
CITY WITHOUT NEWS.

All Papars In Butte Suspended
on Account of a Strike.

OLD MADAM RUMOR IS QUEEN

Unique Conditions In a Newspaperless
Town of 35,000 Idle Gossip Injures
Reputations No Journalistic Sleuths
to Run Down Reports.

With no newspaper of its own for
more than a month. IJutte is demon-
strating that It is possible to worry
along without what iu other communi-
ties is regarded as a necessity, writes
a St. Louis I'ost-IMspatc- correspond-
ent from Butte. Mont.

The experience is a novel one even
for Butte, where sensation follows sen-

sation in the ordinary course. The
suspension of the press lias caused
much embarrassment and loss to the
public, but these facts have been over-
looked in view of impending labor
troubles of a far more serious charac-
ter. Public sentiment apparently is
with the publishers in the present con-llic- t,

and, while Butte is the strongest
union town In the world, the other un-

ions so far have not Iiecu enthusiastic
supporters of the striking pressmen
and printers.

The trouble that resulted In the sus-
pension of four daily papers on which
the 35,tHJU citizens of Km to and nearby
towns depended for news and public-
ity was of long standing and grew out
of unnatural conditions that have ob-

tained in the publishing business in
Montana for years.

Briefly stated, it may bo said that
none of the four papers was. in the
strictest sense, a business enterprise.
Each was maintained by 'interests,"
either corporate or otherwise, which
operated them for a purpose other than
dollar making.

Neither the printers nor the publish-
ers are disposed to compromise-- , and so
long as this feeling exists Kutto will
have uo newspapers. The publishers
are secure in the thought that they are
losing less money than when publish-
ing, and it is now considered likely
that nt least two of the papers may
never agnln resume publication.

On the day the Butle pressmen
struck and stopped the news presses
of the city the telephone girls went out
ou strike, and for nearly a v.velc Ilutte
was without newspapers or telephone
service. From the liegi:ming of the
trouble the Helena and Missoula news-
papers sought to supply the wants of
Butte, but owing to the train service
their sheets do not arrive In the city
until nearly a day late, so that they
are of little service as advertising
mediums,.

The public has depended on thera.-an-

on the Salt Lake, Denver and Spo-kau-e

papers principally for the news.
The absence of the local papers has

led to the circulation of the most re-
markable rumors affecting business
concerns and professional persons.

Most of these reports are of a ridic-
ulous character and have served to
cause no end of annoyance and not a
little loss.

One of the principal business firms
of the city was reported to be In the
hands of n receiver, and the report
gained circulation throughout the state.

Two cashiers connected with the frwo
leading banks of the city were report-
ed suddenly to have gone insane.

Disquieting rumors of every nature
gained circulation and caused general
uneasiness.

Business to a certain extent became
demoralized. The department stores,
having no means of ranching the peo-
ple, lose .trade. The stores are nearly
empty in mornings when before they
were crowded nil day. Merchants re-
sort to handbills, but these are limited
in number "and not satisfactory.

Business on the Mining Stock Ex-
change Is nlTocted In much the same
way. With the loss of publicity given
by the newspapers local stocks began
to sink until they reached the lowest
level in the history of the district ex-
cept In n few Instances.

Vegetables For Our Deserts.
W. E. Safford. assistant botanist in

the bureau of plant industry in the
United States department of agricul-
ture, bns arrived in Washington after
an extended trip throughout Mexico
studying plant life since last Decem-
ber. The government ordered him to
ascertain what plants nnd plant prod-
ucts might ndvnntageously be trans-
planted tf those sections of the United
States which, like Arizona. New Mex-
ico nnd Texas, are similar in climate
nnd soil to some sections of Mexico.

At Monterey Mr. Safford found
drouth resisting fruits nnd grains,
which can be transplanted to the arid
regions of those states nnd help ma-
terially to make tiiose sections pro-
ductive, lie also found valuable types
of beans and red pepper, which need
little moisture to grow luxuriantly.

Near Saltlllo he found very fine corn
that was grown without Irrigation nnd
with very little rain. In the vicinity
he noted excellent specimens of apri-
cots, peaches, lettuce, carrots, beets,
squashes, pumpkins and other veg-
etables produced without irrigation.
He considers his discoveries exceed-
ingly valunble and important and says
that If these vegetables will grow in
Texas with ns little annual rainfall as
they do In Mexico every portion of the
southwest can be turned Into a mag-
nificent agricultural section.

Moving Pietures That Talk.
The chronomegnphone is the scien-

tific name given to a new apparatus
invented by M. Leon Gnumont of Tar-is- .

