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GEORGE F. WEAVER & JOHN HISE,

Canal Street, nearly opposite the Mansion lUise.

terms :

Two dollars and fifty cent per annum, if ud in

advance; Tl.ree dollars if not paid before the expi-rntin- ii

nf thn first nix months: And three dollars

and twenty-fiv- e cents if delayed until the end of
the year.

Advertisements inserted at $1 per square Tor

the. first inertia i, an 1 25 cuts fx each nt

insertion. A liberal discount made to

those who advertise by the year.
All communications, to ensure attention, must

I post puid.
JOB WORK

Of every description, executed in tli neatest r,

at the usual prices.

Ottawa is the scut of justice of I. a Salle
county ; is situated at the junction of the Fox river
with the Illinois, 2!)0 miles, by water, from Saint
Louis, and mid-wa- y between Chicago and Peoria.
The population of Ottawa is about one thousand.

President Van Huron's Letter to
the citizens onauville, Ills.

Danville, 111. May 23, 1840.
Sir : Yon arc now before the people of

llie United States for We
claim it as the privilege of citizens, to pro-

pose for your consideration and answer
the folio wing1 interrogatories :

1st. If should a hill pass
Congress abolishing slavery in the District
of Columbia, would you oppose the law ?

2d. Do you approve of pre-empti-

laws !

3d. Did you, or not, as a member of
the "Convention of Amendments, for
amending the Constitution of the state of

"to restrict the right of voting to white ci

tizens ?"
4th. Did you, or not, vote in the same

convention to allow negroes who were
worth two hundred and fifty dollars, the
right of voting f

- 5th. Did you, or not, advocate in the
same convention a property qualification
as necessary for all electors ?

.i. i i i .1.v Kin. Jiu you, or noi, in uie same con- -

vention, propose ana. auvocate we princi-
ple of justices being appointed by the go-

vernors?
7th. Have you examined "Holland's

Life of Van Huron," of date 1835, and if
so, is it a faithful and true hostory of your
political opinions.

Respectfully,
Your obedient humble servants,

W. 1TTIIIAN,
GEORGE MAY,
MICHAEL CLINE,
WM. McKIUBER,
WILLIAM WRIGHT,
JAMES PARMEll,
J. C. ALEXANDER,
MILTON LESLEY,
ADAM SILLAVENT,
D. II. REED,
WM. J. MOORE,
SAM'L. PARTLOW.

M. Van Btren, President U. S.

Washington, August 29, 1810.
G uxti.kman : I informed you, upon the

receipt of your letter, propounding to mc
several questions, that I would reply to
them in full season foi the object you had

'in view. I now proceed to do so.
Your first question seeks information

ns to the course I would pursue, if elect-
ed, in regard to a bill abolishing slavery
in the District of Columbia.

My views upon this subject have been
repeatedly given to the public, and more
particularly in a letter addressed by me
but a short time before the date of your
communication, to a committee at Louis
ville, Kentucky. I send you a copy of
that, letter, m which you will find a full
answer to your question

You next ask me, "whether 1 approve
ot pre-empti- on laws V

There are not many subjects, within
the scope of Federal legislation, of greater
importance, or which I have regarded
with greater solicitude, than that to which
this question refers. It deserves to be so
considered, as well on account of the in
terest which all the states have in a wise
and equitable disposition of the public
lanus, as ot the bearing which this parti
cular branch of the gcneril question has
upon the prosperity of the states in which

'the lands situated, and, especially, upon
the individual welfare of a large portion
of our fellow citizens in every part of the

. Union. My views in regard to the pro-p- er

disposition of the public lands were
asked by a portion of my fellow citizens
of IVew York, as far back as 1835, imme
diately after my nomination for the presi
dency. They were then given in the fol

- lowing terms : "I regard the public do
main as a trust fund, belonging to all the
states, to be disposed of for their common

' benefit. Ample authority is, for that pur
pose, conferred upon Congress by an ex
press provision of the constitution. In
making such disposition, that body should,
in my opinion, act upon the principle,
that the nennlrt of the United States hnv

