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LITERARY MISCELLANY.

A CHA.1IBEK M'KVK.

Site rose from her untroubled sleep,

And put aside her soft brown hair,
And, in a tone a low and deep

Ai love's first whisper, breathed a pr.iver.
Her snow-whit- e hands together prcss'd

Her blue eye shelter'd in its lid

The folded linen on her breast

Just swelling with the charm it hid ;

And from her long and flowing dress

Escaped a bare and slender foot,

Whose fall upon the earth did press
fiikc a snow-whit- e flake, soft and rnut" ;

And there from slumber soft and warm,

Like a youn spirit fresh from heaven.

Nhc bowed her li;ht And graceful form,

And humbly prayed to be forgiven.

Oh (Jod! if soft's a unsoiled as these

Need daily mercy ut thy throne

If she, upon her bended knees,

Our loveliest and our purest one

She, with a face so clear and bright,
We deem her some stray child of light,

If she, with those soft eyes in tears,
Day after dy, in her first years,

Must kneel and pray far grace from Thr.e,

What far, far deeper need have we 1

How hardly, if she win not heaven.

Will our wild errors be forgiven !

PERU, Ji-L- lSih, 1810.

ftcnlhmen : In answer to your request for a

copy of the oration delivered by me on the 4th of
July, 1S40, I have to say that, notwitliHtauuing

I am fully aware of its imperfections, having been

nble to devote but few hours to its preparation,
I do nit feel myself at liberty to refuse it. Hoping
that the reader may hold it in better estimation
than I do myself, I herewith transmit you a copy.

Respectfully,

Your obei'iant servant,
W. CIIIjMASJJKO.

Messrs. John Johvstox,
i. t

J os ii r a Baowx,

Oration delivered by William (iitminwrro,
lq., nt llouirr, July 1, I MO.

FricnJs and Fellow Citizens:
Sixly-fou- r 5 cars have elapsed since a

venerable assemblage of our forefathers
convened in Philadelphia, and promulga-
ted to the world (hose noble sentiments of
freedom contained in our celebrated De-

claration of Independence ; sentiments,
the uttering of which, at that time, was at
the risk of a most ignominious death, and
which, if unsuccessfully sustained, would
have doomed the authors to infamy and
disgrace sentiments which, now they
have been successfully sustained and act-

ed on, have raised our country to the high-

est pinnacle of celebrity and ' honor, and
made it a beacon light to guide all, who,
tired of the despotisms under which
rope now groans, hear in their breasts
one kindred feeling with freemen, to a
home, where it is the glorious boast, that
we arc all of one family all free, equal,
and independent : sentiments, which have
shaken the thrones of tyrants to their base,
and threatened the trembling occupants
with destruction ; sentiments, which
crowned heads have heard with terror,
and which even the most ardent lovers of
liberty had scarcely dared to hope would
be successful. But the time had at length
arrived when the accumulated wrongs and
oppression of the British government had
rendered forbearance no longer a virtue ;

when all were ready to exclaim in the
words of Henry, "Give me liberty, or
give me death when men would suffer
the infamy of being stigmatized as rebels,
and pour out their hearts' blood like water,
rather than longer submit to the tyranni
cal oppression of the British government

a government which could not under
stand their wants, and which, notwith-
standing the most calm and respectful re
monstrances and the most humble peti
tions, continued to shower down like hail
upon the colonics those very grievances
for a relief from which they were implor-
ing. The Colonists had raised the voice

of supplication. For wanton outrage and
indignity they had returned expostulation
and memorial, but without avail. Locust

