
So even the desert, the most barren

and forsaken of places, has its won-

derful plantsand shrubs. The botany
of the desert should be a most delight-
ful study.

Ten-Acre Tracts
Ten of the 112 ten-acre tracts north

and west of the Imperial townsite,

placed on the market last week, have

already been sold. There was a quite
active demand for small holdings be-

fore the land was subdivided, and now

that the land is available in small

holdings, itis going rapidly.

Northern Land Going

There has been au active demand of

late for land in what is known as the

northern tract, lying north ot the
Braly tract this side of the Carter

river. This is one of the most desir-

[able quarters for which water will
;soon be available.

Along- with the flowers are many
shrubs and herbs. The Greasewood is
a native of the desert and grows in
larg-e bushes. Ithas a small yellow
flower which afterward turns to a

white puffy ball, something- like that
of the dandelion.

Out near Barstow the growth is
much the same as in our own locality,

but there the tall cacti form a striking-
contrast to the other forms of vege-
table life. These grow with large
crooked branches in the forinof a tree.
The bark is said to have medicinal

value.

MOJAVE DESERT FLORA
The Color.un- desert has differed

somewhat In its flora from that of other
ilesei ts.but in no resjnvt has it differed
from them more remarkably than in
the entire absence of cacti here.

The editor of the Needles Kye, pub*
lished on the border of the Mojave
desert, allowed the high school pupils
to edit his paper for one issue. Atlee n
Clark, one of the pupils, giving the
following interesting article on the
flora of the Mojave desert:

Strangers who only see the desert
in the blasting heat of summer are

apt to think itdevoid of all attractive
forms of vegetation. They are quite
mistaken, however, as we found last
spring in our botanical study.

Along the latter part of April the
flowers begin toCome up all over the
hills, and by the first of June they
blossom in profusion everywhere.
There were more Bowers last spring
than for many years before, on account

of the heavy rains of the winter.
The little sand verbena is about the

first to appear, and is identically the
same as that found on the sand dunes
of our beaches. On the desert, too.
are the daisy, primrose, lupine, butter-
cup and others too numerous to men-
tion. Most of the flowers we noted
could be analyzed by the "California
Uotany" used by the class. A few
could not, however, and are probably
peculiar to the local region.

As Easter draws near, the desert lily
comes. It grows from the bulb and is
a true lily, resembling in many re-

spects the St. Joseph's lily,although
not nearly so. large, and having very
different markings. It grows on a
round woody stock. The lily itself is
of a waxy,satiny appearance, having
on the inside of each petal a silvery
gray stripe, extending from the ip.of
the petal to the calyx. The seeds of
these lilliesare in pods of pointed ob-
long shape and lie in layers and rows,

many seeds in the pod. for de-
corations nothing can be found more
beautiful and it is wonderful . to., see

them growing h} the hot sand by some
large stone or cacUis. They last aljtput
a month after making their first ap-
pearance.

"As far as Redlands is concerned
the saloon question has been fought to
a finish. There willbe no reopening
of saloons, no matter who may be in
power. They are not needed and they
are not wanted. The question is set-
tled, ifnot for all time, at least for
many years."

Value of Greasewood
Scientific American: The young

shoot of the Rocky mountain grease-
wood plant has a milky sap, and the
old wood a resinous gum, which is
soluble incarbon disulphid and inoth-
er known hydrocarbon sol vents of rub-
ber. From the young greasewood
two inventors have discovered a meth-
od of making artificial India rubber.
The plant is bruised between rollers,
whereby the bark is loosened and the
woody fiber of the larger steins crushed.
The entire mass is then inclosed in a
vessel, mechanically agitated, and ex-
posed to the action of carbon disulphid,
naptha or other solvent of India rub-
ber. After exposure for some hours to

the action of the solvent, heat being
applied if necessary, the liquid is
strained off. The liquid solvent and
contained gum are then placed in a

closed vessel and the volatile solvent
drive,n.oft by heat. The gummy mas*
that willnot volatilize in the still or
receiver is then washed in water, either
warm or hot, and is then subjected to
repeated rollings. The gum resHlting
is of a brown color, highly flexibleand
elastic, combustible, and seejns to pos-
sess the characteristics of India rubber,

except that it has rather a balsamic,

odor, differing from the odor of com-

mercial rubber. The gum can be vul-
canized-by the addition of a quantity
of sulphur in the same manner as the
India rubber of commerce.

