
A Grand Opening
Walter Evans willgive a grand op-

ening' at his new place of business on
Monday, September Ist. There will
be a free supper, good music and
dancing. Everyone is invited to come
and bring their ladies with them.

The various committees who had the
management of the social in charge
are entitled to great credit for the suc-
cessful manner in which the entertain-
ment was planned and carried out.
.Their work was arduous but they can
hear the hearty "well done" of the
people and feel repaid for the time
spent in bringing' about so happy a

After refreshments a number of the
younger people adjourned to Walter
Kvans' new building and spent a few
hours in tripping the light fantastic
toe. Itwas about midnight when the
people began to disperse and leave for
their homes and the concourse of opin-
ion was that it was the best time and
the largest gathering t ne valley had
ever had. Various estimates were
made upon the number of people pres-

ent and they run all the way from 200
to 300. It is our candid opinion that
about 225 would be the right number.

The refreshments were served down
stairs on long tables. Here was in-
deed a merry congregation of people
eating iced melons, cake and ice
cream, all products of the Imperial
valley and free ofcharge. Many com-
ments were made upon the excellence
of the refreshments.

A short program was provided by
the committee and the numbers were
well received. The Imperial male
quartet

—
Messrs. Clark, AHat, Edgar

and Dyke, sang two pieces, J. H. Diet-
rick furnished a number of excellent
violin solos during the evening and
Mrs. Srack sang in her usual fine
style. The star of the evening enter-

tainment was L.F. Farnsworth, who
delivered readings. Mr. Farnsworth
had an ease and style with him which
captivated the audience and he was

compelled to respond to two encores.
He is the peer of many who are doing
readings' on the professional stage,
and itis a delight to hear him.

It was about seven o'clock when nil
roads leading tv Imperial began to

show signs of great travel and teams

loaded with people drove into town
and went at once to the hall. People
were here from all parts of the valley,
and everyone was in the best of hu-
mor. The early evening was spent in
renewing acquaintances and making
new ones and everyone seemed, per-
fectly at ease. Many staid men and
.women vied with children in playing
ping pong, and the little balls were

kept in motion all the evening. Ev-
eryone had difficulty in keeping the
ball in bounds and it was all over the
room with someone in pursuit a good
share of the time, but players and
spectators enjoyed it.

The large hall upstairs was beauti-
fully decorated in green. Festoons of
greasewood and uiesquitu hung grace-
fully down from the rafters, the
posts were hidden by bunches of tule
and Egyptian corn and the whole was
interspersed with Hags and lights,
making it a scene not soon to be for-
gotten. On the north and south sides
of the hall seats were arranged for the
ladies and in a comer was an attrac-
tion for the thirsty traveler of the
desert in the shape of iced fruit punch,
and by the way that corner was

crowded from start to finish, it was

highly appreciated.

The long expected social gathering

has come and passed anrl with us are
left many pleasant recollections such
as the hum of conversation of the
large and happy crowd assembled at
the brick block; the merry laughter of

the children; the clicking and flight of
the elusive ping pong ball; the iced
fruit punch; the music, and last but
not least the lunch served in the office
down stairs.

A Large Crowd Gather at the Brick
Block and Pass Enjoyable Evening

A SOCIAL GATHERING

Last Saturday night some person or
persons unknown opened the check on
the Date lateral, which supplies the
ice plant and city water system with
its water. The water all ran out of
the settling basin ito the ditch and had
itnot been for the foresight of Mr.
Busby, the engineer incharge of the
ice plant, in keeping the water tank
always full, the ice plant would have
had to close down. This opening of
checks on the various ditches should
be stopped at once and a strenuous,

effort made to apprehend the guilty'
parties. Ifcontinued the penitentiary;
willopen for some one from this lo-
cality. '-':"-

'
\u25a0 '•' .