1 - - --; ,

lands, than in the amount of revenue
which may be derived from them. To
accomplish this object, the accumulation
of large tracts into few hands should be
discountenanced, and liberal facilities af
forded to the acquisition of small portions
by such of our citizens, wherever resid-

ing, as arc in good .faith desirous of pos-

sessing them as homes for themselves and
families. The particular measures by
which these results are to be secured, are
matters of detail to be settled by Congress,
in the exercise of a sound discretion, aid

ed by the lights of experience, and having
reference to the general interests ol the
country. Ihese sentiments were re
peated in my letter to llie lion. Sherrod
Williams, and have guided my actum up
on the general subject since 1 have been
in office. Pre-empti- laws could not be

overlooked in considering the measures
by which these principles must be carried
into practical effect. Such laws had been

occasionally enacted during the admini-

strations of my predecessors, but the pas-

sage of the m had not, I believe, in a sin-

gle instance, being recommended by the
Executive. The frauds occasionally re
sulting from them, and apprehended to be

inseparable lrom their execution, and the
circumstances under which the posses-
sions they were designed to confirm,
were taken, doubtless had an influence in
preventing such recommendations. The
propriety of such n recommendation was
carefully considered at an early period of
my Administration. It was not without
hesitation that I decided to depart from
the course of my predecessors in the mat-

ter. Relieving, however, upon mature
reflection, that good would result from
placing the pre-empti- system, in some
respiK upon a different footing from
that i 1-- h it had hitherto occupied, I
brought the subject to the notice of Con
gress in my tirst annual message, and re-

commended the passage of a pre-empti-

law for the present, and such a graduation
of the price of the public lands, for the
future, as would produce an equally bene
ficial result, by alfording liberal facilities
for the early settlement of them, and ena-

ble the industrious poor to obtain small
tracts upon reasonable terms. A pre
emption law was passed, but the gradua
tion bill failed. 1 he execution of the for
mer act proved to be eminently success
ful, and was attended with the happiest
consequences in quieting titles, and m se
curing to industrious settlers their im
provements. It was ulso, to a verv gra
tifying extent, free from the frauds which
had been practised tinder former laws.
1 hoiifaiids of hard working men, coming
from all quarter? of the Union, acquired,
under it, a home for themselves and their
families, which most of them could not
otherwise have obtained, whilst large
sums of money were received into llie
pudlir. Treasury from this source. These
results, which were communicated to
Congress in my last annual message, have
had a powerful tendency in removing in
some quarters, and qualifying in others,
objections to this species of legislation,
and doubtless contributed mainly to the
passage of another pre-empti- bill at the
last session.

Seldom indeed, if ever, has the legisla-
tion of any country produced a measure
for the encouragement and advancement
of honest industry, which has been more
beneficent and useful in its. operation than
have the pre-empti- laws of the United
States fot the last two years. Their pro
visions are doubtless susceptible of still
greater improvements. Whether they
shall he passed periodically hereafter, will
dopend in a greater degree upon the use
which is made of the privileges they se-

cure. The reasons in favor of such a
course, or at least an equally liberal poli-

cy tawards that enterprising, hardy, and
too often depressed class of men, who
partake most largely of the benefit they
confer, arc, indeed, of a very inposing
character. It cannot be disguised that
the almost invariable tendency of all le
gislation, which looks to the advancement
of special interest, is to aggrandize those
who stand least in need of its assistance.
This result is not, in general, traced to any
settled predetermination to foster the inte

rests of the richer, in preference to those
of the poorer classes, but to the greater
activity of the former in pressing their ob
jects upon the representatives of the peo
ple, and still more to the materials ol
which our legislative bodies arc usually
composed? Through a want of confidence
in themselves, and in each other, there is
not, generally, a due proportion nf the pro
portion of the producing classes elected to
the legislatures, or to Congress. While
there is little direct legislation for the be
nefit of the farmer and mechanic, and
scarcely any for their especial benefit,
our statute books, particularly those of the
states, are filled with laws designed to se
cure special advantages to .some other

the amount of the tax, would be deemed
an outrage ; but the same thing, in sub-

stance, is often accomplished unobserved,
by grants of corporate and otlu r special
privileges. In the exercise oi those pri-

