
There are no cloudy days for the
man who wears sunshine in his heart.

San Diego is deeply interested in the
New River country. The success of the
plans for making productive the vast
area of fertile land in that region,
closely concerns this city. Ithas long
been the prevalent belief that when
water were once placed on that por-
tion of the so-called desert, it would
become in productive richness a sec-
ond valley of the Nile. Firm in this
faith, enterprising gentlemen under-
took an extensive project fortransform-
ing that arid region into prosperous
farms. A great irrigation system was
planned and carried wellalong toward
completion. Settlers who also shared
the prevalent belief in the future of the
region flocked to that part of the dis-
tTict called Imperial. A town quickly
grew up and the culture of the ad-
jacent lands, now supplied with water,
began on a large scale.

Then was sounded the first discord-
ant note in the harmonious plan for
reclaiming the desert. Experts from
the Agricultural Department visited
the settlement, made an examination
of the soil, etc., and forwarded to
Washington a report that took a most
pessimistic view. The gist of the find-
ing was that of 169 square miles sur-
veyed, "50 per cent, is either too rough
for economical /irrigation or contains
too high a salt content for any but
the most alkali-resistant plants to
withstand."

The average citizen has a profound
respect for the opinion of men who
are termed "experts." and when they
are in the employ of a department of
the Federal government, that respect
with most people is likely to take the
form of implicit, child-like confidence.
But the farmers of the Imperial Set-
tlement were stubborn fellows, bump-
tious, perhaps, in their faith in their
own notions about agriculture. Possi-
bly, too, they recalled a case or two—

notably one in Kansas —
where the

Agricultural Departments' soil sharps
had shot very wide of the mark. But
however that may have been, these Im-
perial ranchers paid no heed to the
report, out proceeded to put in their
crops and brine: the dispute to the
practical test. The result has been
precisely what they expected—the
crops are there. Supervisor Jasper told
in yesterday' Union the story of the
Imperial farmers' success. One pas-
sage in his interview is worth repro-
ducing here. He said:
"I do not take much stock in the

reports of the government experts who
have pronounced against some of the
land. Iknow one piece which they
condemned that now contains twenty-
six hay ricks which willbale two and
a half tons to the acre. Ifhalf a ton
is obtained nearer the coast it is con-
sidered a good yield. Ihave watched
this one field in particular, because
the owner was determined to put in a
crop after the government experts had
told him that he could not raise a
stalk of barley on it. Iadmit that I
at first thought he was throwing away
his time and money. But the result
has more than justified the effort.
Twenty-six ricks of hay on this one
field and a yield five times as heavy
as is obtained near the coast does not
speak badly for the land as do the
government experts. Isaw another
fiel<*-that weighed out four tons to
the acre."

So it is the old story. The wise men.
trained by the books and presumably
knowing everything to be known aboutit, reached certain conclusions, and
then the practical men went ahead and
showed that the conclusions were er-
roneous. Nobody, as a matter of fact,
cares a straw whether a soil has alkali
or what not, so long as it willproduce
crops. The fields of alfalfa, barey.
oats, wheat, etc., at Imperial speak
more eloquently than renorts of ex-
perts. The facts, and^fCot tke the-
ories, are seen there. *\-

The outcome is in the highesilMegree
gratifying. Imperial wi^one day be
tributary to San Diego. People here
may be thankful that the farmers there
were not deterred by expert opinion
from sturdily carrying out their plans
in accordance with convictions found-
ed on practical knowledge.

A lightheart and a clear conscience
willmake all months May.

Imperial Colony's Success.
The San Diego Union reviews the

situation in Imperial in the following

manner:

IMPERIAL PRESS
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But again, Henry W. Longfellow is
supposed to be good authority in the
use of English language. Inhis poem
entitled "Pegasus in Pound," he says:

"It was autumn and incessant
Piped the quails from shocks and

sheaves."
The Standard dictionary quotes this

extract with approval:

But possibly the editor of the Cul-
tivator does not believe in the Ency-
clopedia or in H. W. Longfellow, or
in the Standard dictionary. But cer-
tainly he must have respect for the
Bible, and if he will turn to the 16th
chapter of Exodus, he will find that
the 13th verse reads as follows:

Now, Brother Goodwin, how about
quails anyway?

"And it came to pass, that at the
even, the quails came up and covered
the camp; and in the morning the dew
lay round about the host."

