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Don Piatt's Capital is denouncing 
tho Electoral Commission as perjur
ers, thieves, corruptionists, etc., etc. 

Some one ought to go around to 
the Capital office with a dollar and a 
quarter's worth of beer tickets and 
stop his clamor. 

A correspondent of the Chicago 
Times finds some consolation in the 
fact that in Berks' county, Pa., whero 
Judge Strong came from, they play a 
game where the seven takes the 
eight. But then that correspondent 
forgot that that game was forty-five 
and this one fifteen. 
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MlNCEIJi lN Y.  

DID YOU EVER. 
Did you ever ace arunnetT . 

T.Ven rrom a reeking beef 
Or an ancient Shaker bonnet, 

Plprcwt with air-holes? To MMMT. 
Did you ever, in the Winter, 

See a pumpkin opotted o'er 
With rotten Bpecks it* entrails inter t 

Or a boulder on the Bhore, 
Perforated, punctured, pied, 

Like a leprous stricken toad ? 
Or a waffle-cake collide;! 

With a soap-dish, a la mode? 
Give to anything I've mentioned 

Shan i ftnnnwn 
And 

Shape affhorcnt, color rone, 
nd, by Jove, on high Olympus, 
You h«V6 seen poor Cromn's nose! 

—Oregon Statttman. 

HUMAN FIENDISHNESS. 

The New York Pott, Tildenish re
publican paper, of this evening, says 
in reference to tho Patrick and Kelly 
dispatches that "we hope the house
hold English dictionarv is not a trust
worthy kej. If so, we have reached 
the most disgraceful part of tho pres
idential business." 

Our telegraphic columns to-day 
give a little more of the true inward
ness of Mr, Tilden's attempt to buy 
an elector in Oregon. It will be seen 
that his man Patrick, of Omaha, and 
Senator Kelly, of Oregon, were, as 
suspected, doing the dirty work. 
It should land principal and accom
plices in Sfete Prison. 

Shyster Field's last witness, is a 
waiter at a hotel who claims to have 
overheard a conversation between 
Wells, Littlefield and Cassanove while 
ho waB serving them. This is nearly 
as respectable as to summon dead 
beats from the south, who claimed to 
have been lying around telegraphic 
offices and hoard important dispatches 
clicking over the wires. 

Matt. Carpenter, attorney for the 
whisky ring, and David Dudley 
Field, attorney for the Tweed ring, 
are putting in their best licks as paid 
attorneys for the Tilden ring. 

Such eminent criminal lawyers 
never come into a case except that it 
is not only a bad one but has plenty 
of money behind it. 

It is probable that the great IOSB 
which Iowa will suffer in the coun
cils of tho nation after the 4th proxi
mo by tho withdrawal of McCrary 
and Kasson from Congress, will be 
somewhat compensated by tho ap
pointment of McCrary as Hayes' At
torney General. No better appoint
ment could possibly be made. 

The Chicago Intcr-Ocean gives its 
daily circulation at 17,765 and weekly 
at 72,200 and challenges a comparison 
with the Time's or Tribune's, average 
circulation, but so far they both re
main mum. 

If you want a Chicago morning 
paper which is able, docent, honest, 
politically reliable, and fit for your 
family to read as well as for yourself, 
the Inter-Ocean is the only one there 
entirely filling all these requisitions. 

The democratic "Wilkes Booth ar
gument was not an entire SUCCCSB in 
New Orleans, Thursday. The wound
ed victim, Gov. Packard, not only 

. disarmed his assailant, but knocked 
-him .down, while a bystander shot 
;-hiin on the wing. 

These bulldozers and assassins are 
the pet lambs that Matt Carpentci 
feels .called upon to defend. But 
then the a6s<u»sin, jWeldon, was only 
practicing at New Orleans, what Car
penter was preaching in Washington. 

HON. JIM KEI.I.EV, democratic Sen
ator from Oregon, when on the wit
ness stand about the Orcgon-Cronin 
matter, some weeks ago, under oath, 
denied that he knew of any attempt 
to corruptly obtain an electoral vote 
in Oregon, or that any corrupt or 
dishonorable means were used to his 
,knowledge. Now the telegram is 
produced showing that he and Pat
rick asked Tilden, or what is the 
same thing, Tilden' nephew, Pelton, 
for |I0,000 to buy an electoral vote 
with- How those democratic reform
ers arc standing out clearly before 
the people as bribers, perjurers and 
assassins. 

NOT long ago Senator Robertson, 
of South Carolina, got left by the 
republicans, and forthwith he made 
a democratic speech in the Senate. 
He goes out March 4th next, and will 
pre-eminently ornament the private 
station. 

Representative Purman of Flor
ida, was openly charged with 
gelling a cadet ship, and at the last 
election he was kicked out of the 
republican camp, and not trusted or 
advised with by republicans during 
the late campaign. He, too, goes out 
March 4th, and he got up on his hind 
legs, recently, and denounced the 
republicans, and indicated his opinion 
that Florida had gone for Tilden. 

Robertson, Purman and Pinchback 
are a lovely set of reformers, and the 
democrats are welcomc to them. 

Can some one tell us how it hap
pens that the worst kind of carpet
baggers and scalawags, gravitate 
straightway into the democratic 
camp as soon as tliey are kicked out 
of the republican party ? 

IT is a very pertinent question for 
all good people to consider, why it is 
that assassination fall always upon 
republican officials ? Why are all 
these assassius of officials, democrats ? 
On Thursday, the 15th iust., three 
men attempt the life of Packard, the 
republican Governor of Louisiana. 
Tho Governor is a resolute, large and 
powerful man, and, though unarmed, 
ho closed with his would-be murder
er and overpowered him. Democrats 
say there was no bull-dozing in 
Louisiana by the democracy: that if 
there was any it was done by repub 
licaas, and yet just now when the 
Joint High Commission is consider
ing that very question, the fiendish 
character of Louisiana ' democracy 
shows itself in acowhrdly attempt up
on the life of the executive of the 
State. Not a week before this occur-
red the same democracy had bur
lesqued and caricatured President 
Grant and family and the national 
government in an offensive street dis
play in New Orleans 

This has not only been done and 
laughed at and applauded by the 
democracy of that city, but the Times, 
the organ of democracy in that state, 
has denominated this display as a 
good thing. No wonder that assas
sins hang,like barnacles, to such a par
ty. The fact is that while no perfect 
man lives upon this earth, and no per
fect party, yet, so to speak, the strug-
§le going on between tho misnamed 

emocratic party and the republican 
Pa"*y,.is a struggle between virtue 
and vice: again we say it is pertinent 
foreyery citizen to reflect why all the 
political assassins are democrats. 

The Williams Standard gets off the 
following good one on the editor of 
the Anamosa Journal: "A young 
man who stutters, and who had re
cently, it was reported, become a 
professor of religion, was met by a 
friend at a dance who accosted him 
in the following manner: 'Do you 
dance ? I thought you wore a church 
member!' To which the other 

Horrible Cruelty and Criminality 
of a Man. 

LA CROSSE, Wis., Feb. 7.—A horri
ble ease of child starving has just 
come to light near Chase burg, a small 
village 12 miles south of here, the par
ticulars of which are as follows:— 
About four years ago Carl Walland 
and wife settled on the ridge two 
miles from Chaseburg. He was a 
rough character, and abused his wife, 
and made himself so obnoxious to the 
neighbors that they would have 
nothing to do with him. During the 
first year of his residence in that sec
tion, when his wife was about to be 
confined, he drove her from the house, 
and the child was born in the straw 
stack. She then went into the house 
with the child in her arms, but was 
refused admission by the brutal hus
band. Slie went to tho granary and 
a twin brother was born. During 
this neglect one of the babies and the 
mother died, and the other, being 
taken by tho heartless father, lived in 
poor health. Walland soon married 
again and his wife became a mother 
about a month since. Tho surviving 
child of the first wife died of starva
tion and ncglect on Monday last, and 
was buried secretly at night by the 
father in the burying-ground. The 
new-made grave excited the suspicion 
of the neighbors toward Walland, 
and on being interrogated he, ac
knowledged that his child had died 
and had been buried as above stated, 
by himself. The sheriff was called 
on and the body was exumed and a 
coroner's jury summoned which, on 
the statement of a physician, brought 
in a verdict that the child starved to 
death. No arrests have yet been 
made, but probably will be to-mor
row ; otherwise the neighbors threat
en to lynch Walland. The child, al
though two years of age at the time 
of its death, had never walked, and 
had lain in a crib wallowing in filth 
for a week at a time. 

'H-h-hell's full of j-j-j-Juat audi 
eb-ch-church member*'* 

His Newspaper Contribution. 
He was a friend of mine and used 

frequently to drop in and give me ad
vice as to how I ought to run my pa
per. 

Ho was a minister, and consequent
ly thought I should devote it a little 
more to the cause of religion, and not 
quite so much to politics. 