vileges, a great number of people become
dependent on a few, and that number in-

creases as these privileges arc increased,
and as population advances. The final
consequence is a reduction of the price of
labor, untl, as in other countries, the
greater portion of the laboring class, only
able to procure the bare means of subsist-
ence, are doomed to hopeless poverty
and perpetual dependence. Pre-empti-

laws not only serve to check this tenden-
cy of the many special privileges already
existing in our country, but afford also
relief against the evils which arc thus
produced. If wages become so low as to
afford no profit to the laboror beyond a
bare subsistence, he can, at any time, not
only deliver himself from a condition so
dispiriting, but become an independent
farmer by settling on the vacant lands of
the West. A few years of industry and
economy will enable him to pay for a
small trad, and acquire the means of liv-

ing comfortably, educating his children,
nud establishing them respectfully in the

world.
In counteracting, therefore, the effects

of monopolies, as they operate unfavora-

bly upon the working classes, I look upon
pre-empti- laws as a valuable expedient.
Hut it is not in this point of view alone
that laws of this character deserve to be
favorably regarded. The
after having occupied, for a short period,
the land on which he enters, and made it
productive by his labor, pays for it the
Government price of one dollar and twenty--

five cents per acre. The results of
many years experience show that this is
equal, or nearly so, to the average amount
actually received by the Government for
all Us lands, however sold, excluding,
perhaps, from the calculation, the sales of
briel seasons of great inflations of the cur
rency and extravagant speculation, like
those of 1819 and 1830. These monevs
are paid into the National Treasury, and
exonerate the people of all the f tates from
taxes to an amount greater bv two or
three per cent, than that received fur the
lands, being the difference in the expenses
of collection. Whilst the people of the
old states thus receive a fair equivalent
lor their interest in these lands, the states
in which they are situated receive also
additional advantages, without prejudice
to the former. Presenting, as the new
states are thus enabled to do, a place of
refuge and a comfortable home to the
laborious and unfortunate of every state
and country, their nuinbe.s increase with
astonishing rapidity, and constitute the
chief element of a state's prosperity-a- n

industrious, independent, and virtuous
population. The regret which ronie in
the old stales might otherwise feel on ac-

count of the withdrawal of manv of their
inhabitants, will be assuaged by the re-

flection that the emigrants are, generally,
bone of their bone, and flesh of their
ilesh, bound" to them by innumerable and
indissoluble ties, and that, as communi-
ties, they can never have a higher politi
cal interest than to assist us in raising our
common country to that elevated position
in the family of nations, which she is,
we trust, under the providence of God,
destined to occupy. The justification of
this anticipation depends, in no inconsid-
erable degree, upon llie manner in which
llie public? domain is disposed of by Con-

gress. It may, unfortunately, pursue
such a policy as shall tend to vest large
tracts of public lands in the hands of a
few, and prevent that distribution of them
among the many, which is most congenial
with Republican institutions.

Your third, fourth, and fifth questions,
iclatc to my course in regard to the right
of suffrage in the New York State Con-

vention. Although your inquiries arc
made to refer to a few specific points on-

ly, I do you the justice to believe that it
will be more agreeable, as it certainly
must be more useful, to be informed of
the ground occupied by mc, v illi the
reasons for it, upon every material ques-
tion that arose in that body upon the
vitally important subject of the elective
franchise. It was my intention to pre-

pare a statement containing such informa-
tion for you, and I have for some time
been waiting for the requisite intermission
in my unavoidable official duties, to ena
ble me to do so. 1 find, however, that
my friends at Albany, sensible of the in

justice which has been done to me upon
the subject, in various and remote quar
ters of the Union, and having access to
the best means of information, have, of
their own accord, and without communi-
cation with me, prrrrarcd a full statement
of the matter, and published the same
over their own signature. Upon a care-

ful examination of this document, I find

subject referred to, and I send it to you
as such. In its details you will find not
only the particular information you seek,
but also additional facts in regard to other
branches of the general subject, which
cannot be otherwise than serviceable in
enabling you to form a correct estimate
of the merits or demerits of my course.