Still Opening Gates

IMPERIAL PRfeSS

A dispatch from Chicago states that
out of the 105 days beginning May Ist

the reports show that there were 64
rainy days, 11 clear and the others
cloudy and threatening. Here at Im-
perial in the same time there were 11

partly cloudy and the oalance clear.

We had two light rains and the re-
mainder of the time we basked in the
glorious sunshine and enjoyed life to
it9fullest extent. The nights were
cool and delightful and the weary
laborer could sleep from dark tilldawn
withnothing to disturb his slumbers.
How much more fortunate is our lot
than that of our eastern brother whose
slumbers are disturbed by intense
heat, humidity and the buzzing of my-
riads of mosquitoes. <

Weather in the East

It is gradually dawning upon the
easterner that irrigation is better than
rain as willbe shown by the following
extract from the census bureau bulle-
tin on irrigation in the East:

"Maine has a total of 17 acres- irri-
gated on 11 farms. f

"Massachusetts has 134 acres on 28
farms.

"Connecticut has 471 acres on- 56
:farms.

'

"Rhode Island has 40 acres on two

"New Jersey has 73 acres ou.eiglr"

"New York has 123 acres on eleven
farms. ;

-
"Pennsylvania has over 800 acres

irrigated, of which 758 were in hay."
The above statistics were all for

1899 and the report further shows that
the acreage irrigated was mostly gar-
den truck and hay. The yield was
much better under irrigation than
rain and far more certain. It is only
a question of time and education when
irrigated fields willbe a common sight
in the eastern states.

The far East has been very slow in
grasping' the principles of irrigation
and the immense value it is to the
growing crop. The average Eastern
farmer depends upon the rain descend-
ing from Heaven to water his crops
and when that fails to come and his
garden truck burns up in the sun and
his grain is stunted and yields but lit-
tle, he is very prone to blame every-
thing for his hard luck as he calls it.
Ifhe had laid a pipe from that little
stream running through his farm he
could have saved his crop, but that idea
never entered his head.

Irrigation in the Cast

Allmen who are old enough to vote
should see to it that their names are
upon the great register of San Diego
county. If you have registered in
some other county this year and desire
to cast your vote at Imperial, Calexico
or Silsbee you should have your former
registration cancelled and register in
your voting precinct. L*ook to this at

once as registration closes on Septem-
ber 24th. » The qualifications briefly
are these: you must be a citizen of the
United States, by birth, treaty or nat-
uralization; you must have lived in the
state one year, the county ninety days
and the precinct in which you vote
thirty days; you must register. Ifyou
have these qualifications yon can exer-
cise your rightof suffrage in the val-
ley. A heavy vote polled in the valley
this year will yield considerable in-
fiuence when the people ask the super-
visors for bridges, road improvements,
etc.

Register and Vote

Especial thanks are due from the
people of the valley to Walter Busby,
engineer in charge of the ice plant,
who was on duty continuously for 60
hours in order that the people might
have ice for the social.

It scorns to us that these gatherings
should be held at regular intervals
this winter, say every two weeks or at
least once a month. They would be a

positive benefit to the valley and a

source of amusement to the pedple.
It enables the people tobecome better
acquainted with each other, it tends
to relieve the monotony of constant
work on the ranches as nothing else
can do. A musical program can be
rendered at the socials, a short min-
strel show or some one act drama or
comedy could be presented and every
.social made to bear a distinct imprint
from the others. This willmake the
people of the valley more akin and im-
prove the social side of lifefor every-

one. The benefits derived will more
than repay for the labor which would
be put forth to make a success. The
matter should be taken under advise-
ment at once.

culmination of their plans. The peo-
ple who coutJibuted money, work and
various other articles are hereby
thanked for their contributions.

"This particular kickhas been reg-
istered from this end of the state be-
fore now, and has counted to the ex-
tent that the legislature has ordered a
constitutional amendment submitted
to permit the districting of the state
for the purpose of making the game
laws to fit the districts."

