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BY WILL "= wl ) th 1 4 1E meants in tracing the route the letter
£l won'd have to take to reach the
iE path ¢ 3 ! s .th - U an_and in formulating some
F nence! 1 8 | . I - to fitercept it on the way.
witl " the didly papers It Fpe , e SRR Ya o
. y . * Sl Some 50 miles down the :‘e-.n‘l it had
! ) gy T iy 1 "l-'!.-‘ train at Oakland, she
e 3 - : - ueh k . HAnd \'\'~ wiiting until early
’ . roing to begin jts 20-mile journey
_'“"_ ' ' ; : e . . ross the river through wild swamps
man 3 il proned i A~ AEIDE i e ca anid then into the heart of the exten- |
brightly |} gen ive pine foreste, then on to a polint
= u., I e j 1ouncement ywithin ten miles of where the sur-
¢ SBe was not siow, threw Miss Judith into a state of ul- yeyvors were at work. The letter's dee-
Sruit the damne :_:': Fecutaste. | Esniats I-illa g ) . tination was an Insignificant little
St s SO M . W} h ! i1 =h hackwoods postoffice, presided over
Eomellling had gone wrong belween ried Ilo dismay. “Ah, the marriage by a lauk cracker and a couple of
that vivacious uug woman and
Tom
With & keen appreciation of the
advantages of the psvehologd ]
ment she summ ed t}
far end f the long SOu
well shut m the
Heht by mass of Vi
and with athetic dire
ceeded to extract the se
of the voung woman's hes
N oW Margaret, tell your old
auntie what's happencd gtween you
and Tom," she sald, mcre by way of
command than entresty “"You've
guareied You needn’t say no It
seimply won't do my child, and it
must be patched up this very might. ™
“Quarreled? Why, auntis Mar
garet hegan, assuming the defensive
“yYou know—you yon —_—"

The gir! hesitated, stammered help

| an inspiration.
| matiar rapidly fn mind the possibliity

ANSWERED

university. He was to her a real son,
loval and devoted, cendowed with all
the gifts of mind and heart and char-
acter that glorify manhood.

Margaret was a frequent visitor at
the old-fashioned country house, 2nd
it wag there that Miss Judith
the first promise of fulfil'ment of her
cherished dream.

With all his good
| was proud and high-strung, like all
the Ingraums. Therein lay the danger
in the present ecrisis A breach be-
tween two young lovers waould be
hard to heal.

All that long night the girl's soul
was In & state of bitter revolt against
the injustice of the treatment she had
recelved from Tom She could not
sleep. The clock in the ball down-
stairs tolled the hours at intervals of
seeming ages. She hated the dark-
ness. It accentuated her troubles. She
longed for daylight and peaoce,

When the first faint streaks of
dawn began to dispel the shadows in
the room a strong and sudden reac-
tion of feeling set In. What if there
should be some mistake? It was not
like Tom to aot thus. The traditions
of his family and his training cried
out ageinst it. He was too fefthful
to be gullty of such cold-hearted in-
difference,

Had she not been childishly selfieh?
A sense of gullt swopt over her with
the foroe of conwiction. But the let-
ter? Ah, the letter would reach bim
in a few short hours. Soon its terri-
ble misslon would be fulfilled. It
Was too late.

Was It too late? There was &
morning traln at 7. It was pow §:380
Why not attempt to correct the blun-
der? The thought came to her ilke
Ae ghe revolved the

of retrieving her error took on some-
thing of the rosy hwe of hope.

