
Under the desert act. a man may

file on a piece of desert land and then
he may legally assign such land to

another person, but he may not file
on such land with the intent of assign-
ing it. to a certain other individual.
The intent of the law is that the
public lands shall be taken up and
improved in good faith.

If a quarter section be taker, up as

a homestead, the law requires that
the person so filing on the land shall
in good faith make that land his home-
stead; but this rule does not apply,

when the land is taken under the
desert act. The owner of a desert
claim need never live upon the land,
but he must examine the land before
making his filing and he must secure
fcr gucli land

—the entire tract cm

braced in his filmg
—

a good water

right. He must put at least one-

eighth of such tract under cultivation
within three years from date of filing

and he must prove up on his claim

within four years from date of filing

and then pay the sum of one dollar
per acre

—
having paid twenty-five

cents per acre at the time of filing.

For instance, a person who files on
a desert claim, or takes up a home
stead is required to purchase water

stock for his entire holding, if he
purchases stock for any of it. Thus

about one dollar per acre, to say noth-
ing of the loss of time.

This seems a unnecessary hardship,
but the owners of the land are will
ing. if necessary, to make the trio.

There has never been more good faith
used in the settlement of any tract
of government land in the United
States than right here on this
Colorado delta. All the land laws and
regulations made by the government

are heartily endorsed by the com-
panies in charge of the work of re
claiming and colonizing these lands
for these companies are Interest) d
more than the government in having

these lands improved in good faith.
To this end, the companies have

adopted Borne regulations that were
made in the interests of the settlers

to prevent people from taking up the

desert lands and then holding them
as long as possible without improving
the same.
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It is true that as soon as work was
commenced on the Imperial Canal
System, outside parties secured all
the school lands under the flow of
the canal system and Others filed on
several thousand acres of land under

4|Sin, the parent companies, in con-
tracting with the Mutual Water Com-
pany to deliver to it perpetually R

supply of water at a given price,

require! SUCh Mutual Company to pay

each year for at least one acre foot
of water for each share of outstand-
ing stock, whether the owner of such
stock uses the water or not. This
clause in tin- contract was made in
order to discourage speculating in
the dry land and force the owner of
such lands to bring it under cultiva-
tion for the public good.

man and wife cannot secure each a
half section Of land, a total of 640
acres, and then purchase water right

for 40 acres, and let the remaining

acres be idle and useless until some

one comes along and pays him a bonus
for his holding
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PECULIAR ILLUSTRATION OF THE LAW.

The Intent Of the laws Of the United

States regarding the acquisition ot
the lands of the public domain are

that they should be acquired in good

faith and Improved in individual hold-
ings not to exceed a half section-or

a section to any one family. This can
only be done under the provisions of

the Desert Land Law, for under the
Homestead Law. a family can obtain
only IGO acres, but under the desert
act a married man can take a half
section and then his wife can take
another half section.

This man may live i)n his claim, or

he may live in l.os Angeles, or in the
state of Maine, or anywhere else

—
providing he was a resident of the
state of California at the time of filing

upon the land, if the land is located
in this state.

in becoming an assignee of the man

who makes the original filing a dif
ferent rule applies to a certain extent
There is no law requiring him to see
the land before taking the assignment

and it is not necessary for him to

reside in the state of California, but

LOCATORS IN THE IMPERIAL SETTLEMENTS CAREFULLY
FOLLOWING GOVERNMENT LAWS AND REGULA-

TIONS. RARE EXCEPTIONS TO THIS GEN-
ERAL RULE. IMPERIAL LAND COM-

PANY insisting:that laws
BE OBEYED.

\ided he could get the tilings in a

Compact body. The land was seeur. d.

These men then purchased waCor
stock for their lands paying the cash

therefor. They then leased the lands
for a period of five years to have them
put into alfalfa, so that at the end >f
this term of years, they would each
have a half section of choice land
planted to alfalfa that would be worth
a large sum of money, which WOUI 1
be in position for sale, rvntvil. or fur
personal use. All these steps were

taken in exact accordance with law.
but now the land department decides
that the assignor in making his att:
davit that he is entitled to obtain S2O
acres o( desert land and that he had
not heretofore taken advantage of th«
provisions of the Desert Land Law,

must make such affidavit before the
local land office at l.os Angeles and

that he cannot make such affidavit
at his home in the east. To make
this trip from the east to appear
before the land otllce and make this
affidavit would require an expense of

A BIG Ml'I.K TEAM LEAVING IMI'KKIAI. FOR n.owiNUWKl.l. run rRBIOHT.

Han Maker of the Santa Ana Bulle-
tin thus sets forth the subscription
price of his paper: "Our terms are
$1.50 per year for subscription to the
paper. You can pay for it in advance,

if possible, but you must pay for it
sometime if you wish to enter the
abode of the just."

There has never been so large a
tract of land taken up by settlers in
the United States when there has
been so little irregularity in the mode
of procedure and so much honesty of
purpose i" the result.

Of course the owners of the desert
and homestead claims must soon
secure water for their lands, or they

will revert again to the government

and again I"' subject, to be taken
by other claimants; for no one can live
on a homestead without water an,l

no one can prove up on a desert claim
without a water right.

the desert land act and also under
the homestead act, without arranging
for any water stock for the same, but
this move was made under protest of
the company.

it is necessary according to ;> receni
ruling for such assignee, even if .1

resident of sonic other slate
—

to visit
the land office of the district in which
the land is located iii order to make
his annual proofs regarding the land.
or the final proof, or to transact any

other business with the government
regarding the land. This rule in some
cases works a hardship. For In-
stance, there are a large number of
men in the east who are stock-holders
in the California Development Com-
pany that owns the Imperial Canal
System, outside of the distributing
systems of the various Mutual Water
Companies. These men desired to
Becure desert lands under the Imper-
ial Canal System because they had
confidence in the future of the enter-
prise and believed that an ownership
of lands under that system would be
a good investment. They could not
spare the time from their business
to come out and examine the lands.
so they authorized one of their num-

ber to come out here and, if possible,
purchase filings already made

—
as

they had the legal right to do
—

pro-