A moving picture is thrown on a
screen, nnd ka the figures move the
chrouoinegupbone gives them speech.

BIG POSTAL EXTENSION.

Parcels Post, Savings Banks and Tale
graphs Foreseen.

Tostmaster William R. Willcox of
New York foresees a great extension
and development of the usefulness of
the postofflce department of the United
States government.

In a recent address before the Civic
club of Niagara Falls he pointed out
the development to gigantic propor-
tions of the service, which in its first
year produced an income of $35,000,
which is less than is now received In
the New York postofflce in half a day.

The registry system, he said, came
in the time of President Pierce, and
the money order business came at the
close of the civil war. Last year the
New York otlice did a money order
business aggregating more than $340,-(- X

HUH K).

The free delivery service, Mr. Will-
cox said, began In 1S!3 with C85 car-
riers in nil the cities, while New Y'crk.
alone now lias four times as many,
and there are uow 22.0r.r c'tfy carriers
and 3.ri.Tt!f! rurnl free delivery routes,
which have been a steady reduction of
the annual deficit, and Mr. Willcox
thought the time was now coming for
considering the demands for the postn.1
service widening its scope.

But," he said, "it is the safest line
of government policy to develop the
service along the lines upon which It
has embarked. Let us have free de-

liver' more widely extended and
brought to a higher standard,-bette- r

pay should be given the employees
nnd a letter arrangement for ocean
transportation of mails should be in-

augurated."
These improvements worked out,

Mr. Willcox believed the parcels post
system would come, with the use of
government telegraph wires for the
transmission of electric letters and
postal savings banks, especially for the
localities not provided with convenient
and safe depositories.

The emergence of the postal depart-
ment from the days of the spoils sys-

tem and the close approximation of re-

ceipts to expenditures. Mr. Willcox
believed, was hastening the day of tha
extension of the usefulness of the de-

partment along these lines.

LOSS TO THAW JURORS.

All but Two Rich Ones Suffer by Ab-

sence From Business.
As the Thaw murder trial drags

slowly along those of the Jurors who
have business to attend to are experi-
encing severe financial loss, says the
New York World. While the jurors
presumed at the outset that they were
in for a long siege of it, none of them
had any idea that the ense would ex-

tend for two mouths, perhaps more.
-T- ht.-fljesJurrs were drawn on Jan.
24. During the trial many of the ju-

rors, prevented from attending to busi-
ness affairs with their accustomed reg-
ularity, have suffered losses they can
never recoup. Others have fallen far
behind lu their work, and it will be
months before they eou catch up.

Besides this, the houses by which
some of the jurors are employed as
managers or in other responsible ca;
paclties have found their affairs sadly
lagging, and financial losses that can
not easily be estimated have resulted.

There are only two jurors who hav
not suffered seriously by the long pe-

riod of immurement. They are retired
merchants and are independently
wealthy.

The fact that the jurors since the
death of the wife of Juror Joseph B
Bolton, three wevks after the trial be-

gan, have been allowed to go at the
close of each day has helped only in
part. Those who have availed them
selves of the opportunity to go to their
offices have been so overwhelmed with
work that it has been a severe strain.

Before the death of Juror Bolton's
wife the jury when not in the court
room was locked up in the Broadway
Central hotel. After that they were
given their freedom after adjournment
each day. Each adjournment has inva
rlably found the majority of the Jurors
hustling to their offices to work until
late nt night.

The jurors receive $2 for each day's
service during the trial. At least one
of them has no other revenue, and he
has to figure closely to maintain him
self and his wife.

WOMEN JUDGES NEXT.

"Farmer" Creasy Would Elevate the
Gentler Sex to the Bench.

"Farmer" Creasy of the Tennsyl
vania legislature has become theTnain
plon of the gentler sex and would have
women Who have been admitted to the
bar of the state become eligible to sit
as judges in any court of record in the
commonwealth.

With this thought in mind, the rep
resentatlve from Columbia county .has
introduced a bill "declaring Women
learned in the law eligible to the office
of Judge in any court of record hi this
commonwealth."

His bill, which is very brief, provides
that women "learned in the law are
and shart lie eligible to the office of
judge in all the courts of record in
Pennsylvania, and when appointed or
elected thereto shall be Invested with
all the rights, privileges nnd emolu
ments pertaining to the office and shall
be subject to Its duties and responsi
bilities." i

To Uplift Negroes.
Leading negroes of Mississippi are

planning to organize law and : order
leagues in every county of the, state
to suppress Idleness and crime among
memliers of their race. A call has
been Issued for a mass meeting at
Brook Haven, Miss., on Aug. 6 for the
purpose of forming a state association;
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