly organize
all employees in the iron, steel and tin
plate industry and subsidiary corelat-e- d

trades.
"Owing to the immediate pressing

necessity caused by the present strike
and the indefensible hostile attitude
of the United States Steel corporation
we earnestly call upon all national and
international unions of America to
eend at least one organizer to assist
in this work. "We further urge and
recommend that in all places where
mills are located the central labor or-

ganizations appoint special committees
with instructions to co-oper- in this
work. For educational purposea we
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The machinists have decided to ac-

cept transfer cards of members of the
craft who come here from foreign
lands, providing the cards show the
holder to be in good standing at the
time.

John Burns, the British labor leader,
suggests that working hours should be
internationally adjusted, inasmuch as
the labor of every nation is in direct
competition with that of every other
nation.

The California legislature has passed
a bill prohibiting any one not entitled
to do so from wearing a button of any
labor union or from carrying a union
card without being an actual member
of the union.

The new scale of the Sheet Metal
Workers' union of Boston calls for a
wage of $3.75 a day on Jan. 1 and $4
on and after June 1 next. The pres-
ent wage is $3.60 a day. Nearly all
employing firms have signed the new
scale.

The imperial statistical bureau in
Berlin has published the result of a
census taken of all the professions,
trades and occupations in the German
empire. The complete list includes
15.01G items. It is regarded as a re-

markable growth of specialization.
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"The Dignity of Labor."
The paeans that are perpetually sung

to the dignity, honesty and worth of
manual labor by our ministers, teach-
ers and politicians are natural and, In
a way, sincere enough, for it is recog-
nized that if there were none to do
the hard labor there would be no ease
and comfort for the retainers. But for
all the honesty, dignity and worth of
his toil the manual laborer is com-

monly looked upon as a socially inferio"
being. W. J. Ghent In "Mass and
Class." Job Printing -- At THE LABOR STANDARD Office