He said it could be made a power 
for_ good iu the western land, in 
which we had both cast our fortunes. 

He was a lover of the original, too, 
and said he disliked to see reprint, 
and thought I should write more— 
take the time,-in fact, to fill the paper 
right tip with good, new stuff. That 
seemed such an easy thing for 
him that one day I ventured to say : 

"Brother, you had a glorious meet
ing at the school-house last night, I 
hear—suppose you write it up for 
me?" 

He didn't seem to act as though he 
wanted to. 

I urged. 
He flushed a little and stood around 

awkward like. Ho had never been 
honored with an invitation to write 
lor the press before. 

I still urged. 
Then he took off his gloves. And 

his hat. And his overcoat. Then I 
gave him a seat at the table with pa
per and pencil. 

He sat down to editorial work. 
Heliad always been talking about 

how it should be done, and now he 
was at it. 

Ile startcd in. 
I went about my work, and having 

written a column or two of matter for 
the week's paper, left him still writ
ing, while I went out to solicit some 
advertisements. 

I was gone an hour or two and 
when I came back he was still at it. 

He was sweating awfully. 
The table and floor were white with 

copy-paper, and the pencil in his hand 
was much diminished in length. 

I went to dinner. 
When I returned l\p wasat it vet. 
There was more paper scattered 

around, the pencil was shorter and lie 
was welter. 

The hours dragged along into the 
middle of the afternoon. 

Great cords stood out on the preach
ers heated brow. 

His eyes were bent on the dazzling 
white paper before him, and his fin
gers moved nervously and the pencil 
was a stub. 

I began to grow frightened. 1 knew 
I had only a small weekly paper, and 
that its fourteen columns of space 
(one side was a patent inward) would 
not hold the contents of the bible, and 
a supplement message from heaven 
besides. 

At last the man looked up, and 
timidly advancing with a pieco of pa
per in one hand, suddenly turned and 
went back to change a word. 

Then he came up again, and, like 
one who had passed through a vision, 
held out the paper and feebly asked : 

"Will that do?" 
I looked. 
There were just seven lines of it 

advertising measure I 
He was a large man—weighed over 

300 pounds then, but when I met him 
three weeks later, he weighed less 
than 125. 

He had been sick. 
The seven-linc-nine-hour effort was 

too much for him. 
But it was not all lost. He never 

advised an editor again. 
Neither did ho ever compose for a 

paper again. 
It was hard work for him to write 

and he saw that he was not cut out 
for an editor.—D. Con Jay, in Chica
go Journal. 

The Panic One Man Caused in i 
Colored Church. 

Mr. Doldc, the giant powder man, 
has the reputation of being a practi
cal joker, but his last performance 
may be regarded as going to extremes 
too great to place it within the pale 
even of allowable waggerv. Mr. 
Doldc is interested in a powder man
ufactory at Delassus, in St. Francois 
county, and on last Sunday, while in 
company with a crowd of gay was-
sailers in that place, a bet was made 
that Dokle dare not enter a church 
near Farmington, occupied by a col
ored congregation, dressed in his 
Boyton suit, used in swimming, of 
which he is the owner. Dolde ac
cepted tho challenge. He put on his 
Boyton suit, inflated it with air as if 
ready to plunge into tho river, and, 
placing a fuse in his mouth, and car
rying a powder-tester in his hand, he 
entered the church. He walked up 
the aisle spouting forth fire from his 
mouth, and at the same time explod
ing his powder-tester. The congre
gation were struck with consterna
tion and imagined that the devil had 
come up this time sure. The pas
tor caught the infection, and, after 
breathing forth a short ejaculatory 
Prayer, ho turned round, kicked out 
the window at the rear of tho pulpit 
with his foot and jumped outside. 
Tho members of tho congregation 
tumbled over each other in their ef
forts to roach the door, and soon the 
church was evacuated. Tho result 
was that the perpetrator of tho wick
ed joke was arrested by tho Sheriff 
of St. Francois county and kept in 
jail over night, when, on the interpo
sition of friends, lie was released. 
St. Loui* liepuhlican. 

Tho Atlantu ((in.) Constitution 
again warns Northern Democrats to 
go slow. It says.- -'It should be un
derstood that the South is for the 
Union. The tumbril wheel of war 
has ground into us with many a scar 
and many a pain. Whatever may 
have been our antebellum nqtions of 
the rights of a State—as taught by 
some of the wisest Northern men that 
ever lived—we have learned through 

experience that secession is not 
the moat comfortable experiment in 
iraich a Commonwealth can engage." 

A Little Story Illustrative of tbe 
Present Situation. 

[Washington Corn'spomlenca CIoTelantl Herald.] 
Our present political situation is 

prolific of much philosophizing over 
the uncertainty of office-seeking man. 
"Who arc you for ?" is the National 
conundrum of the hour. Iu the ru
mored weakening of somo thirty 
Democratic members of tho House— 
old Whigs—in the backing out of the 
mueh-nccdod Hewitt, and in the gen
eral on-thc-fence movements of scores 
of politicians, I am reminded of a lit
tle story. One morning a party were 
sitting around the spring at White 
Sulphur, and tho conversation had 
fallen upon the late war. Personal 
reminiscence was in order. Each was 
the hero of his own hair-breadth es
cape, and the sequels were blood and 
thunder. 

Within ear-shot sat an old gray-
coated Virginian, attentively listen
ing and turning his cud reflectively 
between his teeth. At length he 
spoke: 

"Gentlemens, you've all been thro' 
a heap, but they haint none of you 
had a wuss time, nor I, I'll bet." 

"Which side was you on?" asked 
one. 

"Nary a side, gentlemens, but I had 
a monstrous hard time," and the old 
fellow, drawing out his cud of reflec
tion, proceeded: 

"Wall, when the wa' fust broke 
out, I didn't know mnch about it no
how. I was a studying it out, but 
hedn't come to no judgment. Ono 
night my darter Mary Ann was took 
powerful sick. The doctor he wrote 
a script, and told me to go right off 
and git it. So I bridled my old mar', 
and started. Wall, gentlemens,when 
1 got, I reckon,'bout three miles from 
home—it was monstrous dark—some 
one called out'Halt''—and I hilted. 
Fust I knowed I was a prisoner, and 
the boys was round thicker nor June 
bugs. Sez they: "Who are you fur ? 
Sez I: "Gentlemens, my darter Mary 
Ann, she' . Sez they: "Damn 
Mary Ann! Who arc you fur?— 
Speak out. Hnrra for somebody !"— 
I studied a minit, an' then, sez I, on a 
ventur' like, "Hurra for Jeff Davis!" 
They sez, inad as hornets, "I told you 
he was a d—d rebel. Git off that 
mar I" 

_ "Gentlemens, I hain't telling yon no 
lie when I sez they took ine off my 
inar,"and bucked me over a log, and 
hit me live hundred. It hurt power
ful bad; I was monstrous sore. I 
mounted my mar' and started on. I 
hadn't got more'n three mile when I 
heerdanother voice call out, "Halt!" 
an' I hilted ; and agin the boys hed 
me. "Who are you ?" sez they ; sez I, 
"Gentlemen, my darter Mary Ann is 
powerful sick, an' the doctor—" 
"Damn the doctor! Who are you 
fur! Hurra for somebody ! 

•'1 wasn't goin' to be kotchcd agin', 
so I jest took off my hat, an' sez I, as 
loud as I could, "Hurra for Lincoln !" 
"There," sez they, madder nor blazes, 
"I told you lie was a d—d traitor ! 
Git down off that mar'. Gentlemens, 
I ain't telling you no lie. They tuk 
me off that mar', and bucked me over 
a log, and, jest whar I was sore, they 
gin me five hundred mo'. It was 
monstrous bad. But I got on and 
went along. Jest as I tVas a comin' 
into town another man called out 
"Halt!" an' I hilted agin. "Who are 
you fur!" says he. "Hurra for some
body." Gentlemen, I tvant never 
agoin' to be cotched agin. I jest sez: 
"Mister, you jest be so kind as to 
hurra/usf jest this once." 

The powerful application of this 
story is perceptible to all who have 
been "bucl ed" over the last political 
log. 

