
"The cause most often assigned for
the depression of agriculture in the
eastern grain states is the increased
production due to the opening of lands
in advance of the natural demand, es-

pecially through the agency of liberal
land laws and grants of lands in aid
of railroad construction.

"The competition of the West has
been rendered especially severe by the
policy of the railroads in making
freight rates relatively low for long
distances. The old staple products
having thus become unprofitable in the
east, ithas been necessary for farmers

to change their methods and vary the
character of their crops, taking up es-
pecially the cultivation of products
which are not easily transported long
distances. Thus, truck farming has
largely superseded cerial growing
along the Atlantic coast, but farmers
in the north Atlantic states now com-
plain of the severe competition of
states further south in this country,
and much the same may be said of
fruitraising. Even so perishable a
commodity as milk is transported
much longer distances than formerly
since the introduction of refrigerator
cars.

the rainbow. The bright green of the
barley fields, the olive hue of the mes-
quite forest, the yellowing tone of the
shocks of sorghum, seem even to
catch the chromatic display reflected
from the resplendent sky upon the
broad plain.

The very immensity of the plain is
sufficient to make a lasting impression
pn the mind, but that is not all when
nc scene is witnessed at sunrise, for
tken the lights and shadows, the tints
ai d hints of tints are so iuterblended
tliityou can nowhere more discern
tli2 end of one and the beginning of
a other than you can unravel the
threads of color that form the warp of

Lifted above all other eminences,

for scores of miles in most directions,

the aroa of land which can be sur-
veyed by the human eye is wonderful.

Level as a floor, to all appearances,

the great valley stretches away to the
northward, eastward and westward
until it touches the bases of rugged
mountains from thirty to a hundred
miles away. To the southward itis
not seemingly so far, for though the
eye can sweep over that forest of ines-

quite, there are more objects to arrest
the view.

At Calexico itis considered an un-
pardonable sin not to be out of bed be-
fore sunrise, and the resident of Im-
perial isled to the high perch on the
summit of the derrick, much as the
pagan sun worshippers marched forth

to their shrines, and in the beauty of
the scene there is much to interpret
the religious zeal which, in the un-

taught savage, was evoked by sight
of the morning sun.

But aside froni that fact, directly
across the line in Mexico is a mesquitc
forest which borders New River and
Cameron lake. These old, gnarled
and yet graceful and broad-reaching
trees, coupled with the green of sor-
ghum and millet and barley fields, pro
duce a beautiful scene, particularly
at sunrise.

It was in the vicinily of Calexico
that water was first available for irri-
gation, and naturally that section is
much ahead of the country immediate-
ly adjacent to Imperial, which is now

getting its first water for irrigation,
so far as the growth of vegetation
goes.

There is one thing of which Calexico
isproud. Itis the first town on the
desert to have a domestic water
system. In the irrigation lateral
which follows the border there is a

drop of several feet, at the bottom of
which a hydraulic ram has been placed.
Aderrick thirty feet high has been
built,on which a tank is placed, the
ram being used to keep a perpetual
stream of water flowing into the tank.
From this pipes lead to the houses,
supplying water under pressure. This
much is a matter of utility, but they
who planned the derrick builded better
than they knew, for it is undoubtedly
the best observatory in the Imperial
valley-

pALEXICO is destined to be famous
as one of the towns lying on the

border line between Mexico and the
United States. Itis not yet a city of
magnitude, for itis a twin of Im-
perial, the two towns lying sixteen
miles apart and neither yet being able
to claim a yearling's growth. The
town itself consists of the adobe build-
ingoccupied by the California Develop-
ment Company as headquarters, of the
tent store of the Imperial Mercantile
company and the unfinished adobe
store building being erected for the
same company, a series of tents for
headquarters of the field men in the
survey corps, a frame blacksmith shop,
several small storage buildings, a
number ofother tents, several camps
of Mexicans and Cocopah Indians, and
a camping ground for freighters.
This is not a wonderful showing, but
itis the starting point of a city which
already manifests enthusiasm and
local pride.