twarms of hireling mTCfnari3 wrrc Jftit

to awe them into submission. The fair
face of our land was marred by the pol
lution of their foul footsteps ; our roast
was surrounded by hostile fleets our
ports were blockaded all commerce stop
ped and ere a sword had been drawn by
the Americans, or a hand raised in defence
of their liberties. They were declared re
bels, fnrti'icaUons were erected by the
British in our largest cities, and the sol
diers sent to occupy them outnumbered
the citizens. The sword was nnsheathed
in the land, and our pure streams were en
sanguined by the blood of the innocent,
and what had they to hope for 1 Where
now were they to obtain that redress
which had been denied them by their op
pressors ? What now remained for them
to do ? But one of two things either to
set supinely under the torturing lash and
acknowledge that they were tlavcs, or to
rise majestic, clothed in the garb of truth,
with full reliance on God and the justice
of their cause-- at the risk of their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honors
assert their liberties, to resist to the death,
and to die as freemen rather than to live
as slaves with a knowledge that "a day,
an hour of irtuous liberty, is worth a
whole eternity of bondage." The latter
alternate e was adopted, and an astonished
world beheld a poorly fed and worse clad
handful of freemen, whom they had been
taught to look upon as cowards, battling
successfully against one of the most pow-
erful nations in the world for those great
cardinal truths contained in our celebrated
Declaration of Independence, and forcing
them reluctantly to acknowledge the pow
er of truth and justice, when inserted by
ii people who knew no wish but that of
freedom, w ho breathed no aspiration but
that ol libertv.

With such men, professing such princi
ples, and adhering to them unwaveringly
under hardships and privations unparalcl-lc- d

in the--tnual- s of history, contention
was useless, and, after the expenditure of
much blood and treasure, England gave up
the vain contest, and America was ac-

knowledged as an independent republic
by the whole civilized world. At that
time gloomy were the forebodings and
ominous the prophesies of its speedy
downfall. But the virtue of the American
people has triumphantly proved the falsity
of the prediction. It has been shown
that an enlightened people arc capable of
governing themselves.

Sixty-fou- r years have passed away
since the United Suites were declared to
be free and independent, and the hvppi-ws- s

it virtue of the people are proverbial.
The stand she then took in the list of na-

tions has been nobly maintained ; and the
pledges she made to the world have been
amply and fully redeemed. Each suc-

ceeding year as it dawns upon us but wit-

nesses the increasing strength of our re
public, which has now ceased to be called
an experiment.

I will not detain this audience with a

recapitulation of the injuries and oppres-
sions w hich led to the separation of the
colonies from the Uritish government.
The path has been often trod before. Abler
pens have written, and abler voices than
mine have been raised on this subject,
with power suflicient

"To stir si fever in the blood of a.c,
And nmkc an infant's sinews strong as steel."

No American can be ignorant of the
causes which led to the establishment of
a country of freedom and a home for the
oppressed of the world. The pen of the
historian has over and over acrain portray
ed the events of the Revolution. The
orator's tongue never tires of dwelling,
and the poet's pen lingers fondly upon
these themes, as if unwearied with the
happy and noble task of chronicling the
triumph of right over power, and handin
dow n to posterity the names and glorious
deeds of those men who achieved our in-

dependence, led by a Washington to
"crimson glory and undying fame ;" and
for this reason will I pass over those
events, and turn your attention for a few

moments to the blessings we enjoy, and
which are the result of the institutions
under which wc live, and, also, to the
means necessary for the preservation of
those blessings.

America may truly be called the most
happy rountrv in the world. The ad

vantages of education are open to all
classes ; the people are industrious and
enterprising; and the press here has a
power which no country but our own can
boast of. By it the vices of our rulers are
reproved with the utmost severity ; their
deviation from the path of rectitude point
ed out and held up to public view with
minute exactness; and they are admonish-
ed that, although for a few short years
they may rulo over those who have vo
luntarily raised them to their places of
power, their race will be short as the term
for which they were elected to serve the
people, if they prove unfaithful to the
mist which has been confided to them.

And although error may for a short time
blind us into a belief that it is right, the
intelligence of the people, aided by the
thousands of sentinels at the bend of the
newspaper press continually on the alert
to point out error in our administration,
and even to cc it where none actually ex
ists, will not suffer us long to remain in
darkness with such safeguards. Error can
never long prevail amongst us, and de-

signing men are taught in language not to
be misunderstood, that honesty in politics
as well as in other things is the best poli
cy. Once in four years is judgment pans
ed upon the acts of our rulers, and each in-

dividual citizen, without fear of punish
ment and unactualed by any hope of per
sonal reward or aggrandizement at the
ballot boxes, casts his vote of condemna
tion or approval of a previous administra
tion, and they, trembling in their seats,
dare not but be honest and faithful to the
interests of those w ho have called them to
watch over them. As a means of intelli-
gence our papers are of incalculable value.
Their number and cheapness place them
in the reach of all who would stretch out
their hands to receive them. Even those
who run may read and become informed
through them of all that has transpired in
the political w orld. The w orld of science
and the arts even the backwoodsman,
hundreds of miles from civilization is

