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SAN FRANCISCO IN EIESTOIRYP
O USED 70 QUAKES

Stricken City Long Permeated With an Air of Romance

How the Metropolis of California Was Purged

of Disorder in the Days of Vigilantes.
FRANCISCO, the earthquake

SAN city, has loug been
w ith an air of romance

and adventure. Nowhere may
one turn without being reminded of
the legends that have lieen woven
around the forty-niner- s and their Im-

mediate followers. The names of the
streets and of the business blocks, such
as Kearney, Sutter. Montgomery. Iu-pon- t.

Flood. Crocker and Sharon, bring
to the mind of the visitor long forgot
ten stories of riot or adventure and of
fortunes whose vastness once excited
bis wonder or made him incredulous.

The site of the city was first visited
by Europeans In 17H. and in 177. Bu-care- ll

ordered a fort, presidio and mis-
sion founded on the bay. One year
later, the year of the Declaration of
Indeiendence. the Spanish settlers be-
gan the work, and when Vancouver,
the explorer, visited the place in 170-t-he

presidio represented the military,
authority, while the pueblo and mis-
sion stood for the civil and religious
factors respectively. The mission was
secularized In 1S:;4 and a town laid
out the year following.

In 1S4 an American man-of-wa- r. un-

der command of Commodore John 1?.

Montgomery, entered the harlor and
hoisted the stars and stripes over the
town. Mexico, which succeeded Spain
as the owner of California, was then
at war with the United States, and the
act of Commodore Montgomery ended
her dominion over San Francisco.
Montgomery apioiiited Lieutenant
Washington A. Bartlett to Ik Frisco's
first alcalde, or mayor, under the new
regime. Under Spanish and Mexican
rule the town was u sleepy, unprogress-Iv- e

place, but with the coming of Amer-
icans and the discovery of gold in ISIS
there came an era of growth and hus-
tle. This did not eventuate at once,
for the first news of the discovery of

'sold practically depopulated San Fran-
cisco.

The town was smitten as by a plague,
end one historian thus descries what
happened: "Its houses were left unoc-
cupied and unprotected, its former
trade ceased, its lots fell to a small
part of their value. Its two weekly
newspapers were suspended, and the
town, deserted by the bulk of lt3

was at one time without a
single officer clothed with civil author-
ity."

After the first rush to the gold dig-
gings the town began to regain its lost
ground, and ere long the Influx of gold
seekers gave quite an impetus to its
growth. The town was incorporated
In April. 1S0, and the first common
council elected proceeded with diligence
to plunder the city treasury- - The
same year the state was admitted to
the Union, and when the steamer Ore-
gon brought the news there was no
telegraphic communication in those
clays business was entirely suspended
jand the entire population rushed to the
wharfs to welcome the harbinger. The
town had about 10,000 inhabitants at
"that time, and when the people were
Informed that the signal flags of the
Oregon indicated that California was a
jsoverelgn state of the United States of
America a universal shout arose from
10.000 voices on the wharfs, in the
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streets, upon the Hills, housetops and
the world of shipping In the bay."

In its early history the city suffered
from several disastrous fires. Between
December, 1849, and June, 1851, six
conflagrations played havoc with the
growing young town. Better buildings
weye planned and several fire compa-
nies were organized. These were steps
In the right direction. It was also dis-
covered that the fires were started by
criminals who profited by the confu-
sion.

This fact and the Inefficiency and
corruption of the city government led
a large number of citizens to orga-

nize the famous vigilance committee
Tiwhich, rilled- t&ejilace la lS5L-iiult- e A

1

number of crooks were lynched by
the committee, others were driven out.
like John Oakhnrst. the leading figure
In Bret Ilarte's "Outcasts of Poker
Flat." and the city went through a pu-

rification process that was of great
to It.

The aspect of San Francisco at this
time was not Inspiring to Inflowing
gold seekers. It was a straggling njed- -
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THE CALL BUILDING,

ley of low, dingy addMies, frail wooden
shanties, born in an afternoon, with a
sprinkling of more resectable frame
houses and a mass of canvas and rub-
ber habitations. It was mainly a city
of tents, rising in a crescent upon the
shores of the cove. From Clark point
it skirted the land to Telegraph hill,
along the Chi3 street slopes, tapering
away to the California street ridge.
The larger number passed to the south-
west shores of the cove, beyond the
Market street ridge, a region sheltered
from , blustering winds and provided
with good spring water and named the
Happy Valley.

