
"Some of the stories he tells of the
appearances of the grain fields in that
delta country almost surpasses belief.
He says plenty of the wheat stands
five feet high and just as thick on
the ground as it can stand, while the
heads are about twice the ordinary
length. He says that he is satisfied
that there are several fields of wheat
which would thresh 60 bushels to the
acre, and any old Dakota farmer

"W. F. Holt, president of the First
National Bank of Imperial, and one of
the heavy men of the Imperial Land
Company, is in town today. Mr.
Holt is very enthusiastic as usual
over the Imperial country, and de-
clares that many fields of barley,

wheat and oats there will astonish
even the natives, to say nothing of
the balance of the world. <A good deal
of grain has been cut, but owing to an
entire lack of transportation facilities,
none of it willbe threshed this year,
and all of it will be stacked for hay.
Mr. Holt says that the large number
of horses and mules in the valley, and
the constantly increasing number of
cattle will furnish a steady demand
for nearly ifnot quite all the hay that
is being raised this season.

The San Diego Sun publishes an
interview with W. F. Holt, president
of the First National Bank of Impe-

rial, in which appears the following:

Imperial freight.

An exceedingly handsome pamphlet,
with an exquisitely designed cover,
comes to us with the compliments of
L.M. Holt. Itis entitled "From Des-
ert to Garden; from Worthlessness to
Wealth," and describes the wonderful

COLORADO RIVER AT YUMA,SHOWING SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD BRIDGE. IMPERIALCANAI*SYSTEM TAKES ITS W/TER
SUPPLY FROM THIS RIVER.

Supervisor Shaver, who has been
over to Indio lately, says one has to
see that thriving part of the county

before he can have any conception

of the prosperity and progress of
'what has, until recently, been con-
sidered a desert. Canteloupes willbe
ready for shipment by June, and the
amount will be hundreds of carloads.
Verily, water has made the desert
bloom like a rose.

—
San Jacinto Reg-

ister.

Effects of Water.and almost magical transformation
which has taken place within two
years in the Imperial region of the
great Colorado desert. It reads
almost like a fairy tale. From desert
solitude to a community of 2000 souls
in only two years! From a barren
inhospitableness that would not sup-
port a horned toad to the square mile,
to a lush luxuriance equal to that of
the valley of the Nile. And from the
same cause, irrigation. Send to Im-
perial Land Company, Stowell Block,
Los Angeles, and get a copy.

—
Red-

lands Citrograph.

The Southern Pacific railroad is
making preparation for handling 200
cars of melons for Ruddock, Trench &
Co., and 200 cars for Coachella Valley
Producers' Association. These prep-
arations are being made on the basis
that 800 acres are in cantaloupes and
coming on in good shape

—
150 acres

at Indio, 224 at Coachella, 300 at
Thermal, 100 at Walters, scattering
26. Itwas believed that from 1500 to
1700 acres would be planted, but
many did not get down wells and
failed to plant. The winds of the
past month have further cut down the
crop and emphasized the need of
wind breaks. The railroad company
1b making an honest effort to ascer-
tain the exact acreage with the view
to supplying the proper number of
cars promptly.

—
Riverside Independ-

ent.

Indio Melon Crop.

It is not an uncommon thing for
tourists in passing through this coun-
try to ask all manner of questions,
and to get all manner of answers
thereto. Occasionally they come across
some son of the desert who has the
bump of mirthfulness largely devel-
oped, and the tourist gets a fill that
Is somewhat startling when reduced
to cold type. The writer of the above
extract from the Saturday Evening

"The northern portion of the desert
is paved with the most wonderful
pebbles in the world, in many parts so
exquisitely laid as to defy successful
imitation by the most skilled worker
inmosaic flooring. These pebbles are
of porphyry, agate, carmelian, quartz-
crystal, garnet, and other such beauti-
ful materials. They are packed to-
gether so that the surface composed
of them is like a floor, and they look
as ifpressed into it with a roller."

small gems of red carmelian, green
chrysolite, and vari-colored garnet.
Seen beneath a microscope, most of
them are perfect spheres, rounded and
polished by atrition with each other.
Composed of these strange materials,
the sand hills look like great snow
drifts, with here and there a gleam of
color. Continually they give forth a
rustling sound as the tiny spheres are
shifted by the winds, rolling slowly
onward.