better informed in relation to our govern-

ment than thousands of men living in the
metropolises of Europe arc of the despot
isms under which they groan ; our books
and papers are sent to every quarter of the

globe, giwng light to thousands who
otherwise would not hear of liberty, and

imparting warmth to the hearts of all who
feel lliPt man was born to be free ; our
political movements are anxiously watch
ed and dreaded by every crowned head
in Europe ; and, as link after link of the
hideous chain of tyranny and oppression
is exposed to view, the world is actively
engaged in striking them from their limbs
as fast as discovered ; and in time a
short time it is no vain or idle prophe-
sy, to say that the people of all nations
will know their rights, and knowing, dare
to maintain them, and to America will be
the glory of having been the first in mo-

dern times to proc laim to the w orld, that
a people can only be free and happy
when each individual, no matter how
humble his condition, has an interest and
a voice in the councils of his rulers, and
feels that he is their Cijual.

Since, then, our institutions are so va
luable, and the blessings wc derive from
them are so great, it may not here be out
cf place to consider on the means neces-
sary to preserve and hand them down to
our descendants as perfect as we ourselves
have received them.

It is a well Known and melancholy
fact, that all governments have had their
rise, decline, and fall. Koine, imperial
Jtonie, 'which sal on her seven hills and
from her throne of beauty ruled the
w orld, and Greece, "sad relic of depart
ed worth, immortal though 110 more"
where are they ? They live but in histo
ry ; their pow er has passed away like a
dream, and wc know them but in name ;

"Obliww wil! steal silently the remnant of their
fame.

IJeKide the eternal Nile i!;e pyramids have risen.
Mile shall pursue his changeless way, those py-

ramids shall fall,
Yea, not a stone shall stand to tell the spot

' whereon they stood;
Their very site shall be forgotten, as is their

builder's name."

History proves that all nations have had
the ir rise and downfall. Some have ex
isted for a longer time than others. It is
true, some have withstood the shock for
centuries, while others have passed
through an ephemeral existence of but few
days' duration ; and republics, especially,
have been of short duration. But our own
republic dilfers from all others that have
ever existed, and upon the intelligence,
industry, and virtue of the people, it may
rest with a well founded hope that it will
be perpetual. But what is necessary to
ensure a continuance ol it ?

In the first place, I consider that it is
necessary that wc should form habits of
industry, economy, and sobriety, without
which no people can be happy or virtuous.
It cannot be denied that luxury is one of
the most ruinous vices that a people can
indulge in. It is ruinous alike Id body
and mind. When we revert back, and
seek for the causes hich have aided in
the dowfall of nations, w c sec amongst
them luxury stand pre-emine- Its ap-

proaches are silent, but no less certain.
Let us, then, discard it as the mod deadly
enemy of freedom. Let us not only by
precept, but by example, recommend eco
nomy in all things, and, most especially.
in articles of foreign luxury In our own
laud we find all the necessaries and most
of the luxuries of life. W hy, then, shook
we impoverish ourselves to enrich foreign
nations T

What, it may be asked, is the cause 0
the great pecuniary embarrassment under

which we are now labouring ? Why is it
that every individual in this land is now
suffering under the convulsive throes of a
pecuniary revulsion T What but want of
economy but the inordinate desire show-
ed by all classes of the Community to be-

come rich at once without giving a proper
equivalent of industry for the wealth they
expected to obtain by speculations the
most extravagant ever entered into in any
age or country besides our own T If eve-

ry one who, after years since, quit a lu-

crative business w here the gains, if slow,
were sure, had become the rich man he
anticipated, the world would scarce have
sufficed to contain the riches which would
have been accumulated. The consequence
naturally was, from the sudden and utter
stagnation of productive industry, that an
immense amount of foreign goods were
imported into the United States, not wheat
enough was raised for home consumption,
and an immense foreign debt contracted
in favor of Europe, which yet remains
unpaid.