IMPERIAL PRESS

WORK IN HAND

Dandelion starts at the southwest
corner of township 16, 14, and is com-

pleted a mile and a quarter to the
north. /

A mile further east is Accacia later-
al, completed three miles north from
the main canal, the latter havinjjf a

course to the northwest at the paint
from which the lateral branches. I

From the same point Beech latleral

Durazno lateral Is but a mile long,
and was completed this week, Mr.
Pyle having twelve head of stock at
work on it. Itstarts from the main
canal a mile east of Dogwood lateral.

Deal lateral, a mile east of the junc-
tion of Dogwood and Deodar laterals,

is completed for six and a half miles.

InLower California a force of sixty
teams is at work on the main canal,
the water having flowed past some un-
completed gaps in a side canal, ample
to meet all prospective demands on the
system for the coining winter. The
completion of the work on that canal
willmake possible the irrigation of an
immense body of land as soon as the
lateral ditches are constructed.

The main canal in California is com-
pleted to the north line of section 36,
16-13, except a short gap where water
broke in and interfered with work
of Mr. Dorm, who has 24 horses and
mules at work, and of lumber struct-
ures, on which work is in progress.
Mr. Masten has a contract tofinish the
digging of the canal to a point due
west of Imperial, keeping from 60 to
75 horses at work. Th c work on
present contracts will be pressed
through to completion at an early date.

Eucalyptus lateral is being dug from
one half to two and a half miles west

of the main canal, running to the
northwest. Messers. VanHorn,Evans
Blankington, and Forrester have a
combined force of ninty head of horses
and mules at work on this lateral.

One mile east of the main canal is
the Dahlia lateral, which will pass a
half mile west of the center of Imper-
ial, running due north to the Braly
tract. W. F. Gillette has twenty head
of stock at work on this lateral, which
now carries water for two miles.

A mile further east, or a half mile
east of Imperial is the Date lateral,
now carrying water lour miles from
the main canal. George A. Carter is
at work on this lateral with twenty
mules, using the grader, which does
the work of twice as many teams with
scrapers. Another grader willalso be
put on this lateral, which will be run
north to the Braly tract.

A mile and a half further east Dog-
wood lateral has been completed from
the main canal eight miles northward.

Two and a half miles from the north
end of the above, Deodar lateral
branches off to the northwest, Messrs.
McKim, Harovitz, Radke, Hart and
Abranis having sixty head of stock at
work. This is an unusually important
canal, being twenty feet wide on the
bottom.

Progress Being Made on Canal and
Many Laterals

Alarge number of people are watch-
ing the extension of the irrigation
system to the west and north, while a
force of 300 horses and mules and many
men is advancing the outposts so rap-
idly that the public is at no time fully
informed regarding the progress be-
ingmade. The first use of water on a
large scale for irrigation in the im-
mediate vicinity of Imperial is on the
land of W. F. Holt, south of town,
leased to Messrs. Jenks and Edgar,
where 160 acres is being put in to bar-
ley. While the task of spreading water
through this section is such that it
willnecessarily require several weeks,
it is evident that several thousand
acres willhave water available at an

early date.

Winter Melons
Indio and Imperial settlers should

get incommunication with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and secure a
supply of the winter melon seed se-
cured in Greece by the Department.
They are usually planted on August
first, and are ready to pick by October
first. They are then hung on the wall
in the sunshine by cords until April,
May, and June, when they ripen fully
and make a delicious food. A few
seeds were planted at the Arizona Ex-
perimental Station this summer. The
planting was done on July 1, which
seems to be too early. Some good
matured specimens were secured, how-
ever, and are now going through the
ripening process. Samples of these
seeds willbe forwarded to responsible
parties by the Department from Wash-
ington to whom you should apply. It
is suggested that it would do no harm
to make a winter planting to see what
extent the climatic influence of our
winter on the desert would have upon
these vines which are very hardy.
At any rate, be sure and get a few
seed to plant next August. There are
three varieties, Kiva, the Zante and
the Cephalonia.— Geo. P. HaTt hiFruit
World.,