Oood Times Coming. 
While, with the exception of the 

peaceful solution of tho presidential 
question by referring the dispute to 
arbitration, there is nothing particu
larly new to suggest it, the general 
feeling is that the morning of renewed 
prosperity is about to dawn upon 
the nation ; and such feeling is con
siderable more than half the victory. 
Hard times arc almost as much the 
result of croaking and complaint as 
of necessity. Iu times of business 
stagnation, at the beginning of finan
cial panics, people and press begin to 
preach doleful sermons, and to hoard 
what money there is in the country. 
Hundreds and thousands who never 
would have had any real occasion to 
feel hard times, hear these pitiful, 
unreasonable waitings, and instantly 
clutch their pocket-books, and hold 
them tight until the panic, which is 
thus increased in severity, has worn 
itself out with age. If any man can 
tell why this country should not have 
been prosperous for the last three 
years, why our factories, and rolling-
mills, and furnaces should not have 
been in full operation, why our busi
ness should not have been healthy in 
every department of commerce, we 
should like to hear the reason. While 
the volume of our circulation has not 
been as much as it should have been, 
one way, and a safe way, too, to in
crease it, is to produce by the use of 
what money we have, aiid exchange 
cur productions for the money of 
other nations. The world wants our 
products, and is willing to pay for 
them, and pay well for them. At no 
time have American productions en
joyed such an enviable reputation as 
now. This is shown by the eager 
foreign demand for American beef 
and mutton, and the consequent high 
prices which they bring. It may l>e 
mentioned as a pleasent and cheering 
fact that whenever the Americans 
have sought to establish any of their 
productions iu foreign markets they 
have succeeded. Our exports, too, 
are exceeding our imports about 
$1**0,000,000 annually, and this is not 
only gratifying in itself, but is en
couraging as another evidence of the 
popularity of American products 
abroad. 

There having been no reason, there 
fore, why we should have had hard 
times, there is consequently no reason 
why they should continue, and they 
will not—Western Rural. 

FOREIOI. 

TELEO B1PHIC. 

THE SITUATION. 

Commission Proceedings • 
the Louisiana Question. 

The Debate Continued. 

Warlike Preparations in Russia 
KISIIENEFF, Feb. 15.—Tho Russian 

army here are ready to move against 
the Turks. They number 120,000 in
fantry, 8,000 cavalry, and 428 guns.— 
The two corps at Odessa would make 
a total of the army of the advance of 
180,000 infantry, 12,000 cavalry, and 
720 gnus. One thousand horses have 
been bought for a bridge train lying 
here which is capable of passing the 
whole army over the Danube in one 
day. There are also thirteen steam 
launches, two large barges and seven 
smaller boats, and masses of other 
things even to the smallest detail.— 
Mobilization has proceeded so satis
factorily that within a month the four 
army corps could have crossed the 
Prutli. 

"Coming Events Cast their Shad 
ows Before." 

NEW YOBK. Feb. 14.—Judge Mack-
oy, of South Carolina, said to a cor
respondent, "I regard it as an abso
lute verity that Hayes will be declar
ed President. I have no doubt that 
the Electoral Commission will hold 
that the votes of Louisiana and Ore-, 
gon must be counted for Hayes. I 
regard the position of the republi
cans as to both of these States as per
fectly impregnable. I believe Hayes 
as President will exert his powers be
nignly towards tho South and be a 
pacificator of these sections." The 
Judge has been addressing public 
meetings in South Carolina called to 
hear him on the public situation. 
Gen. Kershaw folio wed Judge Mack-
cy at one meeting and said "With 
Hayes as President of tho United 
States, justice will be done through 
the whole laud and glory and honor 
and peace will crown our couutry 
through his wise and benign admin
istration of its government." 

"Cabbie." 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The "Gab 

ble" cipher dispatch to Tilden has 
been translated by the Senate com-
uiittee on privileges and elections 
with tho aid of a key furnished by 
Mr. Shaw of Detroit, to read as fol
lows : 

"PORTLAND, OUF.., DCC. 1.—To Sani'l 
J. Tilden, 15 Graniercy Park, New 
York: I shall decide every point in 
the case of postoflice elector in favor 
of'tho highest democratic elector and 
grant a certificate accordingly on the 
morning of tho i*«t. Confiden
tial. (Signed) . F GOVERNOR. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 13.—Mr. Jenks 
said they were prepared to show that 
the Ilaycs electors were not elected in 
conformity with the laws. Would 
tho evidence be accepted, ho would 
further .prove tho samo by evidence 
now in possession of the house and 
constructively before the commission 
They were further prepared to show 
that Lcvisec and Brewster were inel
igible ; they would further prove that 
under the constitution of Louisiana 
which . prohibits any person from 
holding two offices, three others were 
disqualified, viz: Jeffroy, Marks and 
Burch, respectively supervisor of 
election, district attorney and state 
senator at the time of election. Tliey 
were prepared to show that it was de
termined before the result was known 
that, if necessary to affect the result, 
the returning board was prepared to 
give the state to Ilaycs regardless ot 
for whom the votes had been cast. In 
conclusion, he asked that the moral 
light of the universe might be allow
ed to shine upon this transaction, and 
that the nation bo freed from the vile 
act of this returning board. 

Ilurlbut said the commission, he 
apprehended, stood in the position of 
a committee appointed, by the two 
houses for its convenience, to perform 
certain "duties, and their jurisdiction 
was defined by certain well-establish
ed laws, lie "maintained there could 
be no question of fact that Kellogg 
was governor of the wretched state 
of Louisiana, elected by the votes of 
the people, returned by the proper 
officers of the state, and regularly in
ducted into office. When the rebel
lion ltd by McEnery had overthrown 
the legal government, the president 
had used the power of the United 
States to put down the rebellion and 
restore this government, and the Sen
ate had, by & solemn resolve, recog
nized and approved the action of the 
president. The houso of representa
tives had also adopted a resolution by 
a vote of 145 to 89, declaring that 
Keliogg be recognized as governor to 
the end of his term of office. The 
legislature of Louisiana also agreed 
that his term of office should not be 
interfered with during the term for 
which he was elected, and until his 
successor had been qualified. If Kel
logg was governor on the 6th of No
vember, it was manifestly true that 
McEnery was not. He had of his own 
will retired from the contest in 1874, 
and had not attempted to discharge 
any of the duties of that office up to 
this time. The certificate given by 
him was irregular from necessity, for 
he had not an office where the returns 
could bo made, and had no secretary 
of state to certify his signature. 

Ilurlbjit argued at length against 
the admission of evidence and going 
behind the face of the returns. He 
declared that tho returning board 
was a legal body and its decision 
final. The supreme court of the state 
itself, as regards its own legal elec
tion, has decided that the return made 
by this board,and required by law to 
be filed with the secretary of stale, 
and also required to be promulgated 
by publication in the papers, arc evi
dence on which the governor gives 
commissions to all officers in the state, 
and that these returns and declara
tions are prima facie evidence which 
can only he gone behind in judicial 
trial. For this, the commission is not 
sitting, nor can it sit as a judicial tri
bunal to try which of the two gen
tlemen named for president has actu
ally been elected. 

Senator Howe then addressed the 
commission on behalf of the repub
lican objectors. He said we object 
that you shall not count the votes 
tendered by McEnery and his asso
ciates ; first, because you have no evi
dence that they were directed by the 
legislature of Lousiana to vote for 
president, and you ought to have 
such evidence before you receive 
them. No man can have his vote as 
an elector counted for president or 
vice-president unless his right so to 
vote is certified by the governor of a 
state. John McEnery was not iu 
November last, and never was, gov
ernor of Lousiana. So many of you 
as occupy seats here, who belong to 
the senate, have often seen the signa
ture of McEnery attached to the cre
dentials of somebody aspiring to 
recognition and knocking for admis
sion to the senate, but you have nev
er opened your doors to any such 
demand, and so many of you as 
belong to the other house have seen 
the same name appended to the cre
dentials of those who asked to be 
admitted to the deliberations of that 
body, but you have uniformly turned 
them away, and said we do not know 
John McEnery in the character of 
governor. I do not know that he has 
ever appeared before the supreme 
court, but another man has appeared 
before that court, lias been impleaded 
before it as governor of Louisiana, 
and judgment lias been given in that 
court upon the issues therein con
firmed, so that you have in all your 
several capacities been called upon 
directly to pass judgment upon this 
pretense, and have all given judg
ment against it. For four years past 
Kellogg has presided over the state 
of Lousiana, and has been recognized 
as its lawful governor. The presi
dent has recognized Kellogg. He is 
the man who has signed all the en
actments of the legislature or has re
fused to sign them, and performed 
all other functions pertaining to his 
office. In_ conclusion, Howe asked 
tho commission to listen to tho law
ful voice of any other state and give 
weight to it. 

At the conclusion of Howe's argu
ment, Judge Campbell informed the 
commission that Carpenter, Trumbull 
and himself would appear for the 
democratic side, and Evarts an
nounced that Stoughton, Shellabar-
ger and himself would appear for the 
republicans. 

Campbell requested six hours' ar
gument for each side. Garfield 
moved to make the time four hours. 
Kecess. _On the rc-asscmbling of the 
commission it was announced that 
4 hours and a half would be allowed 
to each side for their arguments, and 
that the commission would commence 
at five and sit until niuc o'clock this 
evening. 

