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Care of Alfalfa.

Agricultural College Expert Tells How
It Should Be Done,

Alfalfa leads the list of forage crops
in New Mexieo, It forms one of the
principal sources of revenue to the
ftarmer of this section. Thousands of
tens are shipped annually and it forins
the bulk of the food for stock through

out this reglon. Other crops are glv
ing place to It slowly but surely. The
nereage In o some sections 18 simply
fhormous

80 long as present prices rule, alfalfa
will continue to be  the dominant

crop and the acreage may he expected
to Increase The profit In growing
alfalfa at present prices, reckoning
cost of production and interest upon
the investment, I8 such as to draw
even the amateur Into somewhat ex-
tensive operations,

These substantial profits, which have
been realized for a number of years,
has, It s belleved led to considerable
curelessness and lack of dilgence on
the part of the farmer In the care of
alfalfa flelds. Alfalfa Is grown with
the greatest of ease and even in care
less hands a field not too old returns a
fair profit. But the time may be ex
pected to come when there will be a
romewhat sharper competition than 1s
felt at the present time. The wrlter
does not wish to glve the impression
that the farmer and ranchman will be
driven out of the business, but belleves
that more study and care will be de-
manded if the present rate of profit Is
to continue,

One can hardly pass through a field
withott noticing the bare spots and
soddy patches. The alfalfa has !
drowned out or otherwise mishandleqa,
and the aggressive native grasses have
taken its place. No one will contend
for a moment that these grasses are
equal to alfalfa. They sap the soll
and encroach upon the alfalfa plants.
The bare spots are objectionable, pop-
ular opinfon to the contrary. Very
coarse, woody alfalfa does not bring so
good a price nor find so ready a sale
as fine alfalfa. As competition in-
creases  greater discrimination may
he expected in this line, and the mat-
ter will be forced upon the alfalfa
grower in a way that will command
his attention,

It is not an extremely difficult mat-
ter to prevent the bare spots and the
encroachment of wild grasses, Pre-
ventive measures will largely do away
with this difficulty and prompt atten-
tion may be expected to eradicate the
evils entirely.

Among the preventive means
following may be mentioned:

First. thorough preparation of the
land before seeding. The land should
be perfectly level and properly bor-
Gdered, so that the water can be easily
controlled.

Second. a perfect seed bed should be
fcrmed, £o that the maximum germin-
ation may be reached

Third, enough sced should be sown
per acre  to insure a perfect stand,
even under somewhat adverse eircum-
stances, should they appear; also the
rurse crop, if one is used, should he
ckosen with diserimination
Fourth, the time of seeding should

that which has proven to be best
throughout a long period of time.

Fifth, the irrigation should be car-
ried on with care as to season and fre-
quency on the particular soil to be
Landled and the way the water is ap-
plied to all portions of the field. Al-
falfa is very suscentible to injury from
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standing water during hot weather
and, therefore, the greatest care
should be exercised to prevent water

from standing too long on
portions of the field,

Sixth, never pasture short,
cially in the winter. Alfalfa has won
derful recuperative powers, but cou-
tinuous nipping off of the crowns will
damage the plants and eventually
crease the vield not a little. Horses
are particularly hard on alfalfa fields
vsed as winter pastures because they
are able to crop close and not infre-
quently paw loose dirt away from the
plants and bite off crowns one-fourth
and even one-half inch below the sur
face of the ground, It is not hard to
understand that the loss of the bud or
growing point may be detrimental to
the growth and usefulness of the
plants, causing many to die and re-
sulting In bare spots later to be over-
grown by obnoxious grasses,

After the damage s done there re-
malns no remedy but to plow up the
field and reseed, or to dise thoroughly
and to reseed the bare spots, If the
fleld has not deteriorated too much
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the Iatter Is much to be preferred

By diligent and eareful handling, o
prompt action closely following any
eneronchments upon the |ife of the
plants, the quality and yield of alfalfa
may be maintained and the profita
relatively enhanced
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The Cow Pea.

The Tulare Reglister Is gathering all

he Information obtalnable about dif-
erent forage plants and has this to
1y about the Cow Pea:

“The negister foresees that the
ressing need of this season at leas,
ind probably other seasons to come
i the ability to produce a large
unount of feed for animals with lit-
tle water and on a small area of
lind, We have talked sorghum and

ndian corn and now broach the sub-
ect of the cow pea,

“The cow pea furnishes practically
ho hay crop of the south and, from
Mr. Lang, who has recently come
imong  us  from southeastern Mis-
ourf, we learn the following facts in
egard to this provender,

“With enough molsture to bring the
pea up it will produce a crop with-
mt a great deal of water, drawing
ts sustenance grestly from the air,
t will produce from a ton to 2% tons
per acre, a crop can be produced in
0 days from seeding. If cut and
‘ured when half the pods are ripe
it makes a well balanced dairy ra-
tfon, a little strong on the fat side,
and so would feed splendidly with

And everything in the canvas goods line.

! L falla It In

lefent to make

great sturf for hogs,
aftey entting will doubt-
pasturage here and Is a
the land, Allinz It

of little roots that

irrignted
lesn furnish
fine fertilizer for
with a mualt.tuts

store nitrogen In the soll

There Is no seed to be had In this
country now, and It s high In the
ast. being quoted at $1.90 per hurhel
In Missouri, but I a number wers
to club together at once and send for
a ton or two the cost for a starter
would not be excessive A bhushel
I8 reanired to seed an acre, and a
bushel welighs 60 pounds The cow
pea should be sown when frosts are
out of the way, In the latter part of
March or first of April, and it Is pos-
sible that sprin: rains may be suffi-
a crop without [rriga-
tion,

“The peas are threshed with a sep
arator with the cylinder slowed

down to 99) revolutions so as not to
split the peas. It will be profitable
for some years to grow the peas and
thresh them to supply the local de-
mand for seed

“It will pay farme<rs and dairymen
to look this matter up and do it at
once. If you want to join in sending
for seed come to The Register office
and say so. Pernaps an order can

be made up at once.”

Growing Luxuriantly.

Mr. T. P. Banta arrived from Im-
perial, Cal., yesterday for a few days'
vigit in Mesa and the valley. He
brought over some samples of barley
that Is growing under the Imperial
canal. The bunches are fine specimens
cf grain and stand about three and a
half feet tall. The grain was planted
the latter part of October of last year,
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and he says It s growing luxuriantly
wherever planted. —Phoenix, Arizona,
Itebublican,
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ON'T GIVE UPA DOLLAR

Of your money until you are thoroughly convinced that what you are

getting in exchange for it is the best value obtainable.

WE MANUFACTURE

Awnings, Wagon Covers, Ore Sacks

Our name is sewed on every piece, which is equivalent to any

guarantee; we are always a little ahead in quality and a little behind in price.

WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY ON

BEDDING, CAMP FURNITURE, RUBBER AND
LEATHER BOOTS AND OILED CLOTHING

Or in fact anything in Sporting Goods.

138-142 South Main St.

UNION HARDWARE

MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

WM. H. HOEGEE CO.

AND

JOBBERS AND IMPORTERS OF

TINWARE, GALVANIZED WARE, GRANITE
WARE AND JAPANNED WARE

LOS ANGELES CAL.

METAL CO.

MINING AND RAILROAD SUPPLIES, BUILDERS' AND SHELF HARDWARE.
WAGON AND CARRIAGE HARDWARE

Unionmn Hardware and Metal

Co.

LOS ANGELES, CAL