/)

School Growing

I Prof. J. E. Carr of the Imperial
school reports an attendance now of
about forty pupils, the attendance
growing steadily. He thinks the time
is come when plans should be under
way for the construction of two or three
school buildings at different points in
the Imperial valley. The matter will
probably be taken up in some definite
manner in the near future.

branches off to the west, having been
completed this week to a junction with
New River, seven miles away.

To the south is Birch lateral, run-
ning west five and a half miles to
New River, the work being completed.

To the south is Birch lateral, run-
ning west five and a half miles to
New River, the work being completed.

Further south, following the line
between the United States and Mexico,
is Boundary lateral, running four
miles and emptying into New River
near Calexico, the work being com-
pleted.

The above is all for the irrigation of
the lands between Salton and New
Rivers, in addition enough work hav-
ing been done during the last few
few days to turn the water down the
Salton river, while another force is

preparing to take the water out fur-
ther down the channel, for the irriga-
tion of the 15,000 acres filed on on the
east side of the Salton.

None of the ditches alluded to as
laterals are unimportant streams, as
most of them have a capacity equal to
any irrigation canal in the older set-
tlements of Southern California, while
the larger laterals would be consider-
ed large canals in most sections of the
Southwest.

There are also many miles of small
ditches with a capacity of from 100 to
500 inches of water, dug by property
owners and the Development company.
Itis when one sees the main canals,

from thirty to seventy-five feet wide
on the bottom, capable of carrying
streams four to six feet in depth, that
the magnitude of the Imperial irriga-
tion system is impressed upon him,
and he realizes that every effort pos-
sible is being made to distribute the
water as rapidly as itis desired. That
there are some land owners who want
water before it can be supplied is in-
evitable in the working out of so gi-
gantic a task when the settlement is
so rapid. But thus far there have
been few persons seriously disappoint-
ed, as most persons coming in have
first taken the precaution to ascertain
from headquarters how near the water
was to their respective holdings.

The twenty-sixth annual convention
of California Fruit Growers will be

held in San Francisco begining on

December 3, and lasting four days.

The subjects to be discussed willcover
all branches of California horticulture.

Braly Tract
Engineer F. F. Hall and his corps

have been at work for some days sur-

veying the Braly tract, north of Im-
perial, preparitory to the construction
of the irrigation distributing system

by A. W. Patton.

"Another cause which several wit-
nesses assign for the unsatisfactory
condition of agriculture in some parts

of the country is the conservatism of
the farmers, their lack of quick ad-
justment to changed conditions, and a

lack of effective business planning.
The farmers as a class have not kept
up with the times, but have raised the

same crops year after year without re-

gard to changes insupply and demand.

This undue conservatism and lack of

managing ability among the farmers

is especially emphasized withreference

to the southern states, and is given as

an explanation of the too exclusive at-
tention to cotton production prevailing

there.'.'

Eastern Agriculture

There is increasing complaint of the
condition of agriculture through the
Eastern States, and there is reason to
believe that a great cause for the su-
premacy of the Western farmer is the
practice of irrigation. Never troubled
witha surplus of moisture, where there
is an ample supply of irrigation water,
the farmer in Arid America can pro-
duce from a given acreage of land and
with a given amount of labor nearly
or quite 100 per cent more produce than
the Eastern farmer whodoes not drain
offsurplus moisture or furnish water
artificiallyat time of drought.

A Washington dispatch says that
the industrial commission has made
public its riview of evidence taken be-
fore the commission on the subjects of
agriculture and agricultural labor.
Among other subjects discussed is that
of agricultural depression, of which the
commission speaks as follows:
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