When the commission again as
sembled, at fivo o'clock, ex-Senator 
Carpenter arose and said: If the 
court please, to relieve some little 
anxiety that exists in some parts of 
the country, let me occupy one mo
ment in stating for whom 1 appear 
here. I desire to say iu the first 
place that I do not appear for Samuel 
J. Tilden. He is a gentleman whose 
acquaintance 1 am not honored with, 
for whom I have no sympathy, and 
against whom I voted, and if this tri
bunal could order a new trial 1 should 
vote against him again, believing as 
I do, that the accession of the demo
cratic party to power in this country 
to-day would be tho greatest calamity 
that could befall the people except 
one, and that one great calamity 
would be to keep him out by fraud 
and falsehood. Carpenter said he 
appeared for ten thousand legal 
voters of Louisiana who were disfran
chised bjr four villains, whose offi
cial title is the returning board of 
Louisiana, and continued as follows: 
Upon the very basis of tho bill creat
ing this tribunal, your decisions are 
to be reported to both houses of Con
gress, and the two houses of Con
gress mav set theiu aside. There is 
an end then of saying that this tribu
nal is exercising judicial power, or 
that, whether you decide that the 
vote shall be counted for Hayes or 
Tilden, that decision precludes tho 
questiou between these two. It does 
not; it can not. In no possible aspect 
of the case can it bo maintained that 
this tribunal is anything ou earth but 
a legislative committee of investiga
tion. 

At this point Justico Bradley iu 
tcrrupted :—1 do not think there is a 
difference of opinion on that point. 
It is tho universal theory, so far as 1 
am informed, that tho powers of this 
commission extend so far, and so far 
only, as the power of tho two houses 
of congress. 

An unimportant discussion then 
followed, after which Carpenter quot

ed the language of the act creating the 
commission, and contended that the 
duty of the tribunal was not to ascer
tain what appears to be the case, but 
who have been duly appointed. Car
penter quoted various authorities to 
show that a writ of quo warranto 
was not a criminal proceeding, but, 
in substancc a civil one. Continuing 
his argument, Carpenter said another 
question of considerable difficulty 
was what was the statuto law of 
Louisiana on the 7th of November 
last ? The question is, on the" 1st 
of April when tho revised stat
utes took effect, did they repeal all 
inter-conflicting statutes, or was 
this act of 1870 saved from re
peal by tho act of the 28th of 
February? That is the question. 
Let me, in the first place, proceed up
on the theory that the state, on the 1st 
of April, did repeal tho election law 
of 1870, and then I will proceed on 
the theory that it didn't, and come 
out just as satisfactorily in one way 
as in the other. It is a lemarkablc 
case, I know, but it happens to bo so. 
Now, if the act of 1808 was in force 
at the last election, it is not pretend
ed that there has ever been any can
vass of the vote of that election ac
cording to that statute. There is no 
pretense of that. They acted on the 
theory that the other law was in 
force, so that if your honors shall 
hold that the act of 1808 was in force 
because embodied in the revision 
taking effect April 1, and therefore 
not repealing the former act of the 
16th of March, then this case to-night 
is precisely in the attitude in which 
it was four years ago. At that time 
there came Hp from botilsiana a reg
ular certificate of its governor that 
so many persons had been duly ap
pointed electors of the state ; but the 
senate, going upon the theory which 
I maintain is the true and proper one, 
raised a committee in advance to ex
amine into the facts about the election 
of that college. They sent for wit
nesses and brought them here in large 
numbers, and made an examination, 
and the committee reported on the 
subject, not expressing an opinion 
whether they should or should not be 
excluded, but stating the fact that 
there had never been a canvass of 
those votes by any person authorized 
to canvass them, and submit ed the 
question to the two houses whether 
the vote should be counted or not, 
and the two houses, acting each for 
itself, decided that they should be 
excluded. Now I ask this commis
sion whether it will do to decide that 
congress violated its constitutional 
duty or usurped power in holding 
that the vote should not be couuted 
four years ago. That must be the 
•onclusion that you are to hold, if you 
cannot go back of the governor's cer
tificate. When wo come to the re
peal of the act of 1870 the question 
may bo raised whether the repealing 
law revived the original law. But in 
that state that fact is forbidden by 
the constitution, that by the subse
quent repeal of the act of 1870 would 
not revive the act of 1808. The act of 
18(58 is lost entirely unless it was con
tinued in force by the rcvisiou. If 
the revised statutes continued in 
force, then the provision of the act of 
1870 did not contain a provision in 
regard to electors. The act of 1872 
did not, except to fix dates, which 
was wholly unnecessary, congress 
having determined that. Now, then, 
I maintain, and here cross the path 
of some of the other counsel far more 
distinguished, that electors are not 
state officers. They are, therefore, 
not included in these general provis
ions of this act of 1872. He then 
spoke at some length upon tho law 
of Louisiana for appointing electors. 

At this point Carpenter complained 
of feeling unwell from the close at-
mosphcic of the court room, which 
had, somo time previously, been ren
dered very disagreeable by tho smoke 
of thecandles, with which alone, it 
was lighted, and the commission 
•hereupon, shortly before 7 o'clock, 
adjourned until to-morrow at 11 a. m 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14.—Upon the 
re-assembling of the electoral com
mission this morning, Carpenter re
sumed his argument, contending that 
the constitution of the United States 
forbade conferring judicial powers 
upon the returning board of Louisi
ana, and that the law of a state which 
attempted to confer such power was 
void. The returning board, had it 
possessed judicial powers, had gone 
outside of its powers. The statute 
requires duplicate returns to be made 
within twenty-four hours, and such 
returns were not made within fifteen 
days. He read from the report of 
Hoar, Whcelerf gnd Frye, to show 
how this delay could be taken advan
tage of to change the result, and said 
thev were prepared to show that ten 
thousand votes had been disfranchis
ed. lie read from the report previ
ously quoted and said, wouldn't 
Wheeler wake up astonished to find 
himself elected by the very means he 
condemned. 

Trumbull said he supposed they 
should now present evidence of fraud, 
irregularity and illegality on the part 
of the returning board were charged 
and proof offered to be produced.— 
Kellogg and others were accused like
wise of sins of omission and commis
sion and proof thereof offered, would 
be furnished. 

By Trumbull, the question was 
sprung as to the timej to be allow-
d for argument on the interlocutory 

question as to admissibility of evi
dence offered. 

Thurman thought the ease would 
be expedited by allowing evidence to 
go in, subject to objections, instead of 
frittering away their time on the ad
missibility of testimony. He thought 
it was making this commission a court 
of common pleas instead of the great 
tribunal it was intended to be. 

Thurman and Abbott opposed mix
ing up the case. Thurman favored 
considering tho evidence on both 
sides, subject to admissibility. 

Judge Strong offered a substitute 
giving counsel on each side two hours 
to argue on the admissibility of evi
dence. 

Thurman moved to make it three 
hours. 

Edmonds proposition was rejected, 
11 to 4. Strong B agreed to without 
division. 

Bradley moved that counsel may 
take such additional time as they tie-
sired to have deducted from the four 
and onc-lialf hours a|lowe$jre>terd;ty 
for general debate. 

Ilccess. 

On reassembling 
Edmunds argued that the effect of 

taking testimony provisionally might 
be that at tho end of ten days they 
might find evidence inadmissible and 
the whole time wasted. 

Judge Bradley thought they should 
go on in the manner similar to the 
course pursued in the Florida case. 

Judge Miller asked if it could not 
be so arranged that the case could be 
argued so that when the commission 
went into consultation if it was deci
ded not to admit evidence it would 
not be necessary to hear furlhsr ar
gument. 

Edmunds submitted the following: 
Ordered, that counsel now be heard 

on the whole subject as the case now 
stands, and that four hours on each 
side be allowed for debate. 

Judge Miller thought the effect of 
this order was to permit the case to 
bo argued as it now stands, leaving 
the admissibility of testimony to be 
considered afterwards. If that was 
admitted of course thev would have 
to come back and listen to argument 
on it. 

Fur'her Argument of Counsel IfMhe 
Louisiana Case. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. II.—After re
cess, Trumbull proceeded with his 
argumont, saying they were brought 
to faco tho question, whether a 
president is to be made through fraud 
and villainy on the part of officials, 
whose duty it was to issue certificates. 
There was no other tribunal »o which 
application could be made, except 
this tribunal. This commission was a 
tribunal of the two houses. Could it 
be that tho constitution had made no 
provision against the inauguration of 
a president by forgery anil fraud, and 
by a conspiracy between men who 
certify to his election. Ho felt hu 
initiated, that as a citizen of this re
public, he was called upon to argue 
this question before a national tribu
nal. It was not before a canvassing 
board, touchiug tho election of a 
justice of the peace, but the national 
congress, having power to go to the 

very bottom of everything, that ho 
appeared. There was submitted to 
this commission, not only the question 
as to who were the lawful electors, 
but all matters connected with the 
double returns. When tho act was 
passed a thrill went through the coun
try, and there was a feeling that 
whatever the decision was, it would 
declare tho true voice of the people. 
Should it be said that when the law 
declared they should consider all 
questions connected with the double 
returns, it merely meant that they 
should do a simple sum in arithmetic. 
What the country wanted was a de
cision as to who was lawfully elected, 
and the country would not be satis
fied with anything else. Trumbull 
instanced the fact that Pinchback, 
bearing a Kellogg certificate, had ap-
applied for admission to the senate 
within two years, and after being 
kept long in waiting had the door 
closed on him; therefore Kellogg is 
no better than McEnery. But you 
have got a certificate here from a per
son claiming to be governor—a certi
fied list as it is called in tho statute— 
of the names of persons elected elect
ors. What does that amount to ? Did 
the constitution require it? Tho 
constitution said that the electors 
should meet in their respective states 
and vote by ballot for two persons, 
make a list of all persons voted for. 
and the number of votes for each, 
which list shall be signed, certified, 
and transmitted sealed to the seat of 
the general government, directed to 
the president of the senate, who then 
in the presence of tho senate and the 
house of representatives, shall open 
all the certificates, and the vote shall 
then be counted. This is a right not 
inherent in a state, but derivative 
from the constitution of the United 
States. Every word and every letter 
iu this constitution is as binding on a 
state as on tho United States. 