Stockton street, stretching from Sac-
ramento to Green streets, presented
the nearest cluster of dwellings, and
Powell street was the abode of churches,
for of the six churches in existence in
the middle of 1S.VJ three graced its
sides and two stood upon cross streets,
within half a block. Mason street,
above it, was really the western limit
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SAN FRANCISCO HARBOR.
of the city, as Green street was the
northern.' Beyond Mason street ran
the trail to the Fresldio, past scattered
cottages, cabins and sheds, amid dai-
ries and gardens, with a branch path
to the Marine hospital, on Filbert
street, and another to the North Beach
anchorage, where speculators were
planning a wharf to attract settlement.

After the vigilance committee dis-
banded the criminal elemeut became
bolder, and in ISTiG the crime and cor-
ruption in the city had become Intol-
erable to those who wished to live a
decent and orderly life. When Editor
King of the Bulletin, who hr.d de-

nounced the thugs, was murdered by A
Jacies 1'. Casey. :a new vigilance ..or- -

ry

ganization was creatou, ana in a rew
days Casey and another murderer
named Cora were executed in front of
the committee's headquarters. Many
lawbreakers were later put to death,
and the regime of the California "bad
man" came to an end.

It has been asserted that San Fran-
cisco is the most cosmopolitan city in
the world, and. by cosmopolitan Is

ALSO DESTROYED.

meant a population from aii parts or
the world. Not long ago the records
indicated that 43 per cent of the peo
ple or tne city were born lu toreign
lands, not in two or three different
countries, but in practically every land
under the sun. According to the na-
tional census reports for 1S'.K, Sau
Francisco had a total population of
HOJVJO". Of these 172.1SC were native
born and 12CS11 .were born outside of
the United States. Fully half the
grown persons in the community re-

moved to California from alien lands,
while a large percentage of the other
half and of the general body of chil-
dren were of foreign parentage. In
1900 San Francisco had a population
of 312.782, of which 34.1 per cent was
foreign born.

San Francisco has long been famed
as one of the "wide open" cities of the
United States. As in the days of
1849, the gambler devotes himself to
his vocation with little interference

from the authorities." Prior "to the
earthquake two of the most prominent
corners in the city were occupied by
gambling dens. One of them, '.known
as the Cafe Royal, has been a veritable
gold mine for its proprietors." ;s

The California supreme court? has
rendered a decision to the effect that
the game of draw poker is not a'sgaic
of 'chance, but Involves jugment-im- d

other elements cs well ns chance' or
luck, and because of th!s decision these
places are permitted to be maintained.

They are frequented by a hard l09k-in- g

crowd of men, and many scandals
are told associated with these places.

visitor's life is probably safe in these
xesorts. .but hls.monex Is not.' ItJs said

that the son of the premier of British
Columbia was fleeced of $8,500 in the
Cafe Royal a few years ago. lie lost
$1,500 In cash, but stopped payment on
$7,000 In checks.;

San Francisco has forty-seve- n square
miles of territory, or about 30,000
acres, within the: municipal limits. The
finest residences are on Nob hill and
Pacific heights, both of which districts
command magnificent views of the
bay and the Golden Cafe. The city
has six large parks and twenty-tw- o

small ones, and fioklen Gate park oc
cupies over 1.000 acres.

ITALY'S FEARLESS KING.

Victor Kmman arl Ilua Often Gone to
Aid of Ills People.

His recent visit to the dangerous
Zone around Mount Vesuvius, which
has again erupted with terrific fury,
was not the first jou which King Victor
Emmanuel of It ly had exhibited his
fearlessness and J solicitude in coming
to the aid of his people, says the New
York Times. j

In September, ) 19C, after Calabria
had Ihhmi shaken y !ll earthquake, his
majesty first subscribed $2iuhh. for the
relief of the families of the earthquake
victims and then hurried by special
train to the scene of the disaster. lie
was met by his minister of public
works, Feraris, and the two journeyed
through Monteledjie. Sau Oufrio. Zam-mar- o

and other Villages, traveling by
automobile and being gratefully wel-

comed by the jipulace.
Despite the danger of falling walls,

his majesty visited the ruins resulting
from the earthquake, even going into a
fissure from which a child had been
taken alive after she had Ihmmi there
ninety-eigh- t hours. The king wished
to see for himself that no live person
had been neglected by his soldiers.

All along the Hue he stopped and left
his automobile to cheer crowds of
weeping women and children who
knelt by the roadside imploring succor,
lie questioned his people, gave them
words of comfort and. after inspecting
their houses, ordered his military en-
gineers to proceed with the utmost
possible celerity in the construction of
temporary quarters. He passed sev-
eral nights on loard of the train to see
that provisions were distributed.

On another occasion during an epi-

demic in southern Italy the king jour-
neyed right into the heart of the strick-
en district to comfort his people and
bring them relief. He did the same
thing duriug a great flood in Italy,
proving himself to be the most demo-
cratic sovereign in all of Europe.