I did not advocate, but, on the contra-
ry, opposed, vesting in the Governor,
the absolute right to appoint Justices of
the Peace. My proposition was to give
the nomination of justices to the board of
supervisors in each county, (which is
composed of individuals annually elected
by the people, one in each town in the
county,) and to the court of common
picas of each county. When they agreed
in their nominations, the Governor had
only to perform the duty of issuing com-
missions to the persons nominated, but if
these two bodies presented different lists,
he had the right of selecting from either,
but was confined in his choice to the
names thus presented. To do justice to
my course, it is necessary that you should
understand the circumstances under which
it was adopted, .and the reasons by which
I was influenced, as they were assigned
at the time. Under the old Constitution,
almost every officer of the state Govern-
ment was appointed by a council of ap-

pointment, composed of the Governor
and four Senators, selected by the House
of Assembly. Those who entertained
the erroneous opinion which regards the
possession of patronage as a source of
popularity, and an engine of power in
Governments like our own, attributed the
long ascendency of the then dominant
parly in the state to the influence derived
from this council, and were, therefore,
slow to believe that a majority of friends
of that party in the convention would be
willing to abandon it entirely. Their
apprehensions, in this respect, were, in
no inconsiderable degree, confirmed, when
I was placed by Governor Tompkins
(President of the Convention) at the head
of the Committee on the Appointing pow-
er. Our report, however, put to flight
these suspicions, by recommending, ist.
The abolition of the old council of ap-

pointment, and 2d. That the different
officers of the Government should be se-

lected and appointed in the following
manner, viz: The officers of the militia,
principally by the. militia themselves ;

the state officers by the Legislature ;

sheriffs and all judicial officers, except
justices of the peace, by the Governor
and Senate ; clerk" and district attorneys
by the courts ; mayors and clerks of cities
by the common councils of the respective
cities, and justices of the peace by the
people of the towns. Most of these re-

commendations were adopted by the con-
vention j but sheriffs and clerks of coun-
ties were directed to be chosen by the
people, and justices of the peace in the
manner stated above, us having been pro
posed by me, alter unessential modifica-
tion. My reasons fur that proposition
arc fully stated in the copy of Holland's
life, which has been transmitted to mc bv
Mr. Alexander, one of the signers of your
letter, but are too extended for insertion
here. Sonic of those reasons had their
origin, as you will perceive, in the diffi-

culties which we had experienced during
the war, in consequence of the local ma-
gistracies being for a season in the hands
of the Opposition, and a consequent indis-
position, on my part to separate the Exe-
cutive, whose duty it was to cause the
laws to be enforced, from all agency in
their selection.

Another and a prominent reason it ex-

pressed in the following cTtrmU from the
observations made by inc, on the occa-
sion: "We do not, sir," said Mr. Van
Iluren, "deny tho competency of the peo-
ple to make a proper choice ; this argu-
ment has been unfairly and untruly stated.
Those who oppose the election of justi-
ces, do not do so because they have any
distrust of the people. The objection to
having liiem elected did not How from
that consideration, but was with respect
to the officer elected. It was because the
magistrate would, of necessity, bo ac
quaintcd with all who opposed and all
who supported him. This would more
or less bias his mind in favor of those to
whom he owed his election. It would
be giving the rich and powerful a great
advantage over the poor and even if it
did not, it would excite jealousy, and
suspicion of unfairness on his part, which,
in its operation, would be nearly as pre
judicial to the public peace as if real in
justice was done. These were the rea-
sons which had led htm und others to
doubt tho propriety of having magistrates
elected."

The Constitution of New York has
subsequently been so amended us to make
justices of the peace elective, and although
I have been absent from the state during
oroat of the time bince the change, I have

I assure you, rejoices more sincerely
than I do at this renewed evidence of the
competency of the people for the direct
management of the most important of their
public concerns. Rut while I am thus
gratified by the rlunge, I cannot regret
the motives by which I was ?tuatcd in
supporting the measure originally adopted.
1 o protect the weak against the strong,
is one of the cliief ends for which civil
Governments are instituted. We may
differ, for none of us are infallible, aboul
the means of accomplishing this cardinal
object, but shall, I trust, never do to as
to the principle.