Trumbull referred to the unani
mous report of the senate committee 
made in 1873, and said, what was the 
result ? The senate and house voted 
not to count the electoral vote of 
Louisiana. Congress looked into it, 
and its committee reported that the 
votes had never been canvassed by 
anybody having authority to canvass 
them. The result was that the vote 
of Louisiana was rejected. 

Justice Bradley—Who made the 
canvass at tha* lime ? 

Trumbull—It was required to be 
made bv a returning board which 
consisted of the governor, the secre
tary of state, the auditor and two 
other persons, and there was a con
troversy as to which was tho true 
canvassing board. 

Judge Bradley—It was held that 
tho proper board had not made the 
canvass. 

Trumbull—It was not decided in 
the report of the committee on priv
ileges. 

Senator Morton—Have yon the 
whole of the report there? 

Trumbull—I have. One of the 
points stated is, that the person who 
in fact made the examination and 
count had no legal authority to do 
so. 

Senator Edmunds—Do I under
stand you to say the judgment of the 
senate four years ago was a question 
of fact as to what the real vote of the 
people of Louisiana was ? 

Trumbull—It is difficult to tell on 
what considerations the senators 
voted. The certificate of the govern
or of Louisiana was in improper 
form, and for some reason both hous
es concurred in rejecting the vote of 
Louisiana, so that if this amounts to 
anything, it is a decision that duly 
authorized certificates of a governor 
is not conclusive on the two houses of 
congress. 

Senator Edmunds—The resolution 
adopted there was that all the object
ions presented having been consider
ed, no electoral vote purporting to be 
that of Louisiana should be counted. 
That was adopted by a vote of 33 to 

Among the objections was one 
. Carpenter, of Wisconsin, on the 

ground that there was no proper re
turn of the votes cast by the electors 
in Louisiana, and because there was 
no state government republican in 
form, aud because no canvas or 
count of the votes had been made 
prior to the meeting of the electors. 
Another objection of similar import 
was made by Senator Trumbull, of 
Illinois. 

The presiding justice-(inUirposiug) 
—you are entitled to the floor, Mr. 
Trumbull, unless you yield. Pro
ceed. 

Senator Edmunds (with some as
perity)—Do you mean to say a mem-
ber ot' this commission cannot make 
an inquiry ? 

The presiding justice—(authorita
tively)—I say Mr. Trumbull is entitl
ed to the floor. 

Justice Bradley, to Trumbull—I 
understand the decision of the sena
tor in that case went to the form and 
not to the point whether the certificate 
of the governor was not conclusive. 

Trumbull read Governor War-
moth's certificate in that case, and 
said this one thing was certainly set
tled by congress there, and that was 
that the governor's certificate—the 
same as that known as No. 1 in this 
ase—might be overruled by the con

current action of the two houses. The 
report of the committee was that the 
vote had not been properly canvassed. 
Now we propose to show that the 
vote of Louisiana has never been can-
asscd ; that the pretended canvas is 

a fraud ; that the papers are forged, 
the returns altered and falsified, and 
I would like to know whether a count 
under such circumstances is any bet
ter than a count made by persons who 
had not any right to count. If the 
action of congress is good for any
thing in that case it must binding on 
this commission. 

Justice Miller—Allow me to make 
a point which came up iu the Florida 
case aud to which I attach a good deal 
of importance. If the only thing 
that the republican returning board 
can do is to determine whether cer
tain polls are to be couuted or reject
ed, your argument is a perfectly good 
one. But is it not also true that the 
jurisdiction of the board is commen
surate with the duties and functions 
which It has to perforin ? And if it 
is not true, the one main fact which 
it has to perform is to ascertain who 
are the electors to declare that fact; 
and can it bo said that if that board 
mistakes the law ou some points while 
discharging that function, that that 
mistake is so jurisdictional as to viti
ate its return ? 

Trumbull—No, sir. I don't con
tend for that. 

Justieo Miller—Then my suggestion 
is that tho jurisdiction of that board 
is to ascertain and declare who were 
elected, and that all below that is the 
exercise of the means aud the mode 
of procedure. 

Trumbull—To that I cannot quite 
assent. 1 assent entirely to the prop
osition that in any matter over which 
this board has jurisdiction and dis
cretion to act, its judgment is not to 
be disturbed. The point which I 
make is that while it is its duty to 
canvass aud complete the vote, it is 
also its sworn duty not to take juris
diction of the question of rejecting 
votes unless a foundation is laid for it. 
Trumbull next argued that it was not 
competent for four person to act. 

Seiiator Edmunds—Your point is 
that no steps could be taken by the 
returning board until the board was 
full ? 

Trumbull—No step could be taken 
until the board was full, thev having 
authority to fill it. Possibly'a differ
ent rule might apply if they had not 
the power to fill vacancies; but the 
power being there, and the constitu
ent elements of which this returning 
board being required to consist of 
persons of different political parties, 
I insist that the board could not go 
on without filling up the vacancies. 

The presiding justice notified Trum
bull that his time had expired, but in 
consideration of the various inter
ruptions, further time was accorded 
him, which he used in presenting ob
jections to tho electoral votes — . — of 
Brewster and Levissee, who held fed
eral offices at the time of their elec
tion. • 

J ustice Bradley—Do you intend to 
prove that they were federal office
holders when elected ? 

Trumbull—Yes. 
Justice Bradley—And that they 

were office-holders when tlmy vofed ? 
Trumbull—No. I understand that 

tho proof will show that Brewster 
tendered his resignation on the 4th of 
November, that it was accepted on 
the 16th, and very singularly it was 

accepted to take effect on the 4th, some 
twelve days before it was received at 
the interior department. 

Senator Thurman—Does not the 
law of Louisiana provide that if an 
elector who has been chosen does not 
appear by a certain hour, the remain
ing electors may proceed to fill the 
vacancy ? 

Trumbull—There i9 such a provis
ion in the act of 1868. 

Considerable discussion ensued be
tween Thurman, Edmunds and Trum
bull as to the status of the various 
complicated and disputed laws of 
Louisiana and their bearing on this 
case. 

_ Stoughton followed on the repub
lican side. He expressed his surprise 
at the objection that |the certificate 
of Kellogg was iuoperativc. It 
would be remembered that when the 
vote of Connecticut was counted, her 
governor (Ingersoll) was a presi
dential elector-at-large, and his cer
tificate had been received without 
objection. Such a returning board 
was a large body and had power to 
apportion the vote and finally certify 
it. The decision of the commission 
in tlio Florida case determined the 
entire question here raised as to the 
right of the commission to go behind 
the action of the returning board, 
and he could not perceivc that any 
question, much less the main ques
tion, was now open lor argument. 
He quoted against Trumbull's argu
ment to-day from the report made by 
senator Trumbull to the effect that 
neither the senate nor the house, nor 
both jointly, have power tinder the 
constitution to canvass the returns of 
an election, and that the mode and 
manner of choosing electors was left 
exclusively to the states. He also 
quoted on the same point the letter 
recently published from ex-judge 
Church, of New York. A state cor
rects the frauds of its own officers 
and does not apply to congress for 
the purpose. Congress would best 
perform its duty by discharging it 
within its authority, and leaving 
these occasional frauds, that are 
sometimes assumed and sometimes 
ottered to be proved, to be taken care 
of by the tribunals having jurisdic
tion over them. Congress might have 
the power, but it did not have the 
right to disregard the highest legal 
authority of a state. Coming in the 
course of his argument to the objec
tion made to the returning board in 
Louisiana, for not having filled the 
vacancy of the board, he said the law 
on the subjeet was merely directory 
and the failure to obey the law did 
not interfere in any manner with the 
capacity or jurisdiction of the boartl. 
If two of theflve members had been 
democrats and had afterwards altered 
their politics, would the boaid be 
asked to cease to exist on that ac
count ? In conclusion, he said talk to 
me about outrage, fraud and disfran
chisement of voters. There are two 
sides to that question, and if yoti sit 
here to go back and canvass the votes, 
you sit here to administer the law of 
Louisiana, and you must administer 
it by learning who have been disfrnn-
chised, and what was the lawful vote 
of that state, in harmony with her 
laws and not iu harmony with the 
will of a party. 