There is no doubt, that pecuniary em
barrassment has a deleterious effect on the
moral character of individuals. It deadens
the moral energies and faculties of man,
destroys gradually all sense of honor, and
renders him incapable of enjoying happi-
ness or liberty. If, then, we would retain
our independence, wc must repress this
fond desire, this anxious longing for rich-

es without expending the industry and
toil necessary in ordinary times to obtain
them. Wc must be economical, live
within our means, till our own land, raise
our own grain, manufacture our own
wearing apparel, and, in fine, live a

much as possible within ourselves, and
we must be prosperous, we must be
happy.

But one of the chief means to perpetu
ate the blessings wc enjoy, is to support
our colleges, academies, and schools by
every means in our power, to increase
their number, and place? their advantages
in the reach of all lroin the rich to the
most humble, so that all may drink of the
waters of Know ledge at the same spring.
W here each man has a voice 111 his go-

vernment, how important it is that his
mind should be informed and cultivated ;

how important is it that the light tS know-

ledge should be generally diffused amongst
us, that it should be extended from the in-

mates of the palace to the cottage of the
humblest individual in our fivorcd land.
Fo yen, parents, is committed this orcat
trust ; nj)on your descendants do we place
our reliance. In your breast remains it to
decidq, whether your children shall be
virtuous, happy, and intelligent by afford-

ing them these aids to advancement in the
paths of virtue and honor; or whether,
under the blasting effects of ignorance,
you will doom them to infamy and dis
grace, now great, then, the responsibili-
ty you have upon you ! I know, when I

gaze around on this assemblage, that these
remarks might well be spared. I am con-
vinced, and I thank God for it, that these
remarks arc little needed. All arc, I know,
satisfied that education is an incentive to
noble action, and adds an impetus to in
dustry, which nothing else can. The
poor man then will not remain in igno-
rance, when he feels that his single vote
(be it cast for good or ill) may be the
means of the perpetuation or destruction
of the principles which he holds to be cor
rect.

It is otherwise in despotic governments.'
where the poor man has no voice, where
all power is in the hands of the aristocra-
cy of nobles, where the nod of a despot is
the law of the laud. What interest has
the poor man there in becoming convers
ant with the government, where his voice
can neither be of avail in preventing wrong
or in redressing it ; where whatever know ¬

ledge he may acquire but shows him the
more forcibly the abjerlness of his condi-
tion ? He feels the truth of the old max-
im, "When ignorance is bliss, 'tij folly to
be wise," and groans and sweats under a
weary life, until death relieves him from
his burden. But in America, happy land !

it is different. It is the interest of both
(he rulers and the ruled, that the people
should be enlightened, that knowledge
should have wide spread through our
land ; that the general influence of educa-
tion should be felt by all alike, warming
into existence, as it does in a free people,
those high objects for which man was
created, ushering into full life and activi
ty the cause of morality, purity, and
virtue, and, consequently, adding to our
happiness. Education to the free mm is,
in the words of Phillips, "a companion
which no misfortune can depress, no
clime destroy, no enemy alienate 5 nt
home a friend, abroad an introduction, in
solitude a solace, in society an ornament;

it chastens vice, it guides virtue, and
gives at once a grace and government to
geniu. Without it, what is a man ? a
splendid hve ! a reasoning s tvnge, vac- -

cillating befwen the dignity of an intelli

gence derived from God, and the degra-
dation of passions participated with brutes ;

and in the accident of their alternate as-

cendancy shuddering at the terrors of an
hereafter, or embracing the horrid hope
of annihilation.

Reverse the picture, and from a scone
of gloom, misery and degredation, we be-

hold the glorious sun of freedom shining
upon an enlightened upon a happy peo-
ple; he no longer rises to his course and
lights a race of slave his last beam no
longer falls upon a sla' e. Man is changed
from what he was he no longer bows
abjectly to the power of an hereditary
line of despots he becomes what his
Creator designed he should be, a free, a
happy being; he views all things with
a different eye; he no longer basks in
the sun like the beasts of the field, his
only gratification arising from the indul-

gence of his sensual passions, heedless of
all thnt passes before him; no longer
docs he rise from his couch to go reluc-