"Mr. Holt says the total acreage in
grain this year is about 6000 acres,
and he believes that this will be in-
creased to 25,000 acres easily next
year. And by this time—in 1904— he
figures on welcoming the San Diego-

Eastern into the delta country. That,
he says, willbe a glad day for New
River as well as San Diego. Mr. Holt
figures that the building of the Im-
perial and Gulf willbe a great benefit
to the San Diego-Eastern proposition
for it will do more to develop the
country than any other one thing and
will result, undoubtedly, in showing
to the world that the New River coun-
try alone is able to support a big rail-
road without the aid of the outside
world. For instance, 25,000 acres of
wheat, at 50 bushels per acre, would
amount to 3125 cars of grain or a train-
load of ten cars for every day, and
25,000 acres is merely the estimate for

"The weather up to date has not
been oppressively warm at all, and
the only discomfort has been from the
Winds, which have been pretty high

several times this spring. No damage

has been done to crops, however, and
none need be feared, except where
the water has been turned on late in
the season, in which event the grain
stalks would probably not stand up.

knows what such a yield means. Of
oats there are several fields, which
would easily go 100 bushels and the
barley and sorghum are just, as good.

As long as men only lie about you
there is no reason why you should not
smile.

A contract has been let for the con-
struction of the first section of the
Imperial and Gulf railroad. This sec-
tion runs from Old Beach siding,
which is sixty-eight miles this side of
Yuma, to the new settlement of Impe-
rial, a distance of twenty-five miles.
The road is to be completed and com-
mence operating on September 1.
This road is to be continued on south
to the head of the Gulf of California,
but this first section is to be rushed as
fast as July and August weather will
permit. The balance can be done in
a more leisurely fashion. And how
Imperial will grow next winter!

—
Redlands Citrograph.

IMPERIAL PRESS

Post wns probably the victim of some
prospector who would have made hia
mark in the world aa a newspaper

man or a writer of fiction.

next year. Mr. Holt declares that
there are at least 500,000 acres of land
just as capable of producing as any-
thing that has been planted yet on
this side of the Mexican line alone.
Figured on the same basis, and oats
and barley and cattle will produce
freight faster than wheat, there is a
total of 65,000 cars of grain annually
or fifteen trains of fifteen cars per
day for every working day of the
year. Talk about your railroad busi-
ness!"

The Imperial Land Company has is-
sued a very handsome booklet enti-
tled "From Desert to Garden," de-
scribing with words and pictures the
great transformation which has taken
place on the Colorado Desert in this
county during the past two years. The
cover of the booklet is an artistic
piece of work in colors representing
an esthetic looking damsel in a Jen-
ness Miller gown stretching out her
arms over a landscape dotted with
orchards and beautiful homes. The
illustrations are from photographs
hsowing the actual growth of crops
during the past season.

—
San Diego

Sun.

The richest man in all the world to-
day is an American miner. He has
made every dollar he is worth work-
ing American mines. He is not yet
much past the prime of life, and ho
was elected to the United States Sen-
ate from Montana only a few months
ago. His name is Wm. A. Clark. He
went to the Rocky Mountains about
thirty-five years ago, with no other
capital than good health and a pretty
good education, and today he is the
richest man in all the world

—
has so

much wealth that the Rothschilds,
the Vanderbilts and the Carnegies are
poor men compared with him. He
made his great wealth in Montana,
but it is the United Verde mine in
Arizona that constitutes the bulk of
his fortune. It is claimed to repre-
sent a calculable gross value today
of over one billion dollars.

—
Mining

Record.

Richest Man in the World.

"The hills described are not station-
ary, but travel constantly, though

slowly, journeying over the plain as
the winds direct. The sand of which
they are composed is not of the ordi-
nary kind, but of a nature marvelous.
Most of the grains are transparent,
others ane translucent, while many
are of rainbow hues, being in fact

"The Colorado Desert is a level
plain of clay, relieved here and there
by hills of sand. Itwas formerly the
bottom of a great, shallow lake, the
rocky banks of which still remain in
the shape of stony cliffs that bear the
ancient water-marks upon them. It is
an arid wonderland.

It is customary for newspapers to
publish little funny items and hu-

morous sayings so as to give variety

to their columns and please their read-
ers.

The Saturday Evening Post of Phil-
adelphia, under the heading of "Hills
of Tiny Gems," produces the follow-
ing which seems to belong to the joke
column, although it is not so classified
by the careless artisan who made up

the forms of that paper. We know

our readers will have a good laugh

over this gem, and hence we reproduce
It in full as follows:

Humorous.

Riverside is draining all the water

out from under Sam Bernardino, and

if this thing continues San Bernar-
dino willsoon have nothing to drink

but beer.
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