Shcllabarger next addressed the 
commission on the same side. lie 
argued that the act of 1872 held good 
in 1870, during the ̂ presidential elec
tion, and that the revisory act of 1870 
which provided for the canvass of 
returns by a board and the governor 
was repealed and was not in force in 
1870, for that provision which made 
the governor a canvasser for the 
purpose of an election was inconsist
ent with the fifty-fourth section of 
the session acts of 1870, which ex
pressly provided a different tribunal 
for all elections, including the elec
toral college. It was also repealed 
by the repealing clause of the session 
act of 1870. Tho election law of 1872 
applies to all elections, and furnishes 
the machinery or means of conduct
ing all elections in that state, includ
ing the electoral college. But it may 
be asked, said the speaker, how can 
you preserve and keep in forco that 
provision of the act of 1870 revising 
that of 18(58, which provides for till
ing the electoral college consistently 
with that which you have just been 
stating ? I answer, first of all, that it 
is an exceedingly bcuign canon of 
interpretation that a law is never re
pealed by a new act, unless either ex
pressly so done, or else the repug
nance be such tliat it would be 
impossible for the two acts to stand 
together, and in using this language 
I am but repeating the words of the 
supremo court of the United States as 
auuouuced on many occasions. An
other rule of interprctatiou is this, 
that in cases of doubt, whenever an 
interpretation would lead to conse
quences that arc either absurd or 
hurtful to the public welfare, that 
interpretation will never be tolerated, 
unless its escape is impossible. The 
next step is this: Is it possible to 
escape the conclusion that, under the 
legislation of Lousiana, Lousiana was 
disfranchised ? and I invite the gen
tlemen on the other side, who may 
suppose thlsactis repealed, by which 
only the electoral college can be 
filled, to show me some statute that 
forces upon you, either by a direct 
provision or any fair interpretation, 
the conclusion that Louisiana has 
been disfranchised. In this process 
of legislation, there is nothing to re
peal that section which provides for 
filling vacancies under the law of 
18(58 and 1870, except the repealing 
clause of the act of 1872 which says 
that all other acts on the subject 
of election laws are hereby repealed. 
In every case of doubt, the practical 
construction that has been given a 
law is conclusive. This law has been 
practically construed as applicable 
to presidential elections, for all elec
tions that have been held since it has 
been on the statute books have been 
conducted under it. Counsel pro
ceeded to argue that Kellogg was the 
rightful governor of Louisiana, and 
continued as follows: "Now, I take 
the language of the supreme court of 
the United StateB. It is in these 
words : It rests with congress to de
cide what government is the estab
lished one in a state, and when sena-
•ots and representatives from a state 
are admiticd into the councils of the 
Union, the authority of the govern
ment under which they were appoint
ed, as well as its republican character, 
is recognized by proper constitution
al authority, and its decision is bind
ing on every department of the gov
ernment aud could not be questioned 
in any judicial tribunal.'" 

Shellabarger next argued that the 
returning board was a legal body, 
and that the electors objected to were 
not ineligible. "I come now," said 
:ounsel, "to the real question in this 
case, and really tho only question 
there is, and that one is decided by 
what you have just decidod in the 
case of Flortda, and that is whether 
or not it is competent for you to go 
behind the action of the "returning 
board of Louisiana for the purpose 
of finding out what happened iu its 
exercise of the jurisdiction bestowed 
by iho statute. Upon the threshold 
of this question 1 want to say that 
when we deny the power of going 
behind the finding of that board, we 
are thereby covering up frauds or 
seeking to escape scrutiny, 1 submit 
that it is uuutferbly unjust. It 
has not even the semblance of 
fairness In it. It ill bccoiues 
my friend to .talk to us about 
this being an attempt to pat a 
man into the presidency of the 
United States by fraud." We hear 
them saying that tho divorcement of 
the legislative, the executive and the 
judicial power is complete, and that 
congress conld not exercise judicial 
powers, and tho very next moment 
the counsel says: "Oh, yes, you have 
all judicial powers, can do something 
that a «/uo warranto can do, and be
cause a quo warranto can trv this 
thing you can try it;" then, in another 
case, we find these gentlemen coming 
up and sayiug, "Oh, Mr. Kellogg is 
governor of Louisiana, and therefore 
he is uo elector," and then, the next 
moment you have them coming for
ward and sayiug, "Oh, he is no officer 
at all, he is not governor of Louis
iana, but McEnery is." I now con
clude this argument by an allusion to 
what has been the weight and the 
burden on the other side. It is in re
gard to this alleged outrage iu the 
state of Louisiana. Why, gentlemen, 
can you shut your eyes to what is 
now, if-not the saddest, ccrtainly one 
of the aaddest chapters in American 
history? By actual count, through 

the aid of General Sheridan, it is 
now set down as a part of our his
tory that in this blighted and blasted 
state of Louisiana four thousand and 
odd citizens have been murdered, 
murdered by plan, murdered by sys
tem, by organization ; murdered for 
the purpose of putting down the right 
of the black man to vote, and that 
thing has been going on and on thro' 
these dark and terrible years. It was 
my misfortune, gentlemen, to go once 
myself in 18(56 to this state, sent by 
the congress of the United States, and 
I took the testimony of hundreds of 
men, and when I was taking it I lit
erally sat with my feet in pools of hu
man blood shed in pntting out the 
free government of the state of Louis
iana, and they did put it.out. Oh, 
right wctfcand effectively! Gentle
men of America, that is a higher des
ignation than gentlemen of the com
mission, remember there is on tiial 
here to-night the question whether 
those laws made in Louisiana iu pur
suance of the 103d article of the con
stitution, enjoining it on the legisla
ture to make laws of protection, of 
right, of freedom to vote, If you fail 
to execute these laws you wiil have 
stabbed your country in that place 
where we are taught from childhood 
the life of a country is to be found 
and resides, to-wit: in freedom and 
purity of the ballot box." 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The elec
toral commission met at 10:15, and 
Evarts continued his argument on 
the republican side. He contended 
that the right to cast its vote 
rested in the state, and was not a 
grant from the general government-
Whatever power the Federal Govern
ment possessed,, it held through the 
terms of the Federal constitution, 9th 
and 10th articles and amendments 
reserved in terms to the states all the 
rights not specifically delegated. Tbe 
whole matter of selecting electors, 
determining and issuing of certificates 
belonged to the state, and it was for 
the Federal Government to count the 
votes after they had left the state, as 
in the Florida cas.v So hero this 
body'had the t wer •_ h<» two hous
es *.o count the vote. This power was 
granted to these bodies by the consti-
tion, but no: by the t ^r of legisla
tion. Considering "tne power poss
essed by the com sion, Evarts 
charged that the other side had 
changed its position, holding in the 
Florida case that it had judicial 
authority to institute quo warranto 
proceedings, and now declaring that 
it was not a judicial body, but their 
duties were said to be legislative. He 
contended that the power vested in 
that body was such as existed in the 
two houses for the performance of a 
specified duty, to count the electoral 
votes, not the vote for electors, for 
the two houses did not possess that 
power. In regard to the ineligibility 
of Brewster and Levisse, tne statute 
prescribed that they should be waited 
for, and if they did not appear until 
four o'clock, the vacancies were to be 
filled by the remaining electors. 
These gentlemen did not appear, and 
the vacancy was dcclarcd and filled. 
It was, as stated, to till a vacancy, 
that their title to the office of electors 
was to be judged; there was nothing 
in offers of proof on tho other side 
that detracted from the right of the 
Governor to issue certificates of elec
tion ; he felt relieved of any nccessity 
to prove that Kellogg was de facto 
Governor, for in their first proposi
tion, tho other side offered to prove 
that through the months of October, 
November and December, there was 
no proof that Brewster and Levisse 
were not qualified to receivc an elec
tion on the Gth of December. It was 
also among the offers of proof that 
Kellogg's certificate was by the de 
facto Governor of the state, and this 
certificate shows for whom the votes 
were legally cast. Evarts then re
ferred to the laws of Louisiana re
garding electors and elections. lie 
said that not one of the eminent law
yers who visited New Orleans during 
November, ever thought to suggest 
that Governor Kellogg ought to count 
the vote, which was the construc
tion pow sought to be put upon the 
statutes of the state. Evarts argued 
against the authority of congress to 
interfere in the affairs of a state, and 
said our forefathers were jealous of 
federal power; they would not per? 
mit the introduction of the federal 
fiugcr in the state elections, and for
bid the election of a federal officer. 
It was a monstrous proposition that 
congress could sift and sift, discard, 
discount and destroy in an election in 
a state. Their position iu the Florida 
caso was unchanged. In the absence 
of necessary legislation, there could 
not be a revision of the count. As to 
the claim of the McEnery electors, 
acting without color or show of any 
authority, neither McEnery or the 
electors having been inducted into 
office, their action was wholly void. 
In support of this proposition, he ci
ted numerous authorities. Oil the 
other hand, suppose Brewster and 
Levisse had been ineligible, there wa» 
color and a show of authority, and 
the state was not to be deprived of an 
act which it approved, by an object
ion raised at the moment of counting 
the vote. In reply to the argument 
of Trumbull, that Brewster and Le
visse being ineligible, but six electors 
were elected, and hence there were 
no vacancies, in other cases, unless 
the office was filled, there must be a 
vacancy. End federal diFquaiii'iCiitions 
alone made that. There was no evi
dence of disqualification, ami if there 
was, it was inadmissible as to state 
disqualtications. An elector was not 
an officer, but that term was applied. 
In a like manner the primary applica
tion of the word elector is made to a 
voter at the polls. He had no desire 
to appeal to partisanship ; he desired 
to present his case as an American 
citizen: he wanted tho wrongs in 
Louisiana that had so loiig loeii per
petrated, remedied, but he wanted 
them remedied by law. The condi
tion of affairs in Lohi<>i..iia wt.s not 
to be smiled at. Evarts discoursed 
on the necessity of means to support 
the state government in Louisiana, 
and continued that the decision in the 
Florida case, as to inquiring whether 
the returning board acted without 
jurisdiction, covered every point in 
the present case. 