Cocopahs in Imperial
Four stalwart Cocopah Indians en-

tered Imperial Tuesday. They are

quite rarely seen in this town, though

a number of them are always seen at

Calexico. Their homes are in Lower
California, from twenty to forty miles
below the line. These Indians came

to Imperial to assist in making adobe

brick.

"We propose to reply in the columns
of this paper in order that the situation
in South California, as well as in Red-
lauds, may be definitely understood.

"There is no place in South Califor-
nia for another saloon. There are
sixteen cities of which Redlands is
one

—
where no saloons are allowed at

all. In other places the number of
saloons is limited by city regulations,
and no new ones can be opened. The
saloon business is doomed all over
South California. In ten years there
will be few cities where the open sa-
loon will be allowed at all. And even
where they willbe tolorated, they will
be curbed and watched and taxed until
there will be littleor no profit in the
business.

"Recently we have another letter
from another saloon keeper, this time
in New York. He asks the same
question.

NO MORE SALOONS
Scipio Craig, who has become a

Nestor among Southern California
newspaper scribes, and who grows in
wisdom though he ages no more, gives
the following final judgement on an
important issue, after seeing almost
the whote growth of Southern Califor-
nia. The Citrograph said:

"A few weeks ago we received a let-
ter from a man up in Michigan asking

if there was room for another saloon
in Redlands; that he was in that busi-
ness; and that he desired^ to move to

South California in order to get into a

better climate. His letter was answer-

ed by mail.

IMPERIAL PRESS

The one great requirement of the
valley- a railroad. It is coming, too.

"There is one interesting thing,"
continued Mr.Richards, "and that is
that at the summit between Milquatay
and Jacumba valleys, we willcross the
pass on the American side fully 2<H)

feet lower than it was supposed we

could cross."

Mr. Richards says that up to this
time the controlling gradients are 75
feet to thl mile, and he predicts that
it willbe no greater the balance of the
way. This he considers a very favor-
able gradiency, in support of which he
cites some of the grades of the South-
ern Pacific and Santa Fe roads. In
speaking of the former road, he refer-
red tP one grade of 116 and another of
168 feet to the mile; he also chatted
about a gradiency of 185 feet to the
mile. To show the favorableness of
this gradiency, i. c., the San Diego-
ICastern survey, Mr. Richards remarks
that "the same engine would haul fifty
per cent more freight over the San
Diego-Eastern grade than over the
Santa Fe grade between San Diego
and Iyos Angeles.

He says that there will be no large
bridges to be built, trestles and small
bridges and viaducts being the main
part of the proposition. In the matter
of tunnels, it will be a question, in
several cases, whether to tunnel or cut
through. That is a matter to be con-
sidered later.

Mr.Richards says that while the re-

sults of the survey thus far are favor-
able to the railroad enterprise, yet

there are many things which for ob-
vious reasons he cannot disclose. He
willmake a detailed report to the com-
mittee, which will probably meet
tiKlay. It will be a verbal report,
however. "I should say," remarked
Mr.Richards, "that the people must

be pretty well informed of the pro-
gress of the work. The route out as
far as trie Cotton wood is understood.
We follow up the Cottonwood to

Potrero creek, a distance of about four
miles. Prom that point the route runs

the course of the international boun-
dary line, and very close toit inplaces,
out as far as Jacumba. The survey

has now reached a point about four
miles east of Campo, and Jacumba is
about eighteen miles eastward from
Campo. As to the route, or probable
route from Jacumba, Iwill tell you
later. Of course Ihave an idea how it
willrun, but that is a matter for my-
self and the committee.
"Iwillsay that if the road is built

on this survey, that the trains will
run so near the Mexican boundary
line that when stops are made, passen-
gers can eat the Mexican tortillas, on

Mexican soil, without going nianv

yards. There are three places where
we come about as close to the Mexican
line as you can well imagine."