He has au immense capacity for
work and is devoted to outdoor sports.
In private life he is simple and unos-
tentatious. In the morning, summer
or winter, he rises at fi:CO o'clock and,
after a cold bath: has a cup of coCfec
and a roll. For this meal he dispenses
with his servants, the queen pouring
his coffee. Two ours every morning
and two hours eery evening are de-
voted to state af&iirs. Thursday and
Sunday mornings are entirely devoted
to the affairs of his country. His chief
amusement Is motoring, which has led
him to all sorts olj try'n places.

LOYAL LITTLE JAP.
!

Insisted Ipon Leaving Hospital to
Sail With His Capttiiu.

Chakuro Tama nix, the Japanese sea-
man who was seijt to the Marine hos-

pital with a broken collar bone when
the ship I. F. Chapmau put in at New
York for repairs a few weeks ago, re-

joined the ship recently. He was In-

jured in a fall from one of the lofty
yards to the deck during one of the
gales which dismantled the ship when
a month ou her way to Manila and
forced her to return to New York for
repairs. i

"

YVhe Tamauo learned that the ship
was nearly readw to sail he insisted
upon being discharged from the hos-

pital that he might rejoin her. notwith-
standing the protests of the doctors
that he would btj unable to do any
work for a week or two, says the New
York Post. h

"Captain Kanfiekl is my very, good
friend," he urged4 "IIe is the best cap-
tain I ever sailedfwith. I've been two
voyages with hlm. and I would rather
die going home with .him than live and
stay here and hav1 to ship with some
other captain." '

Captain Banfield was called up on
the telephone and the situation ex-

plained to him. the doctors telling him
frankly that Tamano must not try to
use his right arm for two or three
weeks.

"Send him aboard," replied the skip-
per heartily. "He won't be called on
to do any work until he's fit. The mere
sight of him will be better than a dose
of medicine to the rest of the crew, for
he's a great favorite with all hands,
forward and aft."

An Oklahoma. Barbank.
The Burbank of ' Oklahoma has been

discovered In the person of an orchard-1s- t
at Dale who is' showing his friends

a tree that is declared to be a wonder,
says the Kansas City Journal. It is a
Siberian crab app!e tree on the trunk
of which he has grafted five varieties-Misso- uri

Pippin, Arkansas Black and
Mammoth Twig. These 'he made two
years ago and last year grafted seven
on these graft trees of four other vari-
eties and a quince. The tree is in a ;

healthy condition 'and when matured
will bear tvrenry-fiv- e varieties of fruit.
Last year he claims to have grafted or
budded potato sprouts with tomato
scions and raised af crop of tomatoes ,

and potatoes on the same ground, one I
a jtopaud the other beneath the solL.,

Golden Gate Gity Has Been Shaken Often In the Past-Pr- esent

Catastrophe Worst Ever Known Some

ot the Large Buildings Destroyed.
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recent disastrous earthquake
THE over so large a part

the Pacific coast region and
wrecking such an extensive

section of the city of San Francisco
was not the first of these catastrophes
known in the western metropolis,
though by all odds the most damaging.

Fop many years the municipal au-

thorities refused to permit tall build- -
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CITY HALL, Y7KICII

lugs in tne city, because of tlie tear of
earthquakes, several of which had al
ready been experienced. Finally the
Interdiction was removed, however,
and a number of skyscrapers resulted.

Prior to 1SU0 there was hardly a
building in excess of five stories and
only a few of that height. Today there
Is one eighteen stories high and quite
a number from twelve to fourteen
stories.

In the spring of 1S1S. about 10 o'clock
one night, the city had a seismic shock
that put to test Its higli structures. It
was the worst earthquake since 1SGS,
when for eight or nine blocks on the
main street (Market the ground was
cracked open several Inches.

la the upheaval of IS'js the tall build- -
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ings were given a Tcarrur shaking, and
some 'of their occupants were made
dizzy, and sick. The structures were
uninjured, and ever sjnee that time
there has not been so much question
of the safety of high buildings of mod-
ern construction that Is, buildings of
structural iron frame and facing. of
pressed brick, .terra cotta or stone.

It was m. it. ie loung. the propne-- :
tor aud editor of the who i

was tha pioneer in this respect. IIe;
met wih opposition from the munici-- :
pal authorities fourteen years ago when
he decided to erect ,a ten story house

fw tiia naircrifi. nor T. f. ......" a :ot-ui-1 t r '
AVI ,.JI 9 V ' ..vaiv ..!
be a dangerous undertaking because of
ihejearthfl-qak- feax. but Mr Del'oun2

won out ami tlieivoy sef an example of
enterprise to other wealthy men who
have since built more t:ill buildings.
For instance, I . O. Mills, the New
York banker, who owns a great deal
of San Francisco property, has one of
the tallest and finest structures la the
city.