We then turned to the Encyclopedia
Brittanica, Ninth Edition, published
by Charles Scribner's Sons of New
York City, Volume XX, page 146, and

_«q^ there find the subject i of quail
treated-at some length, and we quote

a few excerpts to show how careless

or ignorant the. authors and publish-
ers of that great work were. Here

are a. *iw Quotations:
"Quails breed on the gf>£tt{id."
"Not a few quails pass the winter j

in the northern hemisphere."

"The flesh of quails caught in the
spring."

"Quails exist in sufficient numbers."
"Species of quails."

"Birds commonly deemed quails."

"With quails from Europe."

"American quails."
"Quails, or button quails."
Possibly this may prove to be

enough from this authority. In this
article the plural of quail is always

used with the "s," and never without
it.

The author of "From Desert to Gar-

den" is always very grateful for mer-
ited criticisms, but the critic should
always be sure of his footing before
standing a man up for inspection.

We have tried to get at the bottom
of this quail business. We are willing

to take quail in almost any way
—

with

or without the "s"
—even, if it comes

on toast. We have tried to look up

authorities on the subject in order to

settle the vexed question.
Webster does not seem to be as

positive on this subject as is the ed-
itor of the Cultivator. Possibly he
didn't know whether to put the "s" on
the singular in order to make the
plural or not, for in our edition of his
unabridged there is a deathly silence
on that subject.

Which is it? Quail or Quails?
The California Cultivator gives the

following very complimentary notice
of the pamphlet recently put forth by

the Imperial Land Company, entitled,

"From Desert to Garden:"

"From Desert to Garden
—

from Worth-
lessness to Wealth," is the fetching
title of an interesting little pamphlet
published by L. M. Holt for the Im-
perial Land Company. It tells, and
does it well, of the wonders of the
reclaimed desert(?) lands of the Colo-
rado delta. The only fault to find is
that Brother Holt will speak of quails—

see last page of the booklet
The only question raised inthat last

sentence is as to whether the plural
of "quail" should be written with or
without an "s."

Ranchers in the Imperial country
are figuring on shipping in Arizona
range cattle to consume their im-
mense crops of alfalfa. The cattle
could afterward be shipped to Califor-
nia markets.

—
Tombstone (Arizona)

Prospector.

The man who is looking for trouble
does not need a magnifying glass.

Railroad Building. .
Everything points to a very active

work in the way of railroad building
in the southwestern portion of the
United States and conditions are such
that 'the plans of the railroad builders
willmaterialize very rapidly and work
will be done in the very near future.
A dispatch from Phoenix, Arizona,

under date of June 1, seems to be a
condenstation of various reports that
have of late gained credence, and
this summary is probably as correct
as such reports can be made in
advance of official announcement,
while some of this report is actually

official. It is safe to say that any
railroad extension in this section of
country willnot overlook a settlement
like Imperial which will soon furnish
more tonnage for freight cars than
any other similar area in the United
States. Following is the dispatch:

Ifreports which emanated from reli-
able sources here today prove true, the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Company
is engaged in the greatest project that
company has ever attempted.

In brief, the plan contemplates not
only the invasion of the Southern Pa-
cific Company's territory in southern
Arizona, New Mexico and California,
but the securing of a vast lot of rich
territory, which the Rock Island route
has been expected sooner or later to
traverse.
Itis stated authoritatively that the

Phoenix & Eastern road, about to
begin work here on its line from Phoe-
nix to Benson, is to be the initialcon-
necting link in a great southern loop,
which will connect the New Mexico
branch of the Santa Fe line, either
with the coast at San Diego, or, more
likely, with the main line of the system
near the Arizona and California
boundary, after traversing- the richest
agricultural and mineral portion of
the southwest.

Frank M. Murphy, the promoter of
the Phoenix and Eastern road is presi-
dent of the Santa Fe, Prescott &Phoe-
nix Company, which operates a rail-
road connecting Phoenix with the main
line of the Santa Fe system at Ash
Fork. He is also at the head of a
company which is building a road
from Congress Junction, on the S. F.
P. & P., westward to the Colorado
river, and then to a point at or near
Franconia on the main line.

Thus, by the building of another
link, from either Deming, New Mexico,
or El Paso, Texas, the Santa Fe would
complete a loop reaching from Albur-
querque to Benson, thence to Phoenix,
thence north and west to the connec-
tion at Franconia on the main line.