'I he publication sent to me by Mr,
Alexander, is a genuine copy of the first
edition of Professor Holland's work. I

herewith return it, with the remark that
it was written without communication
with me, but contains, as far as it goes, a
substantially correct history of my politi-
cal course."

I am, gentlcmcli, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

M. VAN BUREN.
To Messrs. Wr. Fithian, George May,

Michael Cline, William McKibber.
William Knight, James Parmer, J. C.
Alexander, Milton Lesley, Adam Silla-ven- t,

I). II. Reed, William J. Moore,
and Samuel Partlow, Danville, Illinois.

The Ilighlnnitri-'- i Dog.

A shepherd, who inhabited one of those
glens, which intersect the Grampian
Mountains of Scotland, in one of his ex
cursions to look after his flock, carried
along with him, a child of three years old.

This is not an unusual practice among
the Highlanders, who acccstom their
children from their earliest infancy, to
endure the rigors of the climate. After
traversing the pastures for some time
with Ins tlog, the shepherd found himsell
under the nccessitv of ascending a sum
mit of some distance, to have a more
extensive view of his range. As the as-

cent was too fatiguing for the child, he
left him on a small plain at the bottom,
enjoining him not to stir f;om it, till his
return. Scarcely, however, had he gain- -
ed the summit, when the horizon was
darkened by one of those impenetrable
mists, which frequently descend so rapid
ly amidst the mountains, as almost in a
few minutes, to turn day into night.
The anxious father instantly hastened
back to find his child ; but owing to the
great darkness, and his own trepidation,
lie unfortunately missed Ins way m the
dark. After a fruitless search for inanv
hours, he discovered that he had reached
the bottom of the valley, and was near
his own cottage. To renew the h

that night was equally fruitless ; he was,
therefore, compelled lo go home. Allho'
he had lost both his child and his doir.
which had faithfully attended him for ma
ny years. INext morning, by break of
day, the shepherd, accompanied by a
band of Lis neighbors, set out to seek the
child, but after a day spent in fruitless
fatigue, he was at last compelled bv tin- -

approach of night, to descend from the
mountain. tin returning to his cottage,
lie louud that llitr dog lie had lost two
days before, had been home, and on
receiving a piece of oat cake, had instant
ly gone off again. Struck with this sin
gular circumstance, he remained at home
the next day, and ns before, when the dog
returned lor his piece of cake, be resolvei
to follow him and find out the cause of
his strange promhne.

The dog made his w ay to the cataract
at some distance, where the shepherd had
left his child. The banks of the cataract
almost joined at the top; yet separated
by an I'byss of unpenetrable depth, pre-

sented that appearance which so often
astonishes and appals the travellers who
frequent the Grampian Mountains.

Down one of those rugged, and almost
perpendicular descents, the dog, without
hesitation, began to make liis way, and at
length disappeared by rulciing a cave,
the mouth of which was almost level with
the torrent. The shepherd with difficult v
followed, but on entering, what were his
emotions, when he found the infant catins
with th? utmost coolness, the very bread
that the dog had conveyed to it while
the faithful animal stood bv, eyeing his
young charge with the utmost complacen-
cy. From the situation in which the
child was found, it would have appeared
that tie had wandered to the brink of the
precipice, and had cither falle n or scramb
led down, till he had reached the cave
Tho dog by his scent had traced him t.
his retreat, and afterwards preserved him
from starving, by giving him his own
daily allowance. He appears never to
have left the child day or night, except
when it was necessary lo seek for food,
and then he was al.vcys going in fall
speed, to and from tlic cottage. Such
instances of canine fidelity are not unfrc--

iowncd sagacity of the dogs of St. BeiC
nard

A Child is a man in a small lcttpr. -- t- wjthe best copv of Adam before he tasted
the apple ; and he is happy whose smalt
practice in the world can only write his
hannter. He is nature fresh Dicture