There is considerable agitation go-
ing on in Southern California to have
the game laws changed as to the kill-
ing of ducks. The law. as it, now
stands benefits the people of this
county but little. Here in the Impe-
rial valley the ducks come about a
month before the season is open and
are so numerous that you can go out
almost any hour of the day and soon
shoot the limit. But during- the open
season they go still farther south to
the Gulf and shooting- is a matter of
accident. As the San Diego Union
says: "The duck is a migrator}' bird,
and when it is proper to hunt duck
here there are none in Shasta count)',
and when it is in season to hunt them
in the northern part of the state there
are none here.

ARevision of Game Laws

Inmaking choice of either of these
mind that the most useful should be
selected which may serve other pur-
poses after the windbreak is well es-
tablished.

A quick-growing windbreak is often
a great necessity in many places, and
especially on new farms. George P.
Hall informs a correspondent of the
San Diego Union that "cane brake
will grow faster than bamboo, and
when established willgrow on the an-
nual rainfall, but more thrifty with
an abundance of water. Mulberry
will make a quick-growing hedge,
quince a profitable one, and sugar
gums planted near together better
than Monterey cypress."

Quick Growing Windbreaks

A Marvelous Growth
The Weed brothers, who have a fine

place below the main canal south of
this city, have a field of Kaffir corn
and one of millet which are record
breakers for rapid growth. Just
thirty-fourdays have passed since the
two fields were planted and the corn is
six feet eight inches in height and the
milletin three feet and four inches,
and not headed out. The rapidity of
growth of these crops speaks volumes
for the fertility ofthe soil under proper

care.

J. S. Brooks, of McPherson, Kansas,

was in the valley last week, and to say

that he is well pleased with its possi-
bilities is putting itmildly, he is en-

thusiastic. He came here looking for
investment and after looking the
ground over thoroughly tells us that

in his opinion it is a wonderful couu-'
try and a magnificent opportunity for
a man with some capital to make
money in the future. He sees the de-
velopment of this country into one of

the great stock and dairy countries of
the West in the near future, as it has
the requisites, plenty of water and
abundance of feed.

Enthusiastic Kansan

Hogs for the Valley

S. A.Hastings leit last Tuesday for

San Diego for a short stay. On his

return he intends to bring with him

about 50 head of hogs, which he will

team from San Diego. This is the

first large shipment of hogs into the

valley and shows what an enterprising

farmer thinks of the possibilities of

the Imperial section as a stock coun-

try. 'Twill be but a short time when
the squealing of the porker and the
lowing of the kine will be a common
sound in the valley.

During the progress of the tire, a

fire extinguisher ceased working prop-

erly and while George Irwin and Mr.

Brown were endeavoring to fix it, it

exploded. Irwin's left hand was se-
verely cut and bruised and Brown's
right hand was cut. and burned with

the acid. Itwillbe some time before

they will have free use of their hands

again.

Saturday afternoon about about two

o'clock a fire broke out in a pile of
barley hay belonging: to Rev. Wales.
The citizens hurried to the scene with
pails and cans and soon extinguished
the blaze, which was of unknown orig-

in and did but little damage beyond

badly burning some fine shoats which
were penned up next to the barley.

The first fire

F. 6. Havens informs us that he has
seen sugar cane growing in Louisana
and Texas and that the ribbon cane
now growing 1 on the experiment farm
at Calexico is doing as well as any he
ever saw. He sees no reason why it
should not mature in this valley even
though the cuttings were planted late.

Ribbon Cane Doing finely

No primaries were held in Imperial
last week. L*.E. Cooley, the inspector
appointed to oversee the republican
primary, was absent from the valley,
and no one seemed to care to take the
initiativein issuing' credentials to a
delegate to attend the county conven-
tion. The democrats were more for-
tunate.however. A. W. Patton, the
inspector, was absent on that date, but
a private caucus was held and F. G.
Havens was given credentials to rep-
resent Imperial at the democratic
county convention,

The Primaries
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