
The lowest bid is within $8,000 of the
engineers' estimate, and the fact that

this bid and six others fall within a

range of $40,000, is abundant proof tliat
our engineers are careful, painstaking
and thoroughly competent. Yuma val-
ley people may rest assured that the
great work of the Yuma project willbe
well done. J. C. Clauson, assistant en-
gineer in charge of the Yuma project,

expresses great satisfaction with the
prospects and is eager to begin the work.

The contractor must commence thn
work promptly after the execution of
the contract. The rate of progress of

the work shall be such as in the opinion
of the engineers is necessary for itscom-
pletion within the time specificd

—
Yuma

Sun.

Orman & Crook are everywhere re-

garded as responsible. Mr. Orman is

an ex-Governor of Colorado and well-
known as one of the most energetic

business men of the state. The firmis
now engaged in building the Denver
Northwestern and Pacific railroad and
have constructed many other important
engineering works.

The bids have been forwarded to the
Secretary of the Interior, by whom the

contract willbe awarded.
Homer Hamlin, engineer in charge of

construction, was present when the bids
were opened and telegraphed to the
Reclamation office here, and to M. Win-

sor, president of the Water Users' Asso-
ciation, that the lowest bid was $835,650
by Orinaii & Crook of Pueblo, Colo.
Though no official statement can be
given it is quite evident that this will
be accepted. In the case of the Tonto
dam each bidders' offer stated the time

for completing the work, as well as
amount, and naturally it required more

time to consider the respective merits of

the different proposals than in the case

of the Yuma dam, where the time is set
by the Reclamation Bureau, and the

only items to be considered by the gov-

ernment is the amount of the bid and
the responsibility of the bidder. Itre-
quired twenty-three days to make the

award for the Tonto dam and is likely

to require less to make the award for
that at Laguna.

Chicago Engineering and Construction
Company, Chicago, $1,295,413 (in-
formal); Chicago Engineering and Con-
struction Company, Chicago; $1,350,413

(formal); P. McDonald, Dirluth.Minn.,
$882,612.50; Andrew Holloway, Pasa-
dena, $1,294,150; Keltic Contract Com-
pany, Joliet, 111 ,$1,933,200; City Street
Improvement Company, San Francisco,
$882,750; J. G. White &Company, New
York, $1,19(),255; Onnan & Crook,
Pueblo, Colo., $835,650; Faris-Kcsil
Construction Company, Boise, Idaho,
$924,150; Bentley, Tuttle & I'eltonCo.,

San Francisco, $971, 670; Moaier-DeGraff
Contracting Company, 8uffa10, 5927,852 ;
Block & Laird, Birmingham; Ala.,
$1,229,392.50; N. S. Sherman, Oklahoma
City, $1,569,357.50; OrifHn &McDerniot,
Chicago, $935,069.

The Yuma Project

Tluvbids for the construction of the
Lngiina dam were opened at the ofHce
of Supervising Engineer J. B.Lippincott
in Los Angeles on Wednesday, the 15th
iust. They were as follows:

A closing out sale is going on at 11.
R. Andre's store— now is the time to
buy goods cheap.

However, itis results that are required
todeteimine things, and the results so
far obtained are much more favorable
than the soil survey said could be ob-
tained on these lauds. This is much
better for the fanners than if the re-
commendations of the soil survey had
been too favorable, as it is much better
to have our hopes more than realized
than itis to have them dashed to the
ground and overcome with disappoint-
ment. We believe that every one can

say that so far as the soil is concerned
they have found the fanning in this
Valley to more than fulfill their most
sanguine expectations.

We have reclaimed lands containing

more than three per cent of alkali ac-

cording to the soil survey, and are now
probucing perfect crops of barley and

alfalfa on them. We therefore should

not doubt our ability to reclaim the
lands the alkali men say contains only

one third as much. There is much food
for thought in thesoil survey fromwhich
we have quoted, and we believe it to
have been carefully and conscientiously
made, and to reflect great credit on the

Bureau of Soils.

As we have shown the area indicated
to have too much alkali for any kindof
crops, is 'being reclaimed and growing
very profitable crops. We may there-
fore conclude that we have at least 450,-
000 acres of good farming lands in this
Valley. The soil survey grants us 387,-
2G4, and we can reclaim the 63,600 acres
given as containing from six-tenths to

one per cent of alkalicontents, and have
460,864 acres.

The irrigating water sinks very slowly

and takes the salt down withit. The
longer the land is .in cultivation and

under irrigation, the better it willbe;
that is the only conclusion we can reach
from the observation and experience of
our farmers.

It should be born in mind that the
soils of this Valley are unlike those of
any other part of the country. There
does not seem to be any water plane
below us, and there is certainly no tin

-
derdrainage or underflow of water. A

well bored in Imperial during January,
1905, was sunk to a depth of 780 feet,
and was in the game soil all the way
down and did not strike any water.

That certainly appears to be the case
in Imperial Valley Of all the lands so
far irrigated ami fanned there is none
that shown any indication of damage
by increase in the amount of alkali,and
the universal report is that the alkali
that allowed up on the borders and ditch
banks when irrigating was first begun

has disappeared. There is none of it
shows on the ground anywhere, and that

ithas all been driven down into the
ground by irrigating waters.

Itis the experience of farmers on lands
where irrigation is necessary, that white
alkali is much less harmful than hlac.k
alkali, and that ityields readily to irri-
gation.

"The floods from the Colorado river
brought in other salts, particularly sul-
phates, and much changed the composi-
tion of the salts deposited from the sea."

soils were most likely deposited in salt
or hrackish water when this was a part
of the sea, we may directly conclude
that the major part of the salt came
from sea water.
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That we have, a car load of McCormick *)£
% machinery, due the 27th of this month.
% That we have one weather stain mower

% and 2 second-hand rakes for sale cheap.
~£ That our header will cut your corn, as ;;

aE wellas your small grain.
That by binding your hay you save the

% expense ot baling it. , $fc
W That our new "BIG 4n4 n mower is the
% • highest speed machine on the market.
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Malthoid
Roofing::
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Half Ply, One Ply,
Two Ply, Three Ply.

Roof Your Roof
With

Malthoid Roofing

Imperial Drug Co.
Our Ice Cream is the best, so is our Hoda; Ifyou
doubt itcome in ami try it

- - - -
:

* *

Our Drugs are the Purest that can he had. Good re-
sult* are sure to follow. Bring in your Prescriptions

I<KT US MAKEYOU A PAIR OF GLASSKS I
THAT WILL FIT YOUK KYES

-
.

- -
I

Drs. Holtztnan, druggists and opticians

Phone 78 IMPERIAL CALIFORNIA
V _ -*

John Lynch pataluma. cau,_box_32i

BREEDER OF REGISTERED SHORT HORNS
MilkMrain Individual Performances Smooth Cattlo I»c»t Pedigree

HKRDSIIIKKB-ruvonu.CU.ren.eNo.^iO LadyUe.^ 04 Te.t

XlCai.itaii'""".'.... No.222132 Carrie Lee, 04 5-10
••

Cla> UuUtiTi.i.2.lNo.222133 Ko.e Lee, 05 3-10 .' •
Idlewoudi 06 2-10

"

1 'IP.B. MorrellImperial Proprietor

Express Phone3s

Trunks and Baggage Transferred to and
from any part of the Cily or Country

Piano Hauling House Moving

BRICK WORK
P or all classes ot

see
HARBOUR & PETERSON
Estimates furnished. Three years ex-

perience in the valley.