Feverishly ehe wrote for a few
méinutes, thrust the letter into an eu-

lessly and was lost For a mor
there was sllence Then she
down and confessed the wh ¥ Iy
of disappointment and wounded pride
“Yes, something bas happanad,™ she
continued half deflantly “Tom M
X 0t wWritten me a o
Link of ft' Aund we's
1 in the e¢arly {all I know
that the surveving party & not 'Sntc';f |
away from civillzation that he g
reach the mafls and send me i ~
fort of message That gualnt little : o
postoffice he's alwayvs poking fun at : 'p‘
can hardly have beéem swaliowed up ;
io the earth |
“It was his own proud boast that
there never was to be a lover likg
Bim. but now that he's got me, 1

i fast

pose the ardor of the pursult
turning into cold ll.u‘.l:f.‘ cpre L MARGARET.
teach him a lesson.” Her thrust was | eof o tear foster ch dren bas beeny lean hounds Three times a wesk It
tipped with sharp ‘rony the cne great dream of my life, and | boastad communication with the ocut-
“But you are judging Nim too 2OW by a thoughtless act vou have | er world,
ey P Y P = - shattered it., ruined 1y  happiness .
1 iy," Miss Judith protested, ral Atlered U A 1Y B B le-
guickiy, I prote . TA You—did you say that you have ut the trouble-bearing letter could

lying warmly to the young engineer's not be stopped. Miss Judith '“|

written?”

defense. ‘There’'s certalnly some forced to that conclusion by the logic
good reason. Walt., Don't be fool-]  “Yes I bave writtan ™ replied the | Of the situation. She had no ‘phone; |
ish. child. £irl with a tone of finality. “The }ha t:h(-g‘raph office was closed for |

“No. ft's my dellberate fudgment '~ | letter went out in the .corning mail the night, her home was twelve miles |

»e out in the country; and it wes night
and théere was no one to bear a mes-
sage These cumulative reasons were
insurmountabie,

-aret retorted through her tears, It s now bervond recall
- od to think that—tried o be
o rahle—but this morning’s paper

jut my suspicions, justifies me

N
! be zecalled! It shall not
protested Miss Jodith

“It shall
be delivered'"

L 13 " * 1

e nvicts him. Read this d!’_-;‘}:hr all the vehémence of an uncle Tom Ingram was & protege of Mise
R which says that the party !.-l o Judith When his parents died she
" wing well with the survey of Miss Judith’s mental energy wasl adopted the boy, trained him up ten-
x4z _1MQM he ‘Jﬂ' expended during the succeeding meo- derly and educated him at the state

[ —_

| correspondent,

velope and marked It “Important!
Bush!"™ Her brother was & newspaper

SBAW |

qgquaHties Tom |

gravely, And that very prohibition
had always mude her the more anx-
lous to taste of the forbidden pleas-
ure

Necessity knows no law, respects
no injunctions. Th wWis Dol a case

of cholce or discretion It was Billy

or—{fail. She choze Billy.
There was

no one about the place

ag she cantered out into the sandy
lane laading into the main road. She
| knew just how little urging was re-
quired to keep the s:nsitive animal at
hiz best. Blily settled down Into a
steady, even galiop, covering the
miles with the awift certainty and

regularity of one true
and treining.
Margaret was A true horgse woman.
She could appreciate the experience
enough to ge' a good measure of keen
enjoyment out of it in spite of her
troubles. The fresh morning air, the
fragraucse of the plowed fields, was
delightful, and to crown it all, Billy

and she remambered
having seen such symbols of the right !
of way stamped i{n big letters on the
ong envelopes, .-

“If he gets this at the same time,
he will read 1t first. All will be well
then, for | have asked him not to
open the other lelter.”

Hastily donning her riding habit |
she alipped ocut guietly to the barn.
There a new difficulty arose. Her |
pony. she reflected, could never make
the twelve miieg in the bare hour she
had left tc reach the station. There
was only one horse In the country
that could make {t over the rough
roads. That was Bllily, Tom's spirited
sorrel.

But Tom and Auont Judith had for-
bidden the girl to ever attempt to ride
Billy. It would be too much :lke
courting death Tom explained

o

was behaving ke

Through fie!d and forest, hin

up

| and down, along the lavel stretches of

the farm lands, she sped paweing at
last to get her hearing: on ) Crest
of the high ridge bLeyon dix-Mi
creel.

“Twenty-five minutes!”™ she eox-
claimed exultantly looking nt her
watch. *“Brave hoy, Bllly! Now for

the home streteh

At the mere touch of the riding
whip the spirited horse plunged for
ward &t incre 1 This hint
of the lssk {nfur ¢d h'm It was a

severe biow to his pride. He resant-
ed it. Bat Margaret sat easly In the
saddle, thinking herself mureter of the
gituation.