Clans Spreckels, known throughout
the country as the sugar king and the

t
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7AS WKECKED.

r'.thcst San Franciscan. ovin a build
ing seventeen stories high, commonly
l.rown as the Call building. On three
of the corner sites, where Third street
Intersects Market. Is located the great
Spreckels building, the home of the
Call; the De Young building, the home
of the Chronicle, and the Hearst build-
ing, occupied by the Fxamincr. the
three great Pacific coast newspapers
having contributed handsomely to the
building development of San Francisco
in recent years. The city now has Its
share of tall buildings, one being eight
en stories in height. The major part

of them aro eight, ten and twelve sto-
nes, tlie eight stoned being most nu-
merous.

The CaH r.ud Ia vainer buU-lin--
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were almost totals- - destroyed iu the
earthquake and many other skyscrap-
ers were severely shaken, cracked and
damaged.

One of the chief buildings which col-
lapsed was the new postoilice. This
was substantial structure of granite,
costing to exceed $.".X O.O'h While
not striking from an architectural
standpoint, the was impress-
ive from Its massiv uess.

The Postal building vas badly dam-
aged, and the oix-ratii.- room was a
wreck. Power of every kind was

and there were no lights, ei-

ther gas or Neither the Pal-
ace hotel uor the St. Francis was de-

stroyed as far aslheJfrjmwork.jjoe3.

imt ttie inside plastering and decora-
tions were greatly damaged.

The business section of the city from
Market street to Mission street and
from the bay back was almost com-
pletely wrecked.

The most conspicuous building In
San Francisco, the city hall, is almost
totally ruined. It cost from $?.0o0.0UQ
to $7.n)o.0u0, took twenty-fiv- e years In
construction and was surmounted by
a dome 032 feet high. It was thought
to be very solidly constructed. Iieiug
built substantially of brick, with the
walls covered by cement. The interior
of the dome was decorated with ex-jensi-

marbles taken from tlie Pa-
cific coast mountains.

Another very tlue building, which
cost over $0,(mmi,oini. Is the splendid ho-

tel erected by Mrs. Herman Oelrlchs
on fashionable Nob hill. Mrs. Oelrlchs.
who Is a daughter of the late Senator
Fair, has shown line taste In the ar
chitectural plans of Fairmont, the up
propriate name of the new hotel. See-- i

from the bay this structure, with It- -

lassie outlines, makes the beholder
think of Greek temple. White and
graceful. It looms above the busy mar-
ket places, the great wholesale district,
the crowded business section and pic-
turesque Chinatown, which, by th?
way, is fast disapjiearlng owing to th"
encroachments of commerce and th
dwindling of the Chinese population.

Other imposing edifices, many of
which have been more or less severrly
injured, are the Hotel St. Francis, the
Pulace hotel, the Hall of Justice, the
Mutuul Bank building, the Pacific Mu-
tual Life building and the Callughuu
building. The greatest property dam-
age resulted in the manufacturing dis-
trict and the greatest loss of life In
the tenement house district.

The chief street of the city Is Mar-
ket, running diagonally for many miles.
The destruction of many of the depart-
ment stores and other business block
on Market and Mission streets was al-

most complete. Fire added to the hor-
rors of the situation, and, as the water
mains bad loen burst by the shock,
the fire department was helpless. Th.'
flame ate their way along Market
street, and other fires started In differ-
ent parts of the city.

As the earthquake occurred but a
little after o'clock In the morning,
practically the entire population was la
bed. Men and women rushed wildly
forth in their night robes and fled iu
panic through the streets. Ma 113 wer.?
caught 13- - the falling roofs and walls,
and In the poorer districts the tene-
ments collapsed like eggshells, crush-
ing and suffocating their Inmates U-fo- re

they had time to escape. In many
cases lire finished the work of death,
catching the victims as they weri

still alive under the debris.
To arrest the spread of the fire along

Market street m:i ny buildings wero
dynamited.

The track of one railroad was de-press-cd

four fe-- t or more for dis-
tance of three miles. At one point la
the citj- - the earth cracked ojm'ii for a

1 i

distance ot six reet, leaving yawning
chasm of fathomless depth.

The destruction of all telegraph wires,
except one belonging to the Postal
union, made It almost Impossible for
the stricken city to communicate with
the outside world. The severe Injury
to the Western Union and Postal of-

fices, also the Associated Press, greatly
added to the difficulty.

The practical destruction of six or
eight coupled with the Immense
loss of life and damage to property
throughout San Francisco and the en-

tire coast region, makes this the worst
earthquake disaster. In. Amertca.0. hU- -

(Contlnued on fag Eleven.).
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