tantly to work, knowing that his earnings
will be wrested from him, to pamper the
luxuries of his oppressors, but with a
feeling of independence he rises cheerful-
ly to his labor, with the assurance that
what he acquires by the sweat of his brow
is his own, and cannot be taken from him
even to pay the taxes necessary to the
support of his government, without him
self having had a voice thro' his represen
tatives 111 the imposition of those taxes;
and in his hours of relaxation from toil,
he sits by his own hearth, and by reading
improves his mind and renders himself
capable of understanding and properly
appreciating the blessings which he en
joys, i ake aw ay tins leeling ot indepen
dence this interest in the government,
and you at once sap the very foundations
of industry, enterprise, virtue and morality

you destroy all incentive td noble exer
tion; vice and immorality raising llicir
hideous front, would stalk unblushingly
and triumphantly through our land, and
men's necks would again be prepared for

the yoke of bondage from which ages
have scarcely been able to redeem them.
Industry must be promoted, or the fabric
of our government be hewn in pieces, and
the land become a prey to all the horrors
of civil war, in the Attempts of designing
and unprincipled men to seize the power.
An industrious people alone can be virtu-

ous and pure, and in the purity and virtue
of the people is the greatest strength and
safety of a Republican Got eminent like
our own; destroy these, and the Republic
must fall and a Despotism take place.
The transition from one to the other is
easier by far than most people imagine, or
are willing to admit. Under the genius
of our fiee institutions, America has
already become one of the greatest com
mercial nations of the w orld. Every sea
has been whitened by the sails of Ameri-
can ships. Our star studded ensign is
treated w ith respect by all nations, and the
activity, enterprise and ingenuity of the
American people, are universally known
and acknowledged.

To the list of eminent men, what a
proud array of names has she added ! A
W ashtngton a man whose like was ne'er
b( fore beheld; in whose character his
enemies roulu not point out one stain;
whose name no patriot mentions without

inly emotion, and in whose hearts he
sits enthroned in all the majesty of virtue;
a man of w hom it was prounly ntid truly
said, "That he was lirst in war, first in
peace, and first in the hearts of his coun
trymen;" a man without r.mbhion, save
to serve his country; of spotless reputa
tion; inflexible integrity and unblemished
Virtue; respected by his enemies; beloved
by his friends; his deeds will never be
mentioned by posterity without gratitude,
or las name without emotion. Like Na
poleon, ho was instrumental in freeing his
country from a kingly pow er; but the com
parison here ends he freed not again to
enslave. The one filled the world with
the cries and lamentations of orphans and
widows, whom his inordinate ambition
had made desolate. How different the
other! A world of freemen prayed for the
success of his arms. Mothers armed
their children, and wives their husbands
to fight with htm for freedom; and when,
nfier successfully achieting a country's
libi rlv, he laid down his arms and retired
to a private station followed by the pray
ers and gratitude of a nation, who, through
his instrumentality, had been made happy.

I o bis name may be added those of
Franklin and Fulton, whose names re-

quire no panegyric. The one, the pro
found philosopher and upright sta'.rsman;
md to the ingenuity of the latter, arc wc
indebted exclusively for the art of steam
nn igation. A host of other names, great
and glorious in war, in science, and the
arts, might be enumerated; but these few--

are sufficient to make every American
heart glow with pride as he says, "I also
am an American C itizen.

On evidence of the enterprise of the

people is the wide spread of civilization" 'A

over the whole expanse of our vast con
tinent. 1 he Kockv Mountains have wit
nessed it no spot has been left untrod
no nook, however sequestered, unex-
plored. Gorgeous cities 1 lave riftoH 1

desert places; and where....a few short years
.1 tMnce me naunts ol wild beasts and the

ily Bavage alone could be found, mnv
now be seen cultivated fields and fine
tarnis. Truly has the wilderness and soli-
tary place become rind, nnrf iht A near- O J W Vi V KV. 1

been made to rejoice andblocsom like the
rose. No longer does the hardy settler
start from his midnight slumbers at 1

ing the shrill sound of the Indian war
hoop, and wake to find his dwelling ?n.