Mr. Richards was asked about the
reported discardment of the Hauser
canyon route, which is also known as

the Meyers canyon route, and he said
that he had relegated it to the rear for
the simple reason that he had found
something better. He found better
gradients and a shorter route else-
where; the altitudes of the new route

are more favorable, also. Whether
the route which he has surveyed is
something entirely new under the sun,

Mr. Richards is unable to state. He
has heard that it is and that it isn't.
One thing sure, he never heard of v

before.

SAN DIEGO EASTERN RAILROAD
Kngineer Richards of the San Diego*

Kastern railroad surveying party ar-

rived in San Diego from the camp,
just east of Campo, a few days since
and gave the Union more definite in-
formation regarding the survey for
the road than has heretofore been pub-

lished.

Mr.Preston of San Diego returned
home last Sunday after having secured
320 acres of laud in the valley.

John A. Morris left for his home in
in Los Angeles Thursday, after seem-
ing 320 acres of land in the valley.

Judge Clark, after a serious spell of
sickness, is able to be out of doors a
littleeach day, and i*steadily training
instrength.

T. H. MeHarg of Sultana. Tulare
county, visited Imperial the last of
last week and secured 640 acres of th<-
Hunt tract land.

W. B. Stewart of Los Angeles and
W. G. Mclnnes of Oxuard have been
in the the valley for a number of days
making a careful study of the situation
\u25a0here.

Messrs. Ferguson ami Fishbaugh,
friends of J. A.Hammers, who visited
the valley last week, have secured 16(M>

acres of land between them since their
return to I<os Angeles.

C, F. Timmons and J. 11. lira, after
spending some weeks in the valley,
have returned to their homes in Santa
Ana. As soon as water is available,

Mr. Timmons willput in a crop on
his land.

George Thompson, who has been
with the Imperial Mercantile company
for several months, will soon remove
to Flowingwell to take a position as
invoice clerk for the California De-
velopment company.

Walter T. Swingle, exploier for the

Department of Agriculture. isexpected
in Imperial before the close of the
week to arrange for testing a number
of varities of plants and trees which
he discovered in Asia and Africa.

New Office
The California Development coin--

pany "• will build an » adobe • office .
balMingat Calexico at once, for the .
benefit of the members of the engi-
neer Khd construction departments.. •

|Heretofore the oflice has been in the :
!headquarters . buil4ing, where more
jroom is now"needed.*:

'

ftjj \u25a0 ... .
Alfalfaand Barley Seed

Just received from Utah a carload of

alfalfa seed. Also choice seed barley
for sale. Imperial Mercantile compa-
,ny, Calexico.

*

Work of Graders
Qeorge A. Carter ACo. have finished

the four-mile stretch of the lateral
tO run oast of town on which they

have been at work with tin* big

grader, and have beg-un work on the
second four-mile stretch. Tins will
take the lateral to a point three miles
north and a half mile east of Imperial.
Mr. Carter is now rt^r^iujx tip the sec-
ond grader topnt at work on this lat-
eral, and.soon the two machines willbe
throwing dirt as fast as they can be
propelled by forty mules.

Throughout the valley, all the
laterals are steadily reaching OUt to
the northward, and within a very few
days their completion to an outlet intiv
steequite lake orCarter river will be
announced.

t)ne of the big tasks is building the
drops and head^ates in the main
canal, and work on that, under the
management of Mr. Stuart is pro
Deeding as rapidly as possible with a
big corps of carpenters.

CANAL AND LATERAL WORK
The tn.liiicanal now extends beyond

Imperial, and work is proceeding more
rapidly than ever before. The OMnp

ofW. w. liaaten stillremains \u25a0 half
mile south and a mi to and a half we-.:
of Imperial, bat Hi* work is to the
northward from the camp, and tlie
canal roaches a moro northerly point
than Imperial.
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