Just how he accident
the girl could never qults
Sbe was rounding a wooded

happensd
exXp

Curve

ain

king, ¢

when an antomablle unexpectedly ap-

to his blood

befora she reallzed any
ity eof danger Billy shied in
sudden frizht, throwing her violently

saddle. Fortunately the

lrom the
1

vlelding Hmbs of a wild apple tree
caught her body and broke the force
of the fall.

When consciousness returned she
looked up into the care-worn fice of
Tom, who knelt over her awalting
euEerly some slgn of returniug life
For & moment she could not compre-
hend what it all meant; then, as
nemory lifted the vall caused by the

shock, a smile of peace overspread

her counteanance.
“Then you did write? “she
and the Intonation of her volce an-
ticipated the answer,
“Write? Of course I wyote.
ter than that, I came.™
The whole story of her

Jat-

suffering

| leaped bhefore his mind’'s eye clear as

the morning cun., “I'Il explain it all

]
TOM, ’

when you feel betier: fust one word
LW U'p to three days ago I got jour
intters Then they sto bed Every
day we sent nr jetters by a
5 by tao the offire I 'Sy 3
dreamed that they were pnot promptls
eaching you throukh the malis
“Then something aroused my su
piclions I lnvestigated, The |} on

the last two tripsa had given the let-

ters to that miserable puppet of a
postmaster, Juplter Shaw the
woids where he found irrel
hunting This faitnful servant of
Uncle Sam was on ope of hils period
leal sprees and he calmly sturk
those letters in his breeches pocket
and forgot all about them.™

Cn the seventh day he locksd the
office and disappeared in the swamp
it was by mere chagce that [ ran

ucross bim aund discovered myv letters

|
asked,

i

in hig pocket., Then | knew what
you must have suffered I hurried
acrossa the swamp and river and by a
ucky chance got this automoblle at
Oakland. It's all the fault of Jupiter

crurge him! But, coms we must Le
off. You need attention *

“O, I'm all right,"” Margaret smiled
back at him as he assisted her to the
wilting asutomobile. “I'm not hurt.
There's nothing the matter with me
extept a pronounced sttack of hap-
plness.™

i

Wonderful Beast,

The billposter came dcwn tha
sirect and spread a flariog circus §  st-
eér on the dead wall opposite. Then
the oldest inhabitant grew reminis-
cent.

“When I ses them things golng
up,” he sighed, I think of the clreug

days when | was a |nd, The show
came every spring and gvery boy in
town-—-there was a hundred odd—ear-

ried wiuler for the elephant and got in
free
The grandson zave a low whistle,
“Cricky, grandpa, how many
phants did they
“Only Tommy
could afford In

eles
have?"
That's all they

those days

one,

“Well, 1 was just thinking.™
“Thinking of what, bub?*"
“"What an awfal thirst that lonae

must have | ad
D -
§f the South.

elephiant

Souvenir o

“And von ar 1 r he C€outh
my poor 1 44 ] 1t Wt n
4 | kitel } Hnr

e L i m ! he weary
hoby aa 0 il ¢ e, **) t

ma in (o Ire) L dls

Thinx

You 4 t snvy? I w | wenlA b ]
to 85 the 3 i o . e re 12y ™*

“*Just ) 01 1 must A
on dere a gu r of h tice.”

—_— n - —
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Dangerous Job,

Kind lary—liere Is a rhubarh pls,
m rman How did you get Ltoit
L i1 on ir

1T I w vial, mum
I 1 L.ad Al Kout on 8
ther - i
f a kot -
L ry mian du tehs ]
w mum

- i
Larry's Retort.

They were Jollvine Larry abhout h!
et vil pair of | nt edther
o t you had gunore patricotis
Lz J' they pguyed *‘Why, thure
shoez have London tops and London's

in Enzland."
Thot moy be,™ kshed
yut & srmile, “bu' Lhey

o Cozk’s In Oirlapd.”

£ Luarry.
how eurd

- . '
sUies LW