The road from Benson to Phoenix is
in itself sufficient to take nearly all of
the traffic in that region which has
heretofore gone over the Southern Pa-
cific, besides opening the rich agricul-
tural country in the San Pedro valley
and the mineral districts close by. The
road from Congress Junction to the
Colorado River willpenetrate a region
which is mineralized to perhaps a
greater extent than any other locality
of similar size in the United States.
Vast gold and copper fields are being
developed there and besides millions of
acres of land may be reclaimed for
agricultural purposes by the building
of reservoirs.

The plan which contemplates the
extension to San Diego involves an
extension of the Phoenix & Eastern
to Yuma from Phoenix, there to con-
nect with the route which has been
surveyed from San Diego to Yuma.

An Eastern philanthropist left pro-
vision in his will for the building of
a home for ''indignant" women, and
appropriated $60,000 for that cause.

It is supposed that he intended the
home for "indigent" women, but the
will does not say so. And now the
"poor" women all over the country

are "indignant" to think that a
wealthy man should make such a mis-
take, and they are therefore eligible
to the home.

Next week the public school at Im-
perial closes its first year. When the
new school year opens there will be
three schools out on that portion of
the Colorado Desert, instead of one.—

Redlands Citrograph.

One of the prettiest sights imagin-
able would be that of a mother play-
ing the piano while her daughter
washes the dishes.

Both the native Washington palm
and the true date palm can be grown
for ornament in almost any soil in
the region.

In conclusion, the writer would
call attention to the fact that in view
of the vast area of land, about one
and one-quarter million acres, of
which some 160,000 acres has already
been taken up, being brought under
irrigation, the large number of
families already setled upon this
land, the peculiarities of the soil and
climate of the region, differing en-
tirely from any other region of the
State, and largely different from any-
thing else in the United States, that
it would be of immense value to the
settlers in the region, as well as of
great scientific value, to have a State
Experiment Station established, pre-
ferably in the vicinity of Calexico,
and under the direction of this
Station, where practical experiments
could be carried on illustrating the
best nve*:*!sds of treating the soil and
demonstrating what crops can be
grown and how they should be
handled.

A local station, situated on aver-
age land, placed on a permanent basis
and with adequate income, would be
an object lesson to the farmer of
what can be accomplished by the best
methods of farming. It would cost
at least $3000 to establish and equip
such a station, and about $2500 per
annum to maintain it.

California has 1,446,114 acres under
irrigation, according to the last cen-
sus, 1,004,233 in 1900.

The true red gum (Eucalyptus ros-
trata), the manna gum (Eucalyptus
viminaxis), and the yate (eucalyp-
tus cornuta) are likely to suc-
ceed, and are hardwood trees of
rapid growth. The red gum produces
a strong, hard, heavy and extremely
durable wood, suitable for fence
posts, piles, and railroad ties, and
said to make a better fuel than that
of the blue gum. The wood of the
manna gum is not as strong as that
of many other species, but is fre-
quently employed for shingles, fence
rails, and ordinary building purposes.
The yate yields a hard, tough, and
elastic wood, suitable for shafts and
frames of carts, and considered equal
to ash.

The mesquite is so thoroughly
adapted to the climatic and soil con-
ditions of the region that it might
be grown in ..small surlier blocks
around iii^, l.aoe, as a windbreak and
to furnish fuel, and shelter and feed
wV hogs and cattle. It grows very
readily from seed, often coming up as
a volunteer on irrigated land and the
banks of ditches, and making a
growth of from three to four feet in a
year with a good supply of water;
under favorable conditions it makes
a tree fifty feet in height, with a
trunk three feet in diameter at the
base.

A species of cottonwood (populus)
from the Colorado bottoms and
another species from the vicinity of
Colton have been used at Indio with
success on account of the rapidity of
their growth and the good shade they
afford. They are objected to on two
counts, however: First, the quantity
of "cotton" which they shed; and,
second, the poor quality of the wood
for fuel and other purposes. The
first difficulty can be obviated by
propagating only from poles or cut-
tings of male trees, which do not
produce cotton; the second, only by
planting some other kind of tree.

Eucalyptus. Some settlers have
already invested in seedling blue
gums (Eucalyptus globulus). This
species is entirely unsuited to the
climatic conditions of the region. It
will not stand either the low winter
temperature or the dry heat of sum-
mer.

Trees for the Imperial Settlements.
Joseph Burtt Davy of the Berkeley

Experimental Station made a trip to
Imperial the last of March and first
of April of this year and in a supple-

ment to a Bulletin recently issued he
discusses many questions relative to
the productions of this country. From
this supplement we extract the fol-
lowing paragraphs, relative to "Trees
for Timber, Shade and tuel," as fol-
lows:
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