Thurman said it might be that a 
majority of the commission had 
thought the law of Florida authoriz
ed the board to do whatever was 
done, which might not be the case, 

Evarts said he could not know that, 
but he was following tho argument of 
O'Conor in that case. O'Couor had 
not denied that if the inquiry was ex
tended to the acts of the returning 
board, it could go to every poll. If 
the work couldn't be done thorough
ly, it had beter be left undone. Sup
pose it had been provided that the 
Governor was the person to cast the 
electoral vole, would this commission 
inquire into the mode by which that 
Governor was elected, or whether he 
was a conspirator ? It was enough to 
know that lie was Governor of the 
state. Evarts closed with au earnest 
defense of the blacks of Louisiana, 
saying that it was proposed to make 
them the victim of a constitution for 
a constitution that gave them the gift 
of suffrage, and they were now to be 
slaughtered for having it in their 
possession. Evarts closed at 1:10, and 
occupied all the time allotted to his 
side, and on motion of Thurman, the 
commission took recess. 

After rccoss Judge Clifford an
nounced that the Republican side 
had consumed its time and that two 
and one-half hours remained to the 
other side. 

fore yon. Suppose, for instance, tho 
State of Louisiana had passed such 
an act as this: 

"Be it enacted, That William Pitt 
Kellogg, J Madison Wells and their 
associates are made a body corporate 
with all powers of corporation under 
the civil courts of Louisiana, and 
there is granted to them the solo and 
exclusive power, privilege and im-
mnnity to appoint, in all forms and 
at the times they may bo designated 
in the acts and statutes of the United 
States, electors for President and 
Vice-President of the United States 
at each Presidential election, under 
the Constitution of the United States, 
which may bo appointed and allot-
ted^ to the State of Louisiana, or 
which the state of Louisiana may be 
entitled to appoint, and from time to 
time the legislature contracts to make 
such directions as may bo necessary 
to make this grant effcctivo and the 
Governor shall grant all such certif
icates and commissions as may bo 
necessary and do all oilier acts iu 
furtherance thereof." 

What w ould be said to such an act 
as that? and yet it is not very far 
from the case before the court. 

Judge Campbell said on the :{0th. of 
October there issued out of the Circuit 
Court of New Orleans ten thousand 
and upwards of warrants of arrest 
to seize ten thousand individuals, in
habitants of the city of New Orleans, 
for having registered themselves as 
competent voters in 1874. They em
braced some of the most respectable 
men in the city—my friend and fami
ly physician among the number. 
Now that is not quite 2,000 murders 
and bloodshed, and all that. A whole 
community, comprising the very best 
citizens aparently the best in standing 
in prosperity and social position, with 
warrar.ts of arrest to seize them and 
bring them before an officer of the 
United States Court for fraud. Now, 
sir, there are 10,000 lies sworn to in 
order to procure these affidavits. 
There was not a scintilla of truth, or 
any desire to have truth. One thou
sand three hundred and sixty cases 
were tried and dismissed on sight, but 
it served the purpose. 

Ti*e affidavits were made by two 
policemen, all of them; I read them 
myself. 

Thurman—The whole 10,000 made 
by two men ? 

Campbell—Yes, sir; two policemen 
in each ward made the affidavits. On 
these a red line is drawn around the 
name on the registration list, and sev
eral thousaud voters were unable to 
restore their names on that list in 
order to vote. 

Justice Clifford then announced 
that the discussion on the pending 
question was concluded. That there 
would bo no further public proceed
ings to-day. At half past 4 o'clock 
the Commission after a short recess 
went into secret session. It was de
cided not to hold a private session 
to-night as anticipated and adjourned 
until 10 o'clock to-morrow, with the 
understanding that a vote on pending 
questions with regard to the admis
sibility of evidence in the Louisiana 
caso as proposed by tho democrats, 
shall be taken at 4 o'clock to-morrow 
afternoon. 

In conclusion Campbell argued 
against the legality of the Returning 
Board, saying the Legislature had 
said there should be five persons, and 
they had refused to fill tho vacancy 
because of a fraudulent purpose. 

Merrick, of the democratic counsel, 
asked leave to file a brief of the sub
ject last referred to, and permission 
was granted. 

Louisiana for Hayes. 
Special to tbe Courier. 

NEW YOHK, Feb. 16.—The special 
commission have decided that no ev

idence can bo received in tho Louisi
ana case except the electoral certifi
cates. The vote stood eight against 
seven. The commission have now 
sent for counsel and upon their arri

val will open the votes. 

FOUND A KEY. 

It Unlocks the Secrets ot Three 
Innocent Cipher Telegrams. 

A Piteous Wail for Ten Thous
and Dollars to Bny Oregon. 

Another Republican Elector At
tempted to be Bought 

THE OREGON CASE 

Attempt to Assassinate 
GOT. Packard. 

Packard only slightly Wound
ed In the Knee. • 

A By-stander Shoots and wWMfla 
the Would-be Assassin. 

Four Men in the Plot, but Three 
Back out 

Attempt to Assassinate Govt 
Packard. 

CINCINNATI, O., Feb. 15.—The New 
Orleans operator has just reported 
that Gov. Packard has been assassin
ated. 

NF.W ORLEANS, Feb. 15.—About 
noon to-day in an altercation in his 
office, with a man unknown to the 
police on duty in the State House, 
Gov. Packard was shot in the knee
cap. The party who did the shootln 
was fired upon by a bystander an< 
wounded iu the arm. 

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 15.—The Time* 
says, at 11:30 the vicinity of the Gov
ernor's room in the State House, rang 
with a sharp report of two pistol 
shots, fired almost simultaneously. It 
transpired that Gov. Packard, while 
seated in his chair, surrounded by a 
half-dozen callers, had been suddenly 
approached by one of tbe parties, 
who,'drawing a pistol and leveling it 
at Mr. Packard's heart, at almost 
point-blank range, pulled the trigger. 
At that very instant Packard struck 
the weapon down and simultaneously 
the weapon exploded and the shot 
struck Packard in the knee. Packard 
then closed with the man and threw 
him to the floor. Diligent enquirv 
failed to divulge the name of the 
man or anything about him, or about 
the cause of the attack. The report 
is that he was a correspondent for a 
northern paper, but all information is 
vague. Packard's wound is very 
slight, only a flesh wound. Both 
men were arrested. Packard was 
taken to a private apartment and the 
wound examined. It is not serious 
if carefully tended. The assassin 
says his name is Wm. Henry Weldon. 
His home is Philadelphia, where be 
has a mother and sister. With regard 
to his attempt to kill Packard, he says 
there were four others with him who 
were to assist him in the undertaking, 
but that when reaching the door of 
the State House, they refused to go ' 
in, and left him to carry out the plan 
alone. Weldon is not very seriously 
hurt. The ball hit him in the left 
arm, just below the shoulder, and 
seems to have come out at the elbow. 

Judge Campbell then proceeded to 
close for the defense. lie said he did 
not understand that Presidential 
electors owed their existence to tbe 
constitution of auy state, but they de
rived their power from the people of 
the Uuited States, which were United 
States under confederation and bo-
fore the Constitution was adopted 
which was in its own language ''to 
forma more perfect t'nion." 