newly drawn in oil, which" time and
much handling dims and defaces. His
soul is jet a white paper uhscribbled with
observations of the world, wherewith, at
length, it becomes a blurred note-boo- k; '.
He is purely happy, because he know
no evil, nor hath made means bv sin to be

quainted with misery; He arrives not
at the mischief of being w ise, nor endures
the evils to come by foreseeing them. He
kisses and loves all; and, when the 6mart
of the rod is past, smiles on his beater.
i attire and his parents alike dandle him,
and tice him on with a bait of surnr to a
draft of wormwood. He plays yet, life
a young prentice the first day, and is not
come to his task of melancholy. All the
language he speaks yet is tears, and they
serve linn well enough to express his ne-

cessity. His hardest labor is his tonimej- o
as if he were loath lo use so deceitful an
organ ; and he is best company with it
when he can but prattle. We laugh at his
foolish sports, but his game is our earnest;
and Ins urums, rattles, and hobby-horse- s;

but the emblems and mockimr of man'a
business. His father hath writ him as his
own little story, wherein he reads those
days of his life that he cannot remember;
and sighs to see what innocence he hath
outlived. The older he prows, he ia r
stair lower from God, and, like his firsi
lather, much v.irsc in his conduct. H
is the Christians example, and the olcl

man'a relapse; the one imitates hispure- -
ness, and tlic other falls into his sifnphci
ty. Could he put off his bodv with his

w J
little coat, he had got eternity withoOt a
hurdrn, and exchanged but one heaven for
another, and then returned again for his
regiment. -- lihhop Enrle.

ICrinnrkm on I lip ;nrrnl l'rinrlplot if --

IlunbtiMtlrr.
1. Whatever rnay be the nature of

your soil, and the situation of your farm;
remember, that thcic is no soil so good
but it may be exhausted and ruined ly
naii tillage, and there is none so bad, that
cannot be rendered fertile by good tillage;
(Afii barren hctuh, if it can be plowed
and swaidcd.' ,

2. The true t. ft of husbandry consists
in suffering no crop to grow upon ybur
land, that will so far exhaust vour
soil, as to lessen the value of your suc-- :

cecding nop, w hatcvi r profit such a crop'
may afford you. : ; - -

'I. To avoid this, sutler ho one crop
to grow two years successively, upon the
same piece of ground, excepting grass,
and buckwheat, without the fertilizing
aid of rich manures lo support the strength
of the soil; and even then, a change cf
crops will generally do best, excepting
onions, carrots, and hemp.

4 . Fv cry plant derives from the earth '

for its growth, such properties as are pe- -'

culiar to itself; this plant, when followed
successively for two or more years upon
the same ground, will exhaust' the soil of
those properties peculiar to itself, without
lessening its powers to produce some,
othe r plants. The fact is almost striking
in the nrticle of flax, w hich w-i-ll not bear
to be repeated oftrner thnn once in seven-years- ,

and is common (o all crops, w ith
the exception or those noticed abovo.

5. To avoid this evil, arrange your
Linn into such divisions as will enable
yoit to improve all the laricjy of crops ,

your l and may require, in sujh regular
succession, as to form a routine of five,
six, or se ven years, according to the na- - ;

ture, quality and situation of your fern.'
0. This method will make poor land

good, and good hind better. .Try nd
ncc. tanner's Cahinrt,

Rub white lead in hwect oil until a
gotul paint is nude, and apply a coiting ,
of tins to the injured plare Milk will
do, where the oil is not to be had. i It is
onr of the effective applications. For
the nut" difficulty some use a solution of'
vitriol, for a wash; but in most cases the i

white lead is b' be preferred.

AVurr for M'ra h r Sore Ejrra.

One of the best and easiest applications
for weak ryes, is to take a small piece of
coperas, (white is the best) of theajje of,
a' pen, and dissolve it in a two ounce vial
of soft water. When clear, this niay be
used for bathing tho eyes, and with th ,

best e fleets. , : , ,l . v ,
- ;

The N, O. Picayune enyj, 4thcrt wc
ifour things that look very aivkwerd ia

woman, rii : to see h undertake .

wUtlr to tbrov a nnjt---- -