circled by the devouring flames his
! 1 tlie anu cmiurcn cruelly murdered befnrfi

liis eyes; no lonirer docs he rush fmh,
the thickening horrors, the dangers by
w men ne is enveloped, to meet perhaps

more cruel fate at the stake of hia ron.
tors, than the death which seemed to hirri
inevitable. No. all is happiness and in-
dustry. He goes to his rest at night,
with a certainty of protection from just
laws, convinced that his life and nronertv
are safe under the protection of wise irnv.
eminent and equal laws, which he him- -
elf has assisted in forming: and this alon

is to be attributed to the feeling of inde-
pendence and freedom which we enjoy;

uur armies have ever been successful
in war. Our navy has covered ituplf
with imperishable glory; and in peace the
most barren wastes and rurrircd nlaer-a- . hvDO I "Jthe industry of a hardy yeomanry, have
iiecome cultivated helds, teeming with the
uxuriance ol the crops they bear: The

sun shines

....O'er vales thut teem with .f.uttu. . .......rm.i!.unlit
t.:ii- -

limy,W hereon to gaze the heart with Joyancc fills.
It is a goodly sight to set

What Heaven hath done for this delicious land;
Whut fruits of fi 'tirmni'O Much nn AvnMi
What goodly proBjects o'er the hills expand."
Manufacturing establishments have snrunir
up in all parts of our land. Amcricm
skill hath clothed us in the most eostlr
fabrics of our own manufacture; and the
extensive rail roads and magnificent ca
nals, will remain lasting monuments of the
enterprise and activity of the American
people;

Hut oor own darling Westoun-l.- t nrt tri
be passed over without giving utterance
to the thoughts which must arise in the
mind cf every dweller in it, when he
hears it mentioned. And our own Stat.
our much bcleved Illinois, the Giant of
the est, intrudes itself more estr-iaHi- -

on our observation: We have a climate
unsurpassed for beauty in the world a
soil of unequalled fertility. ' No state in
the Liuon can boast of possessing" finer
land; or in the same number of acres of
territory, as much land which can be
brought under cultivation. But a few-yea-

back, and the broad and boundless"
1 rairies, which the eye aches with rrniinrf
on,
i rr

wire
i

tenanted
. .

alone
.
by the herds of

nunajo, which iorincr v ronmrrl
them. The richness of the soil, and the
beautiful aspect and apparent natural ad
vantages ol the country, induced tew in.
dividual to emigrateand the number of
inhabitants has now swelled to over half
a million.

l'he most striking features of our sintr.
are the boundless Prairies, stretching a--...

away on every side far as the eve can
reach, and covered with the most luxu-
riant verdure.
' Those are the gardens of the desert Tl.ese
i lie unshorn field", bjundless and beautiful,
And frcidi n the
1 he rraines! 1 behold them for th fint.
And niv heart swells, while thti1ilnt.nl
Takes in the encircling vastness. Lo! they stretch
m iiify unuuiaimns tar away,
As if ib.c ocean, in his gentlest swell,
Sto.iJ still, with all hi rounded billowi freed
And mcnlionlce fore-.cr- . Motionlest
No! they're all unchained agnin. The clouds
Stvrrnnver , ttw.ir .V, .nJ
1 he surface rolls and
Tl l t

fluctuates... .
to the .

eyes
uaix no.iow s seem to giula along, and chase
i c sunny nuges,

It is a country which the pen cannot de-

scribe. The naked truth can convey no
idea of its beautv. It must be seen to be i

appreciated.
V.'ho, with a feeling of patriotism in his

heart, can view our country its rising
greatness its immense natural advanta- - j
ges and boundless resources, without I
feeling a noble pride in being the citizen
of such a country, and an anxious solici- -
tud5 to preserve uneontaminatcd. the-geniu-s

cf our free institutions; and on this I

day the natal morn of a country's free--
dom, are we not called upon especially to '

f

rejoice, and re-ec- from horc to shore ;

the glad shouts of the millions cf frscmeu ;

who nro now raising throughout this great
country the voice of exultation, until the I
sound shall be conveyed to tho utmost',
bounds of the earth, until at last &s it re- -;

cedes farther and farther, becoming more
faint as the distance increases, it shall die i

away on the portals of Heaven. ; 1

"This day," said one of the signers in a !

letter written on the day after the Decla--
ration of Independence is dated: "ought'

I
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