Campbell argued that the Commis
sion had power to deal with tho cer
tificate of the lteturiiing Board aud 
power to look into every act of the 
Legislature, and if the Legislature 
contravenes the fundamental princi
ples that lie at tho foundation of 
American liberties, they should re
ject the votes. While the learned 
gentleman was speaking, said Camp
bell,! drew up an imaginary act of 
tho Legislature of Louisiana as an 
illustration of his argument, and to 
enable me to put the caso fairly be-

Translation of those Innocent Ci
pher Messages-

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14.—The Senate 
committee on privileges and elections 
were in session until a very late hour 
this evening, occupied with the ex
amination of Alfred B. llinman and 
A. W. Shaw, of Detroit, Michigan, 
who had business transactions with 
J. H. N. Patrick, of Omaha, Nebras
ka, aud who communicated with him 
by telegraph in cipher tor some years 
past. The key to the cipher used by 
them is "household English diction
ary," and by the aid of this key the 
following translations of cipher dis
patches relative to the Oregon elec
toral case were made: 

PoRTLAxn, Nov. 28.— W. T. Pelton, 
15 Graniercy Park, New York:—A 
certificate will be issued to one dem
ocrat. Must purchase a republican 
electov to recognize and act with a 
democrat and secure his vote and 
prevent trouble. Deposit #10,000 to 
my credit with Kouutz Bros., Wall 
street. Answer. 

(Signed,) J. H. N. PATRICK. 
1 fully endorse this. 

JAMES H. KELLY. 
PORTLAND, NOV. 30.— W. T. Pelton, 

No. 15, Gramercy Hark, New York: 
—Governor all right without reward. 
Will issue certificates Tuesday. This 
is a secret. The republicans threaten 
if a certificate is issued, to ignore the 
democrat, claim and fill the vacancy. 
This will defeat the action of tho 
governor. One must be paid to rec
ognize the democrats and secure a 
majority. Have employed three law
yers. The editor of the only repub
lican paper is one of the lawyers. 
Fee three thousand. Will take five 
thousand for a republican elector 
Must raise the money. Can't make 
the fee contingent. Sail Saturday. 
Kelly and Bellinger will act. Com
municate with them. Must act 
prompt. No signature. 

PORTLAND, Dec. 2.—If. T. Pelton, 
15 Graniercy Park, New York:—Im
possible to convene the legislature. 
P. left before telegraph arrived. 
Can't draw the 8 deposit. Charles 
Dymond, 115 Liberty street, to Bu.sli 
& I .add, Salem. Must have it Mou-
dav. Can't understand laughable 
Everett house. Lost your telegram. 

K. FOR P. 
PORTLAND, Oregon, Dec. 3.—W. T. 

Pelton. 15 Graniercy Park:—P. will 
be at the Grand Hotel, San Francisco, 
Monday, and will be at Salt Lake 
City in three days, or thereabouts. 
Have to borrow money on my indi
vidual responsibility, in trust that 
you can replace it. 

NEW YORK, NOV. II. X. 
Patrick, Portland, Ore,:—No. How 
soon will the governor decide the 
certificate? If you make tho obliga
tion contingent on the result iu March, 
it can bo done. Increaseable slightly, 
if necessary. No signature. 

NEW YOHK, Dec. 1.—,/. II. X. Pat
rick:—Can't you send special messen
ger and convene the legislature by 
Tuesday, and elect the electors. The 
necessary expense would bo paid. 
Sec proceedings of other states tele
graphed you. Consult the governor 
and senator. Answer. (No signa
ture.) 

SAN FRANCISCO, Doc. 6. — Hon. 
James U. Kelly -Eight deposited as 
directed this morning. Lot no tech
nicality prevent winning. Uso your 
discretion. (No signature.) 

NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Hon. James 
II. Kelly:—Telegraph Hemlock to go 
ahead You shall bo reimbursed. 
Don't fail. All important. Advise 
progress. (No signature.) 

SALEM, Oregon, Dec. 5.— W, T. Pel-
ton, Gramercy Park, New York: 
Can't you deposit the 8 with Charles 
Dimond, subject to the order of Ladd 
& Bush, Salem ? Can't get the mon 
ey hero here. Must have it Wednes
day. Telegraph in Salem. Vlarwill 
not fail. DOCTBINAL. 

NEW ORLEANS, e'eb. 15.—An eye
witness of the Packard shooting, says 
after the two men reached the head of 
the stairs there was some demur 
about admitting them, but when ono 
of them proclaimed himself a federal 
officer and the other said he was a 
discharged soldier aud a correspon
dent of the Philadelphia Press, they 
were allowed to enter. Tho one-armed 
man stayed out. Weldon went in aud 
sat at the left of Packard, who was 
talking to Judge Boardman, of Cad
do. Almost instantly Weldon asked, 
"When can I see you ?" Packard 
turned and found a pistol pointed at 
his head. Ho immediately struck it 
down,and the weapon was discharged, 
the ball striking him in the right 
knee, inflicting a slight wound. Gov. 
Packard immediately dealt the man a 
blow with bis fist, striking him be
tween the eyes aud knocking him 
down. Several parties in the room 
drew their pistols and fired, wound
ing the would-be assassin scriouslv, 
but not fatally. 

Packard's Would-be AssassM-
MOBILE, Feb. 16.—Weldon tho 

Packard assassin, was sent to Mobile 
last October, recommended by a 
member of the house of Claflin &"Co., 
to take scrvicc with 1'. P. Pepper & 
Co., a wealthy dry goods houso hero, 
and was engaged by Pepper, and 
remained until ten days ago. After 
quitting he took to drink, and prob
ably on that account, coupled with a 
little lovo matter, did some wild 
things. Last Sunday lie informed an 
acquaintance that he was going to 
kill himself, and had already secured 
a room at Mandrick's restaurant. 
The last seen of Weldon at Pepper 
& Co's. was on the morning of the 
13th, when he called and received 
his pay and bade tho cashier good
bye, saying he was not going to re
main here, and that he had something 
else on hand. All who knew him 
here say that his resolution must 
have been taken over the drinking 
table while here. He said his father 
was a Lutheran minister in Phila
delphia. He was never known to 
take any part or interest in politics. 
An acquaintance says he has not been 
in a condition of responsibility for 
more than a week. 

CONGRESSIONAL*^ 
Soooad Session—44th Congress 

SENATE. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 13. 

After the morning hour the Senate 
laid aside temporarily the Pacific 
Railroad bill, in order to consider the 
resolution for the arrest of Conrad 
.Tourdan, Cashier of the Third Na
tional Bank of New York, who failed 
to appear aud testify concerning ac
counts of Tilden, Pelton and Hewitt. 

Mr. Mitchell referred to the testi
mony in the case of the Oregon elec
tors and said #15,000 were placed to 
the credit of Oregon Democratic lead
ers for use in the Watts-Cronin con
troversy. This money came direct 
from Samuel J. Tilden here, as the 
testimony showed the whole conspir
acy originated. 

Mr. Kernan argued that Jourdan 
had been subpoenaed by an individual 
member of the committee and not by 
the whole committee. Had not Mr. 
Mitchell gone into tho testimony be
fore it was all iu, he (Kernan) would 
uot refer to the matter. He stated 
that the money was originally raised 
to compel Governor Grover by legal 
process not to give a certificate to 
Watts, for which Republicans were 
making an attempt. Telegrams were 
sent to New York for the purpose of 
getting the Democratic National Com
mittee to bear the expense, and money 
was forwarded which was subse
quently returned. Ho had no idea 
Tilden's books would show that any 
money was improperly used. 11c 
was for a full investigation. 

After discussion the resolution' 
adopted wilhout division. 

SENATE. 
WASUIKOTOW, Feb. 14 

The bill removing the political dis
abilities of Jos. E. Johnston, of Vs., 
passed. 

The bill for the publication of a 
new edition of the revised Btatutcs 
passed. 

Conkling asked that the Mexican 
award bill be passed now. Spencer, 
who had a telegram from a constitu
ent, saying there was fraud in tho 
matter, objected. The Pacific U. U. 
bill was again taken up and Booth 
addressed the Senate. 

HOUSE. 
Saylcr asked leave to offer a resoj 

iution directing the secretary of tho 
treasury to report within ten days 
the actual gold coin and bullion now 
in the treasury, and a statement of 
outstanding obligations payable on 
demand iu coin, with the balance 
actually owned by the treasury avail
able for the resumption of specie 
payments, and whether any bonus or 
other interest bearing obligations had 
been issued during the past or pres
ent year iu purchase of any such coin 
or bulliou. 

Kasson objected, and the resolu
tions of the special Florida committee 
were considered, and Thompson ad
dressed tho house. 

He stated that the minority had 
been treated with the greatest fair
ness, and any charge to the contrary 
was utterly untrue. Tho majority 
resolution, declaring the Tilden elec
tors duly elected, was then adopted. 
Yeas 172, Nays, 82, a party vote, with 
tho exception of Purman who voted 
in the affirmative. 


